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PBEFAOE. 

Thb end of 1872 is close at hand, and we again beg to tender onr best 
tbanks to the correspondents and readers who have so kindly rendered 
their assistance daring the year. 

Becent events, although less startling than many which have gone 
before, are, nevertheless, not without interest. It is most encouraging 
to learn how widely the Gospel of Christ is spreading in the world, and 
that its cheering beams are reaching lands where the down-trodden and 
crushed inhabitants have for ages been shrouded in darkness and super- 
stition. In Italy, Bibles and Testaments are extensively distributing, 
and places of Protestant worship are being erected through the length 
and breadth of the land. Spain, notwithstanding the influence of the 
Jesuits, has given liberty of conscience to its fine race of robust and 
intelligent inhabitants, and the advance of the blessings of the Gospel is, 
considering that the nation's liberty is only of three years* growth, truly 
remarkable. The King of Bavaria has sent an order of decoration to 
Dr. Bollinger for his manly opposition to the recent infallible dogma. 
Throughout the Bomish Church wide-spread dissensions abound, and 
slowly and surely is the true light of a brighter day dawning upon the 
Boman world. In France pure religion is reviving, and many are begin- 
ning to emerge from the darkness in which that most highly civilised 
nation has long been content to live. In Germany equal privileges are 
now accorded to all denominations, and papal opposition to the German 
government may indirectly lead to the happiest results. At Vienna an 
Anti-Catholic paper is publishing, and auricular confession and other 
objectionable Boman practices have been condemned. In China, India, 
and the South Sea Islands the Gospel is surely making its way ; and in 
Madagascar the Word of God is running and becoming glorified. In the 
interior of Africa the true light is shining, and soon it may be hoped that 
slavery, cannibalism, and other polluting crimes, which debase and 
degrade man, will yield before its influence. 

All these indications of advancing light show us that a brighter day is 
dawning in the world's history, and furnish encouragement to united 
prayer for the general outpouring of God's Spirit ; for, whatever sceptics 
may think and say, the kingdom of Christ will as certainly come as day 
succeeds night, and light darkness : " For Christ must reign till He has 
put all enemies under His feet." And whether the reign will be personal 
or spiritual matters not, so long as it is real. Let us, then, unite in 
ardent, earnest prayer for spiritual success ; and, by sending more exten- 
sively your little magazine into every family in the land, it may difluse, 
by its gentle Chbistian Wobds, heavenly light, and assist in stemming 
the torrent of vice, and rendering the desert of the world the garden of 
the Lord. Samuel Hebsman. 

Baslow, Nov. 15, 1872. 
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THOUGHTS AND MEMOKIES FOR THE SEASON. 

Coma mingling now old sorrows, joys, and dreamsi 

Dear visions of an nnforgotten past ; 
The hidden music of life's thousand themes • 

Upon the evei-passing winds is cast. 
And faintly now the dawning new-year*s beams 

lUnme a land that saw the old year's last 
Eed sunset flash along the frozen streams 

In Winter's wide embracing arms held fast ; 
And opens now, 'mid tears, resolves, and vows, 

Another round in Time's mysterious course : 
Another stream unto the ocean flows, 

Impregnate to all time with unknown force. 
Meekly men kneel in faith and fear to pray. 
The frail survivors of another year's decay ! 

Again we stand between the past and the future, with a new year before 

us, and an old one behind. We have turned over with lingering hands 

another page in our life's diary ; a page blotted and stained with tears ; 

and yet having many a fairly written line. But we have turned the page 

for ever ; and all the riches, and all the poverty of the year was ours, and 

we feel that it has passed from us, its spring flowers have faded, its 

sunny days have passed 1 We remember the many days, how fair they 

were, what joy they brought, what a chastened pleasure they left when 

the sun went down, and the short summer night covered the land. We 

remember it all, and our smile is half sad ; for it was ours, a living fact 

that came upon us moment by moment, and, passing as swiftly, left us at 

the last almost in surprise at its departure. And how strange was our 

emotion when we arose from our knees, when the solemn hush of silent 

prayer was broken, and a blessing was asked upon the days of the New 

Year, in the first moments of its dawning. It has passed 1 So the years 

have passed before it ; and as one has followed another, the deeper have 

we pondered the lessons of time. We have felt how unstable is life, how 

fleeting its joys, and how certain it will pass from us, and our dust will 

mingle with the earth, while generation succeeds generation, till the 

allotted time is fulfilled, and the great action of physical life ceases. 

We look back at the old years, we look back at the great epochs of our 
own time ; we cast a mental look at the great changes that have come 
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oyer society and nations, and we feel that the hand of time has touched us 
a little. There are great gulfs yawning between us and the old times ; we 
see them yawning from afar with a strange viyidness they nerer had to 
us when we were much nearer to them. 

We look back, for there is a strange interest in beholding the incidents 
of fulfilled time. We hear the rain pattering on the autumn stubble ; we 
hear the night vrinds shaking the windows, and filling the air with mystery 
and awe ; we see the full glory of summer, the very roses and butterflies 
are more vividly before our retrospective eye. than ever they were before 
us in reality ; we see the winter landscape, so full of solemn suggestive- 
ness, the trees bare and spectral, the earth shrouded, the sky dull and grey, 
and the ponds and marshes frozen. We look back, and there come to us 
mixed sounds and scenes of the past that touch us with a strange sorrow 
and a strange pleasure. We hear voices we shall hear no more on this 
side of the river, and we see faces that have been long hid from our eyes ; 
the voices change from sad to gay ; the faces are now glad, now sorrowful, 
touched, and deeper touched by time and sorrow ; and our love grows with 
the change, and passes from the past to the future far . beyond the sway 
of time and change. 

We look back again, for the influence of the season is upon us, and we 
remember a thousand dark shadows and fears that have passed away I We 
remember when patience was hard to command, when the plaint was on 
our lips, when the burthen of life was heavy to our frail humanity, and we 
were all but fainting in the press. All the old anxiety comes back upon 
us again, we watch through the long night with a weary patience, with 
a heaviness of grief, and wonder if the day will ever break. 

And lol it has all passed. The grief and sorrow as well as the 
pleasure ; and if the one has left its melancholy, the othier has left its sun- 
shine. We stand looking forward now, gently turning away from the old 
year and its memories, and we look to the rising sun with a strange awe, 
with a strange faith. We remember the witness of the old times, we re- 
member the same God is over all. 

We look forward, and feel that thousands look forward with the same 
emotions, and we rejoice in our common humanity, knowing that as we 
look forward, so thousands have looked forward in the past, whose graves 
are now green, whose lives are over. It fills our life with a new vitality, 
with a new faith, when we see the thousands around, and remember the 
many departed : it gives no shock to our individuality, but it takes away 
any feeling of forlorn loneliness that may tempt us to doubt, and fills us 
with the knowledge that we have over us the God of ages and of nations, 
as well as of years and individuals ; and we stand refreshed from our 
retrospective visions to meet the future, and all it may bring with a 
mingled humility and faith. E. Lamplough. 
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ELEMENTS OP PULPIT ELOQUENCE AND POWER. 

I. A pnmary element of pulpit power is piety and experience. Spiritual 
life is the highest possible power. Experience is the grammar and logic 
of a man's life. Christian life is in harmony with sound philosophy and 
sound divinity. Experimental theology is living life. It is the Boal of 
the pulpit, as love is the soul of religion. What a miserable preacher 
must he be who has all his divinity by study and learning, and nothing 
by experience I If his soul have not gone through all the travail of rege- 
neration, if his heart have not felt the love of God shed abroad in it by the 
Holy Ghost, he can neither instruct the ignorant nor comfort the dis- 
tressed. The apostles said, **We have heard, we have seen with our 
eyes, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life ; therefore, that 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may 
have fellowship with us ; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and 
with His Son Jesus Christ." Hence their power as preachers. He who 
speaks not of his own spirit is the true mouth-piece of the Holy Ghost. 

II. Another element of power in the pulpit is due and diligent preparation. 
An inactive, idle preacher is weakness in the ministry. The preacher 
ought to be as industrious, at least, as any labourer, mechanic, tradesman, 
lawyer, surgeon, or merchant, in Ihe world. TUe diligent pastor gives 
himself to reading, exhortation, to doctrine, to writing, to prayer, to 
study, and to visiting sinners. He who ceases to prepare for the pulpit 
and get up fresh sermons, loses power and life. Dr. A. Clarke says, 
" The indolent preacher is soon known by his preaching ; he has little or 
no variety. He cannot bring out of his treasury things both new and old ; 
alas for him 1 treasury he has none ; his coffers are all empty." The 
earnest minister grows in power over men for their eternal good. Healthy 
activity increases over physical, and mental strength. He who preaches 
but seldom, as a rule, becomes stiff and formal. In preaching, as in other 
matters, the proverb holds good, ** Practice makes perfect." Always pre- 
pare for the pulpit to the best of yonr ability, and always deliver that 
which you have prepared by hard study and prayer ; and the Holy Spirit 
who helped you in the preparation of the sermon, will help you in its 
delivery I 

III. Naturalness is another element of 2)ulpit eloquence and power. 
Every man in his own order. A natural style is manly. As a rule it is 
always good. It is the real man without any paint or grimace. Avoid 
prcttyisms, fineries, and oratorical displays in preaching. Imitation tends . 
to pulpit weakness and monotony. Sameness in the ministry is not de- 
sirable. Variety is natural. What variety in nature I Harmony were 
wanting if no variety existed. . How charming the winding river with its 
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fields, monntainSy rocks, vales, Tillages, cities ! How wondrous the Bible 
with its various styles I How delightful the meekness of Moses, the 
solemnity of Job, the sublimity of !baiah, the grandeur of Ezekiel, the 
fiery eloquence of Peter, the sweetness and faithfulness of John, and the 
reasoning of Paul I The Bible is true to nature I hence its power. In 
the Bible we have the best specimens of sacred oratory ! Individuality is 
an eternal inheritance. The natural orator is on terra firma. The 
natural preacher is the rational preacher. 

IV. Plainness of language 18 another feature of pulpit ehquence. The 
masses must be instructed by the voice ; there is no other way of getting 
at them. To move the millions, we must use the language of the millions. 
The language of the schools is to them an unknown tongue. Christ, the 
apostles, Martin Luther, Wesley, Whitefield, Bunyan, Baxter, used the 
common language of the people, and the common people heard them 
gladly. Paul saith, ^^ We use great plainness of speech.'' If our hearers 
do not understand us, we are barbarians unto them, and they are barba- 
rians unto us. To be great in ideas and simple in language is a great 
attainment, and requires much study and culture. Simplicity is power. 
Learn to be great in little things, and little in great things. Plainness is 
not vulgarity, but wisdom and refinement. The aim of the ministry is 
the salvation of sinners. ^^ He that winneth souls is wise." This wisdom 
is from above. 

V. Faithfulness is another element of pulpit eloquence. The ministry is 
a momentous trust committed to us, and it requires strict fidelity. We 
are to be honest to the trust, to God, to the Church, to the world, and to 
ourselves. Unfaithfulness may lead to the ruin of souls. A king may 
ruin his kingdom ; a father may ruin his children ; a servant may ruin 
his master ; and a minister may ruin souls I " Let a man so account of 
us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. There- 
fore, seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint 
not ; but have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 
craftiness, nor handling the Word of God deceitfully ; but by manifesta- 
tion of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God." The unfaithful minister lies under the displeasure and 
judgment of God. The blood of souls will be found in the skirts of his 
garment at the last day. (Ezek. xxxiii. 1-8 ; Acts xx. 26, 27.) 

VL Compassion for souls is another element of pulpit eloquence and 
power. Goodness is always mighty. Emotion is requisite in preaching 
the Gospel. If you want others to feel, you must feel first yourself. 
There is logic in tears. " When Jesus beheld the city. He wept over it." 
« By the space of three years, night and day, I warned you with tears." 
What rhetoric is more persuasive ? What eloquence equal to this power ? 
"5t vis me fiere^'^ said a heathen, **Jlendum est tihi?'^ If you would 
-iike me weep, you must weep yourself. " that they were wise, that 
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they understood this, that they wotdd consider their latter end I" 
'' Eiyers of waters ran down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law." 
'^ Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I 
might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people." ** Paul 
preached with tears : a hot iron, though blunt, will pierce sooner than a 
cold one, though sharp." (Flavel.) <' Oiye me an hundred preachers 
who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but Gbd, and I care not a 
straw whether they be clergymen or laymen ; such alone will shake the 
gates of hell, and set up the kingdom of heaven upon earth." (J. Wesley.) 

G. Bbiggs. 
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LESSON IV.— THE TEMPTATION OP CHRIST. 

Matt. iy. 1-11 ; Mark, i 12:13 ; Lnke, iv. M3. 

Jesus Chbist had recently submitted to the ordinance of baptism. He - 
was filled with the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost is the third person in 
the blessed Trinity. Christ did return from the Jordan. He was led into 
the wilderness. It is not certain what wilderness is meant. It is not 
known whether Christ's temptation happened in ^the wilderness near the 
Dead Sea, or in the mountainous region near the Sea of Tiberias. Mr. 
Ashworth says : ^^ Taking a last yiew of the Valley of the Jordan and the 
Dead Sea, we had to pass oyer almost impassable hills, abounding in deep 
glens and narrow ridges of limestone and igneous rocks, thought to be the 
wilderness where Christ was tempted forty days." Mark says, "The 
Spirit driyeth him into the wilderness." Dr. Cumming remarks, " The 
word * driyen ' is too seyere a translation of the original. It ought to be 
'carried away.'" Christ was led away by the Holy Spirit. This 
was the same Spirit that descended upon Him at His baptism. The 
Holy Spirit was given to Christ without measure. Jesus was led into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the deyil. This transaction appears 
to haye taken place immediately after Christ's baptism. Temptation is 
the enticement of a person to commit sin by offering some seeming advan- 
tage, a solicitation to sin. Christ was tempted of the devil. " God can- 
not be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man " (with evil), 
James i. 13. He trieth our faith, as Abraham's, Heb. xi. 17. The 
word devil means calumniator^ slanderer, and accuser. The devil is a most 
wicked angel, the implacable enemy and tempter of men. " The devil is 
not a figure of speech, not wickedness personated ; but a real being, a 
person, an i&rchangel, reft of his glory, his crown, and his greatness." 
The devil is called in the Hebrew, Abaddon ; in the Greek, Apollyon (that 
is, destroyer). The devQ bears other names in the Scriptures, as Angel 
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of the Bottomtefis Pit (Bev. ixi 11); Beelzebub (Matt. xii. 24), Belial 
(2 Cor. vi. 16) ; Dragon (Rev. xii. 7) ; Lucifer (Isa. xiv. 12) ; Prince of 
this world, and of darkness (John xii. 31, Eph. vi. 12) ; Prince of the 
power of the air (Eph. ii. 2) ; Prince of the devils (Matt. xii. 24, Mark 
iii. 23); Roaring lion (1 Pet. v. 8) ; Serpent (Isaiah xxvii. 1, Rev. xx. 
2) ; and Tormentor (Matt, xviii. 34). 

Mark says : " Christ was with the ?nld beasts " (Mark i. 13). Abeast is 
an irrational animal, distinguished from birds, insects, and fishes. Wild 
beasts are such as roam in the forests, carnivorous animals. There ar^ 
such as live on flesh in contra-distinction to domestic animals, which are 
graminivorous, and feed on grass and grain. Adam sinned and fell amid 
the beauties and the advantages of a garden ; Christ triumphed amid the 
hunger, the bleakness, and the cold of a desert. The first act of the 
ministry of Jesus Christ was a combat with Satan (Gen. iii. 15). 

Christ fasted forty days. A fast is a religious abstinence from food. 
Jesus was after this an hungered. In the Olgl Te&tament we read of 
Moses the great lawgiver of the Jews being with the Lord in the mount, 
and he neither ate bread nor drank water for forty days and forty nights 
• ' (Exod. xxxiv. 28). Elijah was forty days and forty nights without food 
(1 Kings xix. 8). These fasts were miraculous and out of the common 

' rules of nature. These are not examples for us. 

The tempter said to Christ : " If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread." Christ answered : " Man shall not live by 
bread alone." This is written in Deut. viii. 3. This was a temptation to 

' distrust God*s care for us in the way of providential supply. Satan took 
advantage of the circumstances of Christ to tempt Him. The word 

' " tempter,** or trier, from the word meaning to pierce through. Satan 
pierces by temptation. May he find nothing in us I Many things are 
proved by piercing or boring through. This is to show what is in the 
heart. (Deut. viii. 2, Eph. vi. 16.) 

The devil then taketh Jesus into the holy city. This was Jerusalem. 

' The tempter setteth Christ on the pinnacle of the temple. " The word 
rendered pinnacle might be rendered * a wing jof the temple.* It seems to 
have been some lofty platform, probably the beautiful gate, or Solomon's 
porch on the side of a lofty hill." (Dr. Cumming.) Satan said to Jesus : 

- "If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down*" This was a temptation to 

• presumption. We are not to tempt God's goodness, nor encourage them 

f that do. How many put themselves in danger of evil unneedfully, pre- 
suming on the grace of God to keep them. This is wrong. The tempter 
quoted Scripture, Psa. xci. 11, 12. He left out part of the eleventh 
verse, " To keep thee in all thy ways." Wicked men often do like this ; 
quote God's word incorrectly as an excuse to do what they ought not. 
Christ said, " It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." 
This is found in Deut. vi. 16: Read Hebrews, third chapter, before you 

•go on with the lesson. 
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Satan now took Christ up into an exceeding high monntain. This may 
hare been the mountain upon which the temple was built. The word 
" taketh ^' does not mean snatching ; the word " taking ^' is used in Scripture 
in the sense of leading ; for instance, it is said, <' Jesus taketh Peter and 
John apart " (Mark ix. 2). That is, led them. So Satan led Jesus to 
^' an high mountain, and showeth Him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them." How he did so we cannot tell. " If the words, all the 
kingdoms of the world, be taken in a literal sense, then this must hare been 
a visionary representation." (Dr. Clarke.) It may only mean the land of 
Judea, and the country round about. (Luke ii. 1.) This was a tempta- 
tion to pride and worldly greatness. Many give way to this temptation. 
The tempter said, " All these things will I give unto Thee if Thou wilt 
fall down and worship me.^' Luke says Satan said it was delivered to him 
" to give it to whomsoever I will." (Luke iv. 6.) This was not the truth. 
He has not the world to give. " The earth is the Lord's." (Ps. xxiv. 1.) 
Satan is the usurper and the great deceiver. He promises what he cannot 
give. " When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own ; for he is a liar^ 
and the father of it." (John viiu 44.) This was a temptation to idolatry. 
Christ did indignantly rebuke the tempter, and said, " Get thee behind me, 
Satan." Satan said to Jesus at the beginning of these temptations, " If 
thou be the Son of God." Jesus at the close calls him Satan, and bids 
him get behind Him. Jesus again referred to the word and said, " It is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve." (See Dent. x. 20.) The Saviour was our example in the 
manner in which He overcame these temptations. His often reference to 
the word of God as the instrument with which to deal with Satan ought to 
teach us to love it more. It shows the autherity of the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Jesus made them His rule of conduct. Paul exhorts us to 
take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Eph. vi. 17.) 

" When the devil had ended all the temptation he leaveth Him for a 
season." Satan may often after this have tempted Jesus. (John xiv. 30.) 
Angels came and ministered unto Him. It is supposed that they brought 
to Jesus that food which was necessary to support nature. Angels are 
messengers, wise, holy, strong, and active spirits. They did often attend 
upon Christ. At his birth (Luke ii. 13) ; in the garden (Luke xxii, 43); 
at His resurrection (Luke xxiv. 4) ; and at His ascension (Acts i. 10). 
Angels will come with Him to judgment (Matt. xxv. 31). Angels are 
now employed to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation (Heb. 
i. 14). Angels do the commandments of the Lord ; they hearken unto His 
word (Ps. ciii. 20). Their number is countless (Heb. xii. 22). Christ sub- 
mitted to be tempted that we might feel Him to be able to succour us when 
we are tempted. (Heb. ii. 18.) Temptation should be met by Scripture. 
(Eph. vi. 17.) God will not permit His people to be tempted without 
giving them grace to resist. (Dent, xxxiii. 25, 1 Cor. x. 13.) There is 
no sin in being tempted. None of God's children on earth are exempted 
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from temptation. (1 Pet. v. 8, Job ii. 1.) To resist temptation is the 
way to advance our spiritual interests. (James i. 2-4.) 

" In the strength of Jesu's name, 
I with the monster fight ; 
Feeble and nnarm'd I am, 
Bnt Jesns is my might ; 
Mindfnl of his mercies past, 

Still I tmst the same to prove ; 
Still my helpless sonl I cast, 
On His redeeming love," 

J. Lord. 



MEMOIR OF MRS. JANE WHEELER, 

OF HIGH WYCOMBE, 

Our sister, Jane Wheeler, was born July 8th, 1843, of parents who feared 
God ; and on their settling at High Wycombe, when Jane was about ten years 
old, she became a scholar in the Wesleyan Reform Sunday school ; and con- 
tinued her attendance, taking great delight in the school, and especially in 
the ' ' Songs of Zion.' ' After some years she. was made a teacher, and attended 
to that duty with commendable diligence, although not fully decided for God 
to live and die. While listening to Mr. Taft on one of his visits to Wycombe? 
she was very deeply impressed with a sense of her danger, and became a 
sincere seeker after salvation ; and while on probation for membership 
she became the wife of our Brother Arthur Wheeler, who at that time was 
also a probationer. Thus their true religious and their married life began 
together. Sister Wheeler continued her work as a teacher for two years 
after mariiage, until home cares prevented her further service in that de- 
partment of Christian labour. Her natural weakness and delicate health 
compelled her to give up the school, as the care of a family began to claim 
all her time and strength. And as the time rolled on, she found herself 
often compelled to keep at home when her mind was in the sanctuary. 
Until about a year before her death, the issue seemed doubtful; but after 
that time the disease increased, and for wearisome months she languished, 
trying many means ; but all were of no avail, except to alleviate pain, and 
ease the passage to the tomb. Through all her Christian profession she 
held fast the fear of God ; and after the conviction fixed on her mind that 
only death could end her sufferings, her constant care was to keep an 
open intercourse between God and her soul. Sometimes, when very weak, 
she was somewhat cast down ; at other times she rejoiced in the God of 
her salvation. At one time the thought of leaving her two little ones 
motherless was a source of trouble, and gave the enemy opportunity to 
tempt her ; but, by the grace of Jesus, she conquered. And after that 
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all her wish was to be released. Again and again, after fits of coughing, 
and attacks of severe pain, she expressed herself disappointed that she 
had not gone home in that pain. As in her health singing was her delight, 
so in her sickness hymns and Diyine songs often famished expression for 
her experience. 

, " Jera, lover of my soul,** 

was a great favourite with her. And the love of Jesns in saving her she 
often^expressed in the lines 

« I am a poor sinner, 
And nothing at all ; 
But JesoB is my all in all." 

For weeks before her death her sonl understood by experience what it 
is to desire to depart and be with Ohrist. Her heart being already in 
heaven, death had no terror to her mind. The day before her death, those 
near her thought she was then dying, and they heard her saying in tones 
of meekness but of confidence, '* I am not alone ; Jesus is with me. 
Precious Jesus ! I hope soon to be with Thee," And on Sunday morn- 
ing, November 6th, the last enemy was met without a fear or doubt, and 
the languishing head found rest, and the dissolving body set free the happy 
soul to be with Jesus for ever. While we mourn, she rejoices, and sings 
more sweetly than ever to Him who hath loved her and washed her from 
her sins in His own blood. 

Sister Wheeler's life, salvation, and death all appeal to the young to 
seek the Lord while he may be found. Encouragement for parents, 
teachers, and preachers is seen in such a result of their labours. May 
God mercifully bless her death to the salvation of others. Her death was 
improved by the Rev. J. Butler, who had visited her throughout her illness ; 
and our hope is, that the living were profited thereby. The crowded 
chapel and the deep attention testified to the respect felt for Sister 
Wheeler. Revelation xxii. 6. . Z. 



Stttlkj %thiti\ Crfumm y«* ^.0* t^ «^o^e» During the weary 

* _E day, m her excessive weakness, she 

»,,«, « . „«„^«^^ «« . ,„„^ had been unable to step beyond her 

THE WIDOWS ANSWEBED PBAYEB. ^^^ doorstone, or to make known her 

It was a cold and bleak evening in wants to any fHend. Her last mor- 

a most severe winter. The snow sel of bread had long since gone, 

driven by the furious north wind, and none came near her. She sat 

was piled into broad and deep banks at evening by her small fire, half 

along our streets. Few dared, or famished with hunger, from exhaus- 

were willing to venture abroad. It tion unable to sleep, preparing to 

was a night which the poor will not meet the dreadful fate from which she 

soon forget. knew not how she should be spared. 

In a most miserable and shattered She had prayed that morning in full 

dwelling, far from any other, there faith, " Give me this day my daily 

lived an aged widow, sJl alone, — and bread," but the shadows of evening 
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'had descended npon her, and her 
faithful prayer had not been an* 
swered. While such thoughts were 
^passing through her weary mind, 
«he heard the door suddenly open and 
as suddenly shut again, and found in 
her entry, by an unknown hand, a 
basket of comfortable food, wbich had 
all th& sweetness of manna to her. 
What were her feelings on that night 
God only knows, but they were such 
as arose to Him, the great Deliverer 
and Provider, from ten thousand 
hearts every day. It was many 
days before tiie widow learnt through 
what messenger God had sent her 
^ that timely aid. It was at the impulse 
of a little child, v^o, on that dismal 
night, seated at the cheerful fire-side 
of ner home, was led to express the 
generous wish that that poor widow, 
. whom she had sometimes visited,could 
but have some of her numerous com- 
ibrts and good cheer. The parents, 
struck with the manner of the child, 
followed out the benevolent sugges- 
tion, and a servant was soon sent to 
her mean abode with a good supply ! 
What a beautiful glunpse of the 
chain of causes, all fastened at the 
throne of God. An angel, with 
noiseless wing, came down and stir- 
red the peaceful breast of a pure- 
minded child, and with no pomp or 
circumstance of the outward miracle, 
the widow's prayer teas answered. 



THE WITHEBED HAND. 
Matthew xii. 9-13. 
Mtdeab Youno Fbiknds, — Let us 
look into this subject for a little 
while. Jesus, while upon earth was 
always doing good. He was always 
doing some acts of mercy and kind- 
ness to those whom He came in 
contact with. What a life of 
unparalleled usefulness was the 
"Saviour's. Yet, notwithstanding all 
•this, the Jews were his great enemies, 
were always trying to find fault with 
Him, and spake evil of Him. For 
instance, the Jews in this case asked 
Him whether it is lawful to heal on 
the Sabbath day. Then Jesus asks 
-them whether it would be doing good 
if a sheep were to fall down a pit on a 
'Sabbath day, to remove it from dan- 
>ger or leate it to perish.- If it would 



be right to take it up on the Sabbath 
day to save its life, surely, He argues, 
that a man, who is of far more value, 
may be healed on the Sabbath day. 

"Jesus said to the man. Stretch 
forth thine hand. And he stretched 
it forth; and it was restored whole 
like as the other." 

We discover, dear young friends, 

I. The power of Jestu. He is able 
to do all things with the word of com- 
mand. When he raised Lazarus, 
only a word was enough. When he 
raised the widow's son, a word was 
all that fell from His lips. What 
almighty power there is in Jesus ! 

II. W4 aU need Jesus. We may not 
have withered hands, or be deprived: 
of our sight, or dumb, as many are ; 
yet we all need the Saviour never- 
theless. We have something for the 
Saviour to heal, something for the 
Saviour to cure ; that is, to ^ve us a 
clean heart, and take our sins away 
by His blood. Oh, what a good thing 
it is for us that we have such a 
Saviour to be able to do this. May 
you seek Him and find peace. 

Thomas Heath, Jun. 
Plymouth. 

AN INNOCENT POPE. 

King James the First (says Fuller) 
came in progress to the house of Sir 
— Pope, knight, whose lady had 
lately been dehvered of a daughter. 
The infant was presented to the 
king with a copy of verses in her 
hand, which, because they pleased his 
majesty, will perhaps not displease 
the reader. 

See this httle mistress here 
Did never sit in Peter's chair, 
Or a triple crown did wear, 
And yet she is a Pope. 

No benefice she ever sold, 
Nor did dispense with sins for gold, 
She hardly is a se'nnight old ; 
And yet she is a Pope. 

No king her feet did ever Idss, 
Or had from her worse look than this ; 
Nor did she ever wish to saint (me with a 
rope; 
And yet she is a Pope. 

" A female Pope," you'll say ; "a second 

Joan." 
No, sore, she is Pope Innocent, or none. 
F.J.D. 
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• PETBB'S CONFESSION AND PALL, 

Matthew xxtI. 35. 
Mt deab Young Fbtends,— I am 
going to speak to yon about the 
confession and fall of Peter. Yon 
' most not think that Peter did not 
love the Lord Jesus ; he certainly did 
love Him ; for he left both his work 
and his home to follow Him, and he 
was never so happy as when he was 
with Jesus ; and Bster was brought to 
Jesus by liis own brother. Peter's 
name signifies a stone, or rock, and 
' Jesus called the two brothers 
Andrew and Peter, when they were 
fishing on the lake, or sea of Galilee, 
apd Jeeussaid to them, ** Follow me." 
It was Peter, with James and 
John, who accompanied Jesus to tbe 
Mount of Transfiguration. Let us 
consider for a few moments under 
the following topics which our subject 
suggests — 

I. Much zeal. Many young people 
are very anxious to exert their zeal 
by high pretensions, by great, 
U2»natured, and injudicious dis- 
crimination, not influenced by calm 
self-command of Christian reliance 
in the Saviour. Peter was of this 
description to a certain extent, which 
leads us to consider 

II. Ready profession. When our 
Saviour said, '* All ye shall be 
offended because of me this night,'* 
i.e., that the disciples would stumble 
and leave the Saviour, Peter who 
was ever ready with his zeal and 
profession of love, uttered the words 
of our text, " Though I should die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee." 
Jesus turned to Peter, and declared 
that, notwithstanding his zeal on his 
behalf, he really would deny Him, 
and he did. O, what a sad part this 
was in the history of Peter. What a 
picture of weakness and self-con- 
fidence, and maldng high and 
mighty pretensions. Like many 
young people, who so readily pro- 
tnise they will be sure to do this 
thing, or that, but, very often, alto- 
gether fail to do it at all. Theirs, like 
Peter's, was only the saying— the 
promising— but not the doing of it. 
There are examples in holy Scripture 
'of those who placed confidence in 
their own strength, — Goliath, Absa- 
lom, and others: - 



m. True repentance. Peter re- 
pented and was foigi ven. The secret 
was, that the Saviour prayed for him. 
Jesus, you observe, dear young friends, 
is our intercessor and mediator, there- 
fore, when Peter repented, Jesus for- 
gave him. 

Learn, my dear young Mends, 
from our subject, the importance of 
having a strong personal attachment 
to the Saviour, look to Him at all 
times. Be firm and stable whrayou 
make a profession of religion. Wneii 
^u look away from Jesus, soon, 
very, soon you may eiq^ect a depar- 
ture from Jesus, which will result in 
a final fall, unless you repent. May 
you seek Jesus. 

Thomas Heath, jun., 
Sunday-school Superintendent. 
Plymouth. 



BABLY PIETY. 
Eodes. lii. 1. 
Dkar Youno Fbisnds, — As early 
piety is very pleasing in the sight of 
Ck)d,'you ought to consider its great 
importance. 

I. Whom should we remember? 
Our Creator*-the God who made us, 
and formed us, certainly ought to be 
adored and loved by His creatures, 
the workmanship of His hands. 

II. How f By trusting in Him, 
and obeying His holy word, the 
Bible, wherein is declared our duty, 
and salvation, our way of escape 
from eternal punishment. 

HL Wkyf Youth is the best tim^ 
for improvement and discipline. 

Bible rUustrations, Timothy, David, 
Obadiah, and others. 

•Application. May you seek reli- 
gion now, before old age comes on, 
when your desire will not be so snsr 
'ceptible. I hope you will thus go to 
tiie Saviour and receive thepardo4 
of your sins. Thomas Heath, 

Sunday-sohool Superintendents 

Plymouth. 

DAVID Ain) GOLUTH. 
1 Sam. xvii. 45. 
The subject which we have selected 
Is one of a very interesting character, 
and one which you, my dear young 
friends, will do well to consider. The 
sacred stoiy is gtaphioally told. 
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Ths IsradiUi and the PhUiitines. 

The Philistines gathered together 
their armies twenty-seven years after 
their overthrow at Michmash. 
Having now recovered their spirits 
and strength, they sought an oppor- 
tnnity of wiping out the infamy of 
that national disaster, and as well as 
to regain their lost ascendency over 



I. Ooliath challenges a combat 
n. David accepts the challenge and 
slays Ooliath. 
Have we any giants to fight ? Yes. 

1. Oiant Temper. 

2. Oiant Pride. 

3. Oiant Dress. 

4. Oiant Disobedient. 

May we learn one grand and chief 
lesson from our subject, namely,-— 
Ood for our friend, defender, and 
salvation. Thomas Heath, Jun. 



GhriBt is beginning, middle too, snd end ; 
Christ is, and ever was, the <* Sinner's 

Friend." 
Wi8e,-<-He is wiser far, than wisest sage, 
Bicher than richest man in any age ; 
In birth and station He is all above, 
His deeds, and His alone, merit God's love. 
Tet fear not, sinner, do bat oome to Him, 
He will not turn yon empty back again ; 
Oh, no I He waitkig is, to hear your prayer. 
He will with all your imperfections bear. 
Believe in Him, and He your steps will 

gnide, 
Abide in Him, and He'll with yon abide. 
Praise Him then, Christian, with your 

eveiy breath. 
And Hell be with yon in the hour of death ; 
His Spirit will be with yon all the day. 
And when the "night " comes, bear your 

sonl away 
To yon Inright world, where with the 

heavenly host 
Yon'U sing aJond, all earthly visions lost, 
"Worthy the Lamb that was for sinners 

slain," 
" Glory for ever to His sacred name." 



UPON THE THRESHOLD. 

Upon the threshold of the year 

We stand in silent awe, 
Faith Tningllng with life's prompting fear 

And dimly visioned woe I 

The skies are dark with winter grey, 
The barren earth frost-bonnd ; 

The early twilight of the day 
Brings speedy night aronnd I 

And, anxions-faced, we forward peer 

Into the night-mists grey, 
And wonder what the new-bom year 

Will bring, or take away I 

Bat, so it leaveth ns the peace 

That keeps the soul at rest, 
We will, though care and pain increase, 

God's guiding care attest 1 

E. Lamplouoh. 



€HBIST THE FOUNDATION STONE. 

It is not knowledge that can save a man, 
God's wisdom hath devised a better plan ; 
For if bat wise men coold salvation nnd 
Then many thoasands woold be left behind. 
Neither can riches grace and pardon bay, 
Else many thoasandpoorwoald never txy. 
Nor birth, nor station, privilege can claim, 
God never loves a man for his good name. 
No, thanks to God, there's privilege for 

none. 
No man salvation bays with what he's 

done: 
All men ihroagh Christ alone their caase 

mast plead. 
All men in Gbxist alone, find all they need. 



THE BIBLE OUB BEST FBIEND. 

Oh, blessed book ! the guide of youth, 
the strength of infirmity, the staff 
and the stay of tottering years; 
thou art the book of childhood, of 
middle life, of old age— the sweetener 
of every bitter cup that is given us to 
drink. With thy comforts the poor 
man is made rich, and without tiiy 
treasures the rich man is poor. In 
thee the weary find rest, the guilty 
pardon — the perplexed counsel, the 
faint-hearted strength — ^the sick [at 
heart are made glad, the sinner is 
warned, the back^der arrested, the 
saint comforted, the dying pilgrim 
lays himself down on the soft pulow 
of thy promises, thy prospects, and 
thy peace. Thou hast a kind word 
and an endearing look for all. The 
maimed, the halt, and the blind, who 
wait at the pools of thy healing, are 
made whole of their sore diseases, 
The tongue of the dumb is made to 
sing, and the lame man to leap for 
joy. All who wait at the fountahis of 
thy consolation, "shall renew their 
strength, shall mount up with wings 
as eagles, shall run, and not he 
weary, shall walk, and not faint."— 
A. Wallace. 
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LAWFUL STBUGOLES. 

"When we feel any pressure of dis* 
tress we are not to conclude that we 
can only ofcey the will of Heaven by 
langoisning under it, any more when 
-we perceive the pain of thirst we are 
to imagine that water is prohibited. 
Of misfortune it can never be cer- 
tainly known whether, as proceeding 
from the hand of God, it is an act of 
favour or punishment ; but since all 
the ordinary dispensations of Provi- 
dence are to be jlnterpreted according 
to the general analogy of things, we 
may conclude that we are only to take 
care that we purchase not ease with 
guilt ; and that our Maker's purpose, 
whether of reward or seventy, mav 
be answered by the labours which 
He lays us under the necessity of per* 
forming. 

THE DOLL'S MISSION. 
The doll is one of the most imperious 
necessities, and at the same time one 
of the most charming instincts, of 
female childhood. To care for, to 
clothe, to adorn, to dress, to undress, 
to dress over again, to teach, to scold 
a little, to rock, to cuddle, to put to 
sleep, to imagine that something ia 
somebody — aU the future of woman is 
there. !Even when nursing and prat- 
tling, while sewing little wardrobes 
and little baby-clothes, while sewing 
little dresses, little bodices, and little 
jackets, the child becomes a little 
girl, the little girl becomes a great 
girl, the great girl becomes a woman. 
The first baby takes the place of the 
last doll. 

NAMES DO NOT ALTEB THINGS. 
Put no new names upon authentic 
virtues and vices. Think not that 
morality is ambulatory; that vices 
in one age are not vices in another ; 
or that virtues which are under the 
everlasting seal of right reason, may 
be stamped by opinion. And, there- 
fore, though vicious times sometimes 
'set up new ethics against virtue, yet 
hold thou unto old morality; and 
rather than foUow a multitude to do 
evil, stand like Pompey's pillar, con- 
spicuous by thyself, simple in thy in« 
tegrity. — Browne, 



APH0BISM8. 

Thb goodness of to-day will not 
blot out the sin of yesterday. 

Neoliobnoe is the rust of the soul, 
that corrodes her best resolutions. 

WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Ezsna Hall, Friday, Nov. 10, 1871. 
Pbessnt : Brothers Parker, Richard, 
Chamberlain, Hammer, Nott, and 
Lord. 

Brother Richard was called to take 
the chair. 

Brother Chamberlain engaged in 
earnest prayer for divine wu£)m to 
cuide us in our duties, and Clod's 
Blessing on aU the churches. 
. The minutes of the meeting held 
November the 10th, were read and 
confirmed. 

It was stated that Mr. Chamber- 
lain, the treasurer, had kindly con- 
sented to advance, to make the loan 
for the Woobum Green Chapel X50. 
The promissory note is now in the 
hands of the trustees for their signa- 
tures. 

No opening yet being made for the 
labours of Brother Rowling though 
the Secretary had applied to five cur- 
cuits, put a notice on the agenda, and 
in the Magazine; the Uommittee 
resolved, 

"That the Secretary write to the 
Sheffield District asking them to find 
labour for Brother Rowling," — ^there 
now being an application for his ser- 
vices in that district in the early part 
of the new year. 

The Secretary having corresponded 
with some of the trustees of the 
Bloxwich and Wolverhampton Cha- 
pels, as to the matter of the loans and 
interest, and having received replies 
from two of the Wolverhampton 
Trustees (Mr. Dupee and Mr. 
Mason), but these not being of a 
cheering character, the Committee 
resolved, 

" That application be made to each 
of the persons signing the note of 
hand for the loan to the Wolverhamp- 
ton Chapel, for his personal share 
therein, £b each ; on tiie payment of ' 
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which, snch person ahaU by the Com- 
mittee he released from all other 
fesponsihility pertaining to the loan: 
but that such payments must be made 
oH or before the 80th of June next." 

Mr. Bupee sent a letter promising 
to pay his ^5. 

In a letter received from Brother 
Benson/ he says he has been in- 
formed that the Bloxwich trustees 
would pay the interest on their loan. 
It was therefore, thought that this 
case might stand over for another 
month. 

Correspondence was read. The 
fbllowiDg brethren replied to the 
n^ontbly agenda: — Benson, Barley, 
Butler, Hereman, Nash, J. Parker, 
Packett, Porter, Taft, Turner, and 
AyilMnson. 
^Resolved. — "That the subject of 
ekch district being fairly represented 
on the General Committee for the 
fiitu):e, be referred to the half-yearly 
nleeting, and that the Secretary pre- 
pare a scheme to lay before the meet- 
ing, from the suggestions made by • 
the brethren in their replies to the 



liesolved. — " That the half-yearly 
Committee meeting be held on Mon- 
day, 12th of February, at Mexbro', 
in the Rotherham Circuit." 

Missionaries' reports read, 

Resolved. — " That the missionaries 
be requested to fill up the column for 
* Families Visited,* making a distinc- 
tion between the number visited 
and those prayed with, and that the 
statement be made for each day in 
filling up their reports." 

Missionaries' salaries to be paid, 
and one month's board for Brother 
Croft, now labouring to open a new 
interest in the Bradford and Wibsey 
District. The amount required, 
£28 Us. 2d. 

A letter was received from Mr. J. 
Dupee, stating he is about to open a 
HaU in London for Services, and he 
asked for a little support from the 
mission fund. But under present 
circumstances the Committee could 
not give such support. 

The trade biUs ordered to be paid. 

The Steward gave an account of 
trade done during the month. 

Brother Hammer closed the meet- 
ing with prayer. 



WESLETAN REFOBM UKION. 

The old year, with its trials and 
blessings, is now ended. TThe New 
Year has broken in upon us. May it 
be a happy New Year to all our 
churches. In order to this, let us 
bear one another's burdens : forgive 
one another's faults ; pray for the 
blessing of the Lord to rest upon all. 
Unity of labour is necessary to suc- 
cess. This we may have in each 
Church by each yielding his personal 
will and feelings to his brethren in 
general matters. Let us pray and 
work, and God will give His blessing. 
A brother, from Watery Street 
Church, in the Sheffield Circuit, 
writes:— *' We have held our Mis- 
sionary Anniversary. Brother Por- 
ter, of Doncaster, preached on the 
Sabbath ; one souf was converted to 
God. The meeting was held o!a the 
following Monday (Brother Burrows 
in the chair), Brpthers Jowsey, Green, 
Allott, Freeborough, Joell, and Nod- 
der, took part in the meeting. Our 
collections were more liberal than in 
years past." 

The Secretary of our Church at 
Middlesboro' says: — " There is a 
good work going on among our 
young people. They have formed 
themselves into a band. They have 
a prayer meeting every Wednesday 
night to themselves. It is surprising 
to us the number of young people 
they get to the meeting, and nearly 
every week they report cases of con- 
version. The Church, on the whole, 
is doing well. We have refreshing 
seasons ifrom the presence of the 
Lord. We are expecting a glorious 
outpouring of the Spirit. Last quar- 
ter we let 235 sittings ; this quarter, 
252— increase 17. The brethren here 
are interested in the Union, and pray 
for its extension in the world." 

A brother writes : — " God has been 
pleased to favour us with good suc- 
cess in the Rotherham circuit. A new 
place, called Svvinton, has been fa- 
voured with a gracious outpouring of 
the Spirit." 

From the Reading Circuit Secre- 
tary, we learn :— ** That the churches 
are in a healthy condition. The 
united prayers of the members are for 
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a deepejr work of grace in themselvefi, 
and for the oat-pourmg of the Spirit 
of God on the world. During the 
last quarter, there has been two or 
three persons brought to God. We 
are sorry there are not more. For 
when souls are being saved, members, 
churches, and circuits are in a better 
state than when souls are not being 
saved. The Mends in the town of 
Heading are making an effort to pur- 
chase the freehold of the chapel in 
which they are now worshipping, the 
lease of which will shortly expire. 
It will cost, in the purchase and al- 
terations, not less than ^1,500, to- 
ward wbich they have engaged to 
raise ^350. Any little help will be 
thankfully received and acknowledgd 
by Mr. T. C. Hobbs, 5, Ashley Ter- 
race, Beading." 

Another brother writes: — "We 
have a nice work going on at Womb- 
well, in the Sheffidd district." 

A brother now labouring in the 
Bakewell Circuit says: — "We have 
here (Youlgrave) a very nice chapel, 
large school, and excellent congrega- 
tions. Two souls have been saved." 

Brother Hodgkinson, of Measham, 
in the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Circuit, 
remarks : — " The circuit is going 
through heavy trials in some places, 
but I trust it will come out victorious 
after all.'* 

The Circuit Secretary of the Lis- 
keard Circuit, in Cornwall, writes : — 
" With respect to the state of our 
circuit, I think I may safely say 
there are signs of improvement. The 
tide of migration and emigration from 
which we have suffered so much, has 
well-nigh receded from our shores, 
and times are brighter with us. Our 
chapels are being filled with hearers. 
At Coombe we have had special ser- 
vices. Two backsliders have been 
reclaimed, and four or five have been 
converted to God. This is very 
encouraging, and we are thankful." 

A brother in the Botherham and 
Mexbro* Circuit says: — "I think 
I may venture to say that we are 
prospering in the Circuit. The visits 
of the Missionaries tell upon the 
people. We could like to see more 
additions to our churches, and often 
pray, O Lord, revive thy work. We 
have oommenced our new chapel in 



good eariiast. AH that we dtalld in 
need of now is faith, prayer, labour* 
and money. We cannot do without 
any of them, and I rest assured, if we 
have the first, we shall be Sure to have , 
the last, which is much needed." 

Brother Packett, of Bradford,' 
writes : — " I may tell you that we are 
going on very nicely at Bethesda, and 
at Shipley we have had a few con- , 
verts. I was at Addingham last Sun- 
day week, and was pleased to find . 
them in such a good state. The 
chapel was about as full as it would. 
hold at night. I preached Monday, 
and Tuesday nights. We had six. 
converted, two of whom were said to! 
be the greatest sinners in the place, 
each about 23 years of age. To God 
be all the glory." 

These are a few selections from the 
letters received during the month. 
Let these facts stir us all up to more* 
earnest labour and trust in God. 
Then shall we have A Happy New , 
Year, — which may God grant to all 
our churches. J. L. 



SPECIAL CIBCTJIT 
PRAYEB MEETING AND LOVEFEAST 
AT SHEFFIELD. 

The special Circuit Prayer Meeting 
and Lovefeast (of which notice was 
given in our November Magazine) 
was held at Watery-street Chapel, on 
Monday evening, Dec. 4th, 1871. 

Both meetings were presided over 
by Brother W. Jowsey, the president 
of the circuit, the prayer meeting 
commencing at 5.30 p.m., and the 
lovefeast at 7 p.m. It was a signifi- 
cant feature of the prayer meeting 
that each and every brother and 
sister appeared deeply to feel and ap- . 
predate fully the necessities of the 
hour ; and, if it be true that no . as- 
sembly of God's saints can receive his 
blessing unless they earnestly desire 
it, then most assuredly we had the 
affirmative verified that whenever 
they " really desire" none can hinder. 
Thanks be unto God, the clouds were 
dispersed, the storms and tempests 
ceased, and there was a great calm 
when Jesus said, -'* Peace be still," 
and the Sun of Kighteousness arose 
with healing in his wings, and as deep 
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humiliatioii, sincere confession, firm 
belief, and earnest prayer continaed, 
God was pleased, indeed, to dwell 
with men upon the earth. We think 
. each might have said, 

" Sweet the momentB, rich in bleesmg, 
Which before the cross I spend." 

It was good to be there ; one thing 
only we regret, and deeply regret. 
Upwards of forty members only were 
present at each meeting, as repre- 
sentatives of 1,100 members. This 
was the greatest obstacle, and had an 
eflfect not for good ; but we regret the 
more, because we are assured if we 
must have a revival all must desire it, 
and show that desire by practically 
putting in force those means which 
alone can secure such an end, — and 
what so likely as united prayer? 
May the Lord give us the desire. 

The experience given at the love- 
feast was such as we think would 
cheer all and discourage none. The 
experience of two we would notice. 
Said one, — " After forty years' enjoy- 
ment of the reli^on of tfesus Christ, 
during which it has been well tried, 
I find it better than ever to-day." 
Said another, — " I have seen much of 
the world and of men, and have tra- 
velled far, but I have ever found the 
religion of Christ the same every- 
where." We are persuaded it is a 
good thing thus to come together. 
Oh that, as circuits, we did not for- 
sake the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, but would often meet to humi- 
fiate, to adore, to praise, and encou- 
rage ; for as iron sharpeneth iron, so 
dotli the countenance of a man his 
friend, and we believe it really neces- 
saiT to our well being as Methodist 
Reformers that, as churches,'we often 
meet to know how we do, and ask the 
Divine blessing. Oh ! that the lan- 
guage of each neaxt might be 

Come Wisdom, Power, and Grace divine, 
Come Jesus, in thy name to join 

A happy chosen band, 
Who feign would prove thine utmost will 
And all thy righteous laws fulfil 

In love's benign command. 

Still may we to our centre tend, 

To spread thy praise our common end, 

To help each other on : 
Companions through the wilderness, 
To share a moment's pain, and seize 

An everlasting crown. 



Supply what every member wants ; 
To found the^fellowship of saints, 

Thy Spirit, Lord, supply; 
So shall we all thy love receive. 
Together to thy glory live. 

And to thy glory die. 

J. DouoHTT, Circuit Secretary. 
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CHAPEL-WALE, MASBBO'. 

BOTHEBHAK AND HEXBBO' CIBCUIT. 

We have been favoured with a visit 
for a fortnight from our Brother De- 
vine, one of the Missionaries, and we 
have had some sweet seasons, and 
special manifestations of the presence 
of God amongst us, and although we 
have no numbers to report of con- 
versions from the world, yet many of 
us have been richly blest during his 
visit. Brother Devine was no stran- 
ger to some of us, and we find him to 
be the same warm and zealous 
labourer in the vineyard of his Mas- 
ter, that we have known him to be in 
days gone by. And we think it is 
worthy of notice that when our dear 
brother commenced his missionary 
labours some few years ago, he com- 
menced in this very circuit ; and now, 
after a lapse of about four years' la- 
bour in another sphere, he commences 
his missionary work again in this 
very circuit. We find also that 
during his visit several found their 
way to the preaching services who 
had turned aside, and had become 
backsliders, but through his earnest 
appeals, both from the pulpit and by 
visitation, we are led to believe that 
they will again join the Church, and 
we. earnestiypray that the Divine 
blessing may rest upon our dear bro- 
ther wherever his lot may be cast. 
We have just commenced to build a 
new chapel in a thickly populated 
district, to cost upwards of £800. 
We are all of us poor working men, 
and we need the help and sym- 
pathy of our dear brethren in other 
circuits, and shall be most happy to 
receive any help in the way of money 
or articles for a bazaar (which the 
females have commenced this very 
week). Donations for the above ob- 
ject will be most thankfully received by 
W. Lansbury, Westgate, Rotherham, 
Corresponding Secretary for the 
Church. W. LANsernY. 
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LESSONS FROM NATURE. 

Every scene of beauty doth not hold 

A monnmental temple to our God, 

Nor is each holy spot, by hermit trod, 

In solitary holiness grown old ! 

O'er fairest scenes the peasant train may plod, 

And tender children frolic on the sod, 

Where none the witness of their wealth unfold, 

And deck high fanes with hoards of unolear gold! 

But God has planted on the fruitful soil 

Fruits, flowers, and holy beauties, which declare, 

Though marr'd by man and necessary toil. 

He made the earbh most beautiful and fair, 

And framed the might of earth, sea,' air. 

His own omniscient wisdom to declare I 

iNNUMEBABiiE ate the pleasures derived from nature as we pass through 
life : from childhood to old age it is a treasure unto mind and body, sup- 
plying all the requirements of the one, and gratifying the other in a 
thousand ways. 

The study of nature is forbidden to many, being so extensive in its 
various branches, and calling for the devotion of time, brain, and money ; 
requisitions which the busy nineteenth century world retains to prop up 
its temples, its shrines, its great worship to Mammon. But the observa- 
tion of nature is possible to all. Mariners winter-bound in arctic wastes, 
prisoners doomed to the most remote seclusion from the world, toiling 
inhabitants of cities, may all find opportunities to observe the beauties of 
nature. 

This observation of nature is both profitable and proper. It leads to 
the close contemplation of the power of God, and deepens the impression 
of the Divine wisdom and omnipotence, of the greatness of the human 
destiny, of the mighty forces which move in time, and of the unity which 
pervades the system of nature. 

The evidences of design are everywhere. The cliffs, the sands, the 
niines, the beds of rivers, all furnish their myriad organisms of past and 
present life ; and the man who takes the microscope and wanders for a 
few hours in the fields of nature, finds the revelation of a new world of 
Bueh perfect unity, such antiquity, such pregnant life, as the utmost stretch 
of human imagination would utterly fail to foreshadow. It is a fresh 
revelation of Divine majesty and power, of perfection in design, harmony, 
and force. Admiration and pleasure at the perfection of creative unity 
preclude any violent emotion of astonishment, and the mind becomes so 
impressed with the evidence of Almighty power that it loses much of its 
susceptibility of extreme wonder, and beauty and unity cease to surprise ; 
Pebruaby, 1872. c 
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any flaw or failure, were such possible, being occasion of far more 
surprise. 

In nature we have the reality of art in its highest form ; and while 
the mind receives its impression of pleasure from the contemplation of the 
most exquisite beauty, it also reaps a further benefit from observing and 
considering the relation which the subject of admiration bears to the sys- 
tem of creation. Thus, to the observer everything is beautiful and useful 
in nature, and the mind becomes so sensitive of deformity as to regard 
an accidental manifestation of such, or of suffering, with an almost painful 
emotion. 

An attentive consideration of the various designs and offices of the forms 
of animate nature impresses the mind with a respect for the creatures which 
is doubly due to them as the creations of infinite power and wisdom, and 
the instinctive servants and benefactors of the human family. Thus, 
scientific men, who slay in the pursuit of their observations and studies, 
generally respect insect life, and refrain from killing from mistaken repul- 
sion, prejudice, or an idea of averting an injury; whilst many who 
denounce the cruel practices of observers, who study to kill their speci- 
mens in the most painless manner, slay without compunction, and with 
wholesale slaughter, flies, spiders, and every unfortunate insect they 
come across, as if such destruction were meritorious, and a duty incum- 
bent upon them to perform. We also see commerce attacks with relent- 
less severity many insects and animal forms ; for there is no pity, no 
compunction to destroy those atoms in the system of nature when money 
is to be gained thereby. 

We take up some insect, we survey it as a whole, dissect it, and 
examine each part, and we find the most perfect mechanism, adaptability, 
and beauty that can be imagined. We find in it no trace of man, no 
bungling, no mistake ; everything is perfect ; it is manifested as the work 
of God, it is a miracle of care and complete unity, and as such we find 
a respect for it grow up in the mind ; it is a lesson of God ; a lesson 
from God ; and a wide view of nature and life Opens out before us. 

We should love nature, we should observe it ; for it is God's : the 
vehicle of the manifestation of eternal Spirit to man. There is so much 
of God in the world that we wonder at our unbelief, our lack of faith, and 
that any can be found in the world to deny the existence of a creative 
God. 

Much learning hath made some men mad, and they cannot bear to 
look upon the manifestation of God in nature, but must frame mechanical, 
self-existent laws to account for a system and spirituality of nature and 
life which is perfectly incomprehensible as a self-existent fact ; but as the 
creation of eternal and omnipotent Deity, it is neither difficult to realise 
nor understand. 

As such may we realise it ; as such may we understand it. ^ 

E. Lamplough* 
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CHAPTERS FOR BOYS.— LIFE'S PATHWAY. 

" All along my pilgrim way 
His loving hand hath brought me." 

CHAPTER I.— CHILDHOOD. 
Therb is a history connected with every life, however insignificant or 
however short the life. Even the shortest-lived animalcule, invisible to 
the naked eye, has its history. <* Is it not time," I said to oar carman 
this day, " that your horse should cease from work ? How old is he ?" — 
** Why, I have had him on this round for ten years, and Cox had him five 
years before I took him." He then entered into an eulogium of his horse. 
He could be quick when quickness was necessary ; for strength and endu- 
rance the Company (Great Western) had not his equal. I was pleased 
to learn from this man that there was a real attachment between him 
and his horse. This animal had its history, and an interesting and useful 
one too. 

If the lower animals have their history, how much more has man I But 
here arises a question? What is it to another what my history has 
been ? Again, is there not much danger of egotism ? Who is there that 
will be strictly honest, so as to give a faithful portrait of himself ? . I am 
not going to write a complete autobiography, but to relate some incidents 
and to depict some scenes through which I have passed on " Lifers Path- 
way:' 

A'century and a few days after the birth of John Wesley, I was born. 
I have an indistinct recollection of something solemn taking place one 
cold, snowy day. That solemn event was the burial of my father, when 
I was three years and eight months old. As I grew older, on seeing other 
boys under the care and protection of a father, I felt the sad fact that I 
was fatherless. 

I must have been very young when my eldest brother, who was a 
stone sawyer, took me with him to assist in polishing stones, at the daily 
wage of 4d. At four o'clock in the morning we rose for our work. It 
was some compensation that I had the great treat of being rowed over a 
very large pond of water, which lay between our abode and our place of 
labour. The fact is, after all, I felt a little proud in earning wages, and 
helping to build Knep Castle, in Sussex, then being erected by Sir Charles 
Merrick Burrell. I was the youngest but one' of twelve children, and 
most of us became, in part, the care of our eldest brother. 

My father was a farm labourer ; and, if my memory serves me rightly, 
so low at that time was a farm labourer's wages, that those with large 
families had pay from the parish board for a certain number of their 
children. From the first, until I reached my teens and was able to get my 
own living, I was partly supported by the parish. One of my earliest 
fears was that of being put into the workhouse. I shrank with horror 5t 
the thought. I had occasionally to pass the house, and that was bad 
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Here is a fulness for all, an ocean, whose depth may be conjectured 'but 
cannot be ascertained. Dr. Clarke observes: "This sixteenth verse 
should be put in place of ihe fifteenth, and the fifteenth inserted between 
the eighteenth and nineteenth, which appears to be its proper place. 
Thus John's testimony is properly connected." 

The law was given by Moses. Moses was born in Egypt. His parents 
were Amram and Jochebed. (Ex. vi. 20.) His grandfather was Levi. 
(Ex. vi. 16-18.) He was adopted by Pharaoh's daughter. (Ex, ii. 9, lO.) 
Moses married Zipporah. (Ex. ii. 21.) Moses 'had two sons, Gershom 
and Eliezer. (Ex. ii, 22 ; xviii. 8, 4.) Moses was to the Israelites both 
a leader and lawgiver. He wrote the first five books in the Bible. 
Their names in order are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy. He died on Nebo. (Deut. xxxiv. 1-6.) His death took 
place 1451 years before the birth of Christ: He was an hundred and 
twenty years old when he died. (Deut. xxxiv. 7.) Moses did once ap- 
pear on the earth after his death. It was in company with Elijah at the 
transfiguration of Christ. (Matt. xvii. 3.) Moses received the law from 
God before he gave it to the Israelites. (Ex. xx. 1.) The gospel came 
by Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the second person in 
the Holy Trinity. The gospel is called ** grace " because of the gracious 
manner in which it has been revealed, and the gracious provision it 
makes for the guilty, the polluted, and the helpless. The gospel is 
termed ** truth," in opposition to types and shadows of the law, and be- 
cause it contains a clear, full, and perfect system of truth. This canae 
by Jesus Christ ; the Messiah, or anointed Prophet, Priest, and King. 
" The name of Jesus, so often added to the name of Christ in the New- 
Testament, is not only that Christ might be thereby pointed out as the 
Saviour, but also that Jesus might be pointed out as the true Christ or 
Messiah, against the unbelief of the Jews." (See Acts ii. 86 ; viii. 85 ; 
1 Cor. vii. 22 ; 1 John ii. 22 ; iv. 15.) ** No philosopher, poet, or orator, 
ever chose his words so accurately as John. The law of Moses was not 
his own ; the grace of Christ was. His grace was opposite to the wrath ; 
His truth to the shadowy ceremonies of the law." (Wesley.) 

No man hath seen God at any time with his bodily eyes, in the glory 
and power of His own nature. ** Moses and others heard His voice, and 
saw the cloud and the fire, which were the symbols of His presence ; but 
such a manifestation of God as had now taken place in the person of Jesus 
Christ, had never before been exhibited to the world." (Dr. Clarke.) 
Jesus Christ holds the relation to God^' of ** Only begotten Son." He 
speaks of Himself, even while on the earth, as He *' who is in the bosom 
of the Father." He did make the Father manifest. This was done in 
His life, teaching, death, and resurrection. 

This record was John the Baptist's. He gave it when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask Him, " Who art thou ?" The 
Jews were the people of Israel, so called from the patriar^ Jo^^ The 



THE baptist's TSSTIMOlirr OOKOEHNIKa CHBIST. 23 

first time we read the word ^* Jews *' is in the reign of Jotham, the 
eleventh person who reigned over the house of Jndah after the division 
of the kingdom at the death of Solomon. (See 2 Kings xvi. 6.) The 
priests were persons set apart for the performance of sacrifices and other 
offices of religion. The Levites were the tribe of Levi ; they assisted 
the priests in the religions worship of the Israelites. Jerusalem was the 
capital of Jndsea, situated in the tribe of Benjamin. The question put to 
John by these priests and Levites was, ** Who art thou ? " 

This gave John an opportunity to renounce himself, that Jesus might 
be all in all. He said, << I am not the Christ." This is what we ought 
to admire in John and in all others. It shows his sincerity and humility 
as the servant of God. It is well for us to think little of ourselves, and 
more about our Lord. (See Job xl. 3-5.) 

They asked " What then ? Art thou Elias ? " Elias in the New 
Testament is Elijah of the Old Testament. Elijah was a prophet of 
Israel, in the days of Ahab, king of Israel. Elijah was a native of Tishbi. 
(1 Kings xvii. 1.) He was fed for a time at the brook Cherith. He was 
taken to heaven in a chariot of fire. This took place 896 years before 
Christ. (2 Kings ii. 11.) His successor as a prophet was Elisha. John 
said, "I am not." This is to be understood as referring to the real 
person of the prophet Elijah appearing on the earth, for so the Jews 
understood it. John, therefore, meant, I am not the person of the pro- 
phet re-appearing. This was taken from Malachi iv. 5. Jesus, in Matt, 
xi. 14, speaking of John the Baptist, says, ** And if ye will receive it, this 
is Elias (Elijah) which was for to come." This refers to the spirit, 
power, and boldness of Elijah, in which John did imitate Elijah. John 
wore a garment of hair ; he lived an austere life, like Elijah, in the wil- 
derness. John came for the reformation among the Jews, and the world 
through them. Elijah was raised up to reform Israel, in the days of a 
wicked king, when they had greatly corrupted their way. John reproved 
Herod. Elijah reproved Ahab. (Matt. xiv. 3-4 ; Mark i. 6 ; 1 Kings 
•xvii. 2-7 ; xviii. 17, 18.) They then asked, "Art thou that prophet ?" 
— they referred to Moses (Deut. xviii. 16), — ** and he answered, No." 

John said, " I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness. Make 
straight the way of the Lord." This was the prophecy of Isaiah xl. 3. 
These that were sent to John ** were of the sect of the Jews called 
Pharisees.*' They were a numerous and powerful sect of the Jews ; a 
captious sort of people, wonderfully tenacious about their religious cere- 
monies and traditions ; they were proud — ^thought they needed no 
repentance. 

They asked John about his baptism. ** Why baptizest thou, then, if 
thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet ?" This is call- 
ing in question John's authority to baptize. ** Not having commission 
from the Sanhedrim, as he baptized not only heathens, but Jews also." 
(Wesley.) John answered them, <* I baptize with water," to show that 
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this was a preparation for the Messiah, and that all needed Christ. It 
was not to make disciples to himself. He declared about Christ, '< There 
standeth One among you whom ye know not." Christ had not yet made 
Himself known in His public character by teaching and miracles. John 
said, " I am not worthy to unloose the latchet of Christ's shoes." We 
ought also to feel great respect for Christ, and feel unworthy of any 
place in His service, yet willing to fill any in His Church. 

These things were done in Bethabara. *' Bethabara (the meaning is, 
the House of Passage), situated on the east bank of the river Jordan, in 
the tribe of Benjamin, about thirty miles north-east of Jerusalem, over 
against Jericho. Here there was a ford over the Jordan." (J. B. Mills.) 
(Josh. iii. 15-16 ; iv. 8.) The expression, " Beyond Jordan," in Dent. 
iii. 24, means, places on the west of Jordan ; but in John i. 28 ; iii. 26, 
it refers to places east of Jordan. A. Barnes says, *' Almost all the 
ancient manuscripts and versions, instead of Bethabara, here have 
Bethany ; and this is doubtless the true reading. There was a Bethany 
about two miles east of Jerusalam ; but there was also another in the 
tribe of Beuben, on the east side of the river Jordan ; and in this place, 
probably, John was baptizing. It is about twelve miles above Jericho, 
beyond Jordan, on the east side of the river Jordan." (See also Dr. 
Clarke.) 

'' Ashamed of Jesus, that blest Friend, 

On whom my hopes of heaven depend ! 
No I when I blnsh, be this my shame — 

That I no more revere His Name !" 

John Lobd. 



Siu)u^ St^Qol Columtr* 

TALKERS AND DOERS. 

Vert often we find that talkers do not 
perform correspondingly what they 
frequently say. Such teachers I have 
met with, I am sorry to say, more 
frequently during my experience of 
Sunday school work. I have found 
that such would talk very largely, and 
make high promises and intend to 
show a better example ; but, alas, I 
have been sadly disappointed : it was 
only talk and nothing more, and like 
the vapour it soon passed away. Let 
me say that such workers— nay, do 
not call them such, I forgot they were 
only talkers — that I would far 
rather that such would not trouble 
me with their vain and useless pre- 
tensions, for no good resulted as a 
general rule from these talkers. 



Therefore I would rather that they 
would keep out of the way, and con- 
sider seriously about the high charac- 
ter of the work before they carelessly 
enter the field. Let me say to the 
Sunday School worker or Uie Kagged 
School teacher, study to perform the 
work that you are called upon to do 
in a right and proper way, according 
to the will of our blessed Lord and 
Master. But do not treat it lightly 
or indifferently ; at the same time do 
not be mere talkers, but doers. '* If 
ye know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do them." 

I almost, I may say, every Sabbath 
morning, feel an anxious desire to 
meet my scholars in the Ragged 
School. I hope it may still by the 
help of God be fostered. 

Plymouth. Thos. Heath, jun. 
Ragged School ^Si^eziAt^dent. 
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WESLEYAN EEFOBM UNION. 
We have now fully entered upon an- 
other year. Many of our churches 
have spent one week in the past 
month in special prayer meetings for 
the Messing of God to rest upon their 
chnrches, and the one universal 
church of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It is for us now to unite and la- 
bour that the word of the Lord may 
run and be glorified. 

A brother in the St. Just circuit, 
Cornwall, writes : — " As to our church 
we are living in peace, but we want 
prosperity. We want souls to be 
saved, the numbers of the faithful 
multiplied. We want the word to be 
quick and powerful, sharper than a 
two-edged sword. The Lord send us 
a mighty revival for Christ's sake. 
Our chapel, which is freehold, cost us 
upwards of £800 ; the present debt is 
^324; the ^624 we hope to pay ofif at 
Midsummer next. I do not know the 
exact number of members in our 
church at present. In fact, we are 
hardly ever at one stay, it being a 
mining district. Many have remo ved 
to America, Australia, and the north 
of England who were once members 
^th us, and we do not know how soon 
others may be leaving us. We have 
upwards of 200 children in our Sab- 
hath schools and 50 teachers. Our 
congregations keep up nicely, con- 
sidering the many that have left us, 
and the feeling that exists in the 
minds of many against Free Metho- 
dism." 

Brother Davies, of Worcester, 
writes: — "I am sorry to say we 
have no favourable account to give of 
our church. Class meetings much 
neglected ; the members are getting 
advanced in years, and little can be 
said in prospect of future prosperity." 
Brother Rowling writes : — " Last 
week Mr. Lowis was in Norwich, and 
we had a good week. I got one thou- 
sand small handbills announcing the 
services, and then assisted him in the 
same. The congregation good all the 
week for Norwich, A few have found 
peace with God. We are hoping and 
praying for many more to be made 
happy in ttie love of God." 



Brother Devine says :— " In the few 
places I have visited I have seen evi- 
dent signs of improvement and com- 
ing prosperity. The Lord of Hosts 
is with us, and he will give us the vic- 
tory. A striking instance of the 
strength and power of family religion 
in one of the places in the Bakewell 
Circuit appears to me worth record- 
ing. In meeting the classes, as we 
usually do, I obtained the following in- 
teresting facts. The leader, his wife, 
daughter, mother, and brother, meet- 
ing together; another sister with 
three sons, two of them local 
preachers ; another mother with two 
sons and a daughter ; and the last I 
shall notice is a mother with four sons 
and one daughter, all in society. 
Three of the last-named young men 
local preachers, all with us. Is not 
this a gracious sign of family reli- 
gion? How it reminds us of the 
words in Acts ii. 39 : " For the pro- 
mise is unto you, and to your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call." Our prayer is that it 
may be so in all the families con- 
nected with our churches. Parents, 
pray for your children, and bring them 
with you to the house of God. Teach 
them to respect the brethren that la- 
bour in the preaching of the Word. 
May our children be as pillars in the 
house of our God." 

We rejoice to hear that in many of 
the churches connected with the Wes- 
ley an Reform Union, the work of God 
is prospering ; that the labours of 
our missionaries are made a great 
blessing to the churches, in waking 
up the energies of the members, the 
result of which is the conversion of 
sinners to the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
Brother, in the Hunningley Lane 
Church, in the Bamsley Circuit, 
writes: — "I am requested by the 
members of our Society to ask you 

for Brother to continue with us 

four weeks instead of three weeks. 
We can say, praise God, we have some 
precious seasons. One backslider has 
been reclaimed, and we believe a good 
work has commenced." This is en- 
couraging. May it be so in all our 
churches. 

On Monday, January 8th, the 
friends of the Kentish TownOhurch, 
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in the London circtiit, held' a tea 
meeting — 80 persons took tea— and a 
public meeting afterwards, Brother 
Fisher in the chair. Brothers Lord, 
Nott, Lawson, G. Lawson, Stephens, 
and Sister Harris addressed the 
meeting. The room was crowded. 
The meeting was brought to a close 
with a prayer meeting. The Lord is 
doing us good. 

Brother Taylor, of Brassington, in 
the Bakewell Circuit, writes : — "I 
have great pleasure in forwarding the 
amount collected by our scholars for 
the missions. I should have been 
glad if the amount had been much 
larger, but I believe the children 
have been very anxious to get all 
they oould." This statement may 
serve as a sample of many more of 
the like kind the secretary is now re- 
ceiving daily. We are much obliged 
to our young people for the interest 
they have taken in collecting for our 
mission fund. We feel that though 
we cannot count our missionaries by 
hundreds, and our funds by thousands, 
yet that ike work is important is ma- 
nifest, and the iresults encouraging. 
We desire to give, on behalf of the 
Union, our most hearty thanks to the 
scholars in our Sabbath schools who 
have laboured in this work of love, 
and also to the kind friends who have 
encouraged them. May we suggest 
to our Sabbath schools the importance 
and good of having a missionary box 
in each school, so that our young 
people may always have this work be- 
fore them. Much might be done to 
help our cause in this way. It is 
time we tried to make the influence of 
our union of Free Methodist Churches 
felt in our villages, towns, cities, and 
the nation. This power is in our 
hands if we will only use it. 

Our half-yearly meeting of the 
General Committee is to be held in 
the Botherham and Mexboro* Circuit 
on Monday, February 12th. On the 
Sabbath most, if not all the pulpits 
in the circuit, will be supplied by 
members of the Committee. Our 
prayer is that the gathering of the 
brethren may be made a blessing. 
Let all our churchea pray that God 
may make it so, and that our bre- 
thren may return the better for the 
meeting. J. L. 



WESIiEYAN REFORM UKION 

COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Exeter Hall, Friday, January 12th, 1872. 

Pbescnt, Brothers Nott, Parker, 

Chamberlain, Hammer, and Lord. 

Brother Chamberlain was elected 
chairman for the meeting. 

Brother Lord opened the meeting 
with prayer. 

The minutes of the committee for 
December the 8th were read, and then 
confirmed as correct. 

The treasurer said he had received 
the promissory note from the trustees 
of the Woobum chapel, and had sent 
on the money, ^50, as the loan. 

The secretary stated that Brother 
Bowling was at present labouring for 
the Hunningley Lane Society in the 
Barnsley Circuit, and that a letter 
had been received from Brother 
Hyde, requesting Brother Rowling 
to be allowed to remain with them for 
four weeks. 

Letters have been sent to all the 
trustees of the Wolverhampton 
chapel. Four letters have been re- 
turned, the postman not being able 
to find the proper persons ; and no 
replies have been received from those 
whose letters were not returned. 

The secretary stated he had written 
to all the twelve persons signing the 
note of hand for the loan to the Blox- 
wich chapel, asking for the interest 
thereon, and requesting a reply from 
each on or before the 10th of January, 
but no reply had been received. 
(Since the meeting the secretary had 
received a letter from Bro. Lowe on 
behalf of the trustees, promising to 
pay the interest in another month's 
time.) 

Correspondence was read, and the 
following brethren replied to the 
agenda: Barley, Butler, Benson, 
Porter, and Taft. 

The following brethren have 
promised (D.V.) to tittend the half- 
yearly meeting of the committee: 
Brothers Barley, Benson, Nash, 
Nott, Packett, J. Parker, Porter, 
Hereman, Turner, Taft, Wilkinson, 
Hammer (if possible), and Lord. 

The missionaries' reports were 
read, and the committee were glad to 
notice the encouraging character of 
those reports. All referred to sinners 
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being converted to the Lord in our 
districts. 

The appointments of the mission^ 
aries were considered. The letter 
from Hminingley Lane was con- 
sidered, and Brother Howling ap- 
pointed to stay one month. The 
secretary was also requested to write 
to the church at Worcester, and offer 
the services of Brother Rowling to 
them, as at present they are rather 
low. 

The missionaries' salaries, hoard, 
and other hills due from the mission 
fund to the amount of £37 6s. 4d were 
ordered to he paid. 

The trade hills and Wesleyan 
Heform Union expenses to the amount 
of £49 19s. were voted to he paid. 

Our book steward stated the sales 
for the month. It was felt to be de- 
sirable that all our churches should 
do all in their power to help the sale 
of our hymn books and magazine. 

Brother G. M. Hammer engaged 
in prayer, and the meeting concluded. 

N.B. — It is hoped that all the 
members of the committee intending 
to be at the haK-yearly meeting wiU 
state their intention to the secretary, 
60 that proper arrangements may be 
made as early as possible. J. L. 

SHEFFIELD CIBCUIT. 

On Wednesday, December 27th, 1871, 
the Circuit quarterly meeting was 
held in Watery Street school-room, 
Sheffield. The attendance was ad- 
mitted by some to be the best they 
had ever seen on a like occasion in 
our circuit. However, the general 
aspect of the meeting was very encou- 
raging and highly satisfactory, that 
is, comparatively speaking ; for when 
we consider our total numbers, we had 
but about one -tenth of our Church 
members present, so that looking, on 
the one hand, at those assembled; 
and, on the other, thinking of those 
absent, we would thankfully say, and 
hopefully declare, "Much has been 
done ; but much remains to be done." 
The satisfactory character of the 
meeting was further manifested by 
the unanimity of feeHng in subject 
and sentiment, which we, as Chris- 
tians in Christian assemblies, would 
acknowledge as the working of the 



Holy Spirit of God. This blessing 
was as usual asked for, but more 
than usually received. Oh for more 
of the mind that was in Christ, our 
blessed Saviour, at our meetings, so 
that we all might be induced to sink 
individual desire for the general good. 
Eeviewing our circuit during the 
past year, we are very happy to say 
God has lifted upon us the light of 
His reconciled countenance, and 
shown us prosperity. From Decem- 
ber, 1870, to March 1871, we de- 
creased, and from March, 1871, to 
December, 1871, we gradually in- 
creased, so that we have now a 
larger number than we have had for 
some time ; and we also very thank- 
fully report a net increase often upon 
the past quarter. What has God 
wrought ? Ah ! but what might He 
have wrought if the machinery at our 
disposal had been faithfully and effec- 
tually used. May we war a good 
warfare during 1872, and then, we 
doubt not, our borders shall be en- 
larged. The general state of our 
circuit is, we believe, more holy, and 
the desire of our churches, generally, 
is for a revival — "a permanent re- 
vival." Good has been done, good 
ought to be done, and good must be 
done. 

At our last quarterly preachers* 
meeting a step was taken which, 
by the blessing of Almighty God, 
we hope wiU redound to His glory. 
Our readers will remember the 
scheme of Church visitation re- 
corded in our October number 
of the past year: reports have 
been received from each deputation, 
which have been most pleasing and 
highly satisfactory, and without doubt 
great good has been accomplished. 
The churches have courteously, if 
not to say lovingly, received and lis- 
tened to each ; therefore a scheme was 
proposed aiming to perpetuate some 
such organisation, which might have 
the happy influence of making us feel 
more as children in one famuy, than 
as families distinct ; for it is well 
known that our Churches are free and 
unfettered in their constitution and 
in all matters of church government, 
and it is quite possible this liberty 
may allow us to neglect the manifesta- 
tion of that love and care for each 
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other as Ohnrcbes which is the basis 
of real Christian unity, which is 
strength. To this end, and for our 
general good, a Committee was elected 
to make a plan of periodical visita- 
tions. 

Then, as we are all brethren, 
let us show ourselves even so, by 
unitedly marching as a noble 
army to the front, and with Jesus as 
our leader we shall be more than 
conqueror through Him . We humbly 
pray great prosperity may attend our 
every eflFort through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. J. Doughty, 

Circuit Secretary. 

MASBEO' NEW CHAPEL AND 
SCHOOL. 
The members and friends of the 
Wesleyan Reformers at Masbro', 
commenced on the 22nd inst., to build 
a new and commodious chapel and 
schoolroom, the Mayor of Rotherham 
having kindly consented to lay the 
foundation stone. The building is to 
be an imposing one, and will accom- 
modate 600 people, and the cost will 
approach ^900. It is hoped that the 
Masbro' friends will meet with great 
encouragement in their undertaking, 
not only from the inhabitants of Ro- 
therham and the neighbourhood where 
the chapel is much needed, but also 
that they will receive the sympathy of 
Christian Churches of all denomina- 
tions in a work so good, and so cal- 
culated to benefit the thousands by 
whom they are surrounded. 

CHBISTMAS TREE AT WIBSET. 
1'he Wesleyan Reformers of Wibsey 
having determined upon putting an 
organ into their chapel, the ladies 
organised a sewing-class, by which 
means a considerable amount has 
been raised towards the cost ; and on 
Saturday, December 30th, a public tea 
was held and an ornamental Christ- 
mas tree was exhibited. The tree was 
formally uncovered by Mrs. Robert- 
shaw, of Bradford, who presented £5 
to the fund ; she was assisted by Mr. 
Robertshaw and Mr. Jones. Some 
very appropriate remarks were made 
touching the origin and use of Christ- 
mas trees from a very early period. 
Two stalls were set up for the sale of 



needlework, comprising both useful 
and fancy goods. The school was 
beautifully decorated for the occasion, 
and a goodly company attended. 
Sacred pieces were sung at inter- 
vals accompanied by instrumental 
music. A galvanic battery and seve- 
ral curiosities were provided. The 
price of the tea was 9d., and a charge 
of 8d. admission was made on enter- 
ing to the sale from the tree. The 
toys, fruit, and fancy articles were 
disposed of from the tree without 
intermission, and the entire pro- 
ceeds of the evening amounted to 
£44 10s. Id. Votes of thanks were 
moved to singers and the ladies, and 
with three cheers each for Mr. and 
Mrs. Robertshaw, a pleasant evening 
was brought to a close. £. B. 

MIDDLESBOROUGH. 
On Sunday, Dec. 24, 1871, two ser- 
mons were preached by Brother R. 
Kicholls ; and in the afternoon a 
public love-feast was held. Truly it 
was a day of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. The influence 
was of no ordinary kind. In the 
morning, while the speaker was ex- 
patiating on the unchangeableness of 
Christ in His purposes, predictions, 
and promises, and that his strength 
has been tried by all the powers of 
darkness for ages, and His faithful- 
ness by His Redeemed from the be- 
ginning of the world, and still they 
vary not ; but, like Himself, remain 
"the same." The Spirit of the 
living God moved amongst us and 
upon our hearts, that both speaker 
and hearer were led to say, 

" My wilHng soul would stay 
Jjo. such a frame as this." 

The afternoon service was one of 
communion of saints. The fervid, 
earnest, soul-stirring experiences that 
were delivered by the friends, evi- 
dently manifesting the privilege they 
enjoyed ; like Enoch, Abraham, and 
others, " they walked with (rod," and 
their delight was to speak of Him 
"whom, having not seen, they love." 
Having enjoyed so "much of the Di- 
vine presence in the first two ser- 
vices, we were prepared for the 
evening one, and anticipated much 
of the power of the Holy Ghost. In 
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this we were not disappointed; for 
we felt it to be a season of the pass- 
ing by of the Son of God, declaring 
Himself " mighty to save." The 
portion of truth selected by the 
speaker was Acts xiii. 26 : " To you 
is the word of this salvation sent." 
The reading of the text called forth a 
hearty response of " Praise the Lord " 
from some of the members, and the 
preacher held the congregation spell- 
bound to its close. At the prayer 
meeting one soul professed to find 
peace with God. 

On the following (Christmas) day 
we had our annual tea and pubHo 
meeting. About three hundred sat 
down and partook of the good things 
provided, of which there was an 
abundance, such as centre, side, and 
cheese cakes, tarts, biscuits, bread 
and butter, ham, tongue, &c. The 
following ladies presided at the 
tables : Mesdames Simpson, Higgins, 
Gamett, Garbutt, Tyerman, Dods- 
worth, Harrison, Plant, Sound, At- 
kinson, and Coney. 

In the upper school room was a 
Christmas tree and a stall of useful and 
fancy articles, presided over by Mrs. 
Nicholls, Mrs. Wood, and Miss 
Anderson. Most of the articles were 
disposed of. 

At 6.30 the public meeting was 
commenced with that beautiful hymn, 

" Hark, the glad sound, the Saviour comes." 

^ayer was offered by Mr. William- 
son (town missionary). Mr. Alder- 
man Laws was called to the chair. 
In his opening address he referred to 
the gooihxess of God in sparing us to 
spend another Christmas on earth, 
asking, Where shall we spend the 
next? God only knows. How many 
started this year in full vigour, bid- 
ding fair for a long life ; but death 
overtook them, and they are gone ? 
We have spent another period of our 
existence ; how much nearer are we 
to the gates of heaven to-day than 
we were a year ago? How much 
more do we know of God — God as our 
Father? There must be this per- 
sonal acquaintance. The whole of 
the speech gave a religious tone to 
the meeting, which the other speak- 
ers kept up to the close. The Secre- 
taiy, Bro. K. Dodsworth, next read 



the report, which was of an interest- 
ing character. As to the numerical 
and financial position, the treasurer 
would have over ^23 in hand to start 
the new year with. Rev. P. T. 
Gilton (New Connexion) said it was 
a source of pleasure to listen to the 
report which had been just read, to 
find our position so good numerically 
and financially. That after removals 
and deaths our numbers are main- 
tained. " There is nothing so pleasing 
to me as to find the work of the Lord 
reviving. It matters not to me 
where the Lord is reviving His work, 
so long as souls are saved. I have 
found during my forty years* ex- 
perience the best way, as Methodists, 
to maintain our position individually 
and as churches is to attend the class 
meetings. I have never found a 
Methodist yet, in going up and down 
the country, who neglects his class 
meetings to be worth much as to re- 
ligious experience.'* He said, '* I love 
class meetings, the communion of 
saints. The late John Angell James 
told his church at Birmingham, * My 
friends, what we want as Congrega- 
tionalists is more of the communion of 
saints.' " He then quoted Dr. Chal- 
mers's " Methodism is Christianity in 
earnest." He pressed upon the 
church to keep up her character. 

Mr. Williamson followed on in a 
similar strain with the previous 
speaker as to the great importance of 
the class meeting and its advan- 
tages. 

The writer had next to address the 
meeting in the absence of the other 
speakers, who came after their ser- 
vices were closed at their own chapels. 

Rev. A. Watson (Presbyterian) 
took for his topic Christian activity, 
followed by the Rev. J. L. Posnett 
(Wesleyan) and W. H. Priter (Bap- 
tist). The whole of the speeches 
were characterised by much of the 
Divine influence. The choir sang 
several anthems, which told well on 
the congregation. The usual vote of 
thanks was passed. Thus terminated 
one of the most successful anniver- 
saries held at Middlesbro' for some 
years. The total income from the 
collection on Sunday and the Mon- 
day realised over ^630. At the Sun- 
day and the Monday night services 
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the chapel was fall. " Not unto us, O 
Lord, but unto Thy name be l^e 
glory, both now and for ever." Amen. 

R. N. 

BAKE WELL CIBCTJIT. 

BASLOW: ZION CHAPEL SX7NDAT SCHOOL. 

The annual examination of the Sun- 
day scholars, belonging to the Wes- 
leyan Reformers of Baslow, took 
place on Sunday, December 24th, 
1871, before large audiences in the 
chapel, which was tastefully deco- 
rated with evergreens, &c., for the 
occasion. The subject selected by 
the scholars, was " Joseph, his trials 
and honours." The young people 
were expected to prove from Scripture 
and other sources, that Joseph was 
guided and protected through all his 
trials by a kind and watchful Provi- 
dence, and that the great successes he 
achieved, and the honours he gained, 
were due to his being a pious man. 
The illustrations of their lecture con- 
sisted of five large illuminated maps. 
The whole was carried through in 
a very satisfactory manner, amidst 
the most intense excitement of the 
audience; the singing also, with 
which the whole was interspersed, 
was of a first-class order. The ad- 
dresses to the scholars, parents, and 
friends, were delivered by Mr. Bar- 
ber, of Bakewell, and Mr. Hereman, 
of Baslow. On Christmas morning, 
the chapel choir, consisting of some 
eighteen persons, sang through the 
viUage, taking with them the har- 
monium. It is scarcely necessary to 
say that during the stillness of the 
night the singing, accompanied with 
the music, was most enchanting. 
In the afternoon of Christmas day 
the usual tea meeting, on behalf of 
the Sunday school, took place, when 
upwards of one hundred and eighty 
sat down to tea; afterwards, Mr. 
Councillor Hibberd, of Sheffield, was 
unanimously called-to the chair, and 
most interesting and useful addresses 
were delivered by Mr. Neal, of Shef- 
field, Mr. Slinn and Mr. John Askey, 
of Calver, and Mr. Riley and Mr. 
Hereman, of Baslow. The choir also 
sang some excellent pieces during the 
evening. On Tuesday, the 26th, the 
scholars had their usual tea meeting, 
n which occasion they annually 



elect two firom amongst themselves as 
principal persons in the school 
during the year, — one male and one 
female; their duties are to act as 
occasional monitors, to visit the ab- 
sent or sick scholars and report to 
the superintendent, to collect the 
school books, and to perform other 
useful duties in the school. On New 
Year's eve, the watch night was well 
attended, and a most happy meeting 
it was. We entered with united 
spirits on the year 1872, resolved to 
fulfil the various duties allotted to 
us in the fear of God. On New 
Year's day the members of society, 
the Sunday school teachers, and the 
choir, numbering altogether thirty- 
five, sat down to a comfortable tea, 
and then proceeded to transact 
the business connected with our 
place of worship. Mr. Horatio 
Briddon, of Baslow, was unanimously 
called to tlie chair, when the presi- 
dent of the society, the chapel and 
society stewards, the leader of the 
choir, and other officers were elected, 
and the accounts of the past year 
audited. A very cordial vote of 
thanks was accorded to the whole of 
the inhabitants of Baslow and other 
friends, for their kind and liberal 
assistance afforded in the purchase of 
a new and first-class harmonium for 
use in the chapel, and also for their 
efficient help in other respects during 
the past year. The whole was car- 
ried through in the greatest harmony 
and kindly feeling. 

BAKEWELL. 
The Wesleyan Reformers of Bake- 
weU held their tea meeting in the 
large preaching house on Christmas 
day, when a goodly company sat 
down. After tea Mr. Lawrence Fur- 
ness was called to the chair, and 
several interesting addresses were 
delivered, especially one by Mr. Isaac 
Newton, a man of colour, and an 
escaped slave. The whole was inter- 
spersed with some good singing by 
the choir. 

CURBAK. 
The annual tea meeting on behalf of 
the Sunday school was held in the 
Wesleyan Beform chapel on Satur- 
day, Dec. 30th, 1871. Addresses were 
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delivered by Mr. Wm. Siddall, Miss 
Gregory, and Mr. John Askey ; the 
chair being occnpied by Mr. C. 

Pybus. 

YOULGEEAYE. 
On Christmas Day the annnal tea 
was held in the Keform school-room, 
Youlgreave. T wo hundred sat down. 
It was a happy and interesting 
gathering. Public meeting in the 
chapel at 6.30 ; congregation good. 
Bro. J. W. Taft occupied the diair. 
The meeting was addressed by Bre- 
thren F. J. Devine, home missionary, 
E. WUson, E. Siddall, and W. 
Brownhill. The choir rendered some 
very good pieces during the evening. 

ELTON. 
On Sunday, Dec. 4th, the yearly 
school recitations took place at El- 
ton, which gave great satisfaction. 
Bro. B. Stone directed the recita- 
tions, and Bro. E. Siddall presided 
on the occasion. 

The children's treat took place on 
Tuesday, Dec. 26, when the little 
ones were regaled with a plentiful 
supply of the good things provided. 
The scholars and friends spent a 
happy evening in the chapel. 

FOOLOW. 
On New Year's Day the Foolow 
friends held their annual tea and 
puhlic meeting. Three hundred and 
three sat down. Public meeting 
commenced at seven p.m. Bro. J. W. 
Taft in the chair. Chapel crowded. 
Speakers, Messrs. D. Thompson, 
W. Nuttall, J. Evans, J. Cook, G. 
Warn, and J. Hadfield. 

STANTON. 
On Thursday, Jan. 4th, the Stan- 
ton friends held a social tea. One 
hundred and twenty present. After 
^hich Bro. Devine delivered his lec- 
ture on "John Bunyan" in the 
chapel. Bro. J. W. Taft presided. 
Chapel well fiUed. 

The lecture was a success in every 
respect; and such a delineation of 
heroic suffering and endurance in the 
cause of truth for conscience* sake 
as was exhibited to the world by the 



" immortal Dreamer," will not soon 
be forgotten. 

I may also add, that throughout 
the circuit we have peace and har- 
mony. By God's blessing we main- 
tain our ground, and have a few souls 
converted; but our prayer is that 
God may pour out His Holy Spirit 
upon us from the Dan to the Beer- 
sheba of the circuit. 

J. W. Taft, Circuit Secretary. 



BELPER. 
Salem chapel having been consider- 
ably improved and thoroughly reno- 
vated, was re-opened on New Year's 
Day by the Rev. John Myers, of 
Leeds, ex-president of the United 
Methodist Free Churches. In the 
evening a public meeting was held. 
Liberal collections were made. 



BAELBRO' 
At the United Methodist Free 
Church, Barlbro', a public tea meet- 
ing was provided, when a goodly 
company sat down to an excellent tea, 
after which, at a public meeting, ad- 
dresses were delivered by various 
talented speakers. 

BRIMINGTON. 
A Ceiristmas tree and bazaar was 
held in the United Methodist Free 
Church school-room, Dec. 26th and 
27th, 1871. There was a very good 
attendance both days, and the sales 
realised £42, which will go towards 
defraying the chapel debt. The 
business was enlivened at intervals 
by performances on the harmonium 
by Messrs. Bentley and Wallhead. 
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BOLSOVER. 
On Sunday, Dec. 24, two sermons 
were preached in the Primitive 
Methodist chapel by the resident 
minister, the Rev. G. E. Whitehead, 
on behalf of the funds of the chapel. 

On Christmas Day a public tea 
was provided in the same chapel, 
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when about sixty persons sat down 
to a good tea. Mr. Bannister, of 
Staveley, Idndly conveyed about 
tMrty persons from Staveley to the 
above gathering. A pubUc meetiuft 
held afterwards was presided over by 
Mr. Berry, and addressed by Messrs. 
Luke, Hind, Bennett, Bannister, and 
Eev. S. G. Whitehead. The Stave- 
ley choir kindly lent their services 
for the occasion. 

BONSAL. TEA MEETING. , 
On Christmas Day last the Primitive 
Methodists of this place held their 
annual tea meeting in the chapel, 
which had been tastefully decorated 
with holly and evergreens for the 
occasion, when above one hundred 
persons sat down to a most excellent 
tea. After tea Mr. Taylor (Cromford) 
took the chair, and some very striking 
addresses were delivered. 



The Bridge of History over the Oulf 
of Time. By Thomas Cooper, 
Lecturer on Christianity, and 
Author of several popular Works. 
Hodderand Stoughton, Paternoster 
Row, London. 
Mr. Cooper, as a lecturer on Chris- 
tianity, never loses his hold on the 
public mind ; his addresses, no matter 
how often delivered, always contain 
so much that is new, and the subjects 
are handled in so racy and forcible 
a manner, that he never fails to 
obtain the most breathless attention 
from his vast audiences. To those 
who have not had the pleasure of 
hearing him speak, this " Bridge of 
History" will be especially accept- 
able ; for we have here a series of 
his lectures brought together, and 
woven into a connected, interesting, 
and readable form, which no one with 
an unbiassed mind can carefully 
peruse, and calmly weigh over his 
arguments, without rising from the 
perusal a better man. His method of 
taking up the most momentous ques- 
tions, and answering them, is peculiar 
to himself ; and being well up^ to the 
arguments and quibbles of every class 
of sceptics, he is quite able to grapple 
successfully with them. He com- 



mences his ** Bridge of History" by- 
asking a question. If, as infidels 
say, Christianity is not true, what is 
it, and where does it come from ? 
Being professed, as it is, by 336 mil- 
lions of human beings — ^the most 
civilised, the most learned, and the 
most noble nations in the world, the 
question cannot be looked upon as a 
light and frivolous one, and therefore 
deserves to be entertained and an- 
swered. Mr. Cooper takes it up, and 
meets the only two plausible theories 
that ever have, or ever can be pro- 
duced against the truth of Christi- 
anity ; namely the old pagan fable of 
the Sun, which ignores the existence 
of Jesus Christ altogether ; and the 
old mythical theory of Strauss and 
Renan, which ignores Jesus Christ's 
divinity and mission into the world. 
These two theories are taken up 
calmly, openly, and candidly, as a 
man should take them. Before Mr. 
Cooper has half finished his book, 
he scarcely leaves our atheistical 
friends a single leg to stand upon ; 
and at its close we should like to see 
the man who could bring an argu- 
ment to overthrow what he has ad- 
vanced. The manner in which he 
accomplishes his work is by tracing 
back through every century from the 
present time to the days of Jesus 
Christ, and bringing forward the his- 
torical evidence of each age for the 
truth of the doctrines of the Bible. 
Everycentury he calls an arch in his 
** Bridge of History,"and the candour, 
brevity, clearness, sound logic, and 
useful instruction he has conveyed in 
this admirable little book can scarcely 
fail, under God's blessing, if cast far 
and wide upon the world's field (even 
deducting for stony and thorny 
ground readers), to produce a crop 
of good, which will be the crown of 
his rejoicing at the great day when 
human history is summed up. It is 
a book for the milUon, for all classes 
and conditions of men, and should 
find its way into every library, every 
workshop, every school, and every 
homestead, that its wholesome lessons 
may spread every where,until the Bible 
becomes the world's great text-book, 
and the soUtary place becomes glad 
and rejoices, and the deserts bud and 
blossom like the ros^i^oOQlC 
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THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY. 
James i. 22-25. 
Thsss words suggest the following line of thought : — 

(1.) That the gospel is a system of diyine doctrines and authority. 
(2.) That as a system of diyine things it is to be propounded. (3.) That 
as a system of diyine truth it is to be profoundly studied. (4.) That as a 
system of diyinity it is to be obeyed. 

L That the Gospel is a system of Diyine dootrines and au- 
thority. It is " the perfect law of liberty." (1.) It is a law. It is the 
law of life. (2.) It is a perfect law, (Psalm xix. 7-14. (3.) It ia a law 
of liberty. It deliyers man and nations from sin and Satan, The truth 
shall make you free. 

II. That as a system of Diyine teaohino it is to bb propounded. 

" Not HEARERS ONLY." 

It must he propounded (1.) Understandably; (2.) Impressibly; 
(3.) Rememberably ; (4.) and Affectionately. 

Wehave four classes of hearers, (1.) The careless hearer; (2.) The 
forgetful hearer ; (3.) The critical hearer; (4.) The practical hearer. 

III. That as a system of Divine things it is to be profoundly 
studied. " But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty," &c. 

(1 .) The word parakupsas is very emphatic, and denotes intense gazing 
into anything. Th e gospel must be intensely studied . (2 . ) The word para- 
meinasj rendered " continueth," denotes constant study of the gospel. We 
must look into the gospel until every moral deformity is removed from us. 

IV. That as a system of Divine doctrines and authority it is 
TO BE obeyed. ** He being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the 
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed." These words point out : 
(1.) The value o^ practical Christianity. We are not to deceive ourselves 
by sophistical arguments, that is, we are not to persuade ourselves that 
we are Christians, if we do not obey the word of God. 

(2.) These words point out the real philosophy of happiness. The 
secret of happiness lies in doing the will of God. That man is not the best 
Christian who hears the most sermons, who reads the most books, who 
gives the most money to God's cause ; who talks the most : but he is the 
best Christian who is most Christ-like and obedient. 

" We live in deeds, not years ; in thoughts, not breaths ; 
In feelings, not in fig^ures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most ; feels the noblest ; acts the best.'* 

Observe, (1.) The character and glory of God's holy law — Christianity. 
It is the perfect law of liberty. It is perfect as a revelation ; it is per- 
March, 1872. i> 
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feet in its morality ; it is perfect in its politics ; it is perfect in its theo- 
logy. As a law of liberty, of perfect liberty, it will finally give mental, 
spiritual, political, and religious, liberty to every man and to every nation. 
(2.) The duty of even/ Christian, and every Christian minister, especially 
is to make known, expound, and enforce the law of Uberty to all men. 
To withhold the gospel from our fellow-men is the very essence of selfish- 
ness, it is a direct breach of God's commandment ; it is to do the heathen 
an infinite wrong. The gospel confers upon man an infinite good. 
Freely ye have received ; freely give ! (3.) My brother, you are bound 
as an intelligent and responsible being, to study for yourself the perfect 
law of liberty. Avail yourself of all the helps you possibly can which 
will enable you to understand the Bible. Every wise man will do this; 
but after all you must be your own theologian. (4.) My brother, aim at 
practical Christianity. Be a doer of the work and not a hearer only. 
Give full proof of thy faith in the atonement. The Jews used to say, 
" There are four kinds of men who visit the synagogues, 1 . He who enters 
but does not work ; 2. He who works but does not enter ; 3. He who 
enters and works ; 4. He who neither enters nor works. The first two 
are indifferent characters, the third is the righteous man ; the fourth is 
wholly evil." C. Bbiggs. 
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LESSON VI.— JOHN INTRODUCES SOME OF THE 
DISCIPLES TO CHRIST. 
John i. 29-42. 
This is the third testimony given by John the Baptist concerning Christ. 
The first is in the fifteenth verse, the second in the nineteenth. In this 
•third testimony John points out Christ as the true sacrifice for the expia- 
tion of sin. John saw Jesus coming unto him. This was John Baptist. 
He said, " Behold the Lamb of God ! " Jesus Christ is the Lamb of 
God. He is called the Lamb of God because of His spotless life and His 
sacrificial death. (See Isaiah liii. 7; Acts viii. 32-35 ; 1 Peter i. 19.) 
He was the Lamb provided and appointed by God the Father. (John iii. 
16.) The types and representatives of Jesus under the Jewish law were 
those sacrifices offered daily in the tabernacle and temple, especially the 
paschal lamb. (Exod. xxix. 38-42.) Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God 
in sacrifice was accepted by the Father. (Lukexxiii. 46 ; Actsi. 9 ; Rev. 
i. 17, 18.) Jesus as the Lamb of God taketh away sin, even the sin of 
the world. ** In the Levitical sacrifices, only the sins of the Jews were 
laid upon the sacrificial beast ; but this Lamb takes away the sins both of 
Jew And Gentile. The Lord hath caused to meet on Him the iniquity of 
us all." (Iswah liii. 6.) (Barkitt.) See also the fifth chapter in Romans. 
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Jeans did bear the penalty of the Bin of all mankuid. (Isaiah liii. 5 ; 
1 Peter i. 18-19.) John, as he saw Jesus coming unto him (it is thought 
bj some that Jesus was at this time resuming &om the wilderness after Hi^ 
temptation), said, " Behold the Lamb of God." It is our duty to behold 
Jesus. (John iii. 14, 15.) The state of mind in which we ought to behold 
Christ is attentiyelj, humbly, belieyingly, and joyfully. We are t^ 
admire and prize Him who is the true and only Lamb of God. (Isaiah 
xlv. 22.) << In three essential respects this Lamb differed from those by 
which it was represented. (I.) It was the < Lamb of God ;' the mos(i 
excellent, and the most arailable. (2.) It made an atonement for sin ; it 
carried sin away in reality and others only representatirely. (3.) It car* 
ried away the sin of the world ; whereas the other was offered only on 
behalf of the Jewish people." (Dr. Clarke.) 

John said of Christ, ** This is He of whom I said, After me cometh 
a man which is preferred before Me, for He was before me." Tlus setfS 
Jesus in e^ery way superior in excellence, dignity, and authority beforf 
John. God as well as man, and therefore infinitely to be preferred to. 
John. He had a divine and eternal existence before John had a being; 
(Micah V. 2 ; John i. 14.) 

John did not know Jesus personally, and may never have seen Him 
until the time of His baptism. " This may appear surprising, but there 
was a peculiar providence visible in our Sariour's living from His infancy 
to His baptism at Nazareth. John all the time living in the hill country 
of Judea, the life of a hermit in the deserts, ninety or more miles from 
Nazareth." (Wesley and Barnes.) See' Luke i. 39, 80. John said Christ 
should be made manifest to Israel, " to the Jews *' (A. Barnes) ; others 
say, " the ten tribes of Jacob." After the death of Solomon the kingdom 
of Judasa was divided into two kingdoms, the House of Judah, and the 
House of Israel. The tribes of Judah and Benjamin formed the kingdom 
of Jndcea, and the ten tribes the Kingdom of Israel. (1 Kings xii.) The 
first king of Israel was Jeroboam, and Behoboam reigned over the 
House of Judah. One object of Jesus coming to John's public baptism 
was that it should be maniftot, and showe^ openly who He was. 

John did bare record and said, " I saw." (See 1 John i. 1.) He saw 
the '^ Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him." 
This was the means by which John knew Christ to be the true Messiah. 

John declared, <' I knew Him not." God sent John as the forerunner 
of Jesus, and to baptize ; God said to John, '^ Upon whom thou shalt see 
the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same is He which 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost !•" It does not follow, however, that he 
had no intimation before this that Jesus was the Christ, but it means that 
by this he should infallibly know it. The certain testimony in the case 
was the descent of the Holy Ghost on Jesus at His baptism." Christ is 
He that baptizes with the Holy Ghost those that believe on Him. The 
Holy Ghost is the Ubiti person in the blessed Trinity. ^^ ^ L^oOQie 
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John's record of Christ is, « That this is the Son of God." The sense 
is, '< I plainly saw the Spirit descending and lighting in that risible form 
npon Jesns, and, at the same time, heard a yoice from heaven, which gare 
a still farther testimony to Him (Matt, iii, 17), and being hereby fully 
satisfied, I immediately did, and could but declare that this yery person, 
who now appears among yon is indeed the Son of God, the true Messiah." 
John could not mean by the term '^ Son of God," that Jesus was only a 
human being, a mere man. No 1 but must have referred to His divine 
nature as the eternal and only Son of the Father. 

The next day, the day after this full testimony that Jesus was the Son 
of God, John stood, and two of his disciples. It is thought that this 
standing was apart from the multitude. These disciples of John were not 
only those who heard him preach, but believed what he taught. 

These three looked upon Jesus as He walked. They beheld Him- 
They riewed with steadfastness and attention. John might have a wish 
to impress the character and work of Jesus on the mind of these two dis- 
,ciples, and pointing to Him, said in the hearing of all near him, << Behold 
the Lamb of God ; " that is. Observe there, the person now appears again. 
See, there He walks ; look by faith to Him. He is the Lamb of God, 
the only true propitiatory sacrifice ; the spotless Lamb of God. John 
may intend also to direct the mind of his disciples to Christ as He by 
whom the Father would more fully teach the doctrines of the kingdom 
of heaven. 

It is said, " And the two disciples heard Him speak." They attended 
to John's instruction. They understood John's record or testimony. They 
were enlightened as to who Jesus really was. Their hearts were affected 
towards Jesus. These disciples " followed Jesus." Notice, they heard, 
they believed, they followed. This is the happy way. Ought we not, who 
have often heard of Jesus, to believe and follow Him ? How many of my 
young readers have begun to follow the Lord? Again you hear of 
Jesus. Now believe I Now arise and follow the " Lamb of God ! " 

" Jesus tamed and saw them following." How kind this was of Jesus ? 
He took notice of them. He said, " What seek ye ? " "What is it you 
want ? Have you any request ? What is the. meaning of your following 
me ? Jesus knowing the first motions of the soul towards Himself, He 
would speak in an encouraging manner to them, not to embarrass them, or 
confuse them, but to begin a free and friendly conversation. How impor- 
tant that we should ask ourselves. What are we seeking ? May you seek 
Jesus. (Refer to Psalm xxvii. 8 ; Ixiii. 1 ; Prov. viii. 17; Isaiah xlv. 9 ; 
Jer. xxix. 13 ; Zeph. ii. 3.) The disciples said " Rabbi." This was a 
Jewish title, and means, ** Master " or " Teacher.'* This might be as a 
confession of their ignorance of Him but their desire to know Him, or as 
a declaration of their faith in Him as the result of John's teaching. 
" Where dwellest Thou ? " they asked Jesus. Wilt Thou allow us to 
come to Thee that we may be taught by Thee 7 These <}is9i{jl^^ ^peared 
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to want more knowledge of Him of whom John sidd, << Behold the Lamb 
of God." 

Jesus said, '< Come and see." The tn|th of God will always beaj 
testing. (See 2 Sam. xxii. 31 ; Mai. iii. 10.) Jesus said (John y. 46), 
<' Ye will not come unto me that ye might hare life." If those who know 
not Christ nor the salvation of God would come at the command of Jesus, 
they would soon find that in Him is the fountain of life, and in His light 
they should see light. These disciples came and saw where He dwelt, 
and abode with Him that day. It might hare been at the house of some 
friend where Jesus lodged, for His residence was at Nazareth. This took 
place " about the tenth hour," or about ten o'clock in the morhing. The 
Jews divided their day into twelve equal parts, beginning at sunrise. 
This would make the tenth hour about four o'clock in our time in the 
afternoon. But the Homans reckoned their time as we do, beginning at ' 
midnight. John, it is supposed, used the latter mode. This would give 
Jesus full time to instruct these disciples in the things of Himself. 

One of the disciples that thus abode with Jesus was Andrew. He was 
the sod of Jonas (See Johnxxi. 15-17). He was by trade a fisherman of 
Bethsaida, in Galilee. He was the first that attached Himself to Christ 
as a disciple. The Romish Church ought to be ashamed of their state- 
ments about the supremacy of Peter, when Andrew was before him in 
coming to the Saviour or in acknowledging Him. Andrew became one of 
the twelve apostles. He introduced tiie gospel into Scythia. He was 
crucified for his faith and preaching the gospel. This took place in 
Patrse, by order of Egeus, pro-consul of Achaia. 

Andrew's heart being affected by the instruction received from the 
Lord, he was desirous to bring his relations and friends that they 
might know the Saviour. He first findeth his own brother Simon. (Read 
the like conduct in the woman of Samaria, John iv. 28-30.) Simon Peter 
was the son of Jonas and brother of Andrew. Peter was a married man* 
Jesus miraculously recovered his mother-in-law from a fever in his house 
in Capernaum. (Mark i. 30, 31 ; Luke iv. 38, 39.) Peter preached in 
Antioch, Pontus, and other places of Asia. (Acts x. and xi.) He wrote the 
two epistles bearing his name. The first of these epistles was written in 
a place called Babylon. (1 Pet. v. 13.) It i| not known what Babylon it 
was, whether it was Babylon in Assyria, or Babylon in Egypt, or Babylon 
in Seleucia is intended ; or whether Babylon is used figuratively for Rome, 
is not fully known. It is supposed that Peter died by crucifixion, and 
that it was at Rome, with his head downwards, about a. d. 66. Andrew 
said to his brother Simon, " We have found the Messias ; " the meaning 
of which is. The Christ, or Anointed. This is a fine example for us all to 
follow. Let us go and do likewise. 

Andrew brought Simon his brother to Jesus. He did not send him. 
Not only tell him the way, but came with him. He no doubt said all he 
could in praise of Jesus, in order to persuade Simon to go to Him| and 
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then lie came with him. It is the datj of all who hare fonnd Christ to 
make Him known to others. Jesus said to Simon, " Thou art Simon the 
son of Jona : thou shalt he called Cephas, which is hj interpretation, 
A Stone.'' Christ has a perfect knowledge of all men. 

" The love of Christ doth me constrain 
To seek the wandering bouIs of men ; 
With cries, entreaties, tears, to sare, 
To snatch them from the gaping grave. 

" My life, my blood, I here present, 
If for Thy tmth they may be spent s 
Fulfil Thy sovereign counsel, Lord I 
Thy will be done, Thy name adored I 

John Lord. 



MEMOIB OP MB. THOMAS MARTIN, OF HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

BbotbbE Thomas Martin was bom at Hampden, in 1793. Bat little is 
known of his early life, except that he had a godly mother, who in addition 
to the ordinary morning and eyening deyotions, nsed to take Thomas np- 
dtairs at midday to pray with and for him. Bat this picas mother was 
taken away from him by death while he was bat a little boy, and he often 
felt her want in the trials which he had to pass throagh, as he grew 
iip to manhood. When aboat twenty years old he took a wife, and for 
some time afterwards occnpied a honse on Wycombe Heath, in which he 
was frequently disturbed in the night by what he always belieyed to be 
eyil spirits ; and this got to such a pitch, that after a dreadfal night, he 
{>rocured a cart^ and putting his worldly goods therein, he brought them 
to Wycombe, not knowing of a house to put them in ; and he and hia 
Mfe had to search for some hours before they found an empty house in 
St. Mary Street, and there they settled. He soon obtained work at the 
A1)bey as a labourer ; and sometime after his wife was conyinced of sin^ 
Under a sermon in the church by the yicar, on^ <' Behold, I set before 
thee an open door." Her conyiction was deep, and her repentance genuine^ 
and her conyersion clear. But he was unmoyed by all this, and when he 
saw her rise in the night season to cry for mercy it did not afifect him. 
When his wife was sayed, she became yery zealous for his conyersion, and 
haying herself joined the Wesleyans, she got some of the members to 
Inyite him to the class meeting. This did not suit his taste at that time, 
but when conyiction seized his conscience, he was glad to go to class, as a 
means to lead him to Jesus. He obtained mercy and forgiyeness while at 
work in the park, and leaping for joy, he praised God, and commenced 
the Mn lifei Whioh he neyer gate up. Being now a sayed man, he gaye 
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himself to the Church of Qod. He was no believer in a man being a 
Christian, who wonld not join a church. He became a member in the 
late Mr. Bird's class, in the Weslejan Society, about the year 1820, and 
attached himself altogether to the Wesleyans, as he used to say the 
church means were not enough to keep his soul aliye. He continued a 
zealous and earnest Christian, and was known among worldly men as a 
man who loyed fair-dealing, truth, and jastice. 

Mr. Dayeney succeeded Mr. Bird as the leader of the dass, and at hi9 

death Bro. Martin was appointed the leader, and was yery successful and 

acceptable to the members until the troublous times of 1849, when six 

members of his class and two others were expelled. This caused much 

commotion, and elicited sympathy from many, among whom Brother 

Martin was with the foremost to resist the unscriptural assumptions of 

the spiritual rulers of Wesleyanism in that day, and as no healing of the 

breach could be brought about, separate services were commenced in 

Barton's Yard, in which Bro. Martin took a leading part. And when the 

old Trinity Chapel became vacant, he, Bro. M. Youens, and Bro. Mills 

were the persons who took it for the use of the Wesleyan Eeformers ; 

and from that day to his last affliction, he was zealous for Beform, and 

diligent in the means of grace. And in his duty as a leader he was sue*- 

cessful ; being always on the look out for recruits, he soon gathered a 

large class together. Being a man of strong will, he usually carried his 

projects for usefulness in the Church, and that the more readily as he was 

always ready to assist in bearing the expenses of all spiritual work ; and 

loving liberty himself, he was willing that others should have it too. 

Bro. M. was blessed with a faithful and pious wife, who was a yery great 

help to him in every way, but especially in salvation work ; and he always 

mentioned her name with a loving remembrance. Their house for a long 

time was open for prayer-meetings, in which great and lasting good was 

done to many. 

Bro. Martin made the Bible his companion and daily study. He de- 
lighted in all Methodistic means of grace, especially fellowship and class 
meetings. He was glad when the Church established a public fellowship 
meeting a short time before his last affliction. When in health he loved 
to visit the sick, and relieve those in need. Sometimes he was so happy 
he would shout for joy. He always gave all the glory to Jesus. On this 
point he was jealous for his Lord. His favourite hymns were, 

" All hail the power of Jeeu's name/' 
and 

" Earth has many a scene of sorrow.*' 

These were often in his mind and on his tongue. 

As a neighbour he was esteemed by those around him, '' He was a dear 
good man," says one, " and always ready to sympathise with one in any 
sorrow." ** Nothing huri him so much as to hear Jesus dishonoured," 
says another, who knew him long and intimately. When the Church 
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decided to build « Wesleyan Beform Chapel in Wycombe lie was very 
hearty in the matter, and gaye his time and energy to promote the work, 
becoming also a liberal contributor to the building fund, and continued 
his liberality to the Chapel to the last. On Sunday, July 4ih, as I saw 
him enter the chapel for the last time, I remarked that he looked better 
and appeared to walk more firmly than for some time before ; but in. 
about half an hour after the seryice commenced, while I was reading the 
word of God, he was struck with paralysis, and was carried into the 
vestry, where he said, *' Let me stay here. What is the use of taking me 
home ! " thinking he was going to die at once. But the brethren carried 
him home, and there he lay twenty weeks in the grasp of the disease, before 
his final release from suffering and pain. During his affliction his mind 
was unsettled and rambling, and in this state he talked over many past 
circumstances of his life ; and several times referred to a sermon on 
^* Fear not, little flock," which he and his esppused wife heard at Sear 
Green. When capable of understanding, nothing pleased him so well as 
to talk or hear about Jesus and salvation. He often wept for joy, and 
shouted the praises of God for the boundless love of Jesus. He said, '^ I 
do not fear death ; for I trust in Jesus and He will save me." He en- 
joyed very much the singing of, 

" Je»u, lover of my soul," 
on several occasions when some of his visitors met in his room and sang 
it for him. When we all thought him unconscious, on our minister re- 
peating to him the first verse and pausing, he took up the second verse, 
and with a feeble but distinct voice went on : 

" Other refuge have I none, 

Hangs my helpless, soul on Thee : 
Leave, ah, leave me not alone ; 
Still support and comfort me." 

That prayer was answered: Many friends called upon him in his sick- 
ness, and to the unsaved he spoke of the urgent need of salvation, and 
urged them to seek it ; and to all he spoke of Jesus. He frequently ex- 
pressed to me his gratitude to God for His infinite love in sending Jesus 
to die for him, and £Dr sending some one to speak to him of the love 
of Jesus. About an hour before his death our minister called to see him, 
and Bro. Mills also called, and they both engaged in prayer for him ; but 
he was too far gone to notice anything ; and soon after passed away to be 
with Christ. Aged seventy-eight years. He died November .18th, and 
was interred on the 22nd in the cemetery, near the remains of his wife 
and daughter. His death was improved by our minister on Sunday 
evening, December 17ih, 1871, whenthia chapel Bro. Martin loved so well 
was excessively crowded by an attentive congregation, to whom the word 
was not preached in vain. Z. 
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POOR JACK. 
The following singalar incident was 
related by one of the speakers in a 
public meeting of the " British and 
Foreign Bible Society " : — 

" A poor drunkard was one day 
staggering in a state of intoxication 
by the brink of the sea; his little 
son only four years of age was 
walking by his side, and being very 
hungry, earnestly solicited his 
father for something to eat. The 
unnatural man, fully conscious of his 
miserable poverty, and of the criminal 
cause of it, in a fit of nngovemable 
rage, caused by intemperance, seized 
the poor child and hurled him head- 
long down the rocks into the sea, and 
then hurried away as quickly as his 
unsteady frame would allow, from 
the scene of his inhuman crime. The 
poor litUe sufferer fell into the water, 
and found a floating plank, to which 
he tenaciously clung to save his life. 
The wind blowing from the land soon 
wafted the plank, with the child upon 
it, far out into the open sea. A 
British man-of-war providentially 
happened to be passing by, and the 
watch on the look-out discovered the 
plank with its precious burden. 
Without a moment 8 delay one of the 
sailors at the risk of his own life, 
leaped into the sea, rescued the little 
fellow from his perilous situation, and 
brought him safe on board the vessel. 
He was unable to give any infor- 
mation concerning himself, except 
that he had been thrown into the sea, 
and that his name was Jack, So as 
the sailors knew of no other name by 
which to distinguish him, they called 
him ' Poor Jack.' 

"The child was treated kindly, 
and grew up to manhood on board 
that man-of-war; his behaviour was 
so good, and his general conduct so 
obliging and cheerful, that he gained 
the respect and affection of both 
officers and men, and was eventually 
appointed to be an officer over the 
sick and wounded department in the 
naval service, on board the vessel 
where he had been brought up. 
Daring one of the actions in the last 
war, an aged man, in nearly a dying 
state, was placed under his care ; the 



young officer paid him every possible 
attention, but was quite unable to 
save the sufferer s life. The aged 
stranger was fast sinking, but in bro* 
ken and often interrupUd language, 
arising from the severity of his pains, 
proceeded to address the youuff 
officer who had been so kind and 
attentive to him. *For the great 
attention you have shown to me since 
I came under your care, I wish you to 
accept this book; it is the only 
treasure 1 possess in this world.* (He 
then presented him with a Bible, 
bearing the stamp of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society.) * This book 
was given to me by a kind and pious 
lady, it has been the means under 
God's blessing of my conversion, and 
has been in consequence a great 
comfort to me in my sufferings. Kead 
it, young man, and it will guide you 
in the way you should go.* The 
young officer took the book, and the 
dying stranger went on to relate some 
of the deeds of reckless crime and 
extreme profligacv of his life before he 
received that Bible, and amongst 
other enormities he told how he had 
cast his own little son into the sea 
and drowned him, because he cried to 
him for some needful food. The 
young man was startled by the recital, 
and eagerly inquired of him the time 
when, and the place where, this oc- 
curred, and then found to his astonish- 
ment, that here was his own history." 

Reader, judge if you can the 
feelings of that young man when he 
recognised in the dying old man his 
own father, who had been brought as 
a changed man to die in the arms of 
his own son, whom he believed long 
since to be numbered with the dead; 
and judge the feelings of that father 
when he found that he who had so 
tenderly watched over him, was the 
very son whom he had so wickedly 
hurled into the sea, and whom ho 
believed had immediately perished. 

The old man soon afterwards 
expired in the arms of bis son, and 
the latter shortly afterwards left the 
naval service, and became a preacher 
of the gospel. 

On closing this little history, the 
speaker bowed to the chairman, and 
said, " Sir, I am poor Jack." 

F.J.P, 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



42 



Bxuoiona ihtiluqbhoe. 



ptixi. 



* THE ABMADA. 

Thx great Aimada left the ports of Spain, 
With sword and spear the faith of Borne 

to make 
The faith of England ; and to raise the 

stake 
And smite the tme of heart with deadly 

pain ! 
Each vessel bore cross, priest, and iron 

chain, 
The constancy of mortal men to shake I 
But the high God of truth in tempest spake, 
And raised in wrath the forces of the main, 
A patriot spirit lit the threaten'd land, 
Arms gleam'd and armies mnster'd for the 

fight; 
Fleets of defence lay off the rocky strand, 
And all dar'd allfor freedom and their right I 
But CK>d, to free his people in their need, 
Smote the invader, as winds smite the 

Autumn reed 1 



WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION. 
In presenting the summary of cor- 
respondence for the past month. It 
is important that all oar circuit se- 
cretaries should keep up a lively 
communication with tne general 
secretary. And now that the time 
of the year is upon us in which the 
circuits will be engaged in consider- 
iQg the matter of change of circuit 
ministers, and preparing the returns 
for Uie next delegate meeting, it 
may be well to remind them of 
Resolution 84 of last delegate meet- 
ing: "That all the circuits and 
churches be recommended to scru- 
tinise their returns before forwarding 
them to the secretary, so that any 
iaconvenience may be prevented at 
our future delegate meetings." This 
will save mnch trouble, and the early 
returns will help the secretary in his 
work. Let the work of the church be 
done in order, and with earnest 
punctuality; then may we hope to 
bring God s blessrug on our efforts to 
promote its interests. It is time we 
all awoke to the importance of being 
faithful stewards in the work of God's 
church. 
Brother Barley, the secretary of 



the Bradford and Wibsey District, 
writes, " We held our district meet- 
ing at Shipley, on Wednesday, Jan. 
17th, and had a very good meeting. 
We got through a good deal of work. 
We record a decrease for the six 
months of five leaders, thirty-seven 
members, one school, thirty-two 
teachers, and eighty scholars. This, 
however, is accounted for principally 
in the withdrawal of the Queensbury 
church ; it having amalgamated with 
the New Connexion, a circumstance 
we much deplore. 

" Our mission interests are looking 
up, and Bowling Back Lane is con- 
sidered to be a good opening for us. 
A class has been formed, and the 
sympathies of the public favour our 
enterprise. We resolved to ask for 
Bro. Croft to be appointed for six 
months more after the end of March. 
Bro. Croft's labours are divided be- 
tween Bowling Back Lane, Little 
Horton, and Mitchell Hill. 

** On the magazine question, we re- 
solved to push its sale as far as we can 
by urging our members to take it in. 

'* We also arranged for missionary 
meetings with sermons at Shipley, 
Slackside, Bierley Lane, Mountain, 
and Bowling Old Lane the next three 
Sundays," &c. 

Brother Nicholls, Middlesboro', 
says : " We are moving in the right 
direction, are holding special services, 
and the presence of the Lord is with 
us. Last Sunday (Jan. 14th) three 
precious souls professed to find peace 
with God. The signs of the times 
are promising for ^ood, the cloud of 
the bivine favour is gathering, soon 
we expect it will burst in blessings 
on our head. I shall do what I can 
to have the delegate meeting in 
Middlesboro*, next August." 

A correspondent from Norwich 
writes : " At Norwich the church is 
doing nicely. They were very low; 
but, thank the Lord, the church is 
vet standing up. The congregation 
has increased, and ten or twelve have 
been converted. Praise the Lord ! to 
His name be all the glory!" 

Brother Hyde, of Hunningley 
Lane, in the Bamsley Circuit, re- 
marks, ''I have great pleasure in 
saying the work of God has been 
moving steadily but gloriously on with 
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ns. Dariiig the kst three weeks 
sixteen souls have been brought to 
the attainment of peace with God 
through our liord Jesus Christ, and 
the prospect is yet brighter. I believe 
we should do wrong, and this appears 
to be the gener&l opinion of our mem- 
bers, if we were to give up the services 
at present. We desire that our mis- 
sionary should remain with us an- 
other week if possible. We feel this 
to be the will of God. Our Brother 
— is in in good health and in good 
spirits. The Lord is blessing us all 
together." 

Brother Taft of the Bakewell circuit 
writes : " I am happy to inform you 
we shall be able to double if not trebU 
our subscriptions to the miseion fund 
this year in our circuit. 

" Our missionary is doing a good 
work in the churches. Not so many 
conversions as we should like to see ; 
bnt the societies are being greatly 
blessed, and the mission fund will be 
augmented. 

"I am glad you are keeping up a 
lively correspondence with the 
churches ; it is already bearing fruit. 
I often wonder why the Great Head 
of the Church keeps the Wesleyan 
Iteform Union in existence; but so 
it is — a living fact. I am as- 
tonished; God is with us. The 
banner of spiritual liberty must 
be held aloft, however weak the 
weary hands that grasp the flag staff, 
however faint with repeated attacks 
from hell and from rel^ous corpora- 
tions. We must still rally round the 
standard for God, and for truth. 
And when the hoary systems of des- 
potic pride shall crash in the coming 
downfall and general disorganisation 
of man-made systems, it will perhaps 
be seen that we have been kept for a 
refuge and a hiding place for the out- 
casts of all. My prayer is that God 
iiiay guide us in aU things according 
to His blessed will." . 

Brother A. Holland reports : " As 
'^gards prosperity in the mission 
work, I am thankful to say that I 
iiever was doing better. This year 
so far has been a very happy one. 
I never Mi more of the power of the 
Holy Ghost, on whom I always feel 
dependent for success; and I am 
Wpy to say that the Atterolifife 



church in the Sheffield circuit, with 
which I am now labouriug was never 
in a better state according to their 
own confession. We have some grand 
meetings ; and during the two weeks 
I have been with them the Lord has 
been pleased to save twenty-eight 
souls. Praise the Lord. We are all 
saying, 'Not unto us, not unto U8» 
but unto God be all the glory.' 
Brother Doughty also says: "As a 
circuit we are in a better state ; still 
much remains to be done; and a 
closer union in spirit as churches 
would do us much good. I mean a 
course of conduct as churches snch 
as the apostle urged npon his bre- 
tiiren, ** Bear ye one another's burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ." 

Brother Lambert, of Norwich cir- 
cuit, writes : " Since Brother Lewis 
has been among us he has been made 
a great blessing to us. Brother Row- 
ling and he worked well together for 
the first three weeks (then Brother 
Bowling was removed to the Barnsley 
circuit), and the Lord blessed their 
labours. Sinners were brought to 
know the Lord, and now they are 
members of our church; and old 
members are beginning to stir them- 
selves, and are looking for better 
days. Our number is now forty-nine 
on the book. May the Lord add to 
us daily. Our * quarterly meeting 
wishes to retain the services of Bro. 
Lowis in the district for three months 
after the present appointment; and 
this is the desire of the friends through- 
out the district." 

Brother Jowsey of the Watery 
Street chapel, Sheffield writes; "I 
give you a sketch of the work of God 
which has broken out amongst us at 
Watery Street on the first Sabbath in 
the New Year. Bro. J. Neal was 
preaching from the text, * So teach us 
to number our days that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom.' At the 
conclusion of which he gave out the 
hymn commencing with, 

* for a closer walk with Qod.' 

The effect was mighty on one brother 
who dropped down on the seat, and 
whose entire system felt the mighty 
power of the Holy Ghost so that he 
shook from head to foot. A good 
brother went at once and spoke to 
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him. He left his seat the moment 
Hie henediction was pronounced, 
came forward to be prayed for; 
and though it was a struggle, the 
Lord healed his backslidings and 
made him to rejoice. Fourteen 
others, young women and youths, also 
professed to obtain peace. On the 
night following seyeral more of our 
Sunday scholars received the blessing 
of peace with God, amongst whom 
were two of my own sons, aged four- 
teen and sixteen respectively. For 
this I praise God. Two or three 
others have promised to meet in class, 
so that the hands of our Sabbath 
school teachers and officers are 
strengthened in their good work. 
Parents and teachers, pray, the 
promise is to us. The blessing will 
come. Let prayer and faith be mixed 
with our work." 

Brother Hyde of the Hunningley 
Lane church, in the Bamsley Circuit, 
says : ** Our society numbered twen- 
ty-six members at the commencement 
of the services conducted by our es- 
teemed Brother Rowling. He ex- 
pressed a strong desire that our 
numbers might be doubled before he 
left; and we rejoice in saying the 
Lord has done even more for us. On 
Sunday, Feb. 3rd, we had large con- 
gregations; and at the close of the 
evening service two young men came 
out and found mercy. Blessed be 
God! We believe that there are 
many more convinced of their sins, 
and we hope to see them brought 
to a saving knowledge of the truth. 
Upwards of thirty have been brought 
to God. The church has been much 
edified and blessed during our Brother 
Rowling's labours amongst us." 

These are a few of the statements 
received from our circuits during the 
past month. Let us, as the followers 
of Christ, feel that it is still the will 
of God that men should be saved. 
The things that are impossible with 
men are possible with God. Our 
prayers in faith will take hold of God, 
and bring Him to our help. May the 
word of the Lord have ** free course, 
and be glorified." We would for the 
peace and safety of our churches sug- 
gest that great care should be taken 
as to the men employed by them in 
conducting special services, and even 



as circuit ministers. We are sorry 
to confess that some of our churches 
have been much injured, and others 
ruined, by the employment of men 
not much known to them, or who had 
no connection with our Union. We 
give this as a word of warning ; not 
as dictation. We speak in love. Let 
our churches which want help apply 
to the general secretary for the la- 
bours of one of our missionaries ; men 
for labour and usefulness. 

Our prayer is that God may give 
to all our churches great spiritual 
prosperity. J. L. 

WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION. 

COMMITTEE MEETINa HELD IN MBXBBO*, 

On Mondat, Feb. 16th, 1872. 
In connection with this meeting, it 
being the half yearly gathering, pub- 
lic religious services were held on 
Sabbath, July 11th. The Rev. E. 
Barley preached in Masbro' Chapel, 
afternoon and evening. The Rev. J. 
Lord, at Mexbro', morning and after- 
noon, and Mr. E. Benson in the 
evening. Mr. R. Porter preached in 
the chapel at Womb well, afternoon 
and evening ; Mr. Nash at Lund Hill, 
afternoon and evening ; Mr. J. Par- 
ker at Jump, morning and evening ; 
Bro. Nott. afternoon and evening, at 
Thorn Hill: and other brethren 
preached in the neighbouring chapels. 
These services were well attended, 
and the presence of the Lord was 
felt in the midst of the people. 

On Monday, at half-past nine, the 
members of tifie Committee met in the 
body of the chapel. The meeting 
was opened by Bro. Packett giving 
out the hymn 254, and Brother Nott 
engaged in prayer. 

The following brethren were pre- 
sent at the meeting : Richard, Ben- 
son, J. Parker, Nott, Barley, Packett, 
Turner, Taft, Courtnall, Nash, Por- 
ter, Hammer, and Lord. 

Brother Richard in the chair. 

The minutes of Committee Meeting 
held Jan. 12th were read and con- 
firmed. 

The minutes of the Committee 
Meetings since the Delegate Meeting 
were read, and matters arising there- 
from were considered. 

Brothers Butler and P* Parker, 
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not being present in the meeting, 
their replies to the agenda were read. 

Besolved: That the Missionaries' 
salaries be paid, with one month's ' 
board for Brother Croft, and the 
printer's bill for Christmas Cards, 
&c., ^30 15s 2d. 

A conversation on the Missionaries' 
reports, and the visitation of our 
Missionaries to the homes of our 
people. 

Resolved: That the colnmn in 
Missionaries' Keports for families 
visited be divided into two, one for 
visits and the other for families 
prayed with, and that the Mission- 
aries' attention be called thereto. 

Mission Fand. Its condition and 
prospects stated. The consideration 
of this subject was deferred till the 
afternoon sitting. 

The spiritual state of the churches 
was next referred to. Reports from 
the Bradford and Wibsej District, 
Birmingham District, the Sheffield 
District, the London District, and 
Norfolk District were given. A few 
circuits were made special cases of 
consideration, and a resolution passed 
thereon. Most of the reports were 
of an encouraging character, for 
which the brethren praise God, and 
take courage ; at the same time feel- 
ing there is great need for increased 
efforts in the churches. 

Wesleyan Reform Union. The 
next Delegate Meeting. A conversa- 
tion thereon as to its being held in 
Middlesboro'. At this point the 
Committee left business for dinner. 
Brother Benson engaged in prayer. 

After one hour for dinner the bre- 
thren re-assembled. Brother Barley 
opened the meeting by giving out 
hymn 606, and prayer. 

The minutes of the morning sitting 
were read and confirmed. . 

The subject of the next Delegate 
Meeting was further considered ; the 
brethren feeling a wish to comply, if 
possible, with the wish of the Mid- 
dlesboro' friends and have the Meeting 
there ; yet the impression on the 
mind of nearly the whole Meeting 
was, that on account of the distance, 
many of the churches would not send 
Delegates, and that it would make 
against the interest of the Union. 
But with no wish to offend our church 



at Middlesboro', rather than this, the 
brethren would urge on all the cir- 
cuits to make an effort, and send 
their Delegates, though at a little 
more expense. The following reso- 
lution was passed : — 

Resolved : that the Secretaxy'write 
to the Middlesboro' Church, and ask 
them to give up the Delegate Meeting 
in August next. But if the Church 
in Middlesboro' still holds to the re- 
solution of the last Delegate Meeting, 
that the next Meeting be held there. 
The brethren will do their best to se- 
cure a good attendance. 

After a long conversation on the 
subject of a fair representation of each 
district on the General Committee, it 
was 

Resolved : That in the opinion of 
this Committee the present repre- 
sentation cannot be improved, the 
Delegates having the whole Union to 
select from. 

The cases of the Wolverhampton 
and Bloxwich Chapel loans were 
fully considered. The Wolverhamp- 
ton case was left according to reso- 
lution of a former Committee, but the 
Bloxwich case was fully gone into, 
and it was 

Resolved: That the Bloxwich 
Trustees be written to ; and in case 
the interest on the loan not being 
paid before the end of February, the 
loan shall be called in. 

The salary of the General Secretary 
was also considered, it having been 
reduced to £10 at the last Delegate 
Meeting, and the work being much 
increased, it was 

Resolved : That the next Delegate 
Meeting consider the present salary 
paid to our Secretary, and that this 
Meeting recommend that an extra 
sum be presented to him. 

The state of the sales of our Maga- 
zine was conversed upon, and it was 
felt needful that the sale should be 
much increased, and a hope expressed 
that all our members would do their 
best to increase its sale. It was 
thought that our Magazine should be 
made, if possible, more useful to our 
own churches by reports from our 
own circuits. It was also suggested 
that cards be printed to hang in the 
lobbies of our chapels in order to ad- 
vertise our Magazine. 
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MIS8I0NAR1B8* APPOINTMENTS. 

Brother Holland to the Sheffield 
District for the next six months. 
Brother Croft to the Bradford and 
Wibsey District for the next six 
months. Brother Lewis to the Nor- 
folk District for the next three 
months. Brother DeTine already 
arranged for in the Sheffield District 
tUl August next. Brother Bowling : 
applications for his labours to be 
made to the General Secretary. 

The state of the Mission Fund was 
now considered, and under present 
circumstances and the low state of 
the funds it was 

Resolved: That our present staff 
of Missionaries must be decreased. 

Trade bills amounting to £43 12s.7d. 
were ordered to be paid. 

Besolved: That a small slip be 
printed showing the corrections and 
alterations of the Constitution of the 
Wesleyan Reform Union, and placed 
in each copy sold for the future. 

The subject of rewards was brought 
before the attention of the Committee 
for our Juvenile Offerings, and it was 
Resolved : That more care be taken 
in the selection of rewards, and a 
sub-committee be formed for the 
purpose. 

The sales for the past month were 
referred to, and ordered to be entered 
on the minute book. 

The Members of the Committee 
having been very heartily received 
by the friends in Mexbro', it was 

Resolved : That the thanks of this 
meeting be presented to the friends 
in Mexbro' for the very kind and 
cheerful manner in which they have 
received and entertained the Mem- 
bers of this Committee. 

After the Committee Meeting the 
friends gathered to a public tea, at 
five o'clock, in the Chapel. About 120 
sat down, after which there was a 
Missionary Meeting. Brother T. H. 
Richard having to return to London 
the same evening. Brother Courtnall, 
of Sheffield, took the chair. Brothers 
J. Lord, Taft, Nott, Packett, Barley, 
Nash, J. Parker, and Benson ad- 
dressed the meeting. The power of 
God was indeed with His people. 
The singing was really Yorkshire, 
and the shouts of " Glory be to 
God," and the " Amens," were [after 



the old order. The brethren said, 
" It is good to be here." 

The Meeting in Mexbro' has given 
great pleasure, and made many 
mends to our Union. J. Jj. 

BETHESDA CHAPEL, BBADFOBD. 
This church has been for some time 
in a low condition, but now we hope 
the winter is past, and the spring 
time has come, for during the past 
year we have much reason to praise 
the Lord, and take courage. The 
seats in the chapel are better let. 
The congregation is much improved. 
And what is still better, sinners have 
been converted to God; and now 
stand connected with Uie Church. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 13th, the annual 
tea party of this church was held in 
the large school room under the 
chapel. Two hundred and twenty 
sat down to tea. This was provided 
in the true Yorkshire fashion. 
After the tea was over the public 
meeting was held in the room. The 
chair was taken by Angus Holden, 
Esq. (Wesleyan). The Rev. J. 
Packett gave out the hymn, 

" Come let us join our cheerfol songs." 

The Rev. J. Lord, of London, engaged 
in prayer. Mr. Holden, in opening 
the meeting made a few remarks on 
the liberal principles of the off-shoots 
of Methodism, and hoped that the 
parent body would soon follow in the 
path. He was glad to meet the 
people. He could love all that loved 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. J. Rais- 
trick,theRev. J. Lord, Mr. W. Nott, of 
London, and Rev. J. Packett, minister 
of the chapel, addressed the meeting. 
The choir gave a choice selection of 
music during the evening. Votes of 
thanks were given to the chairman, 
the speakers, the ladies, and the choir. 
The chairman left £6 ia the hands of 
Brother Packett for the Chapel fund, 
and a very successful and pleasant 
meeting was brought to a close. 

SHEFFIELD. 
Wk regret to learn that Bro. E. 
Hibberd, a member of the General 
Committee, died suddenly on the 23rd 
of February, through an accident. 
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BOTHEBHAM AND MEXBBO' 
CmCUIT: CHAPEL WALE, MASBBO'. 
On Monday afternoon, January 22, 
1872, the comer stone of our new 
chapel was laid, at half-past two 
o'clock. The Mends assembled at 
Masbro' Independent School, kindly 
lent for the occasion, and at three 
o'clock a procession was formed, and 
walked to the place ; arriving there, 
the ceremony was commenced by 
Brother J. Mason, of Sheffield, giving 
out hymn 472, in our own hymn 
book. This having been sung, the 
Rev. G. Whitehead, Baptist Minister, 
of Rotherham, engaged in prayer; 
a portion of Srripture was then read 
by Brother G. Turner, of Mexbro', 
president of the circuit, and then our 
Bro. G. Turner, of Midland Road, 
Masbro*, presented on behalf of the 
society, a silver trowel and a mallet, 
to S. H. Burrows, Esq., of Sheffield. 
The trowel bore the following in- 
scription : — 

"Presented to S. H. Burrows, Esq., 
of Sheffield, on the occasion of laying 
the comer stone of a New Wesleyan 
Reform Chapel, Chapel Walk, Mas- 
bro', on Monday the 22nd Jan., 1872." 

Mr. Burrows then proceeded to lay 
the stone, but first thanked the 
friends most heartily for the gift that 
had been presented to him, and he 
expressed a hope that it might 
become a heirloom in his family. He 
Tery much regretted that the Mayor 
oi Rotherham, who was to have laid 
the stone, was not present on that 
occasion, for he was sure that he 
could not have been engaged in a 
more noble work. The mayor, how- 
ever, was unavoidably prevented 
from being present on this interesting 
occasion, and he (the speaker) was 
called upon to take his place, and he 
would do his best to perform the duty 
to the best of his ability. 

The stone was then lowered to its 
place, Mr. Burrows in a very 
humorous manner, performing the 
"!^ork assigned to him. In a cavity 
in the stone was deposited a bottle 
containing the following articles: — 
"^he Rotherham and Mashro' Adver- 
i^^er, for Saturday, January 20 ; The 
^^ffield and Rotherham Independent, 
of Monday, January 22 ; London 



Daily News t Bame date; The Union 
Magazine, for January, 1872. The 
Circuit plan, a drawing of the New 
Chapel, a paper with the names of 
the trustees, architect, contractors, 
&c., and several coins of the realm. 
Offerings were placed on the stone 
to the amount of j616 10s., and a col- 
lection was taken up, making alto- 
gether the noble sum of £20. Mr. 
Burrows delivered a most excellent 
speech on Christian Brotherhood; 
and others of a similar nature were 
delivered by Bros. J. Mawson, and G. 
Whitehead, The whole was brought 
to a close by singing the doxology, 
and pronouncing the benediction. 

At five o'clock the company assem- 
bled again in the Independent School- 
room, where tea was provided, when 
upwards of 400 sat down to an ex- 
cellent tea, after which the tables were 
removed, and at seven o'clock a 
public meeting was held, presided 
over by S. H. Burrows, Esq. After 
singing and prayer, very stirring and 
appropriate addresses were delivered 
by the following brethren:— Brothers 
Mawson, Whitehead, Hobson, Hol- 
land, Riding, Wilkinson, with others. 
The usual votes of thanks were 
passed to the deacons of the Inde- 
pendent Chapel for the use of the 
schoolroom. To the ladies for pre- 
siding at the trays, to the waiters, 
and to the choir, for their very able 
services, and the nleeting was 
brought to a close in the usual 
manner. 

Thus ended one of the most 
cheering days in the history of this 
infant church ; and we cannot close 
this brief account without remarking 
that the services of the day will not 
soon be forgotten by many of us, and 
we are not without hope that much 
lasting good will result from tlie 
same. There was one very pleasing 
feature in the day's proceedings, not 
only had we many friends out of the 
circuit, but also many from other 
Christian churches in the town and 
neighbourhood, and our prayer is, 
that God may still smile upon the 
undertaking, and that this new 
building, when finished, may be the 
birthplace of many souls. 

W. Lansbuky. 
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MISSIONABT MEETINGS. 
At tbe Wesleyan Reform Chapel, 
Brierley Lane, on Sunday, January 
28, 1872, two sermons were preached 
by Mr. M. Creyke, of Bradford, and 
a missionary meeting was held at 
the same place on Monday, 20th. 
Brothers Barley, Packett, Bamett, 
Sharpe, and Croft addressed the 
meetmg, which was considered to be 
a success. The missionary delineated 
many very interesting incidents 
which had come under his own 
observation, and which are peculiar 
to the mission work. These greatly 
excited the interest of all present. 
The collections amounted to 
£1 8s. Id. Brother Bastow moved, 
and Brother Eamshaw seconded, a 
vote of thanks to the chairman and 
speakers, which was carried with 
acclamation. The service was then 
brought to a close in the usual 
manner. 

At Shipley, Sunday, January 28th, 
the Rev. John Packett preached two 
sermons, and a missionary meeting 
was held on the following Tuesday 
evening. In the absence of the 
chairman expected, (whose absence 
was occasioned by illness, but who 
honoured us with a letter of apology 
which contained a subscription to 
the funds,) Mr. R. Bamett was 
called upon to preside, and addresses 
were given by Brothers J. Packett, 

E. Barley, J. Hurst (Primitive), W. 
Sharpe, J. Cole, and T. Croft, the 
missionary. There was a good 
attendance, and the collections 
were in advance of last year. A 
vote of thanks and the doxology 
brought a very interesting meeting 
to a close. 

BAKEWELL CIRCUIT— STANTON. 
We have been favoured at Stanton 
with a fortnight's labours from Bro. 

F. J. Define. The whole of the ser- 
vices have been attended with a 
gracious influence. So precious were 
the heavenly showers of God's grace, 
that we could not help saying with 
the disciples of old, " Master, it is 
good for us to be here." Our con- 
gregations were, on the whole, very 
good. The members of our church 
attended well, and we trust that 



through the encouraging and soul- 
Btirring discourses given by Brother 
Devine, lasting and eternal good 
has been done. One soul has pro- 
fessed to find salvation through 
Christ. At the end of our brother's 
labours with us, we held a social tea 
meeting, after which Bro. Devine 
gave an interesting lecture on the life 
and times of John Bunyan, which 

gave great satisfaction to all who 
card it. We pray that the blessing 
of God may rest on our brother in all 
his labours. E. W. 

MISSIONARY SERVICES AT 
GRANTHAM. 

We have been favoured with a visit 
from our highly esteemed brother, 
Alexander Holland. He laboured 
with us for a month during part of 
October and November last with very 
great acceptance and success. He 
has, indeed, won the hearts and 
aflfections of us all. He has visited 
the whole of the members, and many 
of those who worship with us, and 
strove to benefit us spiritually in 
every possible way, and to build us 
up as a church. About twelve per- 
sons, of various ages, have professed 
to find peace, and the church, as a 
whole, has been stirred up and 
quickened. These are the visible 
results of our good brother's visit, 
and doubtless much good seed has 
been sown, which in God's own time 
will spring up and bear fruit, some 
thirty, some sixty, and some an 
hundred fold. On each Monday 
evening we held prayer meetings; 
Tuesday, preaching ; Wednesday, 
visiting the classes ; Thursday, 
preaching again; Friday evenings, 
a band meeting. 

On the last Sabbath that our bro- 
ther spent with us, he preached our 
anniversary sermons. On the Mon- 
day following a public tea meeting 
was held, when a goodly number sat 
down. After tea a public meeting 
was held, which was presided over by 
David Dixon, Esq., the ex-mayor of 
Grantham, when several ministers, 
including Bro. Holland, and friends 
addressed the meeting. 

Hoping that our good brother will 
long be spared to work zealously in 
the cause of God, 

I am, yours in Christ;^8^E. H, 
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ENTERING CANAAN. 

The contemplation of the multitude of Israel setting foot upon the soil 
of Canaan is full of peculiar interest, and calls forth a strange thrill of 
sympathy and emotion, as it were, rolling back the shadows of ages, dis- 
persing the effects of race and customs, and bringing that subtle force o^ 
common character and humanity out in bold and strong relief; forcibly 
and peculiarly illustrating the truth that we are indeed all men and bre* 
thren, possessors of a common nature, strong to assert itself under all cir- 
cumstances, and powerful to triumph over lapse of time, and orer all the 
mere boundaries of space and nationality. 

Israel's had been a strange history indeed up to that hour, and an 
equally strange history lay before it. Never people had so much to hope 
for ; never so much to look back upon. The chains of a cruel and debasing 
bondage were stricken from their limbs, and the dawn of the great day of 
their national ezistence.was breaking upon them. 

They came not as lawless invaders, with the stain of blood and rapine 
upon them, fierce for the sanguinary passions of the field, and lusting for 
the unlawful spoil of conquest. It was no barbarian irruption, carrying 
death and horror into the quiet vales of peace, and passing on from scenes 
of violence, leaving desolation and a smoking track of ruin in their rear. 

Conducted of God, they were proceeding to fulfil the great mission to 
which they were sanctified, to set up a witness for God in a land sunken 
in darkness and idolatry, and to act against the unholy occupants of the 
land as a destroying scourge of more than human potency. 

The witness of their divine appointment was with them not a thing of 
the past, though such a testimony was surely sufficient, but a testimony 
of a visible assistance, and a directing agency of an awful significance. 
Bo, in irresolution, in the weakness of their poor humanity, they trod the 
soil they were to conquer, fearful of the enemies who were to be delivered 
into their hands. Full of the fear of men fashioned after their own flesh, 
and distrusting the power of God, a power manifested in abundant mercy 
and tender compassion. Looking thus on the host of Israel, well may 
the veil of time dissolve, and the men of the two dispensations hold out 
hand to hand in recognition of a common nature, and witLthe outflow of 
a common sympathy. 

They stood on the soil with a thousand strange hopes and fears and 
memories about them. Such memories as no other people ever had ; but 
they were but sucklings in faith, and there was no evidence of devoted 
and enthusiastic ardour to undertake the work to which they were ap- 
pointed. Surely thb must have been one consequence of the Egyptian 
bondage which they had undergone $ yet they were unquestionably talented 
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men, possessed of all the skill of the Egyptians, the promise of Gk>d was 
upon them, and they had neyer felt the iron of slavish chains cat into 
their flesh, for they were the freeborn sons of divinely emancipated bond- 
men. Yet they went not forth with the energy and force of the crusaders 
of our much later days, bat they were anxious and fearful, and the walled 
towns of the Canaanites were apparently greater in their sight, more to 
be feared, than the hand of the God who had overwhelmed Pharaoh in the 
Red Sea, and fed them for forty years in the wilderness, was to be relied 
upon. 

They stood upon the soil a homeless people, coming under God's sanc- 
tion to find a new home. Their ancestors had endured the curse of a 
cruel bondage, the dnst of their fathers lay in the gloomy wilderness, 
where they had endured the terrible punishments of an offended God ; 
Moses slept in his solemn and mysterious tomb on the mount of Pisg^ah. 
And of all the men who had known the way of the Lord in their' great 
deliverance, there only remained unto them Joshua and Caleb. They re- 
membered Aaron and Moses, and the dear sires and tender mothers, 
whose weary and travel-worn feet had found no resting place in that sad 
and stony wilderness, and as they looked back upon the sepulchre of one 
of the generations of Israel, their hearts were full and their eyes brimming 
with tears. 

They remembered it all ; and oh ! how our poor nature clings to its 
sorrows, and forgets the tender love that has passed a thousand offences 
by in long, enduring, and patient mercy, and they came not to the land of 
promise and power with that faith which they ought to have exercised in 
the God of so many deliverances. 

It was to them a new land, fall of strong places, teeming with men of 
war, inured to and delighting in violence ; and was this the place where 
they should find milk and honey, and rest after sore travail, and go down 
to peaceful graves when their limbs waxed weak, and their eyes grew dim ? 

Our brethren of Israel doubted and feared as we doubt and fear, and 
were, indeed, men like unto ourselves, with the same beneficent and long- 
enduring God above them. E. Lamplough. 



LESSON VIL— THE GALL OF PHILIP— CHRIST'S 
INTERVIEW WITH NATHANAEL. 

The day after Christ conversed with Peter, Jesus would go into Galilee. 
Galilee was a province in Palestine ; there Jesus found Philip. He said 
to Philip, " Follow Me." This following of Christ properly includes five 
things. (1.) Hearkening to His instructions. (2.) Submittmg to His 
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authority. (3.) Beijing on His atonement. (4.) FoUowing His 
example. (5.) Confessing Him before men. Is it tiie datj of all thos 
to follow Christ ? If so, are we so following Christ 7 Do we wish to 
follow Christ in this manner ? Some hare supposed that it was Philip 
who said to Christ, '' Suffer me first to go and bury my father .** (Matt, 
yiii. 21-22.) Etuebius says Philip was a married man, and had sereral 
daughters. (Dr. Clarke.) 

Philip was a native of Bethsaida. Andrew and Peter were also of the 

same place. Bethsaida means a house of hunting or fishing. " Bethsaida is 

a town of Galilee, situated on the north-eastern shore of the sea of Tiberias 

or Galilee, near the place where the Jordan enters the sea. It was nearly 

opposite Chorazin, which stood on the western side of the rirer. It was 

originally a small village, but was enlarged into a city, and beautified by 

Philip the Tetrarch, who called it Julia, in honour of Ccesar's daughter.*' 

(J. R. Miles.) Bethsaida was in or near the tribe of Naphtali. When 

the Greeks came up to Jerusalem to the feast to worship, they applied to 

Philip for an introduction to Jesus, wishing to become acquainted with 

Him. (John zii. 20-21.) Jesus once said to Philip, ** He that hath seen 

Me hath seen the Father, and how sayest thou. Show us the Father 7" 

(John ziv. 9.) Philip introduced the gospel into Scythia, in company 

with Andrew. We read in the Gospels of three Philips. Philip, the 

son of Herod the Great, by Mariamne, daughter of Simon the high priest. 

He never held any government. (Matt. xiv. 8.) Philip, the son of Herod 

the Great, by MaJthace. He married Salome, the daughter of Herodias. 

(Luke iii. 1.) And Philip in our lesson. There is also another Philip 

named in the New Testament, in Acts vi. 5, and xxi. 8. This is Philip 

the evangelist. These must not be confounded, the one with the other, 

in our reading. 

Philip sought out Nathanael, and brought him to Christ. '< This Na- 
thanael is supposed to be the same with Bartholomew, This supposition 
is very likely to be correct, for (1.) None of the evangelists who mention 
Bartholomew say anything of Nathanael^ and John, who speaks particu* 
larly of Nathanael, says nothing whatever of Bartholomew. (2.) No 
notice is taken anywhere of Bartholomew's vocation, unless his and that 
of Nathanael mentioned here be the same. (3.) The name of Bartholo- 
mew is not a proper one ; it simply signifies the son of Ptolemy, and 
Nathanael might have been his true name. And (4.) John seems to rank 
Nathanael with the apostles, when he says that Peter and James, the two 
sons of Zebedee, Nathanael, and two other disciples, having gone a fishings 
Jesus showed himself to them." (John xxi. 2-4.) (Dr. Clarke.) (Refer 
to Matt. X. 3.) Philip said to Nathanael, <* We have found Him of whom 
Moses in the law and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son 
of Joseph." Moses speaks of Christ. (Gen. iii. 15; xxii. 18 ; xlix. 10; 
Bent, xviii. 18.) The prophets speak of Christ. (Isaiah iv. 2 ; vii. 14 ; 
ix.6; liii.l,&c.; Jer. xxiii. 5 ; Ezek. xxxiv. 23 ; Dan. ix. 24 ; Mic. v. 2 ; 
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Zech. Ti. 12 ; ix. 9.) The word Jesus signifies Sayioitr. Jesas is said 
to be of the town of Nazareth, yet He was born in Bethlehem. This is 
because Jesus lired in Nazareth, after His return from Egypt, until He 
became about thirty years of age. Joseph was His supposed father. The 
conduct of Philip manifests the true spirit of Christian love, and interest 
in making known to others the fact of Christ's appearing in the world. 
True grace will never rest satisfied with its own existence in itself. It 
always longs to spread itself. It will not consent to be passiye ; its yery 
nature is active, penetrating, and aggressive. 

Nathanael had a prejudice against Nazareth, so he said to Philip, '' Can 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ? '' How we ought to be on our 
guard against being led away by the influence of popular prejudice. It 
will even cause people to choose Bar abbas, an injurious person, a disturber 
of the peace, a thief, and a murderer, rather than Jesus of Nazareth ^ who 
went about doing good. Philip said to Nathanael, << Come and see.*' If 
men would only examine the evidences of Christianity, they would not so 
much oppose and reject it. The teachers of the Christian religion, so far 
from being opposed to inquiry, invite us to " search the Scriptures," and 
"to try the spirits." Nathanael's question might be. Have we any 
ground from Scripture to expect that the Messiah, or any eminent pro- 
phet, should come out of Nazareth? Philip said^ " Come and see" This 
was the same answer which he had received himself from our Lord the day 
before. Cannot God raise worthy persons out of low and despised places ? 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him. His integrity prevailed 
over his foolish bias, and he came to Jesus. How much better it would 
have been for us if we had always done so. Let us now learn this lesson. 
When Nathanael reached Him, Jesus said, '^ Behold an Israelite indeed, 
in whom is no guile." How kind this was of Christ ! He passes over 
. the mistakes and prejudices of Nathanael, and takes notice of and publicly 
proclaims his sincerity. Deceitfulness is not only the sin of the Jews, bat 
is very often ours also. We ought in this respect to be more like Jesus, 
for there was no guile found in His mouth. Jesus knew Nathanael 
because He had seen him under the fig-tree. It may be that Nathanael 
was engaged in prayer under the shade of the fig-tree when the Lord saw 
.him there. The Israelites were the children of Abraham in the line of 
Jacob. The Jews were generally notorious for deception, and multitudes 
continue so to this day. We ought to cultivate a feeling and desire to 
admire and imitate Nathanael in his sincerity. 

Nathanael was surprised, and said to Jesus, " Whence knowest thou 
me ?" Here was a wonder, in his estimation, how Christ should have 
known him, having (as he supposed) never seen him before. Nathanael 
was not at this time acquainted with the divinity of our Lord. Jesus an- 
swered Nathanael, " Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the 
fig-tree, I saw thee." Jesus now gave him to understand that His all- 
seeing eye had watched him when he was under the fig-tree. Christ is 
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everywhere present. (See Matt, xviii. 20.) This perfection of the God- 
head is called *< Omnipresence." It is a comfort to the sincere and upright 
to know that God always sees them ; hat it is a source of terror to the 
deceitful and the hypocrite. 

How full is Nathanael's confession of the truth of the Messiahship of 
Christ ? It is plain that Nathanael was at once conyinced hy the fact of 
evidence. He, without hesitation, called Jesus ''Rahhi/' Teacher or 
Master; expressing his willingness to he in future taught hy Him. Na- 
thanael said, " Thou art the Son of God," the true Messiah. It refers to 
the divine nature of Christ. Christ is the One beloved Son of God, We 
become, through Him, sons of God by adoption. Nathanael calls JesuB 
<< The King of Israel." Israel, in this place, means the Church or people 
of the living God. Christ is King of Israel, because He reigns in the 
hearts of all sincere praying persons. Does He thus reign in our hearts? 
He is said to knock at the door of our hearts, because He wishes to come 
in and reign. 

Jesus encouraged Nathanael's faith by noticing the confession already 
made. ^^ Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest 
thou ?" He promised greater things to Nathanael, than anything he had 
yet seen or heard. This refers to the more striking and numerous proofs 
of Christ's dirinity, that he should afterwards receive. Jesus is the Author 
and Finisher of our faith. He will therefore always encourage the sincere 
to entertain greater and stronger faith in Him. 

Jesus promised to Nathanael that he should see the heavens open, and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. Christ 
is called in this passage the Son of Man, because of His real Manhood. 
This was a Jewish phrase for a real human being. This expression, "Son 
of Man," is to be found 29 times in Matthew's Gospel, 14 times in Mark, 24 
times in Lnke, and 11 times in John, 78 times in all. Jesus intimates by 
what he said to Natbanael, that He would give a more abundant revelation 
of the Will of God than had ever been before given to men ; that He 
would open a constant intercourse between angels and men, and this 
promise is uttered in the strongest manner of expression. Verily, verily. 
Amen, amen. So be it. So let it be. 

What a glorious view of the Gospel is here given. It is heaven opened 
to earth, and heaven opened on earth. Let us live without guile deeply, 
habitually, sincerely, seriously, and uprightly. Then not only the eye, 
but the hand of the Lord shall be upon us for good. 

" He'll never quench, the smoking flax, 
But raise it to a flame ; 
The bruised reed He never breaks, 
Nor scorns the meanest name. 



Then let our humble faith address 

His mercy and His power ; 
We shall obtain delivering grace 

In the distresBing hour." 
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MEMOIR OF SAMUEL SMITH, OF BROWNROYD HILL. 

Samuel Smith, late of Brownroyd Hill, in the Wibsey Circuit, was the 
son of Joseph and Mary Smith. He had three brothers and one sister, 
and each in early life learnt to weave with the old hand looms, now gene- 
rally superseded by steam power ; but as our brother grew up to manhood 
he left off the weaving, and engaged himself at the iron foundry at Low 
Moor. He was very strict in his mode of living, being careful to keep 
accounts of his time, with a variety of other little matters, moneys, spend- 
ings, &c., but no record is found of when, or under what circumstanced, 
he gave his heart to God. It is, however, known that the Spirit strove 
with him when he was very young, but it was not till sometime subsequent 
to his marriage that he fully decided to live to God. He married for his 
first wife Harriet Hodgson, by whom he iad six children. The mother 
dying, these six were left with our brother, the youngest (mly nineteen 
weeks old. He struggled hard, teaching his boys to help in doing this, 
and the girls to do that ; carrying the babe with" him on Sundays to the 
house of God, having provided a bottle of milk for it in the time of 
necessity. This he carried under his vest, by which means it was kept 
warm and suitable for ils purpose. In this manner he passed nine years 
in widowhood. He then took a second partner in the person of Beatrice 
Wilkinson, herself a widow, and a person who had not only been a com- 
panion to his first wife, but who proved herself to be very suitable for the 
position to which her union with Brother Smith introduced her. He 
fully considered the heavy responsibilities entailed in undertaking the 
mothership of his children, and, therefore, he had a thorough under- 
standing with his family, that so long as he knew that his wife did what 
was right, he should insist on his children's unqualified obedience, and 
that he should not relax his right of authority to rectify all wrongs in 
dispute between them. 

It was after being at the house of God, during the life of his first wife, 
he went home and resolved to begin to pray in his own house. But his 
courage failed him, and he retired into the cellar. His wife overheard 
him at prayer. She called to him and said, " Why not both of us pray 
together ; there is no need for you to go down there." This surprised 
Brother Smith, and more so when that night his wife fully gave herself 
to the Lord, and together they commenced that life of godliness which 
sustained them in many an after trial, and which was not lost in its in- 
fluences upon their children. Most of these still live to serve the God of 
their parents, and their lives reflect credit upon their training. 

Our friend, by prudent industry and carefulness, managed to live in his 
own house. He joined the church many years since, as a member in the 
class led by a good old Methodist, at the house of John Ormond. He 
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maintained his profession throngb all the changes to which the Methodist 
Society was exposed in 1849 ; and when he died a class meeting was held 
on Sunday mornings at his own hoase, and summer and winter, at eight 
o'clock, the members always found fire and forms all in readiness, and 
always the same cheerful welcome in the countenance of Brother Smith. 
He was a man of homely habits and humble abilities, making no pre- 
tensions to being an authority. But besides having a catholic spirit, he 
had a good share of common sense, by which he would put the fastidious 
grumbler into shame. On being told the complaints of some he would 
say, ''Ah, that's nowt." Malice and ill-feeling appeared to be total 
strangers to his mind." 

Like other men he had annoyances from his inferiors. But of his 
crosses it may be said he did not himself multiply or unnecessarily retain 
them. But few things could ruffle the cheerful serenity of his temper, or 
cast a darkening shadow over his countenance, which was mostly lit up 
with a smile proceeding from inward joy. His greatest failing was his 
being susceptible of hastiness, when his authority as a teacher was des- 
pised or disputed by the children. They could not trifle with him, or 
infringe upon his rights. Among his trials may be mentioned that of the 
death of his brother, who with his wife and five children were carried oflf 
by a deadly fever within a few days. Next the loss of his partner Harriet. 
And then his eldest child, Mary, had for the last three years suflTered 
greatly in mind and body ; every day for a long time threatened to be her 
last, and yet she was spared to out-live her father, but was the very next 
funeral to succeed his. They now lie, side by side, among the silent dead. 
" They are not, for God hath taken them." 

For self-denying interest in the cause of God, the name of Sammy 
Smith will be fragrant among the lovers of Zion who knew him. He 
was ever ready to perform any little activities for the church. His hands 
and purse were alike ready for the Master's use. During the late enlarge- 
ment of the chapel he might have been seen at early mom and late at 
night, " Working for the Lord." He could not tolerate anything which 
tended to laziness, having a great aversion to idle gossip. If at any time 
he had a day oS from his usual work, his garden walks, or house pointing 
or painting, always found him employment. He used to say, " I must 
get in full time." Ho was no party to any clique companionships in the 
church. He could not be prevailed upon to run about after popular 
preachers. He would say, " No place like home." When asked to join 
his neighbours in a week*s holiday at the seaside during summer, he 
would say, '^ I am no infidel ; I believe there is a sea without going a 
hundred miles to see if it be so or not." 

While Brother Smith was far from being mean or niggardly, yet he 
studied economy. He had shared in adversity so much, that when he 
lost his first wife he owed £20 ; but never after did he lack work, and 
though he was not priyileged to be rewarded with very high wages, yet 
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be took care, and if he saw a nail wanted here, or paint or putty there, 
he minded to make the " stitch in time/' which, as the adage says, " saves 
nine." His honesty of life and conversation was remarkable, sometimes 
appearing to approach to abruptness, but he only required .to be known 
to be appreciated. The lore-feasts and Sunday night prayer meetings lost 
support in the decease of Brother Smith. He was a lover of singing es- 
pecially of tunes in a sevens metre. '^ Jesu, lover of my soul," was a great 
favourite, and a common remark of his was, " Sudden death, sudden glory;'' 
— and such glory it must have been to him. He was only poorly a day or 
two, being at his work on the Saturday, November 11th, and when the 
sun rose on the 12th, his spirit had fled. He was heard in the night to 
be ruttling in the throat. His partner grasped him in her arms, but the 
power of speech had gone, and in a minute or two he was gone. 

He had reached his sixty- fourth year, and was interred at the Wesleyan 
Reform Chapel, Wibsey, on November 16th. In paying our compliment 
to Brother Smith in these few lines, we simply add, << He is worthy for 
whom we do this." E. B. 



|«trj» 



ON TIME. 
Oh, Time I thy waters bear away 

The choicest gifts of earth ; 
Leaying but ruin and decay 

As evidence of birth ! 
Thou bringest forth, to snatch away, 
And f osterest yigonr for decay 1 

Thou scatterest human dost abroad, 
Bleached bone and eyeless skull ; 

And where earth's mightiest ones have rode 
Fair children wild flowers cull, 

Nor dream that kings have trod the plain 

With bristling armies for their train ! 

An awful mystery thou art 

Unto the sons of men ; 
Before thy course May blossoms start 

And wither in a span ! 
Thou caU'st at once to smile and weep. 
To scatter seed, and harrest reap ! 

Man comes within thy mystic sway, 

With wailing cry of pam, 
And beareth with him nought away 

Of aU life's fitful gain I 
Thou cast'st oblivion round his name, 
Or, greatest gift, a partial fame Ij 

Thou art the servant of the Lord! 

Within thy cyde man 
Prepares him for the sure abode 

In heavenly bliss or ban I 
Although thou reign'st with bitter plaints, 
Thou art the cradle of the saints I 

Thou saw'st man's great and bitter loss, 

Scape-goat and sacrifice ; 
The awful, sad, redeeming cross. 

The Prince of life arise I 
To thee man strikes a lofty chord. 
The holy agent of our Lord 1 



We make thy voices as a dirge, 

Becording crime and sin ; 
Beating thy deep to yeasty surge, 

'Mid elemental din I 
We are the traitors, ours the crime 
That fiUs thy course with sorrow. Time I 
E. Lamplouoh. 



WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE. 
Exeter Hall, Friday, March 8th. 
Present : Bros. P. Parker, W. Nott, 
J. Parker, T. Chamberlain, T. H. 
Eichard, G. M. Hammer, and J. 
Lord. 

Brother T. H. Bichard in the chair. 

Besolved : That the minutes of the 
Committee Meeting, held Feh. 12th, 
he confirmed. 

Brothers Nash, Turner, Packett, 
Courtnall, Butler, Porter, Hereman, 
and Wilkinson replied by letter to 
the Agenda. 

Brother T. Chamberlain introduced 
a conversation on the necessity of our 
Magazine being made a teacher of 
the Wesleyan Reform history and 
principles for the benefit of the 
younger members of our churches. 

The correspondence was read. 
Many matters of importance were 
embraced in the letters from the 
Circuits. 
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The General Secretary to write to 
the Secretaiy of the Reepham Circuit 
and the Secretary of the Norfolk 
District, in order tbat the labours of 
the Missionary may as much as pos- 
sible be given to the Keepham Cir- 
cuit, under its present circumstances. 

Brother A. Holland having accepted 
an invitation from the Grantham 
Circuit to become its minister, sent 
in his resignation as a Missionary. 

Resolved : That the resignation of 
Brother A. Holland be accepted, and 
that he be released from his engage- 
ment with the Committee on the 22nd 
of April, according to his own desire. 

A conversation was now entered 
upon as to the death of our highly 
esteemed Brother Hibberd, of Shef- 
field. His loss to the Union was felt 
to be great, yet, as expressed by a 
brother, our loss was his gain. A 
letter of sympathy is to be written 
and sent to the widow, Mrs. Hibberd, 
and signed on behalf of the Com- 
mittee by the Chairman, the Trea- 
surer, and Secretary of the Union. 

The Missionaries' reports were 
read. It was found that some of the 
Missionaries had not paid proper 
attention to the information required 
as to those professing to be converted 
joining the Church. To this subject 
the attention of the Missionaries is 
urged. It gave the Committee great 
pleasure to find that the blessing of 
the Lord had rested upon the Mission 
work during the month, and that 
over forty are reported as brought to 
the Lord. 

The Missionaries' salaries and 
other expenses were ordered to be 
paid, amounting to £29 13s. lOd. 

The Secretary is to write out the 
alterations made in the constitution 
of the Wesleyan Reform Union, by 
resolutions of Delegate Meetings, and 
that said alterations be printed on a 
small slip and placed in the copies of 
the constitution now on hand for 
sale. 

The matter of withdrawing the 
notice given last month to one of the 
Missionaries to be considered at our 
next Meeting. 

Brothers P. Parker and Hammer 
were appointed to prepare a card to 
be hung in the lobbies of our Chapels 
and preaching places for the purpose 



of advertising the Magazine and 
Hymn Books. 

The Book Steward then reported 
the sales for the past month. Trade 
and Union bills amounting to ^24 
I6s. lOd. ordered to be paid. 

The Chairman concluded the 
Meeting with prayer. 

WESLEYAN REFOBM UNION. 
The history of the past month is not 
without its importance, both to the 
nation and to our Union. In the first 
place, the people have given such a 
manifestation of their affection and 
love to the Queen, the Prince of 
Wales, and the whole of the Royal 
Family, as that any sovereign might 
be proud to receive, and such as had 
never been given in any country to 
any sovereign ; the occasion of which 
is well known ; and it is hoped that 
the Prince whose life has been spared, 
will prove himself an example of all 
virtue, and an ornament of our 
Christian faith. 

"While many hearts were full of joy 
in the thought of a National Thanks- 
giving, a most mysterious providence 
took place by which the Wesleyan 
Reform Union has lost one of its most 
devoted, ardent, and determined la- 
bourers; one who has fought in the 
battle for Free Methodism ever since 
1848 ; Brother Emanuel Hibberd, of 
Sheffield, who, on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary, met with an accident by a 
truss of hay falling upon his head 
firom the hay loft door, over his own 
stables. He was taken up for dead, 
but he lived until the third day after 
the accident, when he departed this 
life in the peace of the gospel. He 
for many years had been an active 
member of the General Committee of 
the Union, and an earnest officer in 
the Sheffield Circuit. He fell in full 
armour, and has now, 

" Found the rest we toil to find, 
Landed in the arms of God." 

His place needs to be filled up. 
Where is the young man that will put 
on the armour and use it as well? 
The Church needs workers. Young 
men, prepare for the vineyard. The 
command is, ''Go ye also into the 
vineyard ; and whatsoever is right I 
will give you." Our history and 
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principles as Wesleyan Reformers 
are worth knowing and advocating. 
We are bold to think, the more they 
are known the more they will be 
loved. Let the young men in onr 
Churches awake to these things, that 
in the future our Churches may be 
firm and abide in the liberty of real 
Free Methodism. 

Orantham. — ^A brother writes, " It 
gives me much pleasure to say we are 
in a much better condition than we 
have been for a long time back. A 
short time since we began to feel, 
anxious for a revival of God's work 
amongst us, and for a deeper work of 
grace in our own hearts ; and, as you 
know, we invited Bro. A. Holland 
(one of the Missionaries,) to come and 
labour with us. He did so ; and God 
blessed liis labours. A few souls 
have been saved, and as a Church I 
am thankful to say we have been 
much quickened in the divine life. 
Our classes have much improved. 
As a leader, I am much pleased 
with the tone of my class; we ex- 
perience much of the presence of the 
Lord, and I believe we are all agreed 
that the work of God shall go on and 
prosper in our midst. Our members 
have been anxious to engage Brother 
Holland as our minister. He has 
received an invitation, and accepted 
the same. We hope, God willing, he 
will commence his labours on the 
first Sabbath in May. 

" Lo I the promise of a shower 
Drops already from above ; 
But the Lord will shortly pour 
All the Spirit of His love I " 

Lund Hill. — ^Brother Hirst writes, 
" I have great pleasure in informing 
you that^ gracious work has begun 
among us of late. Brother Rowling 
has been labouring with us, and we 
have had some precious seasons. 
We have had the manifestations of 
the Spirit of God in our midst. Three 
souls have professed to find the Lord. 
We are glad for that. Brother Row- 
ling had to leave us when the good 
work seemed to be beginning. We 
should like to have him for two weeks 
more. We hope tlie Committee will 
let him come on March 2nd till the 
16th. Pray for us." 

^oru^icA.— Wesleyan Reform Cha- 



pel, Belvoir Street, Heigham. The 
congregation at this place have long 
desired to obtain an instrument to 
assist them in the singing, and re- 
cently an e£fort was put forth to 
obtain an organ. Many of the mem- 
bers gave ten shillings each ; and on 
Sunday last, Feb. 25th, the opening 
services were held, when three ex- 
cellent sermons were preached by the 
Rev. R. Lewis to good congregations. 
Mr. J. Atmore, organist, played the 
organ. On Tuesday evening there 
was a public tea meeting in the 
chapel, when a large number sat 
down to tea. After tea there was a 
public meeting, at which J. Bucking- 
ham, Esq. took the chair. Addresses 
were delivered by the Revs. J. J. 
J. Kempster, R. B. Clare, and K. 
Lewis. Tlie audience was large and 
the collections were very good. The 
choir sang during the evening several 
anthems, and some pieces were played 
by the organist. The meeting was 
brought to a close by giving a hearty 
vote of thanks to the singers, and to 
the ladies who provided the tea. 
Just before the meeting separated, 
Mr. Kempster announced that they 
had got sufficient to pay for the new 
organ, which caused great applause. 

Birmingham. — The Church in this 
town is not in a lively state. Things 
are rather low and weak. May they 
unite and work for a better state. 

Reepham, — ** This is a small circuit 
and has had many difficulties to 
contend with for some time back. 
Within the last few years in this 
locnlity we have lost six preachers, 
and others have not come to take 
their places. At a united meeting of 
the churches held on Tuesday, Feb. 
27th, it was resolved to keep up an 
existence as a Circuit, and keep their 
relation to the Wesleyan Reform 
Union, and try to get the help of 
preachers connected with other cir- 
cuits, and pay their expenses from the 
quarterage from the classes. Bro. 
Fuller is appointed to be the Circuit 
Secretary. Our hope is that the 
societies in'this Circuit will work to- 
gether and not allow themselves to be 
separated. The means of prosperity 
are in their united and prayerful action 
as the people of God." 

BakeweU, — The Cirquit lyieeting 
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was held on Monday, March 4th. The 
meetiog was a good one. Peace and 
prosperity is in the Circuit ; about 
tvrenty-nine increase of members on 
the year. God be praised. 

Athhy 'de-la- Zouoh (Moira). "Se- 
yeral of the Sheffield preachers have 
Yolanteered to go out to preach mis- 
sionary sermons and hold meetings 
in this district, We made applica- 
tion, and Brother Gillatt came and 
preached two useful sermons on Sun- 
day, Feb. 25th, to good congregations, 
8Dd on the Monday evening we held 
onr Missionary Meeting. We had 
a good Meeting; Mr. N. Tibbett 
took the chair. Brothers Gamett, 
Bourne, G. Clamp, and the Congre- 
gationd Evangelist gave us very able 
and telling speeches. The collection 
was good. Our congregations are 
very good. We are united in eflfort, 
and expect an ingathering of precious 
souls into the Church. We are sorry 
that the churches do not all strive to 
keep np the Mission Fund. We 
want more, not less missionaries em- 
ployed. 

" Another of onr oldest members, 
named Thos. Bourn, died very happy 
on New Year's Day." 

Middlesboro*. — " Our Church cannot 
tbink of giving up the Delegate Meet- 
ing being held here next August. 
Yott must all come to see us. We 
sre about making extensive altera- 
tions in our Chapel. I am glad to 
say it has become too strait for us. 
We are about to enlarge it at an 
outlay of about £600, and intend 
having it completed before the Dele- 
gate Meeting." 

The facts presented in these ex- 
tracts from the letters of Circuit 
Secretaries ought to impress the 
Churches in our Union with the im- 
portance of. uniting in hard and 
prayerful labour in order to get 
greater prosperity. Why should not 
all the talent of the Church be brought 
to bear in the labour of the Cliurch ? 
in our Sabbath Schools, Tract Socie- 
ties, Cottage Preaching, and house 
to house visitation ? ** The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few : pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that He will send forth 
labourers into His harvest." 



WBSELYAN BEFORM UNION, 
ATTEBCLIFFE CHAFEL, SHEFFIELD 

CIBCUIT. 
During the past few months a sincere 
desire for the extension of God's work 
has been more than usually mani- 
fested in our church at Atterclifie. 

During the closing months of 1871, 
the aid of a missionary was requested, 
with a view to the more effectual ac- 
complishment of this most desirable 
object: but none were at liberty at 
that time. 

However, in the good providence of 
God a most favourable opportunity 
was presented early in the present 
year by Bro. Holland being altogether 
disengaged for the month of January. 
This fact was communicated to our 
church by the district secretary, and 
the members at once saw the way of 
doing much good by giving our bro- 
ther useful labour, and also by carry- 
ing out our most earnest desires in 
building up the church and having 
sinners converted. 

And we think in these circum- 
stances we see a remarkable coin- 
cidence which will have a most bene- 
ficial effect. 

Most of our readers will doubtless 
remember he commenced his mission- 
ary work at our place; and his 
returning just a year from that time 
gave him the opportunity of testifying 
the goodness of God towards him in 
prospering the work of his hands. 
With humble thankfulness he told of 
the many who had been born again 
through his feeble instrumentality, 
and his sincere desire to adhere to 
those principles which he felt to be the 
secret of his past successes. He 
further evinced his thankfulness by 
putting his sentiments into a most 
suitable discourse founded upon the 
words, '*Call to remembrance the 
former days." To say the least of it, 
this was a good beginning; for the 
truth of that text was manifested, 
" As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the 
countenance of a man his friend.** 
The congregation evidently partook 
of the thankful spirit of the preacher, 
and we felt a good work begun. 
During our brothers first visit, he 
had knit to him many hearts, and 
made to himself many friends ; and 
the remembrance of former days 
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served only to bring back pleasing 
recollections of happy hours in the 
sanctuary, and blessings received 
twelve months ago. 

Some minor arrangements of Church 
matters were at once postponed, and 
the services entered upon with a wil- 
lingness quite cheering to look upon ; 
it is said the kingdom of heaven suf- 
fereth violence, and to that we can 
bear testimony. After the first week 
it was very encouraging to see the 
young men and women (many of 
whom are elder scholars and teach- 
ers) come to the foot of the cross and 
find the joy of sins forgiven. Oh that 
we had more of these young recruits ! 

How hopeful is slich a band of 
volunteers, how promising are such 
disciples, and how satisfactory to see 
the whole life, and not merely the 
last few hours, devoted to Christ. 
This was one of the most pleasing 
features in out month's services ; also, 
the general character of the conver- 
sions have been such as to demon- 
strate the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
The saved ones have not been carried 
into the church, nor have they been 
lulled into a supposed peace : they 
have themselves sought admission; 
they have come because they could 
not stay away. They have, we be- 
lieve, knocked with their own hand, 
and now appreciate and value the 
religion they have sought and ob- 
tained. We believe our dear brother 
has wisely declined from coaxing any- 
one into the church ; for it is man's 
look out to secure present and eternal 
happiness. Bro. Holland preached 
faithfully, exhorted afiectionately, 
invited lovingly, advised with the 
seeking sinner as one who would do 
anything to help him, and let that 
suffice. A few years ago we stayed 
until after ten o'clock with one young 
man, begging of him to come to 
Christ ; but he did not feel his need 
really, and yet he would not leave 
while we stayed. 

Therefore, we hope to have the 
brethren and sisters who have joined 
us to continue with us, and never go 
back. May God keep them and bless 
them. About thirty-five professed to 
have found peace. 

Also the church has received much 
good. Our dear brother has con- 



siderably benefited us by condncting 
the prayer meetings, &c., a practice 
which to our mind very much tends to 
cement the hearts and afifections of 
members to their minister, and also 
must give to him a more correct idea 
of those peculiar requirements which- 
a man of God may supply to the 
struggling soul. We began these 
services expecting to receive. We 
have enjoyed them with much suc- 
cess and individual profit ; and though 
our Brother Holland has gone for 
awhile, his influence is yet felt, and 
the good work is still going on. The 
deep respect for Bro. Holland for 
many years past at Atterclifife, has 
been more effectually confirmed ; and 
whenever he may be permitted to 
come again, we doubt not he will be 
received with gladness and joy. To 
God only be praise given ; but for his 
servant, we humbly pray all these 
may be stars in his crown, and that 
we, with him, may meet in the better 
land. J. D. 



FUNERAL OF COU NCILL OB HZB- 
BERD, OF SHEFFIELD. 

The interment of the remains of Mr. 
Councillor Hibberd, who died on 
Friday, Feb. 23rd, from injuries re- 
ceived on the Tuesday evening pre- 
vious by a truss of hay accidentally 
falling upon him, took place on 
Monday, the 26th, at Burngreave 
Cemetery, in the presence of a large 
concourse of sympathising friends. 
The funeral procession, consisting of 
a plumed hearse, four mourning 
coaches, eight private carriages, and 
about two hundred gentlemen on foot, 
started from the deceased's residence 
in Bedford Street shortly after two 
o'clock. The principal mourners 
were; — In the first carriage, Mrs. 
Hibberd (widow of the deceased), Mr. 
H. C. Sutcliffe (brother-in-law), Mr. 
H. Hibberd (brother). Miss Eliza 
Hibberd (niece), and Mr. and Mrs. 
Wigglesworth. In the second, Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Mitchell, Huddersfield; 
Mr. A. Wigglesworth (nephew), Mrs. 
Sanderson, Mr. J. C. Sutcliffe (Wake- 
field), and Miss Clara Ann Hibberd 
(adopted daughter). In the ^hird, 
Mr. Rowland Sutcliffe, Mr. W. Wig- 
glesworth, Mr. G. Schofield, and Mr. 
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T. Swallow ; and in the fonrth. Mr. and 
Mrs. F. Stones, Mr. John Neal, and 
Mr. E. Sutcliffe (Bamsley). Among 
the gentlemen in the private carriages 
were Mr. Alderman Wood, and Coun- 
cillors Nadin, Pickering, Shipman, 
the Town Clerk (Mr. Yeomans). 
Amongst those on foot were the Rev. 
J. Lord (Secretary of the General 
Committee of the Methodist Reform 
Union in London), Messrs. S. Here- 
man, of Baslow, editor of CHRtsxiAN 
Words ; R. Porter, Doncaster ; J. W. 
Taft, Yonlgreave ; E. Courtnall, Shef- 
field; W. Wilkinson, Sheffield; and 
J. Turner, Mexbro'. The last six 
gentlemen are members of the Com- 
mittee of the Methodist Reform Union, 
of which Mr. Hibberd was also a 
member. Of the remainder on foot 
were representatives from nearly all 
the Dissenting denominations in the 
town and members of the congregation 
of Philadelphia Reform Chapel. The 
burial service was very impressively 
read by Mr. J. Neal. The corpse was 
borne to the grave by Messrs. A. 
Holland, W. Dawtry, G. Bowling, A. 
Ward, H. Turner, and C. Hobson, 
whilst Messrs. J. Shaw and F. Ward 
acted as mutes. These gentlemen 
were associated with the deceased in 
his religious duties in connection with 
the Philadelphia Chapel. The service 
at the grave was concluded, accord- 
ing to the deceased's wishes, with the 
singing of the hymn, " Vital Spark." 

A meeting was afterwards held in 
Philadelphia school-room, when a 
committee was formed to draw up a 
memorial of S3anpathy to Mrs. Hib- 
berd, and prepare a memoir of the 
deceased for publication in the maga- 
zine. 

EYAM, BAKEWELL CIRCTJIT. 

The Wesleyan Reform Chapel at 
Eyam, which through a long lapse 
of years had become greatly dilapi- 
dated, has been just restored; our 
people have put on a new roof, and 
through the very kind interest and 
great exertion of G. J. L. Dawson, 
Esq., the interior has been cleansed, 
painted, and furnished with entirely 
new sittings. This renovation, which 
is entirely due to Mr. Dawson, has 
made it one of the neatest and most 



convenient places of worship in the 
Bakewell circuit. The congregations 
since the alteration have been exceed- 
ingly good, and the Lord is smiling 
upon us. 

On Shrove Taesday a social tea 
meeting was held in the Mechanics' 
Institution, in connection with this 
place of worship. Upwards of 140 
sat down to an excellent tea, provided 
by Mr. Hildyard, whose exertions 
were most praiseworthy. After tea 
the chair was taken by G. W. Fur- 
niss, Esq., who opened the meeting 
by giving out a hymn ; after which, 
in a neat speech, he said their object 
in meeting together to partake of the 
" cup which cheers but not inebriates," 
was to raise funds towards liquidating 
the debt which remains for restoring 
and beautifying the chapel. The 
debt, he was glad to tell them, was 
not large. 

The cost of the alterations, exclu- 
sive of the new roof, was £102 ; 
voluntary subscriptions amounted to 
j£85 ; the offertory boxes had yielded 
£1 ; and the estimated profits of the 
tea would be about ^8 — jg8 having 
been given for trays. He congratu- 
lated the people of Eyam on their 
having two as beautiful and com- 
fortable places of worship in the 
church and chapel as any in the 
county, and hoped to see them both 
well attended, and set aside all sec- 
tarianism, as all were striving for one 
place. The Eyam Choral Society 
then sang " Comfort ye my people," 
and the chorus, " And the glory of 
the Lord." Mr. Cooper, of Padley, 
was tlien called upon, and after ex- 
pressing his pleasure at seeing so 
large a company assembled, he hoped 
they would not only become regular 
hearers at one or other of the places of 
worship, but would also become true 
worshippers ; so that the end of put- 
ting both church and chapel in such 
excellent repair might be fully an- 
swered. Mr. D. Willis then sang 
"The people that walked in dark- 
ness," and was followed by the chorus 
" For unto us a child is bom ;" after 
which Mr. Hereman, of Baslow, gave 
one of his humorous speeches, and 
congratulated them on the social 
feeling which existed betwixt the 
church and chapel. He wasdelighted 
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to see the chair occupied by the 
chnrchwarden, and to see the Bey. 
Vicar sit down and partake of a cup 
of tea with his parishioners, irrespec- 
tive of sect. It showed to him a true 
religious feeling ; and he trusted, on 
further acquaintance, this feeling 
would increase. He longed to see the 
day when all these man-made barriers 
would be sufficiently lowered for us to 
look over on each other as brethren, 
having one common Father, and one 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Miss 
£. Heppenstall was now called upon, 
and sang most charmingly the pretty 
air " How beautiful are the feet," &c. 
Then followed the chorus, " Their 
sound is gone out." G. J. L. Dawson, 
!Esq., next addressed the company in 
a very appropriate speech, endorsing 
the remarks of the previous speakers, 
and expressing tiie interest and 
pleasure he felt in seeing all denomi- 
nations of Christians joining heartily 
together like the one before him ; and 
he hoped the same friendly feeling 
would continue to spread widely in 
every direction. In his desire to res- 
tore the interior of the chapel, and 
render it fit for public worsliip, he had 
been greatly encouraged by the hearty 
co-operation of nearly the whole of 
the village. And it afforded him in- 
tense pleasure to see the vicar 
amongst his parishioners, and the 
churchwarden presiding on such an 
occasion as this. Mr. H. Hildyard 
then sang the beautiful air, "Eve's 
Lamentation," in a first class man- 
ner. The Rev. J. Green, the Vicar 
of Eyam, was next called upon to 
address the meeting, which he did in 
a most excellent and lengthy speech. 
He was glad to meet them, and glad 
to see both Churchmen and Wesleyan 
Beformers meet together as one com- 
mon brotherhood. Sectarianism was 
a great enemy to true religion. He 
hoped the time was not far distant 
when all sects would be more united 
in one body for the spread of the 
gospel. Now that there were two 
beautiful places of worship, he hoped 
all the people would attend them. 
If they thought most good was to be 
got by attending chapel, then he 
would say, by all means go there; if 
at church, why then go there ; put 
aside all sects, and seek after that 



which wiU supply most good for their 
eternal welfare. The rev. gentleman 
concluded by an earnest appeal to 
parents to see to the education of 
their children. The "Hallelujah 
Chorus " was then sung by the choir. 
After a few remarks from the chair- 
man, Mr. Dawson proposed, and Mr. 
Green seconded, votes of thanks to 
the chairman, and to the choir who 
had given them such excellent music. 
Mr. Furniss responded. The choir 
gave their services, and the choruses 
were well rendered. 



BAKE WELL. 

FUNEBAL 8EBU0N AT THE WESLETAN 
BEFOBM CHAPEL. 

On Sunday evening last, a well pre- 
pared and impressive sermon was 
preached by Mr. Hereman, of Baslow, 
on Kev. xiv. 13th verse, "I heard a 
voice from heaven," &c.," and re- 
ferred to the death of Mr. Thomas 
Moore, grocer, of Bakewell. After 
commenting upon the text, the 
preacher spoke of the spiritual cha- 
racteristics of Brother Moore's life, 
saying he was brought to a knowledge 
of the truth under the Rev. Mr. 
Caughey, about the year 1846. He 
had been an esteemed and consistent 
church-member and Sunday School 
teacher from that period till the day 
of his death. For a short time he 
was a Class Leader, and his closing 
hours were most happy, expressing 
his joy in the Saviour, and stating 
with his last breath that all was well. 
WhUe Mr. Hereman was thus speak- 
ing, he alluded to the shortness and 
uncertainty of life, whei^ the choir 
sung, with very feeling eflfect, the 
following appropriate verse : — 

" Great God I on what a slender thread 
Hang everlasting things I 
The eternal states of all the dead 
Upon life's feeble strings I " 

There was a large and attentive 
congregation present, who appeared 
deeply affected at the feeling manner 
of Mr. Hereman's discourse. The 
"Bead March" in Saul was well 
played by Mr. Thomas Gratton, who 
kindly presided at the organ on the 
occasion. 
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BAEEWELL CIRCUIT. 
Brotheb Devh^e finished his labours 
amongst us, and left for Mexbro' 
Circuit on Friday, Feb. 16th. Al- 
tiiongh not in good health, yet God 
has owned his labours, and greatly 
blessed his visit to us. January 28th 
and the following week he laboured 
at Grindleford Bridge with success, 
and considerable profit to both mem- 
bers and hearers. At Gurbar, on 
Feb. 4th, his sendees were exceed- 
ingly acceptable, and during the time 
he was here, six were added to the 
Lord, who are progressing well. On 
Sunday, Feb. 11th, at Baslow, we 
had large congregations, and on 
Monday evening a very interesting 
Missionary Meeting. Altogether, our 
brother's visit to this circuit has 
been attended with great good, and 
there is no doubt but the fruits will 
be found after many days. May the 
good Lord still continue to bless and 
prosper his endeavours to do good. 



Dear Brother, — ^AUow me a short 
space in your next impression in re- 
ference to the General Committee 
Meeting held at Mexbro' last month, 
as to the conversation on the coming 
Delegate Meeting, which is to be held 
next August at Middlesboro'. I will 
give the Committee credit for their 
conversation as far as it went ; but 
I am inclined to think they only took 
one point into consideration, and that 
was one-sided. I would like them to 
reconsider their thoughts, " How it 
would make against the interests of 
the Union." I cannot see it in any 
shape or form. In holding our Dele- 
gate Meetings have we only to look 
at pecuniary matters ? Are there no 
higher motives in connection with 
our annual gathering than the expen- 
diture of money ? If not, let each 
one keep in his own church and cir- 
cuit, and let that same amount be for- 
warded to the General Fund that it 
would cost them in travelling, and 
we should reap a benefit. 

That will not do. It is neither 
feasible nor logical. Those annual 



gatherings are productive of great 
spiritual good to the delegates and 
also to the churches. It has a ten- 
dency to give the Reform Church a 
position in the neighbourhood where it 
IS held. What did it do for Wycombe 
when it was held there ? What no- 
thing else did for her ; it gave her 
an influence in the town that she 
never possessed before. Many in 
that town, as I find in this, had got 
an idea that we were only Inde- 
pendent Methodists, and had no con- 
nection with any other rehgious com- 
munity. After the close of the Dele- 
gate Meeting in the above place, 
several members of other churches in 
the town said, "We did not know 
that you could command such talent, 
and exercise such an influence in a 
place as you have done here. It was 
a great pity tl>at the delegates did 
not come to Wycombe before." Our 
own members there never took such 
an interest in the Union before as 
they have done since ; and to-day, if 
we were wanting a place to go to, 
they would say, ** Come to Wycombe ; 
here is a home, and you are wel- 
come." And this is what we are 
anticipating at Middlesboro'. We 
want to let the inhabitants know in 
this town that we are a respectable 
community, and tliat we mean to 
bring our respectables to a monster 
infant town second to none in Eng- 
land. And I venture to say that no 
delegate will return from Middles- 
boro sorry that he went so far north. 

I am happy to say we have a posi- 
tion in this town. We don't want 
the Delegate Meeting to come here 
simply to get our chapel full for 
once ; we have that pleasure every 
week, and parties often obliged to go 
elsewhere to worship. We are so 
crowded that we are obliged to take 
into consideration the alteration of 
the chapel, which we purpose to get 
done against the said meeting of 
which so much has been said. 

Why should this church, which has 
struggled for so many years to get to 
what she has, for the paltry sum of 
another eight or ten shillings, the 
outside of what it would cost to go to 
Bradford, or Wibsey and back, be 
thrown aside ? — a church which has 
gone through fire and water to re- 
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tain her principles ; she has fought 
battles that* would have swamped 
many churches, because she wonld 
not be carried away to what is termed 
Free Methodism. {And a few of the 
dignitaries of the Wesleyan Keform 
Union Committee now try to step in 
between the last Annnal Meeting 
and the coming one, and endeavour 
to upset the 39th Resolution of the 
Wibsey Delegate Meeting, and say 
that Middlesboro' is too far north, and 
it will make against the interest of 
the Union to go there ! 

It has grieved many of our friends 
that the Committee had no more im- 
portant business to transact at Mex- 
bro' than to waste their time in such 
a consideration, and then to publish 
it in the magazine, and, doubtless, 
^f your readers fire to be influenced 
by what they read, they need not send 
delegates to the next Meeting be- 
cause of the expense. If they had 
said that the church deserved sup- 
port, and endeavoured to stimidate 
the circuits to send delegates, they 
would have been doin^ good. My 
dear readers, we stand in an isolated 
position; there has never been a 
half yearly nor an Annual Meeting 
held in this town. Our friends want 
to form a closer relationship with 
you, and ask yon, please, to move in 
the matter, and put forth your indi- 
vidual power, and send from your 
respective circuits and churches 
delegates whom we will receive and 
treat kindly, and send back again, so 
far as we are concerned, in peace and 
safety. 

I am with kind regards yours truly, 

It. NiCHOLLS. 



Th£ pleasure we feel in scenes of 
nature is at once so lively and so 
delicate, that it is very difficult to 
communicate it to the mind of 
another; though nothing is more 
generally attempted. 

Blessed are they who ever keep 
that portion of pure generous love 
with which they began life! How 
blessed those who have deepened the 
fountains, and have enough to spare 
for the thirst of others. 



The MethodiH Visitor. Elliot Stock, 
Paternoster-row, London. 

This new halfpenny serial contains 
sixteen pages of excellent readable 
matter, especially adapted to our 
young people. If it continues to be 
conducted in the same liberal and 
Christian spirit which is shown in 
this first number, a most extensive 
circulation is certain. We trust it 
will be encouraged by all classes of 
Christian readers. 



Ths Biblical Museum. By J. C. 
Gray, author of Topics for Tectchers, 
&c. Elliot Stock, Paternoster-row, 
London. 

Written much in the same style as 
" Topics for Teachers," and vrillfonn 
when complete, a very nice commen- 
tary on the Holy Scriptures. Anec- 
dotes of everyday oecurrence are in- 
terspersed, and serve to illustrate each 
subject. The work will prove very 
useful to the Sunday-school teacher, 
class leader, preacher, and general 
Bible student, and being unsectarian, 
we can recommend it to all classes of 
Christian readers. 



Memoirs of Mr. Joseph Arthur 
.Easter^ of Hendon, near London. 
By the Rev. J. Lord, Circuit Mini- 
ster. P. Parker, 8, Exeter Hall, 
Strand, London. 

The recollection of a good man's do- 
ings when he has passed away, idways 
aflords pleasure, notwithstanding the 
deep regret that is felt by the circle 
amongst whom he has been accustomed 
to labour. The little tract before us 
recommends itself to our notice, in- 
asmuch as it gives us an epitome of 
our own Christian experience; for 
as face answers face in a glass, so d(^s 
the heart of one praying person "to 
another. The author has mentioned 
many little everyday incidents which 
serve to show the man in his real 
character. An outline is also given 
of the funeral sermon preached on 
the occasion. We cannot but hope 
that the perusal of the memoirs of 
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(Sriginal (SssagB* 

THE DIGNITY OF THE PULPIT .• 

I. The first thing which I would notice^ which forms the dignity of the 
pulpily is a large and sanctified intellect. Intellectaality and spiritia^ity 
of mind are power in the pulpit. The intellect of an angel is not too 
great for the Bacred desk. The Sayionr found ample room in the ministrj 
for His great mind and large heart ! Oar times demand brain-power, 
chest-power, and Holy Ghost-power in the pulpit. I am not adrooating 
noise, or mere intellect, but real, silent, soul-conrerting power. Wesley 
travelled about 5,000 miles a year, preached three times a day, published 
about 200 volumes i Asbury travelled about 6,000 miles a year, and 
preached incessantly 1 Coke crossed the Atlantic eighteen times, &c. ; 
and, at near seventy years of age, started to Christianise India i Whit- 
field preached 30,000 sermons, and died at about fifty-four years of age I 
Luther and Calvin were equally laborious' and indnstrious. These men 
Yrere giants in their day and generation. 

II. The second thing which I would mention^ as forming the dignity of 
the pulpit J is large and sanctified scholarship* If God can do without-— 
and I know He can — our learning. He can do without our ignorance. 
In this age of education and religion no man need remain in ignorance; 
Ignorance in a minister is both a calamity and a disgrace. A really 
learned man will try his very best to make every subject he handles as 
plain as A B C. If he does not succeed, he is the first to regret his 
failure. Display of learning in the pulpit is most hateful. I once heard 
a minister, preaching on ** the incomprehensibility of God," say, " that 
after all our searching of His perfections. He still remained in embryo J " 
The same preacher was once preaching, when he quoted this passage :^- 
'' In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat^ bread," &q. Not contented 
with the simple language of the text, he quoted it thus : " In the sweat 
of thy physiognomy shalt thou eat bread," &c. It is this sort of thing, 
which is the climax of tomfoolery, which we abominate. 

III, The third thing which I would mention as forming the dignity of the 
pulpit is goodness and large-heartedness. Goodness is always eloquent and 
dignified. Holy living is the most convincing logic in the world. The 
Christian minister is the proclaimer of eternal verities and goodness; 
and, his heart being full of faith and the Holy Ghost, he is bound to 
succeed in his work. The pulpit, too often, is made the arena of theolo- 
gical gladiatorship and narrowness. I have heard men say strong and 
strange things about Calvin and Wesley. They have fathered such things 
to Wesley thctt he would not own if he were on earth ; and they have 
said such things about Calvin that he never uttered. There is no need . 

* See page 8, on " Elements of Pulpit Eloquence and Power." 
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to make these dead men fight in our pnlpits. The men vrho say so much 
ahout these writers and diyines, as a rale, are the least acquainted with 
their writings. My brethren, let us preach Christ and His atonement, 
and not Calrin nor Wesley ; but let us imitate these good men in their 
zeal, and piety, and learning. 

IV. The fourth thing I would mention as forming the dignity of the 
pulpit is good and sanctified power of speech. We want the tongue of the 
eloquent. In the power of the tongue there is life and death. To listen 
to a good speaker is an intellectual feast to a cultivated man. A dae 
degree of loudness of voice, distinctness, slowness, and propriety of pro- 
nunciation, are essential to good speaking. Years ago I met with the 
following advice to young speakers : — 1. Never apologise. 2, Always 
prepare. 3. Do not offer old wares. 4. Avoid bombast. 5. Do not 
deal in furious invectives. 6. When you have don% give over. Vigorous 
thoughts will lead to strong passions, and these again to energetic speech. 
Deep impressions will lead to strong expressions. Language is the 
clothing of ideas. Eeason and language are vitally united. The Greeks 
often use the term logos for both. The soul, language, voice of the true 
preacher are God's mouth-piece to man. 

V. Another thing which forms the dignity of the pulpit is an agreeable 
manner. Appearance and mannerism are weighty things with most 
people. We all like to be pleased. To please is the way to profit our 
hearers. Some ministers and speakers say many weighty and good 
things, but their manner is so disagreeable, that their sentiments have but 
little effect on their hearers ; while others say far inferior things with 
greater acceptance, because their manner is more agreeable. Administer 
should not only select his words and ideas with care, but he should aim to 
deliver them in the best way he can. I knew a minister whose manner in 
the pulpit reminded you of a drunken man. I knew another who was a 
very Punch in the pulpit. Avoid uncommon words, vulgarisms, jargon, 
cant, and ludicrous manners in the pulpit. Eachard, speaking on affecta- 
tion, says, " Off come the gloves, and, the hands being well chafed, he 
shrinks up his shoulders, and stretches forth himself as if he were going 
to cleave a bullock's head, or rive the body of an oak." 

VI. Paul the apostle was the embodiment of pulpit dignity and power. 
As a man and as a preacher he was next to the Son of God 1 Saint 
Augustine desired to see three things; namely: (1.) Solomon in his 
glory ; (2.) Home in her magnificence ; (3.) and Saint Paul in a pulpit ! 
What a sight ! Saint Paul in a pulpit 1 

" Would I describe a preacher, such as Paul, 
Were lie on earth, would hear, approve, and own, 
Paul should himself direct me. I would trace 
His master-strokes, and draw from his design, 
I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
Xn doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain, 
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And plain in manner ; decent, Bolenm, chaste, 

And natural in gesture ; much imprees'd 

Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 

And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 

Maj feel it too ; affectionate in look, 

And tender in address, as well becomes 

A messenger of grace to guilty men,"— >^ip^r. 

C. Brioob. 



LESSON Vm.— THE MARRIAGE AT CANA IN GALILEE. 

John ii. 1-12. 
On the third day after Christ^s conversation with Nathanael there was a 
marriage in Cana. Cana was a Sfpall town in Galilee, within the boon- 
daries of the tribe of Zebolon. It is about six or eight miles north-east 
of Nazareth, and twenty miles south-west of Capernaum. It is called 
<' Cana of Galilee," to distinguish it from Cana in the tribe of Asher, not 
far from Sidon. (Josh. xix. 28.) This word is spelt *^ Kanah" and 
means the valley or river of reeds; so it has been thought by some to be 
the same as Chebith. But this identity is doubted by others. Kanah 
was a brook on the borders of the lands allotted to the tribes of Ephraim 
and Manasseh, and falls into the Mediterranean a few miles south of 
Caesarea. Josh. xyi. 8; xyii. 9. (J. R. Miles.) In this Cana of 
Galilee women are still often seen by trayellers returning from the well 
with water-pots on their heads. The mother of Jesus was invited to this 
marriage ; and, as Joseph is not mentioned as being present, nor is oyer 
afterwards referred to in the gospels, it is generally supposed that he died 
before Christ entered upon His public ministry. Indeed, it is generally 
belieyed that his death took place whilst Jesus waf quite young. 

Jesus and His disciples were also called to the marriage. A marriage 
is a covenant hy which a man and woman is joined together in the closest 
union' for life. Marriage was instituted by God Himself when man was 
first placed in Paradise. (Gen. ii. 24.)' Marriage is recommended in the 
Bible by the illustrious examples of the patriarchs : Enoch (Gen. y. 22) ; 
Noah (Gen. yii. 7) ; Moses the lawgiver (Ex. ii. 21) ; Aaron the high 
priest (Ex. yi. 23) ; Samuel the prophet (1 Sam. yiii. 2) ; Ezekiel the 
prophet (Ezek. xxiy. 18). Marriage is declared by the apostle in thd 
New Testament " to be honourable." (Heb. xiii. 4.) The law that all 
Christians are to observe in their marriages is, "to marry only in the 
Lord." (1 Cor. vii. 39.) The church that forbids its priests to marry is 
the Popish church. In this they act without the authority of Scripture, 
and against its general laws and examples. This marriage in Cana was 
probably the first Christian wedding that had taken place. " Some of 
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the ancients have thonglit that this was the marriage of John the Eyan- 
gelist, who is supposed to have been a near relative of our Lord.** (Dr. 
Clarke.) If the parties had not been religious persons, it is scarcely 
likely that the mother of Jesus, Jesus, and His disciples would have been 
there by invitation. How important that all who are about to be married 
should request in prayer the presence of Jesus I and the more so all 
Christians 1 In this respect, many of the marriages even of professing 
Christians in this day may be considered antichristian, Let us learn to 
have Jesus with us in all our ways, even in the enjoyments of life, and in 
the feasts of our friends. "Feasting with our friends upon such an 
occasion as this is both lawful and commendable, provided the rules of 
sobriety and charity, modesty and decency, be observed, and no sinful 
liberty assumed." (W. Burkitt.) 

There was a failure of wine at this marriage feast. Wine is the juice 
of the grape. The marriage feasts of the Jews lasted seven days. (Judges 
xiv. 10-18.) The company might, perhaps, be larger than was expected ; 
so this want of wine might have been occasioned by the number of the 
disciples who came with Christ. " They who straiten themselves for 
Christ shall not lose by Him.'* (M. Henry.) The mother of Jesus said 
to Him, " They have no wine." " She might mean, either supply them 
by miracle, or let us go away, that the others may go also, before this 
want appears." (Wesley.) 

Jesus replied to His mother, and said, ** Woman, what have I to do 
with thee ?" This answer may appear very abrupt, but " The expression, 
* Woman,* as used in ancient times, was not disrespectful ; it would not 
be considered harsh in that day. It is frequently applied in Scripture, 
and denotes respect. It is something like saying * lady ' in the present 
day." (Dr. Gumming.) This reply of Christ's ought to teach all not to 
worship Mary by praying to her, as the Papists do. To do this is idol- 
atry. It may be considered as a rebuke to Mary. 

His mother now turned her attention to the servants, and said to them, 
" Whatsoever He saith*unto you, do it." She therefore directed their 
attention to Him, showing that He alone had authority, and jurisdiction, 
and power. It is likely that Mary expected that Jesus would work a 
miracle, for she may by this time have formed some adequate idea of His 
power and goodness, but that the miracle should be wrought when it best 
suited the purpose of the Divine wisdom; she therefore desired the 
servants to obey any orders that He might give them, without disputing 
or objecting against them. 

"There were set there six water-pots." These pots were made of 
stone. The Jews were accustomed to purify themselves by frequent 
washing. (Matt. xv. 2.) The Jews were the children of Jacob, so called 
from the patriarch Judah. These pots contained two or three firkins 
apiece. It is not exactly known how much a firkin was : if it was the 
Hebrew measure called a bathj then a firkin would be seven gallons and 
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four pints ; so that, according to this, each pot would hold, if two firkins 
each, fifteen gallons ; and, if three firkins each, twenty-two gallons and 
four pints. '* Bat the contents of the measnres of the ancients are so 
Tery uncertain, that it is best, in this and numberless other cases, to 
attempt to determine nothing." 

Jesus said unto the servants, " Fill the water-pots vrith water;" and 
these servants at once obeyed the order ; " And they filled them up to the 
brim." It is not likely that these servants had any knowledge of what 
Jesus was going to do. This was a real miracle. • It was common water 
with which the water-pots were filled, even to the brim, leaving no room 
for deception. The servants filled the water-pots ; not the disciples, or 
Jesus Himself, nor yet Mary. 

" Christ now told the servants to draw out, and bear to the governor 
of the feast." It was the custom of the Jews in these marriage feasts to 
appoint a person as master of the ceremonies, or what we should call a 
chairman. " The duties of this governor, or chairman, was to take care 
that there were neither any want, nor any irregularities or excesses." The 
servants did as Jesus told them, ** And they bare it." 

The ruler or governor of the feast did not know whence the wine came, 
although the servants knew, for they put in the water, and they drew out 
the wine. The governor tasted the wine, and found it even more pleasant 
than that which they had drunk before. The governor of the feast at 
once called the bridegroom's attention to its excellence, or else. he " called 
out to the bridegroom," in the hearing of those who sat at the feast, and 
said, " Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine ; and when men 
have well drunk, then that which is worse ; but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now." There is no proof that our Lord turned all the water in 
the measures into wine : He never wrought more of miracles than was 
needed. The water, in all likelihood, was changed into wine as it was 
drawn out of the pots by the servants, and not otherwise. *^ It was quite 
fitting that Christ's miraculous wine should be more perfect than the 
natural. But, oh I blessed Saviour I how delicate and delicious shall that 
wine be, which we shall drink ere long with Thee in Thy Father's king- 
dom I Let Thy Holy Spirit fill the vessel of my heart with water (godly 
sorrow and contrition), and Thou wilt turn it into wine : for * Blessed are 
they thai mourn, for they shall be comforted.* " (Burkitt.) We are not to 
suppose that our Lord ministered to vice by producing an excess of wine, 
and that for the following reasons : — (1.) " The company was a select and 
holy company, where no excess could be permitted ; and (2.) our Lord 
does not appear to have furnished any extra quantity, but only what was 
necessary. But is it not intimated in this verse that the guests were 
nearly intoxicated before this miraculous addition to their wine took 
place ?" (Dr. Clarke.) Our reply is, No ; for the words, " well drunk," 
are not spoken of the persons at the wedding at all : the governor of the 
fe»st only states thftt 3uch was the common custom at feasts of this 
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natore, and had no intention of intimating that snch was the state of any 
at this feast. Oar I^prd solemnly warns as against excess and dranken- 
ness. (Lake xxi. 34.) We are also commanded, << Be not drank with 
wine." (Eph. y. 18.) It is not likely, therefore, that the self-denying 
Savionr woald, in any way or onder any circamstances, encoarage drunk- 
enness. 

Christ was, when he performed this the beginning of miracles, abont 
thirty years old. '' A miracle is an effect produced by the immediate 
interposition of God, either contrary to, or beyond the ordinary laws of 
nature, and always for the confirmation of some doctrine or message." 
This, the first public miracle of Christ, made manifest His glory ; and His 
disciples believed on Him. It also manifested the glory of His Godhead 
or Supreme Divinity ; for He did it as by His own power. What wisdom, 
power, and benevolence there is in the miracles of Christ 1 How striking 
when placed in contrast with all other reported miracles in the Eoman 
Church ! Here shines forth everything that bespeaks His real Godhead. 
These miracles bear witness of Him. (John v. 36.) 

<< Then let ub see that day supreme, 

When none Thy (Jodhead shall deny, 
Thy Sovereign Majesty blaspheme. 
Or count Thee less than the Most High ; 

" When all who on their God believe. 
Who here Thy last appearing love, 
Shall Thy consummate joy receive, 
And see Thy glorious face above." 

John Lord. 



MEMOni OP ME. JOSEPH ANDREW, 

of OBINDLEFOBD BBIDaE, IN THE BAKEWSLL CIBOUIT. 

OuB late brother, Joseph Andrew, was bom September 22, 1798, at 
Learn, a small village in the Peak of Derbyshire, and bat a short distance 
from the place where he spent the greater part of his life. His father 
was a small farmer, occupying about sixteen acres of arable land, and a 
small portion of moor-land. Joseph grew a tall lad, and was delicate 
and ailing until about eleven or twelve years of age, when he became 
more robust, and began to enjoy his boyish sports ; and as schooling was 
at that time a serious expense, and his parents poor, he had few oppor- 
tunities of obtaining knowledge, and the principal part of his early infor- 
mation was obtained at Grindleford Bridge Sunday School. He possessed 
a most retentive memory, and, being very apt and quick of understand- 
ing, learned fast ; and as he retained it, he had, when quite a youth, 
a good share of useful knowledge. 
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In 1810, when about seventeen years of age, the ocenrrenoe of the 
jabilee to celebrate the fiftieth year of the reign of George III. took 
place, and was a time of much feasting and merry-making, and Joseph 
was requested by his companions to join them in some of the riotous 
proceedings, which at that time were common enough ; but, although 
very fond of mirth, he was from quite a child thoughtful and sedate, and 
especially just then, he had begun to have very serious thoughts about 
God, and heaven, and hell ; so, although his comrades rallied him for 
being a Methodist, yet they could not persuade him to join them in their 
wild follies. Resolutions, however, made in one's own strength, are not 
likely to be very lasting ; by little and little he afterwards 3rielded to their 
enticements, and ran with them into many foolish and hurtful lusts 
which war against the soul. 

In 1812, when nearly nineteen years of age, he attended a service in 
the little place of worship at Grindleford Bridge, and the Word of God, 
as delivered by his servant there, was sent home with power to his 
heart, and after several ineffectual efforts to cast off the anxiety and 
depression it caused, he decided to commence a new life ; and having 
come to this conclusion, he, with his natural energy and promptitude, at 
once cast in his lot with the people of God, joining the Wesleyan Society 
at the very place where God had kindly met him, and shortly afterwards 
he obtained mercy, and became a most valuable and useful member ; 
and, two years afterwards, his name was put on the preachers' plan on 
trial. His first effort at preaching was on Easter Sunday evening, 1814, 
in the old Chapel at Grindleford Bridge, where he was brought in. He 
always spoke of that beginning as a very miserable attempt to speak for 
God, as he did of many others of his subsequent sermons ; but others 
who witnessed his early efforts at preaching pronounced that he would 
become a useful and clever preacher, which proved the case, few persons 
possessing either the talents or the delivery of our deceased brother. 

About this time he left Leam, and commenced the business of a rough 
mason ; but after a time, he had so improved himself, that he was able 
to produce some of the finest work, and met with plenty of employment 
at good wages. However busy his life might be, he did not neglect the 
best things, but was ever active in the cause of God. He was a man of * 
great prayer, and proved the means of bringing both his father and his 
mother to the knowledge of the truth, both of whom died with a good 
hope through grace. After the death of his parents, he took to their 
Uttle farm, and continued to occupy it for some time. He now felt the 
necessity of having a companion to manage his affairs ; he therefore 
entered into the marriage state with Miss Abigail Willis, of Grindleford 
Bridge, a most suitable help-meet, who had long been a member of 
society there, and with whom he spent many happy years. She was, 
however, called away to a brighter world long before him, leaving behind 

a joxm^ family for hi» guidajice* A Iri^fid 9f to wif^'fii bAvinjf wm^ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



72 BIOORAPHY. 

xnenced the business of a cnrrier in the neighbourhood, onr brother 
Andrew was advised to join him in partnership ; so he embarked his 
little savings in a business of which he was profoundly ignorant ; and 
his partner shortly afterwards dying, he was plunged in consequence into 
considerable difficulty. He now engaged an understanding man to conduct 
the business for him for a time, until he became sufficiently acquainted 
with its details to manage it himself; and although he had many severe 
struggles and difficulties to keep his head above water, yet God so pros, 
pered his efforts, that his latter days were spent in easy circumstances. 

During aU this time, although he worked very hard and travelled far 
connected with his business, yet he was indefatigable in attending to his 
preaching appointments, although the distances he had to go were not 
unfrequently thirty or thirty-five miles, and preach twice or three times 
every Sunday in all weathers ; but his punctuality was proverbial, never 
being known wilfully to miss an appointment during the fifty-seven years 
he^ was a preacher. He was a very liberal man, being always amongst 
the first to render assistance wherever needed, and the cause of God 
in every form always had in him an ardent and earnest supporter, in the 
building of chapels especially, and few knew of the sacrifices he had 
often to make in order to meet these extra calls upon him : but, as he 
used to say, all belonged to God, and what he had was entrusted to him 
to divide for the purposes of God's glory. 

As a preacher he was eminently useful, possessing first-class talents. 
His mode of delivery was mild and gentle, with but little action ; but his 
flow of ideas ran on for an hour or more without interruption, or without 
the interest of his hearers in the least degree flagging. He was not a 
man to yield to discouragements. One remarkably rough and stormy 
Sunday, he was appointed at a little village called Flagg, some twelve or 
thirteen miles from his home. When he reached the end of his journey^ 
there were only three persons to hear him. Wet as he was, he delivered 
his message of mercy with more than usual energy, and one out of 
that small congregation was brought to God, and became a useful member 
of society. 

To sum up Brother Joseph Andrew's history in a few words, it may 
be stated that, as a Christian, member of Society, and class-leader, he 
was worthy of imitation, and it would be well for us to follow him as he 
followed Christ. As a local preacher all his addresses were of an encou- 
raging character, presenting us ever with the boundless love which 
brought Jesus Christ firom heaven, and showing us the simple plan of 
salvation as set before us in the Gospel. As a man, cheerful, companion- 
able, honest, and upright in all his dealings. As a friend, faith^il and 
unswerving. As a visitor of the sick, always welcome. As a husband) 
a kind and loving companion. As a father, an example to his children. 
In sickness patient and enduring ; and although unable through his 
affliction to get about, yet his bow abode in strength, and .his memory 
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and his other faculties were permitted to be enjoyed to the last. And as 
the world receded and his last hour approached, and his pulse beat 
slowly, he was able to triumph over the last enemy, and, looking up 
with joy beaming in his countenance at the friends who stood by his 
bedside, he said, ** Now my work on earth is done,'* and after a few 
more gentle words to those he was about to leave, he, without a sigh or 
a groan, sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, September the 7th, 1871, at the 
ripe age of seventy-seven years. 



OUB MAGAZINE. 
Deab Editor, — It will be interest- 
ing to you to know that our friends in 
this locality appreciate your monthly 
effort to interest and edify them 
through our magazine. I have learnt 
with regret that we have to publish 
such a useful periodical at a loss to 
our funds. I think there is no need 
for such a state of things to remain. 
My observation convinces me Ihat all 
the advertisement that our Christian 
Words requires is that it be better 
known, and this, I apprehend, can be 
done by its being brought before the 
notice of our members, an old copy 
being put into the hands of each of 
our 619 leaders, with a view of getting 
subscribers from their various classes. 
A pulpit notice, with a few specimen 
copies distributed at our chapel doors, 
and the appointment of a person to 
receive the names of subscribers, 
would answer the purpose. As it 
relates to our Sunday schools, let 
each of the teachers be presented 
with a copy, soliciting them to take 
the magazine ; and those who teach 
the adult classes, let them be urged 
to recommend it to their elder scho- 
lars. And when it contains anything 
of peculiar or local interest, if it were 
read to our elder classes it would help 
to make it popular. The above sug- 
gestions in reference to the school 
and congregation have been tried, in 
connection with our own societiea, 
with very good effect, so that, instead 
of taking twenty a month, as last 
year, we now circulate upwards of 
eighty monthly. A second place in 
our circuit has increased from nine- 
teen to forty a month ; and at a third 
place they are taking thirteen a 



month, where, last year, they took 
none. I am fully persuaded that, 
taken up with anything like spirit, 
with our 3,230 Sunday school teachers, 
our 519 class leaders, and our 7,740 
members, our magazine would be 
made in every sense a success, and, 
instead of being, as it now is, a source 
of loss, it would become a source of 
profit. Hoping to hear of these or 
some other suggestions being made 
successfully practical, 

I am, yours truly, E. B. 

^unba^ ^r|^0ol dahmrt* 

NO GRAVES IN HEAVEN. 
Latb in the afternoon of a beautiful 
summer day, says one, I entered a 
quiet grave yard where slept one of my 
dearest friends. It occupied the brow 
of a hill which, with many a knoll 
and graceful undulation, sloped to the 
green meadows watered by a winding 
stream, now catching at its repeated 
curves the rays of the setting sun. 
On the left was a pleasant wood, 
where the sturdy pine and the fruit- 
bearing beech concealed narrow paths 
to cool caves and mossy banks. 
White birches and the tremulous 
aspen, with the sweet scented willow 
grew upon the right, and from beyond 
the curling smoke from the cottage 
houses. A robin sang its song of 
love and praise, a sparrow passed me 
bearing food to its little progeny, and 
the chirp of the many grasshoppers 
mingled with the hum of hundreds of 
flitting insects. But for this peace 
breatMng I had no greeting. The 
wild storm, thunder, and rain, and 
darkness had seemed more welcome, 
and yielding utterly to my grief, I 
threw myseSf upon the sod. I took 
no heed of time, but many minutes 
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xnufit have passed when a cbild ap- 
proached me. She looked on me 
tenderly for an instant, and then 
said, earnestly looking upward, 
*' There are no graves there !" 

There was something almost sera- 
phic in the countenance of the child, 
a power not of earth, in her quick, 
undoubting fickith. My eye sought the 
blue depths to which she pointed. My 
heart bounded towards the Infinite. 
All the representations of the Gospel, 
adapted as they are to cheer, came to 
me so visibly, so truthfuUy, so full of 
meaning, that they absorbed my whole 
soul. The abundant promises seemed 
to glow with the hues of that heaven 
whence they came. I perceived the 
selfishness of my sorrow ; and, kneel- 
ing, I thanked God that He had 
transferred my loved one to Himself. 

Often since then have I looked upon 
the resting place of my kindred. 
Often has there come over me a sense 
of utter and hopeless desolation ; 
often has an agony like that of death 
turned to bitterness the continued 
blessings of my lot. Yet when the 
first burst of grief has passed, I hear 
again the soul- thrilling words, ** There 
are no graves there !" F. J. D. 

WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 

COMMITTEE. 

Exeter Hall, Friday, April 12th. 

Present : Brothers T. Chamberlain, 

P. Parker, W. Nott, T. H. Richard, 

J. Parker, and J. Lord. 

Brother T. H. Richard in the chair. 

Brother J. Parker, of Finedon, 
opened tiie Meeting with prayer. 

The minutes of the Committee 
Meeting, held March 8th, were 
confirmed. 

Bros. Barley, Wilkinson, Packett, 
Nash, and Turner, replied by letter 
to agenda. 

The correspondence was read. 
Many of the letters referred to the 
work of God in the circuits, and were 
of an encouraging character; and a 
general desire expressed to see more 
prosperous days. 

Brother Lowis having applied for 
a week to visit some friends. Re- 
solved ; that Brother Lowis have the 



week commencing with May the 
26th, to visit the friends at the North 
Mission, Yarmouth. 

Note. — ^A letter was read froni Mrs. 
Hibberd, of Sheffield, expressing h^ 
sincere thanks to the Committee for 
their letter of sympathy and condo- 
lence toward her (in the unexpected 
death of Mr. Hibberd). Since this 
letter was sent, Mrs. Hibberd herself 
has departed this life, in the faith of 
the Gospel. 

The death of Brother Whiteley 
having been brought before the Com- 
mittee, it was resolved : " This Com- 
mittee desires to record their sense 
of the valuable services rendered to 
the cause of religious freedom by our 
lately deceased Brother W. Whiteley 
in the early days of the Wesleyan 
Reform 'movement, and also to ex- 
press their admiration of the general 
Christian character of their departed 
brother, and especially of the patience 
with which he bore his long affliction. 

Resolved : That the notice to one 
of our Missionaries to leave the Mis- 
sion be withdrawn, there being a 
prospect of labour in the circuits. 

Resolved : That Brother Lowis be 
reappointed to the Norfolk District 
for three months at the end of his 
present appointment at the request of 
the district. 

The Secretary having received a 
letter from the secretary of the church 
at St. Just, Cornwall, asking the fol- 
lowing question, " Do you think we 
can entertain any hopes of having a 
missionary for two or three months ?" 

Resolved : That the Secretary write 
to the church at St. Just, offering 
them the services of one of our xnis- 
sionaries for three months. 

A conversation as to the most suit- 
able time in August for holding the 
next Delegate Meeting. It was 
resolved : 

That the General Committee hold 
their Meeting in Middlesboro' on 
Monday, August 12th, and that the 
Delegate Meeting be held on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, August 13th and 
Uth. 

The salaries and other expenses of 
missionaries ordered to be paid, 
amounting to the sum of £30 6s. 8d. 

Trade bills amounting to ^33 
Is. 9d, ordered to be paid. The Book 
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Steward also gave an aoooont of the 
business for the month. 

The matters of alterations and cor- 
rections of constitution, and the card 
for the purpose of advertising our 
hymn books and Magazine deferred 
until next Meetmg. 

Brother T. Chamberlain concluded 
the Meeting with prayer. J. L. 

WESLEYAN REFORM UNION. 

In some of our circuits the Quarterly 
Meetings are held in the fbrst week 
of the quarter month ; it is therefore 
of importance that the united atten- 
tion of all Church Secretaries^ Church 
Stewards, and Sabbath School Secre- 
taries, be directed to the matter of 
furnishing correct information for the 
statistical report from the circuits for 
the Delegate Meeting. Such report 
includes the number of '' Chapels and 
preaching places, Preachers, Minis- 
ters, Leaders, Members, Members on 
Trial, Sabbath Schools, Teachers, 
How many Teachers are Members of 
the Church ? Scholars, How many of 
the Scholars have joined the Church 
during the past year ? " It is needful 
tiiat &e form for this report be filled 
up in the circuit meeting, and read to 
the meeting before sent to the Gene- 
ral Secretary, in order that there 
may be no disputing about the re- 
turns in the Delegate Meeting. 
These reports should be sent to the 
Secretary of the Union as early after 
the Circuit Meetings as possible. 
Will the secretaries please attend to 
these things? It is hoped that all 
our churches will this year elect De- 
legates, and that our Middlesboro' 
friends may have a good gathering 
in their town at the Delegate Meeting. 
The character of the statements 
received from the secretaries of many 
of our churches and circuits are of 
such a nature as to make the impres- 
sion upon the mind of all concerned 
for the prosperity of Zion, to resolve 
to cry, " If I forget thee, O Jeru- 
salem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth ; If I prefer not Jerusalem to 
my chief joy." (Psa.cxxxvii.6,6.) "Let 
the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 
weep between the porch and the altar, 



and let them say, Spare Thy people, 
O Lord, and give not Thine heritage 
to reproach." (Joel. ii. 17.) 

St. George's Hall, West Bromwich, 
— " Our church is prosperous, both 
temporarily and spiritually, and 
though our church consists of poor, 
and in many cases, iUiterate people, 
God is owning our feeble eflforts in 
the conversion of precious souls to 
Himself." 

Hunningley Lane, Barnsley Circuit. 
^"Brother Rowling's visit has been 
made a great blessing. We have had 
our first missionary collections and 
meetinfv, the result in collections 
^4. We returned in members to cir- 
cuit meeting twenty - eight, and 
twenty-six on trial. God is making 
our hearts to rejoice." 

Liskeard Circuit. — The secretary 
writes, " I am heartily glad you are 
endeavouring to maintain your cor- 
respondence with the circuits ; It is 
the first thing to which I turn my 
attention on opening the pages of the 
Magazine, for Hike to know how the 
work of the Lord is prospering 
ainongst us. I therefore hope that 
the correspondence will be kept up. 

"Respecting our own circuit, I 
cannot stay now to record much, as 
I am busily engaged in making pre- 
paration for our chapel anniversary 
on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
I am happy to say, however, that we 
have had five or six additions more to 
our church at Coomb since I last 
wrote you, and I hope soon to be able 
to record many more ; for our Monday 
night's prayer meeting, which is held 
in a cottage dwelling house, is being 
literally crammed with people, but 
principally prayer leaders. But I 
am sorry to say the Church at Pen- 
gover Green has decreased vonsider- 
ably within the past two or three 
months, many of the members having 
gone away to other parts of the coun- 
try to labour, in consequence of. a 
neighbouring mine heingjlooded with 
water. The church at Keason has 
suffered from the same cause." 

Greens Norton.-^" The work of the 
Lord is going on among us as a 
church a Utile. Our congregations 
have been better this winter. We 
have had one brought to the Saviour, 
and he found pardon through be- 
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lieving in Him who died for sinners. 
We have one or two more who are 
seeking for the blessing, and we trust 
they will soon find Him whom their 
souls desire to love. We still hope to 
go on in the good work, and are pray- 
ing that God will be with ns, and 
give us the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost, and that many may be brought 
to Jesus." 

Wellinghoro\ — ** At present we are 
making no particular move, but ap- 
pear to be affected by that apathy 
and indifference which is the present 
curse of the churches ; and yet we 
are not without Bome hopeful signs. 
The Lord is with us in the preaching 
of the word and in the visitation of 
the people, and they feel the power 
of the word. There are a few good, 
sincere spirits, who are grieving over 
the present state of things. They 
are praying the Lord to turn again 
our captivity. May the Lord hear 
our prayers, and revive His work. 
We are going to build a new chapel 
at Rushden ; the old one being in- 
convenient and badly situated. Land 
for this purpose has already been 
secured, and ^300 promised towards 
the expenses of the building, which it 
is anticipated will cost about £600. 
The ladies are about to hold a ba- 
zaar. Can you or any of the friends 
help them ? Mrs. J. Rice, and Miss 
S. Denton are the secretaries." 

St. Just, Carnwall. — "We have 
had a little increase this winter. Do 
you think we can entertain any hopes 
of having a missionary for two or 
three months? On Good Friday 
morning we had a very impressive 
sermon from the Rev. S. Dunn. In 
the afternoon we held our Annual 
Tea Meeting for the chapel fund, 
the trays given, ten in number. 
More than three hundred sat down. 
The proceeds £IQ. In the evening 
the Rev. S. Dunn gave us a good 
lecture on Popery. The chapel was 
crowded. On the Wednesday follow- 
ing we held our quarterly meeting. 
We reported seventeen increase in 
members. To God be all the glory. 
We are praying for and expecting 
better days." 

West Bromwiok. — '* I have not of 
late had the monthly Magazine. It 
has not been brought prominently 



before our circuit as it ought to be, 
and as I should wish. In your last 
letter you showed clearly the impor- 
tance of circuit secretaries sending 
occasional letters, that other places 
might know there was " fire " else- 
where. I shall feel great pleasure in 
giving you the general, and in some 
cases the particular state of our 
circuit. There is one thing which I 
think is not brought out before the 
public as much as it oughts and that 
is. The distinctive features of our 
Union ; its difference from the Old 
Body, as well as every other branch of 
Methodism." 

Sheffield. — " In this circuit things 
are very hopeful indeed. Everywhere 
there seems to be peace, and gracious 
signs of prosperity. Nine increase on 
the quarter." 

Yarmouth. — " We have at present 
only one place besides Yarmouth. 
There the cause is prospering : they 
have good congregations; but in 
Yarmouth we are very low. Several 
of our members have left us by re- 
movals to other parts. We have a 
good Sabbath school, and are united 
to do our best. Thankful for the 
interest expressed in your letters." 

London. — ^We are sorry that one 
of our churches has been compelled 
to give up the lease of the place, 
being sold to another person; and 
we have not been able to find another 
place in the neighbourhood. There 
were thirty-six members in this 
church. It is our effort to save as 
many of these members to the circuit 
as possible, by getting them to join 
other churches in the circuit. Yet 
we feel that our loss will be great. 
The circuit returns to the circuit 
meeting show an increase on the 
year of eleven members ; not deduct- 
ing for the church that is nearly 
scattered for the want of a place. 
The present circuit preacher will 
leave at the end of September next. 

Hendon. — ^Here we have one of our 
best churches in the London circuit. 
On Monday, April 1st, they had a 
public tea. About 120 sat down to 
tea, and in the meeting after tea, not 
less than 200 were present. Brother 
C. Fisher in the chair, Brother J. 
Lord, Circuit minister, Bros. Nott, 
Steaven, Vincent, and Miss Harris 
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took part in the meeting. This was 
the largest meeting held in this place 
since the commencement of the 
church. 

Norwich. — "The memhers of this 
chnrch are united to pray for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost. We be- 
lieve the Lord is working upon the 
minds of the people, as many are be- 
ginning to stay at the prayer meeting 
on a Sunday evening, and appear 
much afifected by the word preached. 
May the Lord send us a mighty re- 
vival. Amen." 

Death has again been doing its 
work, and during the month Brother 
W. Whiteley of Great Horton, near 
Bradford, 4ias been removed from the 
Church on earth to the Church in 
heaven. He was, so long as health 
would permit, an earnest laboarer in 
the cause of Wesleyan Beform, and 
a great lover of our Union. He died 
in his eighty-second year. " Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord." 

J. L. 



HIGH WYCOMBE CIBCUIT: 
TEA MEETING AT PENN. 
The Wesleyan Reformers held their 
annual tea meeting, on behalf of the 
Sabbath School, at Penn, on January 
22nd, when about a hundred sat down 
to tea., out of which some nineteen 
old men and women had tickets given 
to them by a friend, and twenty-four 
other tickets were given by the school 
to as many young persons who had 
formerly been scholars. A public 
meeting was afterwards held, when 
Mr. Lacey was called to the chair. 
The report of the school was encou- 
raging: there are ninety -nine scho- 
lars, out of which two, during the 
last year, have professed to enjoy 
heavenly peace, and twenty-four 
teachers, of whom five during the 
year have also joined the people of 
God. The speakers on this occasion 
were Messrs. T. Hearn, F. Hancock, 
J. Birch, S. Hancock, J. Garland, 
and J. Butler, who concluded the 
addresses by a humorous anecdote. 
The whole of the speakers dilated 
on the vast blessings which have 
been derived from Sunday schools, 
and alluded feelingly to the benefits 
themselves had received by that 



means, and what ground there was 
for teachers to take encouragement in 
their work and look for fruit of their 
labours, in the extension of the king- 
dom of Christ amongst the scholars. 
The scholars sang some beautiful 
pieces during the service, and after 
each child receiving a large piece of 
cake, the meeting broke up with sing- 
ing and prayer, after having spent a 
very pleasant and very profitable 
evening together. 

WEST BBOMWICH. 

Our circuit quarterly meeting was 
held last Monday week, and was very 
numerously attended. The proceed- 
ings were marked by a lively interest 
in the circuit's general prosperity. 
With the exception of two or three 
places the circuit is in a pretty fair 
condition, and it presents a field for 
usefulness, especially among the 
masses, which but few circuits can 
boast of. Our work lies chiefly 
among the lower strata of society, 
and I am happy to say it has not been 
in vain. 

Bough were some of the gems 
before the Lord took hold of them. 
He has polished them ; and to hear 
them tell in their own simple way 
the story of the cross, would gladden 
the heart of any Christian. There is 
one in particular, who, before his 
conversion to God could not read a 
letter of the alphabet, has since by 
industry and perseverance managed 
to read the Bible; and though his 
pronunciation of some words often 
causes amusement, he is a power for 
good. I have seen him stand in the 
streets telling of the Saviour's love 
with such homely eloquence that the 
people have been spell-bound, and 
the tears have run down their faces. 
Of his earnestness, usefulness, and 
sincerity there can be no question. 

During the summer months every 
place in the circuit has at least two 
camp meetings ; and no doubt I shall 
be able to give you interesting ac- 
counts of the coming out-of-door 
services. 

On Easter Sunday we open a chapel 
in Birmingham, lately occupied by 
the Independents, of which more in- 
formation in your next number. 

J. H. 
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WIBSEY WESLEYAN EEFOEM 
CHAPEL. 
On Easter Tuesday our friends held 
their annnal tea party. The weather 
was very unfavourable, rain, snow 
and hail falling throughout the day 
without any intermission; but not- 
withstanding this, a goodly company 
assembled at the tea tables ; and the 
congregation at the evening's meeting 
was excellent; and good speeches 
were made by Rev. B. Wood, Mr. W. 
Jones, and Mr. James Pickles, of 
Bradford. The Revs. J. Innes and E. 
Barley also addressed the meeting. 
Mr. Thornton Barraclough read the 
financial report, and Mr. Councillor 
Robertshaw, of Bradford, occupied 
his usual place in the chair. The tea 
was provided in its usual style, re- 
taining the palm it has long held as 
being the most tastily and best got up 
of any tea in the locality. The profits 
of the day to be appropriated to the 
chapel fund, was announced to the 
meeting as being calculated at £43 ; 
but on getting in the subscriptions it 
was found that ^6 50 4s. SJd. had been 
realised. Had the weather been fine 
it is supposed that we should have 
realised £60. As it was, all felt 
grateful for the success, and some 
hearty votes of thanks were accorded 
to our lady friends, to the speakers, 
and to the chairman. The doxology 
and the benediction then brought the 
meeting to a close. 



EOTHERHAM AND MEXBBO' 
CIRCTJIT. 

Bro. Devine commenced to labour 
again amongst us at Mexbro' on Sun- 
day, Feb. 26thj for three weeks. We 
are always glad to see him, and to 
hear his voice. It has been a refresh- 
ing time coming from the presence of 
the Lord. While our brother has been 
labouring among us the church has 
been quickened, revived, and estab- 
lished in the faith. Some that have 
been lagging in the way have been 
brought again into the fold of Christ, 
and led to rejoice in the God of their 
salvation . Our brother laboured very 
^".rd among us both in the pulpit and 
He is a thorough visitor, and we 



at Mexbro' think this is a good part of 
the Mission work; and his labours have 
been blessed in this sphere, though 
our brother was not permitted to see 
much fruit of his labours while he 
remained among us. But since his 
departure we have had a shout of a 
King in the camp over the ingathering 
of precious and immortal souls. 

On Monday, March the 4th, our 
brother also gave us a very able and 
most interesting lecture on the life 
and times of John Bunyan, which 
was listened to with interest. Daring 
intervals he was loudly applauded by 
a good audience, and we believe that 
the place would have been crowded 
had it not been for some agitation in 
the town on the gas question. 

But many that availed themselves 
of the privilege of hearing our brother, 
expressed themselves satisfied, saying 
they never spent two hours to more 
profit in their lives. 

So we have reason to believe in the 
end that our brother's labours and 
prayers will be for great good amongst 
us at Mexbro'. 

Nehemiah Mawson, Mexbro'. 

MISSION AT ROTHERHAM 
SHEFFIELD CIRCUIT. 
On Sunday, February 18th, our much 
esteemed brother, Alexander Holland 
(Home Missionary), commenced his 
labours with us by leading the class, 
then preaching morning, afternoon, 
and night : he also conducted several 
meetings during the week : — Monday, 
prayer meeting ; Tuesday, class meet- 
ing; Wednesday, preaching; Thurs- 
day, addressing the Band of Hope 
children ; and Friday, prayer meeting. 
Our brother continued with us for 
three weeks, conducting services 
nearly in the above order. On Thurs- 
day night, in the second week, he 
delivered a very juiteresting, instruc- 
tive, and pleasing lecture on " The 
Prodigal Son," assisted by Mr. Lead- 
beater's Dissolving Views : the pro- 
ceeds were appropriated towards a 
new flag for the Sunday School and 
Band of Hope. Our Bro. Holland, 
while with us, visited the members 
and prayed with their families, also a 
number of houses in the neighbour- 
hood, and his labours have been much 
blessed to the good of the Charclfi, 
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Three souls have professed to find 
peace through Jesus Christ. Our 
united prayer is that God may long 
spare our brother to preach the glo- 
rious Gospel, and that we may all 
meet him at last in heaven, where 
parting will be no more. 

Chables Oogoon, Sec. 

THOBNHTLL, BOTHEBHAM, 
SHEFFIELD CIBCUIT. 
On Sunday, February 11th, the anni- 
versary of the band of hope, in con- 
nection with the above place of wor- 
ship, was held, when two very inter- 
esting and instructing sermons were 
preached by Mr. W. Nott, of London. 
The children sang several beautiful 
hymns at intervals, conducted by Bro. 
J. Ball, the leading singer. This was 
the first time that Bro. Nott had 
visited Thornhill, and the first time 
that many of our members have heard 
him preach, but we hope that it will 
not be the last. 

HAI^DEN VIEW WESLEYAN 
BEFOBM CHAPEL, SHEFFIELD 
CIRCUIT: 
Brotheb Alex. Holland commenced 
his mission labours with us on Sun- 
day, March 17th, and God has 
greatly owned and blessed his efforts, 
several persons having been added to 
our church, and some to other 
churches through his instrumentality. 
And we trust that yet more fruit 
than at present appears will be found 
to be the blessed result of his visit. 

FUEDK. FonSTER, 

Society Steward. 
OUR MISSIONARY'S BUDGET, 

AS EMPTIED AT A. YORKSHIBE MISSIONABY 
MEETING. 

Case No. I. 
Missionary to a professed infidel : — 

M. — Good morning, sir. 

J. — Good morning (eyeing the 
missionary with a peculiar glance). 

M. — ^I have just called to ask if you 
will give your heart to God, sir, and 
go with us to heaven ? 

/. — No ! I don't believe there is 
any such place ; and more, I regard 
such fellows as you, as rogues and all 
pickpockets : so you are at liberty to 
go at once. 

jlf.— Not quite so fast, sir; you 



cannot prove me to bo one of these 
characters you have named. 

1. — ^I don't know who, nor what 
you are ; nor do I care. 

M. — ^Well, sir, don't be so uppish 
about matters. I dare say that though 
the Lord would much like to save 
you. He is not fast for such a man. 
Bless you, man, we shall manage in 
heaven without you. I've no fear 
about that. But, I say, did you know 
Mr. a neighbour of yours ? 

/. — ^Yes ; and what about him ? 

M. — ^Why, this ; I want to kngw if 
you remember that he used to talk 
about religion in a large way, as you 
are now doing ? 

1. — ^Well, what have I to do with 
that? 

M. — Oh, probably nothing ; only, 
do you remember how he changed his 
mind just before he died ? 

/. — ^Well, it was said so; but I 
don't understand anything about 
religion, and I cannot believe any- 
body else knows any more than I do 
about it. 

M. — Then you think there are no 
facts of which you have not eqhal 
acquaintance with everybody else ; 
that is to say, you know everything 
that can be known. 

/.—Nay ; I don't mean that. But 
about this thing which you say so 
much about, believing and feeling. 

M. — Well, now, having admitted 
that there are some things better 
known to some others than they are 
to yourself, may not religion be one 
of those things of which you know 
but little or nothing ? Why, here is an 
illustration of the case in hand. I 
may have lost a child by death, but 
you have not ; would you say that I 
knew nothing of bereavement because 
you did not? The thing would be 
most absurd. Why, man, the devil 
has blinded your understanding; 
and he is leading you on to ruin. 
Learn to pray. Give your heart to 
God. Then you will experience 
more happiness in a short time than 
you can in a whole life of sin. 

/. — I can't stay any longer now, so 
I must bid you good morning. 

M. — ^WeU ; but before we part, let 
me beg of you not to forget that you 
are a responsible being, and that there 
is a judgment, and at that bar you and 
I BhaU meet agaia.^ ^qoo^n^T^g. 
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THE LATE REV, W. WHITELEY. 
The Rev. W. Whiteley, who died at 
Great Horton, on the 28tli March, 
1872, in his eighty-second year, was 
a self-educated man of more than or- 
dinary worth and ahility. He was 
born at Huddersfield, hut removed to 
Leeds in his seventh year, and, with 
the exception of other sixteen years 
spent in Liverpool, London, and 
Great Horton, he lived and laboured 
the remainder of his long life in this 
town. He was a scholar and teacher 
in some of the earliest Sunday schools 
here. Li his youth he was associated 
with the late Michael Thomas Sad- 
ler, the advocate of the Ten Hours 
Factory Bill. He was for thirty-five 
years in the service of the late firm 
of Hind, Smith, & Co., in North 
Street, and for some years honorary 
secretary of the Leeds Packers' Free 
Gift. His career as a labourer in the 
Methodist communities was an ex- 
traordinary one. When he was a 
yo)]ng man he was the appointed 
public catechist of the Wesleyan 
Sunday School, and he was the 
organiser, and for many years the 
conductor, of the excellent system of 
Wesleyan tract distribution in Leeds. 
He took great interest in the estab- 
lishment and conduct of the Wesleyan 
day schools, and materially assisted 
the architect of the Darley Street 
school, who left entirely to him the 
designing of the school furniture. 
He was also sent to London to pur- 
chase the apparatus and books. As 
a local preacher amongst the Metho- 
dists few were his superiors. The 
writer has often heard him preach in 
Brunswick Chapel with great advan- 
tage. In the secession from the 
Wesleyan body he continued loyal to 
the old community, until the time of 
the Wesleyan Reform agitation, when 
by his letters to the Leeds Mercury, 
in support of the Reform movement, 
and by other proceedings, he so of- 
fended his Conference friends that he 
felc constrained ultimately to join the 
Reform society. There he acted an 
important part, being often appointed 
delegate from Leeds, to meetings in 
various parts of England. When the 
amalgamation of the Reform societies 



with the Wesleyan Association was 
proposed, he strenuously opposed it, 
wishing to organise a separate Me- 
thodist Free Church. Some of the 
Reform Societies* continuing to exist 
separately, Mr. Whiteley, when near 
the age of three score and ten years, 
was invited to minister to a London 
circuit, consisting of seven chapels,' 
where he laboured for two years and 
three months. He then became 
minister to the Reform congregation 
at Great Horton, where, his strength 
failing in less than two years, he had 
to relinquish the work of his life, on 
which his heart had been fixed from 
early childhood. He lived for ten 
years longer in the family with whom 
he went to reside in Great Horton, 
and there he died a true-hearted 
Methodist. Though Mr. Whiteley's 
means were never abundant, yet he 
was liberal to others to their full ex- 
tent. During the ten years of old 
age and infirmity he received many 
substantial proofs of sincere friend- 
ship from a numerous circle of ad- 
mirers. He was interred at the 
Burmantofts Cemetery, Leeds, in the 
grave where the remains of his se- 
cond wife were laid seventeen years 
ago. The Rev. J. B. Robertson 
(Congregationalist) and the Revs. E. 
Barley and J. Packet (Reform minis- 
ters) took part in the funeral cere- 
monies, and amongst those who at- 
tended were the deacons of the Great 
Horton Congregational Church, and 
Mr. John Beanland, of Bradford. — 
Leeds Mercury, 

DEATH OF MRS. HIBBERD, OF 
SHEFFIELD. 
Wis regret to have to announce the 
decease, on Thursday morning, April 
4th, of Mrs. Eliza Hibberd, of Shef- 
field, widow of the late Mr. Councillor 
Hibberd, whose funeral we noticed 
on page 60 of our last month's maga- 
zine. Her closing hours were trium- 
phant ones, and with her latest breath 
she requested the friends around her 
to sing of Jesus' love, and so long as 
she could command her voice, she 
joined them; and when her voice 
failed, she waved her hand in token 
of triumph, and so passed away, six 
weeks after her husband, to be for 
ever with the Lord. 
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ON CHUBCH DISCIPLINB. 
1 Cob, v. 12. 
^^ A BEFEBENGE to the first fow yerses of this epistle will be sufficient to 
show that Paul was not addressing the office-bearers, nor yet that through 
them did he oommonicate to the Church his instructions, his praise, or 
his censure. . . . Thronghont the epistle the popular style of 
address — *ye' — is observed. In this respect there is no variation; 
certainly nothing amoonting to a transition from addressing the assem- 
blies to their rnlers ; as in most, if not all, of his epistles, the people are 
addressed in the second person ; and if needs be that the elders be 
noticed, they are spoken of ; and therefore the third person, '^ they '* or 
''them," is employed. . . . Now the question is of the utmost 
importance, Who are blamed for the uncensured retention of the incestu- 
ous person ? On whom does the apostle throw the weight of responsi- 
bility ? On whom devolves the painful duty of expulsion ? On whom is 
the duty of restoration of the lately expelled, but penitent, member 
imposed ? By a reference to the first and second epistles (chap. xi. 6-10) 
it will be found that, as in the former, the expulsion is enjoined on the 
people, so in the latter, the forgiveness and restoration are regarded as 
the duty of the Church members. Though we have reason to assume — 
for nothing overt or positive is given on this point — that the expulsion 
and re-admission were performed under the joint direction of apostles and 
elders, yet we have facts in proof that they were the acts of the Church. 

*' But further the apostle inquires, in a remonstrative manner, ' Do ye 
not judge them that are within ? * Is not this your ordinary practice ? 
Have you no judicial character ? Have you no control in matters of 
offence ?"—Bev. M. Hill. 

" I speak of Christians only. For what ham I to do to judge heathens ? 
But ye, as well as I, judge those of your own community." — Rev. J. 
Wesley, 

" Does it belong to me to pass sentence on those which are without, which 
are not members of the Church ? By no means. Pass ye sentence on 
them which are within — ^which are members of the Church ; those which 
are without — which are not members of the Church — God will pass 
sentence on, in that way in which He genertilly deals with the heathen 
world." — Dr. A, Clarke. 

CoNFEBBNCE Law OF EXPULSION. — " If a majority of the leaders who 
vote at the meeting shall be satisfied that sufficient proof is adduced to 
establish the fact of a wilful and habitual negligence, &c., and shall give 
a verdict to the effect, then tiio leaders' meeting has discharged its whole part 
of the painful duty to be performed, and the case is left in the hands of the 
superintendent; on him devolves, in his pastoral oharacter^^^a^l^erson 

Jwa, 1872. '"'"''''' « 
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whose peculiar call and province is to watch over that soul, ' as one that 
must give an account/ the sole right and duty of deciding on the measures 
to be adopted towards the offender, in consequence of the verdict thus pro- 
nounced.^^ — Bev, M, Hilly on the Pastoral Function, 

Wesletan Befobm Pbingiple. — ''That the admission of members 
into the Church, the exercise of discipline upon tiiem, and their excln- 
sion from the Church, are rights yested solely in the hands of Church 
members, to be exercised by them either directly or representatively ; 
and that it is the right of members to be present at all meetings for tibe 
transaction of the general business of the Church." 

The Bev. Dr. Dixon is reported to have said in a speech : << The ques- 
tion by whom discipline ought to be exercised in a Christian Church, 
has divided Christians almost from the beginning. I am anxious to find 
a ground of union and co-operation between ministers and people, and 
have tried to look on ihe question practically. I am driven by facts to a 
deep conviction, that something must be done to bring parties into bonds 
of union; and I have been looking into the matter for many years. 
Formerly I was rather an ecclesiastical Tory than otherwise, and my 
leanings have been to Episcopalianism ; yet I believe, from the earliest 
times, there has been a concurrent jurisdiction, the minister acting with 
the representatives of the flock. And why have there been those con- 
tinual disturbances in our society ? Because, in matters of discipline, 
we have acted without the concurrence of our officers. The preachers 
of the district meeting are sure to confirm the sentence of expulsion 
passed by a preacher in a circuit. Then, as to the concessions of 1797, 
I declare I do not understand them, nor can any one else say how they 
are to be understood. I believe, historically, indeed, that the delegates 
who consented to those concessions, understood them just as many gen- 
tlemen in the meeting understand them. But practically, as the thing 
now stands, I think the harmony of the Connexion is entirely hopeless. 
/ affirm, that the rule stands alone in Protestantism. No Church in Pro- ' 
testantism, except ours, gives the power of excision to the minister.'' — Bev, 
M, Hill, on the Pastoral Function, A. B. 



LESSON IX.— CHEIST PUBGES THE TEMPLE. 
John il. 12-25. 
Aftbb Christ had performed the miracle in Cana, He went to Caper- 
naum. Capernaum was a town in Galilee, situated on the north-west 
coast of the lake of Gennesareth, on the borders of the tract occupied by 
the tribes of Zebulon and Naphtali, about ten miles north by north-east 
of Tiberias, and ninety-seven miles north-east of Jerusalem. (Matt. iv. 
18.) Jesus usually resided here after He entered upon His pablie 
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ministry. Matthew's castom-honse was near to Gapernanm. It is also 
celebrated for the mant/ mighty works performed, and disconrses spokent 
by oar Savionr. (Matt. zi. 28.) The inattention and unbelief of the 
people brought a heavy curse upon them. John Ashworth, in his 
"Walks in Canaan," observes, '*Here (Capernaum) the traces of a 
former city are even less than at Bethsaida ; a low mound of black ruin, 
overgrovm with thorns and thistles, is the most conspicuous object. The 
ground is considerably higher than Chorazin, rising to a rocky eminence, 
on the brow of which is cut the principal road of the whole city. On 
the western comer of this cliff is an old ruined khan (or inn), compara- 
tively modem, and probably built for caravans travelling from city to 
dty. All is desolation ; and, whatever might have been its condition in 
former days, Capernaum is now most utterly laid waste.*' This city is 
not mentioned in the Old Testament. Capernaum was about twenty 
miles from Cana. Christ had to descend, or go down, to Capernaum. 
Travellers say it is a contLnued descent. Hence the expression 
(John iv. 49), '^ Come down ere my child die." The mother of Jesus, 
His brethren, and disciples, went with £Qm. His mother's name was 
'' Mary." '< His brethren." Some say that Mary and Joseph had no 
children but Jesus, and that *' His brethren " is a term applied to rela« 
tions, and means his cousins, *' the children of Mary the wife of Cleophas 
or Alpheus, His mother's sister." (Wesley.) Befer to Matt. zii. 46; 
ziii. 55 ; John xix. 25. A disciple is a learner, or scholar, a follower of 
Christ. He continued at Capernaum '' not many days." This might be 
on account of His desire to be at the passover feast at Jerasalem. 

The Jewish passover was at hand. The Jews were the children of Jacob. 
The passover was a feast of the Jews, instituted to commemorate their 
coming out of Egypt, because, the night before their departure, the des- 
troying angel, who put to death the firstborn of the Egyptians, passed over 
the houses of the Hebrews. (Ex. xii. 11, 12.) This feast was celebrated 
once a year. This passover referred to in the lesson. Dr. Clarke remarks, 
<* was ^Q first passover after Christ's baptism. The second is mentioned 
Luke vi. 1 ; the thirds John vi. 4 ; and the fourth^ which was that at 
which He was cmcified, John xi. 55. . • . That, having been baptized 
about the beginning of His thirtieth year. He was crucified in the middle 
of His thirty-third." It is said that, sometimes at the passover feast as 
many as 250,000 victims have been ofiered. According to the computa- 
tion of Sir Isaac Newton, the Jewish passover happened a.d. 80, on 
Saturday, March 25th. <* Jesus went up to Jerusalem." Jesus was the 
the Son of Mary. He was the Saviour of the world. Jerusalem was 
the capital of Judea. 

Jesus entered into the temple. A temple is a house or building set 
apart for public worship. Solomon's temple was dedicated 999 years 
before Christ. It was erected on the side of Mount Sion, called Moriah. 
Its length was 160 feet ; its breadth 105 feet, including the sanctum and 

Digitized by V^QPglC 



84 OHBIST pxmaBB thb tshplb. 

the. porch. It was nine years in bnilding. The gold and silver employed 
in it is estimated at eight thousand millions sterling. It was destroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar, about a.m. 8416, or 588 years before Christ. (Jer. 
lii. 12, 18.) The second temple was commenced about a.m. 8469, 
amidst the joy of the young and the mourning of the old." (Ezra iii. 11- 
18.) It was finished about 515 years before Christ, and about twenty 
years after the Jews' return from Babylon. ** There were five things 
wanting in the second that were in the first. (1.) The ark and mercy- 
Beat. (2.) The Shechinah, or Divine presence, iu a cloud of glory on the 
mercy-seat. (3.) The Urim and Thummim, whence the oracle came, or 
Divine answers to their inquiries. (4.) The holy fire upon the altar, 
which came from heaven. (5.) The spirit of prophecy. For though 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi lived while the second temple was 
building, and prophesied after it was built, yet, on their death, the pro- 
phetic spirit ceased from among them.'' (Dr. Watts.) This temple was 
profaned by Antiochus Epiphanes, who set the idol Jupiter Olympus 
upon the altar. It was purified and again dedicated by Judas Maccabseus, 
B.C. 160. Herod the Great commenced rebuilding it a.m. 8986, or e.g. 
16. In about nine years ho finished the principal part of it ; but forty- 
six years after, when Christ attended the first passover feast, it was not 
quite finished. Nay, till the beginning of their ruinous wars, they still 
added to its building. It was destroyed by the Bomans, a.d. 78. Some 
of its stones were white marble, twenty-five cubits long, eight high, and 
twelve thick. A cubit is eighteen inches. But not a stone of it remains. 
Christ found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves. 
Oxen are well-known animals, not large in the East, yet they attain con- 
siderable strength. Sheep are mild and inoffensive animals, valuable for 
their wool, skins, fiesh, and tallow ; the emblem of innocence, meekness, 
patience, and submission. (John x. 2.) The dove is a tame bird. It is 
the symbol of simplicity, innocency, gentleness, and fidelity. By the 
law it was the only bird appointed to be offered iu sacrifice. (Lev. xiv. 
22.) The changers of money were sitting in the temple. '* This was 
necessary, in order to change the Boman coin into the local or the sacred 
coins of the sanctuary. But instead of facilitating this change, they had 
made the outer courts of the temple almost houses of business ; they had 
turned sanctuaries into shops, and the sacred temple into a grand 
exchange." (Dr. Cumming.) See also Barnes's Notes on Matt. xxi. 12. 
Christ made a scourge of small cords. He drove out the money 
changers, the oxen, and sheep, with those that sold them. He poured 
out the money, and overturned the tables. It is not said that Jesus 
struck either the oxen or sheep. He drove them out. Tenderness to 
animals is always a part of a good man's character. Jesus probably 
found these cords in the temple. They might have been used by the 
owners of the oxen and sheep. How Christ could drive out all these is 
often asked as a question. None appeared to resist. H(^w^i[^^His 
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power, or iow bright His glory ! It is not at all nnlikely " that a 
dazzling lustre beamed from the person of our Lord, which overawed 
and intimidated these worldly traffickers." They therefore went out under 
the power of Christ's Divinity. 

The Lord said unto them who S0I4 doves, " Take these things hence." 
"The oflfering of the doves belonged to the poor. These were to be 
taken hence. The oxen and sheep belonged to the rich. These He 
drove out." They were not to make, said Jesus, " My Father's 
house a house of merchandise." This is traffic, commerce, trade. It is 
the house in which God ought to be worshipped. The manner in which 
many of the bazaars and entertainments are now conducted in chapels, is 
of a very doubtful character. We ought to be careful over our thoughts 
and looks in God's house. There is much of the world in the Church. 

The disciples remembered that it was written, ** The zeal of Thine 
house hath eaten me up." This is to be found in Ps. xcix. 9. Zeal is a 
passionate ardour in favour of any person or thing. Zeal is not to be 
considered a virtue of itself, but may be a virtue or vice, according to 
the thing or course on which it is set. Does our zeal thus manifest 
itself for the purity of God's house, or for our own purity while in God's 
house ? It is our duty to show much zeal for God's house. The passion 
of the mind called zeal is said to be a mixed passion, composed of grief 
and anger, fervent love and desire ; for what a man loves earnestly, he 
is careful to see honoured, and grieved when it is dishonoured, Our 
zeal ought to be tempered with knowledge. (See Bom. x. 2.) Christian 
zeal is to be disinterested, steady, courageous, and regulated by the 
word of God. (Gal. iv. 18.) God is now displeased when He discovers 
in us, while in His house, worldly thoughts, trifling words, proud looks, 
and gay clothes. We ought to go to God's house seriously, humbly, 
prayerfully, joyfully, and believingly. (Eccles. v. 1.) 

The Jews answered Jesus. These Jews were probably that class 
known as the priests and rulers. They said, ** What sign showest Thou 
unto us, seeing that Thou doest these things ?" They were displeased, 
both at the loss of their own gains from such trading in the temple, and 
at this authority by which Christ had acted, setting aside and being 
an open attack upon their supposed prerogative. It was as if they had 
said, **By what authority have you done this? If you pretend to an 
immediate commission from God for it, where are your credentials ? By 
what miraculous works do you prove it, that we may believe it?" 
(Dr. Guyse.) 

Jesus replied to these Jews, — priests and rulers. He said, " Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." This was not a com- 
mand to them to destroy the temple. It was only an intimation that if 
(as they desired) they demolished His body. He would raise it up again. 
This statement He fulfilled, giving a most powerful evidence that He was 
the Son of God. (Bom. i. 4.) , ^^^.^ 
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The Jews did not understand this reply of the Lord. He had spoken 
to them in a figurative term, and they thought He spoke literally of the 
tepiple at Jerusalem. They, in a way which manifested the indignation, 
contempt, and scorn of their hearts, said, '< Forty and six years was this 
temple in bnilding, and wilt Thon rear it np in three days ?" This refers 
to the time from Herod the Great beginning to rebuild tibe temple to that 
date, it not being then quite finished. 

Jesus did not refer to the temple at Jerusalem^ but to the temple of 
His own body. In the humanity of Christ dwelt His Divinity or God- 
head. (See Col. ii. 9.) If we are believers in Christ to the salvation of 
our souls, our bodies are the temples for the Holy Ghost. (1 Cor. vi. 
19 ; 2 Cor. vi. 16.) 

The disciples did not understand this saying of the Lord till after His 
resurrection. He arose on the morning of the third day of His inter- 
ment. This was the first day of the week, or our Sabbath. The resur- 
rection of Christ established His character as the Son of God. It is also 
a proof of the efficacy of His atonement. The resurrection fulfilled. 
(Ps. xvi. 10 : see also Acts ii. 27-81 ; xiii. 85.) The disciples after the 
resurrection believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesus had 
said. They were, during His life, slow of heart to believe. (Luke zxiv. 
25.) 

While Jesus was at Jerusalem at the passover many believed in Bia 
Name. They received Him as the Messiah and the Saviour of the world. 
They observed the miracles which He did. The account of these miracles 
is not given. 

Jesus did not trust Himself to the Jews, The reason was, '< because 
He knew all men ;" their weakness, their unsettledness of mind. This 
knowledge, in its fact and extent, is a proof of His Divinity. This per- 
fection of His Divinity is His Omniscience. (John xxi. 17.) 

Christ did not need << that any should testify of man ; for He knew 
what was in man." 

Let us remember that Jesus knows all our prejudice, our unbelief, our 
obstinacy, and our wickedness. He also knows our cares, our fears, our 
perplexities, our temptations, our afflictions, our desires, our hopes, and 
hindrances, the progress we have made in the Divine life, or our declen- 
sions : the Lord knoweth all our ways. 

" Give me a sober mind, *< Arm me with jealous care, 

A quick-discerning eye, As in Thy sight to live ; 

The first approach of sin to find, And O ! Thy servant, Lord, prepare 

And all ocoasions fly. A strict account to give. 

Still may I cleave to Thee, Help me to watch and pray, 

And never more depart, And on Thyself rely ; 

But watch, with godly jealousy. Assured, if I my trust betray, 

Over my evil heart." I shall for ever die." 

John Lobd. 
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^^axi Bttmann. 

GOD IS ABSOLUTELY AND IMMUTABLY GOOD. 

James L 16, 17. 

Do not err, my beloved brethren ; God is absolutely Good. He is the 
Giver of all good, and nothing but good can come from Him. He is 
immutable, therefore no evil can possibly come from Him. 

I. God is absolutely oood. ** The Father of lights." (1.) God is 
essentially wise. His wisdom is infinite. (2.) God is essentially hofy^ 
His purity is infinite. (8.) God is essentially good. His goodness is 
boundless. 

n. That all the good in man cometh fbom God. "Every good 
gift and every perfect gifi; is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of Ughts." 

(1.) All good comes to us through appointed mediums. All good comes 
from above. It comes through laws and mediations. (2.) The goodness 
of God to man is manifold. It is physical, mental, and spiritual. (8.) 
Good comes to man as he needs it. The gifts of God are '' new every 
morning, and repeated every evening." 

m. That nothing but good can comb from God; for with Him 
" is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." 

(1.) His nature, (2.) His m^de of Being, (8.) His love^ (4.) His par* 
poses, change not. 

My brother, cultivate the disposition of gratitude towards God. Culti- 
vate the spirit of benevolence. Imitate God's giving. 0. Bbiogs, 
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MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN HUTCHINGS- 

Mb. John Hutchings was born at Moreton-Hampstead, in DevoUy on 
the 27th of February, 1814. He was the sixth child of a family of eight. 
Early in life he lost his mother, but her place was to a great extent 
supplied to the younger members of the family by the care and affection 
of their eldest sister. As a boy, Mr. Hutchings, though preserved from 
open vice and immorality, was rather reckless and passionate. At the 
age of sixteen he became acquainted with some young persons who 
attended the Wesleyan Ohapel. About this period, we conclude, he 
experienced a change of heart ; for, when he was seventeen, we find him 
a member of society. At the age of nineteen he went to Exeter. As an 
evidence that he was then a Christian, we find him uniting himself, in hi^ 
new place of abode, to the Lord's people. 
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When twenty-two years old, he came to London. Here he connected 
himself with ihe Wesleyan Church in Stanhope Street. He was not 
long nnited with this people before he became noted for his earnest zeal 
and diligent service for Christ. A friend and co-worker of his at thia^ 
place says of him : '* He was a man whom I respected in the highest 
degree. I knew him from his early manhood, and I ever regarded him 
as one of the finest specimens of true piety it has ever been my privilege 
to know. There was nothing special or striking abont his religion. It 
was perfectly nnostentations, bat deep, vital, and beautifolly genuine. 
To me he was always a model Christian ; one I venerated, and did not 
expect to reach." 

For many years he was an indefatigable Secretary in the Sabbath 
School at Stanhope Street. He was much respected and greatly be- 
loved, not only for his works' sake, but also for his gentle, Christian 
demeanour. 

About the year 1849 or 1850, Mr. Hutchings removed to the neigh- 
bourhood of Hinde Street. It was at this time when the disruption in 
the Wesleyan Societies took place. Mr. Hutchings felt it his duty to 
take the side of the oppressed, and united with the Wesleyan Beformers, 
and worshipped for some years with this people, both in the Literary 
Institute, in Edward Street, Fortman Square, and afterwards in the 
Chapel, in Adam Street East. Here he became the secretary, and after- 
wards the superintendent, of the Sabbath school. He was also a class 
leader and chapel steward. These offices he held for years, much 
esteemed and beloved, both by the Church and congregation. 

On account of the increased affliction of Mrs. Hutchings, he removed a 
little out of London to Shepherd's Bush ; and here Mr. Hutchings, his 
wife, and their two eldest daughters, joined the Church, of which the 
Bev. C. Graham was the minister. Mrs. Hutchings was a devout, 
intelligent, and faithful Christian. During her long illness, and when it 
pleased God to remove her from the furnace here to rest and joy with 
Himself above, Mr. Hutchings manifested the utmost gentleness and 
submission to the wiU of God. During the years of weakness and pain 
through which his second daughter passed, and when she went to join 
the pure and bright spirit of her mother above, he exhibited the same 
heavenly calmness and resignation. Whether in adversity or prosperity, 
Mr. Hutchings was the same devout, confiding Christian, *' serving the 
Lord with all humiHty of mind." 

Soon after he removed to Shepherd's Bush, a gentleman, who knew 
him well, asked the Bev. C. Graham if Mr. Hutchings had united with, 
his church. Mr. Graham replied in the affirmative. The gentleman 
added words to this effect : '^ If you have many like him in your com- 
munion, the lines are fallen to you in pleasant places." He then spoke 
warmly of his consistency and devotedness. "All this," says Mr. 
Graham, <' and more, was verified in my own subsequent experience. 
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When we wanted additional deacons, I felt confident in nominating him 
for the office. Of my nomination, and the Church's election, neither 
they nor I have had any reason to repent. Be entered npon his dnties 
in the spirit of Moses and Gideon, acknowledging himself incompetent 
and nnworthy to fill the post. But, as in the case of Moses and Gideon, 
80 in his : subsequent events did not justify his fears. He held the 
office till his death. While he had health to fulfil its duties, he discharged 
them efficiently ; and in him I found at all times a faithful fellow- worker 
and friend.*' 

For a considerable time before his death, Mr. Hutchings sufiered much 
from weakness ; and his extreme delicacy warned him that his end was 
approaching: but its advance caused no fear. *^ He knew in whom he 
had believed, and that He was able to keep that which he had conmiitted 
to Him against that day." 

Some weeks before his last illness his doctor ordered him, for change 
of air, to the country. He went to his sister, in Devonshire ; but his 
illness increasing there, a doctor, with whom he consulted, advised him 
to return at once to London. He did so, and soon laid down on 
what proved to be his dying bed. On his return he wrote to the Kev. 
C. Graham to come and see him, which he did ; and Mr. Graham says, 
" I found him very ill, but sweetly resting on the Lord Jesus.'* 

For some time the character of his complaint had cast a gloom over 
his mind, so that he did not appear so full of joy as was his usual habit ; 
but as the end drew near, this gloom passed away from his soul. On 
the day before that of his death, he sent a telegram to Mr. Graham, 
expressing a strong desire to see him. ^* After my arrival home,*' says 
this minister, '^ a short time found me with him. He was weak and 
iow. His end was near, and he knew it. Just able to speak, he told 
me of his early life. For many years he had felt his mind clouded, as I 
understood, in relation to his path in Providence. But during the past 
two years, he said, he felt as if the words were sounding in his heart, 
' Stand still, and see the salvation of God,* and ' In quietness and con- 
fidence shall be your strength.* '* On this day also the Rev. J. Lord, 
minister of the Wesleyan Reform circuit, called and spent a short time 
with Mr. Hutchings, and they had a very profitable occasion together in 
conversation and prayer. 

In the midst of declining health, and the consequent loss of his situa- 
tion, several of his younger children unprovided for, and having notice to 
leave the house he was living in, on account of it being needed for the 
use of his late employers, and not being settled where to pitch his abode, 
he said, he felt his mind calm, leaving all in the hands of the Lord. God 
did not disappoint his confidence. His daughter, who had been an invalid, 
died a few months before him, and would, no doubt, welcome him into the 
*< everlasting habitations.'* In regard to his children, he felt no cause 
to fear ; for, as he said, '< God took the arrangement of aU his family 
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matters into ffis own hands." In this his sonl was filled with joy ; his 
heart overflowed with gratitade. Having these facts before his mind, it 
was now for him to wait the coming of his Lord. One desire appeared 
to engross his whole soul, — ^to be with Christ, that he might praise Him 
according to the fnlness of his heart. ** I wait," he said, '' to go to Him 
that I may praise Him as I feel I ought to praise Him." He seemed 
burdened with a feeling of gratitade he conld not express, and he felt as 
if he conld only find relief by putting off the burden of the flesh, and 
praising with all the power of his liberated spirit. As he still came 
nearer his end, he expressed still more strongly his desire to praise the 
Lord, and to be with Christ, which is far better. 

God, in a short time, gave him the desire of his heart ; and about five 
o'clock on the evening of the 4th of April, 1872, he departed, to be wiili 
his Lord. He was interred in the family grave in Willesden cemetery. 

On Sunday, April 28th, the Rev. 0. Graham preached a most impres- 
sive sermon in his chapel in memory of Brother Hutchings, from Psahn 
zxxvii. 87 : *' Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end 
of that man is peace." He remarked, ** It was a rare thing in our inter- 
course with men to meet with one to whom we honestly feel these words 
will apply. I think we can truthfully say that they will apply to onr 
late esteemed friend and deacon, Mr- John Hutchings : (1.) Li his cha- 
racter. (2.) In his peaceful end." These two subjects were brought 
out with much earnestness and power, and the service will not soon he 
forgotten ; and we pray that it may bear much fruit. 

[For the above we are much indebted to the notes read at the foneral 
sermon.] X. 
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ATTi7A^a aTj-cATT mTTd mTjTTmTT ^^^ awM It Is when we cannot be- 

ALWAYS SFEAE THE TBUTH. Ueve a person even when he speaks 

Deak young Friends, — ^I hope you what is true. 

will consider the vast importance of I hope you will at all times revere 

speaking the truth. Many times it that good book the Bible, the book 

is spoken of in the sacred Scrip- that roforms you that " all liars will 

tures, and in some instances God has have their portion in the lake which 

shown His righteous indignation burneth with fire and brimstone." 

against certain individuals who have 

not spoken the truth, as Ananias and CBttXSfiOIlbinfl* 

Sapphira, Achan, and others which ^ 

may be mentioned. A little boy WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION 

whom I know very well is, I am WORKING EXPENSES; 

sorry to say, very much addicted to Dear Brethren, — At the end of the 

speaking untruths. When he told month of June all the accounts con- 

his master that he felt very poorly, nected with the Wesleyan Beform 

his master scarcely believed him ; Union are closed for the year. It is 

because, finding him teU so many a plain fact that the Union cannot be 

falsehoods, he could scarcely tell worked \vithout a little outlay of 

whether he was speaking the truth ; money. In the delegate meeting for 



but it did happen that he was poorly, the laist three years this subject has 
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been considered, and all onr churches 
have been urged to make one col- 
lection dnring the year for such object. 
If all the churches which have not 
made such collection will please, by 
special church meeting or leaders* 
meeting, authorise such collection to 
be made in their chapels, so that it 
can be sent to the general secretary 
hefore the 30th of June, it will then 
appear in the accounts of the year. 
Tins is important. 

John Lobd, Secretary, 
S3, Ordnance Road, St. John's 
Wood, London, N.W, 

P.S. — ^AU missionary money should 
also be sent in at once. 



-WBSLEYAN EEFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE. 
Exeter Hall, May 10th, 1872. 
Present: Brothers Thos. Chamber- 
Jain, W. Nott, T. H. Richard, G. M. 
Hammer, P. Parker, and J. Lord. 

Brother T. H. Richard in the 
chair. 

Brother Hammer engaged in prayer 
at the opening of the meeting. 
I^The minutes of the last committee 
meeting held on April 12th were con- 
frmed. 

BroibeTB Butler, Nash, Porter, 
Barley, and Taft replied to the agenda. 
The correspondence was read; 
statements of spiritual prosperity in 
many of the circuits were given in the 
letters. The committee rejoiced to 
learn that in the Sheffield district 
there was an increase of 130 members 
on the last half year. 

Brother Whitehouse of the West 
Bromwich circuit having made appli- 
cation for the services of Brother 
Rowling to labour in the Birmingham 
part of their circuit. 

The committee appointed Brother 
Rowling to labour there from May 
26th to June 22nd. 

A cheque for the missionaries' sa- 
laries and one month's board for one 
missionary was ordered to be drawn, 
amounting to £23 5s. lOd. 

Two trade bills were also ordered to 
be paid. 

The^ book steward gave the sales 



for the month, showing an increase 
compared with the corresponding 
month last year ; also an increase on 
the ten months of the year. The sale 
of the magazine is also increasing. 

It was also resolved that five hun- 
dred cards, as now prepared by 
Brothers P. Parker and G. M. Ham- 
mer, for advertising our hynm books 
and magazines, be printed and sent 
out to the churches to be hung in the 
entrances of all our chapels and 
preaching places. 

A conversation was held on the ar- 
rangement of the statistical returns of 
members, &c. ; and it was suggested 
that if there were any circuits or 
churches which for local reasons de- 
clined to send their numbers to the 
Union which had before done so, 
they not having united with any other 
Christian communion, their numbers 
as last returned should be placed at 
the foot of the returns made to the 
Union for the yearly meeting. 

Bro. J. Lord concluded the meeting 
with prayer. 

WESLEYAN REFOBM UNION. 
It has been too much the habit in 
many churches to talk about and 
expect decline in the congregations 
and in the church during the sum- 
mer months. This talk and expecta- 
tion has caused efforts to be given up 
in order to promote the work of God 
in our circuit. If it be true that there 
is more danger of such declensions in 
our attendance on the public worship 
and in the members of our churches, 
how needful that stronger efforts 
should be put forth in order to bring 
a powerful influence to prevent such 
falling off. A good means to this 
end is to get to work and keep at 
work all the members of our churches 
in order to strengthen the cause of 
Christ. Work in the church should 
not stand for workers. Let a few 
of our elder preachers and class 
leaders form bands of three or 
four of the young people, and guide 
them in their work in prayer meet- 
ings, out-door preaching, singing to 
the place of worship, giving away 
tracts, all to be done in such a spirit 
and manner as to commend itself to 
all men. A little wisdom with much 
prayer will cause much good to be 
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done in this way this summer. On 
the Sunday evening let the service in 
the chapel he short and lively; a 
short prayer meeting; and then let 
the preacher and all the congregation 
go to the most likely place and have 
a short service out- doors ; not railing 
against any, but preaching Christ; 
and then let there be no discussions 
after with any, but an invitation to 
the house of God during the week, 
and on the following Sabbath. If 
these or such like means be set on 
foot by our leaders' meetings, we shall 
not hear so much outcry of decline 
in numbers during the summer 
months. 

Let these hints be taken kindly. 
The state of our churches needs them. 
Do we not long for the prosperity of 
our Union for Jesus' sake ? We must 
unite and work. 

Ashhy -de-la- Z ouch J Ihstoch. — " We 
have held our chapel anniversary. 
The sermons on the Sabbath were 
preached by Mrs. Firth. The col- 
lections very good. On Monday, April 
1st, we had a special tea meeting, 
130 sat down. The trays were pro- 
vided gratuitously. The whole pro- 
ceeds of the tea and collections were 
near i£13. The following took part 
in the meeting : Bro. Adcock in the 
chair. Brothers W. Garrett, S. Garrett, 
Ward, the Rev. J. Mabley, and Mrs. 
Firth. We are making an effort to 
reduce the debt at present on our 
chapel. Last year we paid £5 off, 
and this year we are trying to pay 
ifilO. We have commenced with free- 
will offerings for this object. Some 
have promised twopence per week; 
some one penny per week, and others 
a halfpenny per week. In our spiri- 
tual state, I am thankful to say, we are 
improving, and our continued prayer 
is that God will revive His work 
amongst us." 

Norwich. — " Our quarterly meeting 
was held on April 16th. It was well 
attended, and business was done in a 
comfortable manner. We have now 
fifty members on the church book ; an 
increase of fifteen on the year, and 
three on trial. We still hope to see 
the work of God prosper here." 

Doncaster. — *' As regards our 
church, I am thankful to say that we 
are in a happy and peaceful state. 



The Wesleyannew chapel and soliool, 
just in our neighbourhood, have af- 
fected our school ; but, being united 
we pray that the great Head of t)i« 
church may prosper our efforts, and 
that the church and school maybe 
increased. We had a very successful 
meeting at our half-yearly district, on 
Monday, April 29th." 

Northampton.—''! feel assured you 
need not expect a delegate from this 
place at the next meeting. You will 
perceive that we are engaged in 
chapel matters, I may say, heavily in 
our circuit ; and I trust that we are 
not living in vain, although our snc- 
cess is small." 

Ivinghoe. — " On Sunday, May 5 A, 
Brother Lord, of London, preached 
afternoon and evening to very good 
congregations. In the afternoon ser- 
vice four children were baptized, and 
after the public service in the even- 
ing the members received the Lord's 
Supper. The prospect of this little 
church is more cheering, as there 
appears a better understanding with 
the members. On the Monday fol- 
lowing, it being fair day, we had a 
social tea ; and in the evening aboc^ 
sixty met together. Brother Benson 
read the parts of the Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress, the young people sang the 
hymns for the service of song, and 
the people were much pleased, We 
hope this church will by united effort 
see better days." 

Eotherham and Mexhro\ — "With 
respect to the cause of Christ in this 
circuit, I may say that on the whole 
we have great cause for thankfulness. 
Many of the places are in a promising 
condition. The labours of the mis- 
sionaries have been blest in the 
quickening of the churches, and in 
bringing some to decision of character. 
We have just opened our new place 
with fourteen members. Ground has 
been secured for a new chapel. Two 
or three other places are thinking oi 
building new chapels ; and we fed 
confident that if we only labour with 
a single eye to God's glory we shall 
prosper." 

London Circuit, Portland Town. 
— On Sunday, April 28th, the quar- 
terly sermons were preached br 
Brother Nott in the morning, and 
Brother Grundon in the evening. On 
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the Monday following this small 
church held their quarterly tea meet- 
ing ; and at the meeting after tea Mr. 
Ives took the chair. Brother Lord, 
circuit minister, and Brothers Chris- 
tian, Ltawson, Grundon, Whetnal, and 
l^ott addressed the meeting. Many 
spoke of it as the hest ever held in the 
place, and all appeared much pleased 
with an evening so profitably spent. 

We rejoice in the prosperity re- 
ferred to in the above reports; but 
how httle compared to what it ought 
to be! We hope these are but the 
drops before the showers. Let us 
pray, believe, and work for still 
greater things. *' Faithful is He that 
calleUi you, who also will do it.'* 

J. L. 

ROTHERHAM AND MEXBRO' 
CIRCUIT. 
DALTON PARVO. 
It is now about sixty years since a 
Methodist society was first formed in 
this small village by the Wesleyan 
Conference ; and for many years it was 
supplied by the preachers of that 
body, on a Sunday afternoon, the 
preaching being held in the house of 
a local preacher. This continued till 
about the year 1849 or '50, when the 
said local preacher (who was also a 
class leader) and his class, owing to 
the division that took place, with- 
drew from the Conference and joined 
the Wesleyan Reformers. Soon after 
this, Brother G. Pashley, the local 
preacher and class leader referred to, 
entered •into his rest. The friends 
still kept struggling on ; and about 
sixteen years ago a room was fitted 
up for the worship of Almighty God ; 
and in that room the society worship 
at the present time. Many are the 
changes that have taken place since 
the commencement of the Reform 
movement ; but still this society holds 
firm to the principles it espoused. It 
is now nearly twenty years since the 
writer first went to Dalton as a local 
preacher belonging to the circuit, and 
he has watched with intense interest 
this little society. Of late years the 
responsibihty of carrying on this 
little cause has rested to a very great 
extent on the shoulders of two 
families. With reference to one of 
these families, the writer cannot let 



this opportunity pass without just 
referring to a circumstance or two in 
connection with it. There was one 
of that family, a local preacher, who 
took a very deep interest in the work 
of Grod in this circuit, and for many 
years was a very acceptable preacher ; 
but it pleased our heavenly Father 
to take him to himself some three or 
four years ago. Then there was a 
sister who found mercy in the httle 
room referred to ; and she, too, has 
fallen asleep in Jesus. Then another 
sister followed her sister and brother 
to the better land. Nearly two years 
ago the father of the above, having 
served his God with great fidelity for 
a good.number of years, went from an 
earthly Sabbath to a heavenly one, 
and has left a dear wife behind, who 
is following in his steps. A son also, 
since his father's death, has decided 
for Jesus, and now holds the very 
office his father held in the church. 
Other members of the family are also 
on the Lord's side. The otner family 
referred to are in the field labouring 
for Jesus, There are others in con- 
nection with the society who are an 
honour to their profession. 

Brother Holland, one of the mis- 
sionaries, has been labouring at 
Dalton for a fortnight. On Sunday, 
March 24th, he preached two excel- 
lent sermons to good congregations, 
and three souls professed to find 
salvation. On Monday 25th we held 
our quarter-day at the same place. 
There was a very good attendance. 
The presence of the Master was felt; 
and on the whole it was a good day. 
When the numbers aU come in, there 
will no doubt be an increase in mem- 
bers, and we pray that there may be 
great prosperity throughout the cir- 
cuit. 

On Good Friday we held the annual 
tea meeting as the friends are accus- 
tomed to hold every year. There was 
a most excellent attendance ; the room 
was filled to overflowing, and the 
company had to sit down at twice. 
After all was cleared away a public 
meeting was held, presided over by 
W. Lansbury. Addresses of a most 
heart-stirring nature were dehvered 
by Bros. J. Priestly, W. Guest, and 
J. Daniels, of Swinton, J. Barra- 
clough, Rawmarsh, S. Hall and W. 
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Jones, Masbro*, and Bro. Holland, 
missionary. The meetings were quite 
a success, both tea meeting and pub- 
lic meeting also. On Wednesday, 
April 3rd, a missionary meeting was 
held, presided over by Brother T. 
Moorhouse, Dalton ; and addresses 
were given by Bros. C. Coggan, W. 
Jones, Masbro', A. Holland, and W. 
Lansbury, Botherham. At the close 
a collection was made on behalf of 
the Home Missionary Society, 
amounting to £1. Brother Holland 
preached twice during each week, 
and his visit to this place has been 
attended, we trust, witii lasting good. 
Some attended the service who had 
seldom or ever entered God's house ; 
and while our dear brother was hold- 
ing forth the word of life, tears ran 
down their faces ; and we hope some 
of them have been led to the Saviour. 
It is the first time a missionary has 
been to this place to labour (except 
for a Sabbath or so) ; but the friends 
hope that they shall not be long ere 
they have another visit from the mis- 
sionary, and they feel grateful to the 
committee for sending one to them. 
Some few have been added to the 
church. W. L. 

NOEWICH. 
The friends in connection with the 
Wesleyan Reform Chapel, Belvoir 
Street, Heigham, Norwich, have pur- 
chased an organ and placed it in their 
chapel. Brother Lewis, missionary, 
preached on the occasion, Feb. 25th, 
1872, three excellent sermons. The 
next Tuesday a tea meeting took 
place, and nearly one hundred persons 
sat down to tea. A public meeting 
followed, presided over by Buck- 
ingham, Esq., who congratulated the 
friends on what they had done, and 
expressed the pleasure he felt in 
meeting so many on the occasion. 
On concluding his address he called 
upon the choir to give one of their 
heart-stirring pieces, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the audience. 
The Rev. 1. 1. 1. Kempten (Baptist) 
said he was glad to meet his friends 
on that happy occasion. He spoke on 
the necessity of uniting prayer with 
praise here ; and then, by and by, we 
should join the heavenly choir where 
^rayer would be lost in praise. 



After the choir had given another 
piece, the Rev. R. Clare (Baptist), ad- 
dressed the meeting who expressed 
the pleasure he felt in being there, 
and meeting; for the first time onr 
missionary. Brother Lewis. He urged 
on the congregation the necessity of 
singing with grace in the heart. Mr. 
Chure was followed by two more 
pieces by the choir. 

Brother Lewis then gave one of 
his warm-hearted speeches. He no- 
ticed the glorious harmony existing 
among the heavenly choir above; 
the connection there was between the 
church above and the church below. 
He urged upon the church to be up 
and doing, and God had promised 
they should reap if they fainted not. 

Thanks were given to the ladies 
who had provided the tea, to the 
choir for their excellent service of 
song, to those kind friends who had 
contributed to the object of the meet- 
ing, to the ministers for their speeches, 
and to the chairman for his kindness 
in coming forward on the occasion, 
and his admirable conduct in the 
chair. 

The doxology was sung, and Bro- 
ther Lowis concluded with prayer; 
and then was closed one of me best 
meetings the society ever held. 

R. L. 



METHODIST {BEFOBM, SHEFFIEIiD 

CIRCUIT. 
The usual circuit quarterly meeting 
was held in Watery St. School-room, 
on Monday, March 25th. 

There was scarcely the average 
attendance ; yet a nice company par- 
took of tea, and afterwards engaged 
in the routine of business peculiar to 
this meeting. Bro. J. Hardy, the 
president for the current year, took 
the chair at half-past six, and com- 
menced the proceedings by singing 
the well-known hymn, "God moves 
in a mysterious way," &c.; and in 
consideration of our late painful be- 
reavements, it appeared to be well 
chosen ; the sentiment of the poet was 
evidently reciprocated, and the in- 
fluence during prayer was of the right 
kind. 

The returns from the various 
churches ccmxposing our drcuit were 
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cm the whole satisfactory ; though we 
think it in place to remark how much 
we might do if we were of more 
earnest spirit. May we have a pente- 
costal blessing. Thank God it is 
posmble. Deducting deaths, removals, 
&c., we have the unspeakable hap- 
piness to report a net increase of ten 
upon the last qusurter, for which we 
humbly desire to thank the Great 
Head of the Church. The members 
now stand as follows : — Full members, 
1143 ; on trial, 154. And I believe 
we might as well have 100 as 10, if 
we would work more. 

Amongst the more important ques- 
tions bearing upon the state of the 
circuit was the one relating to past 
attendance to the quarterly lovefeast, 
which has been held on the Sabbath 
afternoon previous to the quarter day. 
The reports not being altogether of a 
satisfactory nature, it was deemed 
advisable to hold it as a prayer meeting 
and lovefeast on the first Monday in 
the months March, June, September, 
and December, commencing at half- 
past six ; the conductors to be chosen 
quarterly, and are for the ensuing 
one, Bros. Hardy, WiUdnson, and 
Mawson ; to whose discretion the time 
for prayer will be submitted, and we 
hope each church will make earnest 
endeavours to be well represented. 
The scheme for perpetual visitation 
which I noticed a short time ago, was 
adopted by the preachers' meeting, 
the particulars of which, with its re- 
sults, I hope shortly to be able to 
communicate. 

The past three months have been 
trying, for we have lost friends and 
fellow workers ; but the Judge of all 
the earth shall do right. May the 
lesson taught be well learned, and 
more zeal manifested ; and may every 
prayer be — " Shew us prosperity." — ^I 
am, dear brother, yours sincerely, 
J. Doughty, Circuit Secretary. 



WESLEYAN REFOBM SUNDAY 

SCHOOL, GRIMESTHORPE, 

SHEFFIELD. 

The anniversary services of the above 

school were held on the 12th and ISth 

inst. 

Those on the Sunday were con- 
ducted by Mr. B. Porter, of Doncaster, 



and the one on the Monday by the 
Rev. John Young, of Attercliffe. The 
choir was under the able leadership 
of Mr. James Stacey. That the 
congregations were overflowing and 
influential may be judged from the 
fact that the collections realised the 
sum of je38 18s. 4d. The mouth of 
our chancellor of the exchequer was 
opened wide, and a bountifrd provi- 
dence has sent us friends who have 
absolutely filled it, and we are satis- 
fied. 0. B. 

WIBSEY WESLEYAN REFORM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. 
On Sunday, May 6th, 1872, two ser- 
mons were preached by the Rev. E. 
Barley, resident minister. The chapel 
was filled to overflowing. The 
scholars on the platform were well 
arranged, and presented a very beau- 
tiful and impressive sight, which 
caused tears to run down many 
cheeks. The singing was venr effi- 
ciently conducted. The following 
coins were taken at the collections : — 
2 farthings, 491 halfpennies, 682 pen- 
nies, 1314 threepenny pieces, 220 
fourpenny pieces, 447 sixpences, 145 
shillings, 23 florins, 14 half crowns, 1 
crown, 3 half sovereigns ; making a 
total of £48 3s. 8d., which is an ad- 
vance of £1 lis. on last year's col- 
lection. B. G. 



9m Mmian. 

GREASBROUGH, ROTHERHAM AND 
MEXBRO' CIRCUIT. 

Bbotheb Devine has been labouring 
at this place for two weeks. He en- 
tered upon his work here under very 
discouraging circumstances, the so- 
ciety being very small. But to the 
credit of our Brother Devine, he 
laboured on, visiting, preaching, hold- 
ing class meetings, and trying to the 
best of his ability to revive the church ; 
and we have every reason to think he 
did not labour in vain. Some were 
quickened, and we trust some few 
were savinglyibrought to a knowledge 
of the truth. Our brother has gained 
the esteem of the friends in this place, 
and has done very much to estabhsh 
our principles. W. L. 
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OUB MISSIONAEY'S BUDGET, 

AS ESIPTIED AT A YOBESHHtB HIBSIOlfABY 
MEETING. 



Case No. II. 

Eappino at the door of a house, then 
stepping in without being asked : 

M. — Good morning, ma'am ; I have 
come to invite you to a religious ser- 
vice this evening. 

W. — I am too much confined at 
home, I cannot get out; my husband 
is very unwell. 

M. — ^Indeed : can I be allowed to 
see him. 

W, — ^Yes ; he is there, lying on the 
sofa. 

M, — Oh, I see: Good morning, 
sir; you are indeed very poorly I 
perceive. 

H. — ^Yes, and have been for some 
time. 

M. — Have you a doctor attending 
you? 

iJ.— Yes. 

M. — What does he say about your 
case? 

H, — ^He does not say much; I 
don't think that he really knows 
much about it. 

M. — Perhaps it is one of those 
diflScult cases which baffle both skill 
and medicines ; but I know of a very 
skilful physician, indeed, I am agent 
for him : he could cure you. 

H. — Indeed: what is his name? 

M, — Well, he is called Jesus, 
because he would save his people 
from their sins. He cures disease 
of mind as well as that of body : and 
soul diseases you know are the worst ; 
they kill and destroy all before them. 
I believe that has something to do 
with your experience. I fear your 
mind is not peaceful and happy. Do 
you ever pray ? 

H. — That's my business. 

M. — ^Why, yes; you are perfectly 
right in that, it is your business, and 
I hope you attend to your business 
well ; but you know it is also my 
business to ask you, whether you do or 
not. 

jS^.— Well, then, I don't. 
•• M. — Well, I'm very sorry to hear it. 
It is a great pity that you, so unwell, 
should not humble yourself before 
God. in prayer, and ask Him to help 



and comfort you, in your trouble, 
man ; it would make matters so much 
better. Shall I pray for you? 

H. — ^I cannot bear a noise ; doctor | 
says I must be kept very quiet. 

Jkf. — O, bless you, sir, I would 
pray right quietly ; it would not in- 
convenience you I think at all. 
What say you? shall I pray? 

H. — ^You can if you choose. 

M, — ^Well, but I want you to pray 
too, and you will feel so much better. 

H. — ^As to that, I have always 
doubted the feeling part. I believe 
it's a whim of the brain. 

M, — Did you ever try it ? 

H. — No! I cannot say I have. 

M. — ^Well, try it my good man, 
before you condemn it; don't be 
headstrong and foolish in these 
matters any longer. What profit can 
a dying man, as you are, get out of 
these disputings on eternal things ? 
You are trifling with your soul, 
which is in the greatest peril. 
Think, man, what you are doing. 
Remember your stay here is but 
short, and if your soul is lost, it is 
lost for ever. You will pray for your- , 
self, won't you ? 

H. — Oh ! I can't pray. 

M. — ^Yes, you can pray if you try. 
Feeling that in neglecting God you 
have done wrong, you can say with 
sincerity of heart, that is, meaning 
what you utter, " God be merciful ^ 
me a sinner." 

-ff .—Would that be really any use 
in my case ? 

M. — Use ! yes ; why it maybe pro- 
bable that the Lord has sent me here 
to make you the last oflFer of his 
mercy that he intends you to have : 
then don't neglect this opportunity, 
but begin to pray. 

H. — (Sighing heavily, after a short 
pause.) Sir, will you pray to Oo^ 
for me ? 

M. — Glory be to God, you see the 
Lord has not cast you off; he has 
nicely softened your heart, and hum- 
bled your pride, and he wiU save yoi 
fully, only ask Him. Let us pray.— 
Now I see you are much exhausted. 
I will call in again. So, good 
morning. 

H. — Good morning, and thank you 
for calling. 
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THE FLOWERS APPEAR ON THE EARTH. 
It is a time for rejoiciog, a pleasant phase in the year's history, and we 
are full of gladness and joy ; hailing the season of heauty, of floral riches, 
of dawning snmmer joy, with deep, yet, perchance, somewhat pensive 
emotions of pleasure, as we look forward with glad heart and brighter eye 
to all the snmmer rapture of the year. 

It is meet that the birds should sing, that the flowers should bloom 
that there should be so much pure beauty, such manifestation of grace and 
serenity in nature; for it is God's nature, and there is the lingering 
beauty of testifying holiness upon it, though it has been scarred by the 
plough, and red battle-rain and heaps of festering clay haye desecrated it. 

The broad green bosom of the earth beams with a fresh beauty before 
the smile of Flora, and we read the promise of the harvest days in the 
strong springing grain, and the blossoms which make glad the shrubs, and 
the trees, and the herbs, and all the teeming ways of nature ! 

We gaze upon it, and the winter-day clouds vanish, and the flowers are 
all our own in their loveliness ; and we see in them the types of the sum- 
mer's glory, and we stand gazing in the green plains of life, with the 
fleecy blue of heaven above us, our wistful eyes towards the warm and 
radiant sun, and the thrill of hope goes forward, like the lark's soaring, 
singing flight to the heavenly gates. And surely the summer rapture 
shall be onrs, the promise of other days shall be realised, the anxious, the 
weary probation is over, and we will weave the summer flowers in garlands 
for our brows ; we will deck ourselves in new raiment, and our song shall 
be heard in the land, for the day of the long desired gift is at hand, the 
golden fruit shall drop into our mouth, our thirsty lips shall be cooled 
with delicious waters, and all the strong passion of our waiting soul shall 
be satisfied, and the summer day shall see our gladness, and earth shall 
give us the day of fruitful rapture for which we have prayed and panted I 
We will worship our gods, our beautiful gods I in a new temple, and we 
will rest and be satisfied in the joy of accomplished desire. 

But the soaring lark sinks songless, breathless to the earth, and so sink 
the earthly desires of our soul, for they may never be accomplished ; our 
temples may never rise in graceful beauty on the green summer sod, and 
the light of God's glorious sun may never shed its radiance about the 
forms of the gods we cherish, for the beauty of the Lord lends not its 
Summer sheen to perfect the unholy and the unsanctified desires of erring 
man. 

We may not raise our temples and altars to our gods on the Summer 
grass, where the meek daisy in its pure pearl and gold looks upward to 
God's heaven, a witness of God's greatness and power, more beautiful than 
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all the gods we wonld enshrine on the earth, and worship in the Summer- 
time of the year. 

Yet they are suggestive, these flowers of days that have flitted silently 
into the eternity of the past, and the spirit of the old time is upon as, it 
mingles with oar present promise and joy, the promise and joy of the past, 
and we love the blossoms that are thick about our path all the more for 
the blossoms of the past, and we forget the dead and sere leaves that the 
Autamn winds whirled hither and thither in their gusty wrath, forget the 
herbage in its forlorn decay, when the drizzling rain fell upon it, rotting 
leaves and flowers and stalks in the damp and barren soil. 

The flowers appear on the earth in beaaty, delicate grace, and fragrance; 
the corollas are flashed with soft tints, or present a broad dazzling field of 
colour to the eye : but gazing upon all their beauty, they teach a deep and 
solemn lesson, for gay corolla, pistil, stamen, pollen, all are there for a 
purpose, which must be accomplished, in the days of the year's last beauty, 
when the Autumn glow is on the land, when the leaves are dry and hard, 
grey and dead, and the ripened seed-vessels scatter their load of life for 
another year's vegetation over the land. All the beauty of the Summer 
days tends to the Autumn end, to the time of seeds, when nature having 
passed through her annual course, prepares for another year of vegeta- 
tion and beauty. 

And we in our toil are maturing the first elements of a nature which, 
fostered in time, is destined to mature in the realms of the eternal, where 
vain and mocking visions* shall cease to weary and trouble the soul, and 
the Summer-joy shall be perfect, and the deep, strong desires which we 
never might realise in time, which mocked us with the vanity of earthly 
hopes, shall be lost in eternal peace, in glorious consummation, and the 
certain rest which the Lord giveth to His servants. 

E. Lamplouoh. 



LESSON X.— CHRIST'S CONVERSATION WITH NICODEMtJS. 

John ill. 1-10. 
While Jesus was at Jerusalem, Nicodemus came to him. Nicodemus sig- 
nifies iwaoceTU blood ; or, according to the Greek, the victory of the people* 
Nicodemus was of the sect of the Pharisees. The Pharisees were a nume- 
rous and powerful sect of the Jews. " The sect or order of the Pharisees 
ceased with the temple ; since that no man reads of a Pharisee " (Bishop 
Hall ; see also the Second Lesson). Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews; 
a ruler, a governor of a synagogue j whose office it was to preside over th^ 
assembly and direct the worship. (Mark v. 22 ; Luke iv. 16-20.) He 
was also a senator of the Sanhedrim, a chief person in the Jews eodesias- 
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tical court and connd]. [Nicodemns defended Christ when the Jews 
sought to condemn Him. (John yii. 50-1.) He also prepared for the 
preservation from decay of the body of Christ, a miztore of myrrh and 
aloes, abont an hundred pound weight. (John xix. 89.) 

I^icodemus came to Jesus by night ; Air. Wesley says '' through shame." 
Dr. Cummings says : *^ Nicodemus once would come by night, because he 
was afiraid to come by day." In the lesson there is no direct evidence that 
it was cowardice which induced him to come by night ; he might have 
chosen the night season in order to converse with Jesus, less through the 
fear of man than through an earnest desire to have Christ alone ; as he 
found Jesus all the day encompassed with the multitude. Matthew 
Henry observes : "Nicodemus made a private and particular address to 
Christ ; not thinking it enough to hear His public discourses, he resolved 
to talk with Him by Himself. This may, therefore, be considered an act 
of prudence and discretion. Christ being engaged all the day in public 
work, he would not interrupt Him or expect His attendance then ; but 
observed the hour of Christ's retirement, and waited on Him when He was 
at leisure.'* Nicodemus addressed Christ and said, << Babbi." This means 
Master. It may appear strange that a man in the circumstances and 
position of Nicodemus should thus address Christ, who had not where to 
lay His head. It ought to teach us not to value men by their outward 
condition ; but by their moral and spiritual worth. There is no evidence 
that Nicodemus had any design to become one of Christ's disciples when 
he came to Jesus by night. We are told that discipleship could not be 
entered upon by the Jews in the night. Nicodemus said to Jesus, " We 
know that thou art a teacher sent from God." This refers to the Phari- 
sees and ralers. The reason assigned is, " For no man can do these 
miracles that thou doest except God be with him." Nicodemus, being a 
master (or teacher) in Israel, may here refer to the character of signs and 
wonders named in Deut. xiii. 1-5 ; intimating that between these and the 
miracles of Christ there was a mighty contrast, such as to show that the 
miracles wrought by Christ were by Divine power. It may be that the 
miracles wrought by Christ, of which Nicodemlls had been witness, or to 
which he refers, are such the particulars of which are not recorded. (John 
ii. 23.) '^ It is not improbable that he had as far as possible examined the 
doctrine and inquired into the life of Jesus before he made this inference 
from His miracles." (Calmet's Comment.) This mode of reasoning is 
most correct and worthy of a man in the position of Nicodemus. He 
had a wish to be more particularly instructed in the teaching of Christ. 

" Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." By the 
words ** Verily, verily," is intimated the importance and truth of what 
Christ was about to utter. It is as if Christ had said to Nicodemus, '' Thy 
acknowledgment of My divine mission and authority, free and generous 
though it be, will not be sufficient to render the^ a member of that king* 
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dom which I am going to set np ; for, except a man be bom again ; that 
iBj renewed in his mind, will, and affections bj the operation of the Holy 
Ghost, and so become a new creature, he cannot see the kingdom of God ; 
namely, he cannot be a Christian here, or a saint hereafter." (Stackhoase*s 
History of the Bible.) No profession, outward priyilege, or ceremonial 
obseryances will sare us. There must take place a change in us before we 
can enter the kingdom of grace here, or the kingdom of glory hereafter. 
This change is often called " Regeneration of the heart and life." Re- 
generation is the new birth or being born from above. That mighty change 
wrought in the heart of man by the Holy Spirit, by which the dominion 
of sin is broken, and by which he is enabled cheerfully to serve God. 
This is the meaning of the word in Titus iii. 5. In Matt. xix. 28 the 
word refers to the final renovation or restitution of all things. The word 
is only found in the New Testament in these two places. The doctrine is 
often found, as John iii. 3-5, Rom. xiv. 8, James i. 18, 1 Cor. v. 7, 
2 Cor. V. 17, Gal. v. 17. " The new birth which is here spoken of compre- 
hends not only what is termed justification or pardon ; but also sanctifica- 
tion or holiness. Sin must be pardoned, and the impurity of the heart 
washed away, before any soul can possibly enter into the kingdom of God." 
(Dr. Clarke.) 

Nicodemus did not understand Christ. It is likely that Nicodemus was 
now advanced in age, and not perceiving the spiritual character of the 
work of the Holy Ghost on the soul of man to the making of him a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, he asked, " How can a man be born when he is 
old ? Can he enter the second time into his mother^s womb and be bom ?^' 
(Read 1 Cor. ii. 14.) It is not always the learned in the wisdom of this 
world that have the best conception of the nature and workings of grace. 
"We ought never to be too proud to confess our ignorance when we are 
seeking to be made wise in the things connected with the kingdom of God. 
Let us inquire and be willing to be taught by any who can show us the 
way to be saved. 

" Jesus answered. Verily,- verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be bom 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.' 
Here the Lord is pleased to explain what He stated in verse 3, and to show 
Nicodemus that He spoke not of a natural birth, but of one of the Spirit* 
The Spirit is the Third Person in the Holy Trinity. To be bom of water 
and of the Spirit signifies the influences and purifying power represented 
by the figure of water. (Read Psa. li. 2-7 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25-29 ; Titus 
iii. 5.) Regeneration and baptism are perfectly distinct. We read of 
some in the New Testament who were baptized ; but had not received the 
Holy Ghost. (Acts viii. 16-16.) We also read of others who received 
the Holy Ghost before they were baptized. (Acts x. 47.) A few Scrip- 
tures may here be given in which the influence of the Spirit is compared 
to water. Isa. xii. 3 ; xxxv. 6-7 ; Iv. 1 ; John vii. 37, 38 ; Eph. v. 26. 
■^ow important that we all experience what it is to be ^(^fifjf^^ ^^ 
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of the Spirit, Remember, Jesns said, " Except a man be bom of water 
and of the Spirit he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

Jesus tells Nicodemus, " That which is born of the flesh is flesh." That 
is, if it were possible for a man to enter the second time into his mother's 
womb and be born, flesh would be flesh still, and there would be no change. 
" The plant would ever be of the nature of the seed that produces it." 
Jesos teaches in this verse the doctrine of natural depravity. That is, 
that flesh and corruption are by the birth of the flesh ; the habitual prin- 
ciples and dispositions are unto evil ; there is an aversion from God, a love 
of the creature, the inclination of the mind is only to that which is evil, 
and that this is the state of all born of the flesh. (Psa. li. 6 ; Iviii. 8.) 
Jesus also teaches that holy inclinations, qualifications, and dispositions 
are the produce of the Holy Spirit, so that all who are regenerated by the 
Spirit are spiritual, and resemble the Spirit in all holiness. 

Jesus said still to Nicodemus, " Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again." In this expression Jesus may have checked the 
rising of prejudice in the mind of Nicodemus ; and still keeping the atten- 
tion fixed and the mind open to receive yet a clearer understanding of this 
great truth. It is well to give line upon line, line upon line, and when we 
Lave got the attention, keep it, till conviction take hold on the soul. We 
cannot exhibit Christian graces unless we are born again. We cannot be 
happy unless we are born again. We are not likely to be useful unless 
we are bom again. We cannot enter heaven unless we are born again. 
The nature of heaven's mansions, its inhabitants, its employments, and its 
enjoyments are all holy. We must be made holy. Jesus said, " Marvel 
not that I said unto thee. Ye must be born again." 

Regeneration by the Spirit is an entire change ; the manner of its accom- 
plishment we cannot understand, it is mysterious ; but the fact is well- 
known. There are many things in the natural world that are not 
comprehended by us, but are quite mysterious ; as the blowing of the 
wind. We cannot discern the air itself. We feel the wind, see its efi"ects ; 
but whence it comes, or whither it goes, we cannot tell. It is also for us 
to feel the Spirit's operations in our hearts, and witness the effects of them 
in ourselves, and in others by the character of their conduct. It is not 
wise for us to deny the doctrine of regeneration, because we cannot know 
the manner in which it is wrought. The Scripture marks of this new 
birth or regeneration are (1.) Faith in Christ, 1 John v. 1 ; (2.) Love to 
Gk)d, 1 John iv. 7 ; (3.) Victory over the world, 1 John v. 4 ; (4.) Ab- 
stinence from the commission of sin, 1 John iii. 9 ; and (5.) The hope of 
heaven, 1 Pet. i. 3. 

Mcodemus does not yet show conviction, but he asks, " How can these 
things be ?" That which is mysterious in its operation is not to be com- 
prehended but believed, and the fact experienced. Nicodemus wanted to 
understand before he would believe; instead of first believing and then 
experiencing the change. That which was an hindrance- to him from 
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knowing " How these things were,'* was an unwillingness to belieye any- 
thing from Christ he could not comprehend. We are sorry that in this 
matter Nicodemns does not stand alone ; for in the history of mankind he 
was but a type of multitudes in the present day. Let this no longer be 
our character : but let us on God's authority believe His word. 

Christ replies in the form of a reproof, and asks, " Art thou a Master 
in Israel, and knowest not these things ?" The word " Master " means 
teacher, a tutor, one who sits in Moses' chair. As a teacher of the people 
from Moses and the Prophets he ought to have known the spiritual teach- 
ing of Deut. X. 16 ; Psa. li. 10 ; Jer. xxxi. 33; Ezek. xxxvi. 26. It was 
not in any way honourable to a Master of Israel to be ignorant of such 
an important subject. It would be well if there were no Masters in 
Christian Israel ignorant of this subject in our day. It is our duty to 
seek that we may know these things by personal experience, and enjoy the 
blessing of this new birth. If we ask aright in prayer, we shall receive 
the Holy Spirit as our Teacher and Kegenerator. (Luke xi. 13.) Let 
us not be like the FhariseeSf who were so taken up with their rites and 
traditions that they gave but little, if any, attention to the spiritual things 
which ought to be accounted by us as nearer and of far greater importance 
to our souls. Dear young reader, be thankful for such a Teacher as Jesus, 
and for such plain teaching on so all-important a subject. Set yourselves 
about obtaining this blessing in good earnest. Make it the one thing of 
your life ; rest not but in its enjoyment. It is for all I and for you. 

" I feel thee, willing, Lord, " Here will I ever lie, 

A sinful world to save ; And tell thee all my care. 

All may obey Thy gracious word, • And * Father, Abba, Father,' cry» 

May peace and pardon have. And pour a ceaseless prayer ; 

Not one of all the race Till Thou my sins subdue. 

But may return to thee, — Till Thou my sins destroy, 

But at the throne of sovereign grace My spirit after God renew. 
May fall and weep, like me. And fill with peace and joy." 

John Lord. 



MEMOIR OP JOSEPH BENN, OP WIBSEY. 

As one of our last acts of respect to the memory of Joseph Benn, we 
chronicle his departure from the earth. He has been called to his rest at 
a ripe old age. He was the son of Jacob and Ellen Benn, and was born 
in March, 1802, at the little hamlet called Aycliff Hill, in the Wibsey 
Circuit. His parents having nine children had to struggle hard to get 
on in life; besides they were not God-fearing people. The father was a 
drunkard, and during Joseph's boyhood the mother lived after the fashion 
^^ this world. She subsequently gave her mind to God's terfice, »nd 
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joined the Primitive Methodists, and, we hope, died in the Lord. Joseph's 
father was a miner, and at a very early age Joseph was pat to the same 
occupation, the associations of which were not at all favonrahle to 
religion ; and as might be expected, he grew up in sin. Yet towards his 
parents he showed marked obedience and respect ; even after he became a 
man, it was manifest that he only required to know what their wishes 
were, and he at once sought to oblige them. He was married on the 7th 
of October in the year 1822. On their way tx) the altar he said, " Now 
Hannah, I shall not want thee to gossip or go from house to house, I want 
to be at peace with our neighbours." At that time he was unable to 
read, he did not know as much as the letters of the alphabet ; but as soon 
as he had given his heart to God he felt a wish to be able to read the 
word of God ; not being able to do so was felt to ba a great drawback. 
So he made overtures to one John Ormond, a neighbour, who was a 
Sunday School teacher, that if he would teach him in the evenings, he 
would go and teach an infant class in the Sunday School; this was 
agreed to, and an intimacy sprung up between them, from which Brother 
Benn derived considerable benefit ; for as evil communications corrupt good 
manners, so the influence of a good man, like salt, preserves that which it 
permeates. Joseph was taken by the hand of kindness and led to God's 
house, at a time when he might not have had moral courage to have gone 
of himself. In his carnal state one great besetment was his love of song 
singing, wliich he practised somewhat extensively ; but not without feeU ' 
ings of condemnation. The Spirit strove with him, and when alone in the 
pit bottom he used to try to pray. He also made many a resolve that he 
would abandon his sinful companions, but he found they were not to be 
shaken off so easily. They would seek him up) even after he had 
commenced to carry out his resolutions, they prevailed upon him to 
witness a performance at a travelling theatre : he has often spoken of the 
misery which he then felt, and he resolved that if the Lord would spare 
him to get out of that place he would be a better man. Soon after this 
his father met with an accident : acting as breaksman on the tramway, 
his waggon was thrown off the lino, and partly fell upon him and much 
injured him. Joseph was the first to the scene ; but the greatest thing 
that weighed upon him was the thought of the sad consequences, had his 
father been hurried into eternity. From this circumstance Joseph's mind 
became settled to serve the Lord ; but the exact date of his conversion is 
not known. He began to pray publicly on a Sunday night at a prayer meet- 
ing at the house of Jenny Murgatroyd. The next day the tidings spread 
all through the works, that ** Joseph Benn had turned Methody." One 
said this about it, another said that, some said, ^< Ah ! a fortnight will try 
him ; he'll none stand ;" bat he threw in his lot with God's people, became 
a member of the Wesleyan Society at Wibsey, and he received his first 
ticket on Christmas Eve, 1826. Our friend's Christianity was not of 
a churcb^managing sort; but simple, personal, earnest, and ^^9?kQ(S^^ 
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danger lay in believing the spirits before he had tried them. The happy 
state of his mind was manifest through his beaming countenance. Under the 
word he gave indications that he had an indiridaal interest in the same ; 
he has said that he could not remember being at any service in which his 
soul was not more or less blessed. It is just to record that but once, 
since his conversion, did he fall into condemnation. On having to receive 
his wages at a public house, he being without food, was prevailed upon to 
drink, and though only taking a small quantity of beer, yet having taken 
no food for several hours, the drink took effect, and as a consequence he 
felt greatly condemned for having yielded to the solicitation to drink at 
all. His friend John Ormond perceived that something was the matter, 
and on ascertaining the cause, he sought to encourage him to take up his 
cross and try i^gain. 

Onr Brother had several narrow escapes, but God wrought out wonder- 
ful deliverances. Oncfe he was severely burnt, and nearly lost his life 
with fire-damp in the pit. At another time, through some mistake in 
working the signal, he was jerked out of the corve after he had entered it 
with the view of ascending the shaft. He was also brought to death's 
* door by an attack of pleurisy, and after that he was prostrated by fever. 
In the year 1854 he lost three up-grown daughters within a period of 
23 weeks. 

This happened at a time when they were in very adverse circumstances; 
poverty followed affliction. One circumstance left its impression on the 
memory of the whole^ family ; one of the sick daughters called the mother 
to her bedside and said, " Mother, I think I could fancy a little flour 
gruel." The mother said, *' My child, we have not a bit of flour in the 
house." The poor girl sighed and said, " Never mind, mother, I will try 
to do without." Within two or three minutes of this conversation a 
neighbour woman entered the house and said, " Hannah, what think 
you ? We have got in a pack of flour, and my husband thinks you cannot 
be very well off, and he would have me bring you a little flour;" and then 
she placed about 2 Gibs, on the table. The family, wept tears of gratitude 
on receiving such kindness in such a time of need. The woman had not 
got away before two young girls entered^ and finding how matters were, 
took out what coppers they possessed, and thus 2^d. was provided for 
yeast necessary for baking. 

Joseph Benn's life was chequered by many a domestic trouble ; but he 
used the events of this life as preparatives to the life which is eternal. 
In the church, if not qualified for some of its higher offices, he was 
willing to do what he could. He taught in the Sunday school as long as 
health and age would permit. He was annually appointed to arrange 
the children on the platform and to keep the rules of order at the school 
anniversaries. He also occupied a place at the head of the schools at 
their Whitsuntide processions ; this he did up to .1871, when, through 
"^ition, he could only go part of the round. As it.respecte.kading 
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a class he felt himself very unequal to that office ; but the class then meet- 
ing at Chapel-fold by some means fell into his bands, and this was the 
last meeting be left home to attend. He was bighlj respected by all, and 
his class loved him much. On two occasions he was the subject of 
peculiar dreams. He dreamt that he was in combat with the devil, near 
to a bam which he was accustomed to pass in going to his work. He 
was very much frightened on awaking, and it appeared when awake as 
though some parts of his body really suffered pain as the result of blows 
in the combat with Satan. This dream left an impression upon his mind 
that it was permitted to him for a good purpose. A second dream related 
to his seeing heaven, and being himself an inhabitant of the Glory-land, 
and to tind it was only a dream disappointed him. 

He was formerly in the habit of attending all love-feasts in the neigh- 
bourhood, and sometimes he has gone as far as Leeds, Halifax, and 
Huddersfield, and has been there by six o'clock in the morning. The Bev. 
David Stoner and Mr. James Gurney were among his favourite preachers, 
and he would often be among their hearers when they came within a few 
miles of his home. At love- feasts and band-meetings he was always 
ready to witness for Jesus, and always maintained a happy frame of mind. 
If the meeting was not up to his taste he would commence to sing, 
" Gome on, my partners in distress.'' He retained his love for singing ; 
indeed his hymn book may be said to have been his companion. There 
was preaching at his house during his last affliction ; he greatly enjoyed it; 
but on the last occasion when the friends met he said, " I am feeling 
much worse, and cannot talk much to you, but don't be discouraged." 
After the service he asked the friends to put their bauds on his forehead. 
Some of them did so. He said, ** You have been singing of the death 
dew being on the brow : that is it you feel." On the Saturday following 
he felt depressed, and asked his daughters to sing his favourite hymn, 
" On Jordan's stormy banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye." On the 
following Monday it was evident that his end drew near. He said to the 
writer, " I am going to leave my family, but they are in God's hands. 
He has many other widows and fatherless children to care for and mine 
won't make much difference to him ; he can manage them all." On 
Whit- Tuesday he sent for his relatives, but on their arrival he could 
scarcely speak to them. Expecting the scholars to sing that day at his 
door, he thought them long in coming. At length they arrived, and 
learning that he was standing on the very margin of eternity, in addition 
to their selection they sang, " On Jordan's stormy banks I stand." 
They were very appropriate lines, for within a few minutes, a little before 
four o'clock, his spirit entered the land " \yhere rocks and hills, and 
brooks and vales, with milk and honey flow." Thus rounded out, at seventy 
years of age, the life of one who, though by nature a sinner, had been 
forgiven and accepted of Christ ; and who had given evidence of the truth 
of his religion by a consistent life. He was carried to his long home with 
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BODgs of praise on Satardaj, May 25th. His dast sleeps with nnmbers 
of his elder brethren at the Reform Chapel ground, Wibsey, Hundreds 
tendered their mournful respect at his funeral, proving that many hearts 
bless his memory. It was not his wealth nor his learning they sought to 
honour, but their tribute was heartily paid to what is far better, his 
unassuming goodness. 

By his removal from our midst we are reminded of the frailty of 
human life. God as he pleaseth, and when he chooseth, casteth down one 
and up raiseth another. We are all marked to fall. Our brother's tent 
was taken down by a slow process. He was, in his last affliction, off his 
work for two years and a half. Our life may terminate more suddenly. 
That our little work may be completed when called upon to strike our 
tent, let us engage in it with all our might. If we would be honoured of 
both Qod and man, we must be good. Against the vanities of time we 
should be on our guard, for however important we may appear to be in 
the world, the family, or the church, none of us are necessary as helps to 
Ood for the carrying on the great purposes of His will. He is independent 
of any of his creatures, and can manage without even the best of men. 
The leaders of the Society at Wibsey from which our brother has been 
removed, decided that Brother Benn's death should be improved by a ser- 
mon on Sunday night, June 16th. Oar loss is his infinite gain. To his 
family and friends we offer our condoling sympathies. The fortitude o{ 
Joseph Benn proves the sustaining power of God's grace. The Church 
ought not to forget that he bore faithful witness against the lukewarmness 
of living Christians. May we all have grace to follow Christ to our 
life's end. They that endure to the end the same shall be saved. 

E. B. 



^nilbas $£|^0ol dolutaXi* manner, her name was entered on the 

-^— school book, and she became a 

SAD STORY OP A SUNDAY punctual and most attentive scholar. 

SCHOLAB. The time drew near for the annual 

I WAS sitting in my class at the fair in our town ; and as that is a 

Sunday school one morning waiting season when many young people are 

for the scholars to assemble. The entrapped by the snares of the wicked, 

bright and genial rays of the sun were considerable anxiety was felt lest any 

penetrating the dusty windows, and of the young people in our Sunday 

shedding their warm light into every, schools or Bands of Hope should be 

corner of the room, reminding me of drawn away from the folds. Theatres 

the Sun of Righteousness which shall were open', dancing and singing rooms 

arise with healing in his wings, when were filled with the giddy, foolish, and 

I was aroused from my musings by a vain, and every inducement was held 

voice near my side saying, " Please, out to lead the unwary into the broad 

teacher, will you take me in ?" I way that leads to destruction. Many 

turned towards the speaker and were caught in the nets spread for 

saw it was a young and interesting them, and amongst them our new 

girl of about fifteen years of age. scholar, " Lizzie" was amongst the 

After asking her some questions, first. She was invited, after looking 

which she answered in a very proper through the fair, bv some godless 



9 fair, by some gp( 
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acquaintances to go into a public 
house, and had not the moral courage 
to say ** No ;'* and having once 
thoroughly entered into the service 
of Satan, she found it most difficult to 
escape. So many snares enfolded her, 
that, although often urged to return 
again to purity and virtue, she con- 
tinued to go on in a course of sin. 
Her place now at the school and 
chapel was vacant, and her week 
evenings were spent in the theatre, 
the singing saloon, and other places 
of amusement ; until by little and little 
strong drink became her temptation ; 
and, young as she was, it was not 
un&equent for her to be seen in a 
state of almost helpless intoxication. 
One night she stayed out with her 
associates to a very late hour ; and as 
the rain fell heavily, she took a bad 
cold. Fever set in, and she was 
prostrate on a bed of suffering. " O 
send at once for my teacher," she 
exclaimed; but when the teacher 
stood by her side she was unconscious 
of the words spoken or the prayers 
offered . In the intervals of conscious- 
ness her prayers were most fervent 
for forgiveness, and she would cry out, 
" O teU all my schoolfellows to think 
of me when they are enticed to run 
into sinful pleasures; tell them to 
keep to the Sunday school, and keep 
away from drink, for that has ruined 
me." The following Sunday the 
blinds were drawn down, and poor 
Lizzie was gone away to her final 
account. — Methodist Temperance 
Magazine. 

SUNDAY LABOUR IN THE POST 
OFFICE. 
Fob some years past the Working 
Men's Lord's Day Rest Association 
has laboured to obtain Sunday Rest 
for Provincial Letter Carriers and 
Rural Messengers, and, at their re- 
quest, last session Mr. Charles Reed, 
M.P. for Hackney, brought the Jsub- 
ject under the notice of the House of 
Commons, and a circular has just 
been issued by the Post Office depart- 
ment which provides — 

1.— That a Sunday Rural Post 
shall be taken off if the receivers of 
two thirds of the letters for the dis- 
trict desire its discontinuance. 



2.— That no Sunday Rural Post 
shall be put on unless the receivers 
of two thirds of the letters for the 
district desire its establishment or 
(as the case msy be) its restoration. 

The circular also states that Rural 
Messengers who walk fourteen miles 
on week days are to be relieved by a 
substitute every alternate Sunday at 
the expense of the Government, and 
a Sunday delivery in towns may 
be abolished at the request of the 
inhabitants generally, expressed 
through the local authorities. All 
town letter carriers who work on 
Sunday Mornings are to be entirely 
relieved of any duty later in the day, 
and exceptionally heavy duties on 
Sunday are to be lightened at the 
expense of the department. The col- 
lections of letters on Sundays from 
receiving offices, and in certain cases 
from pillar or wall boxes, is also to 
be discontinued, so as to confine the 
machinery for posting letters to the 
head offices only, and the entire 
closing, with certain exceptions, on 
Sundays of Rural Post Offices which 
have no post arrival or despatch on 
that day, is to be effected. 

Petitions and every information 
for relieving the rural messengers 
from Sunday deliveries may be ob- 
tained from Mr. Charles Hill, Secre- 
tary; Working Men's Lord's Day 
Rest Association, 13, Bedford Row, 
London. 

SONNET: JUNE. 
Oh, welcome ! month of flowers, beloved 

Jane; 
With all the colours of the rainbow clad, 
Filling our hearts with music's sweet, soft 

ttme, 
And bidding ns in faith again be glad, 
And torn our heavy hearts, so dull and sad. 
From broken temples, altars, mns, and 

clay, 
Memorials that onto our sorrows add 
The consciousness of error and decay, 
Of treasures wasted which our first years 

had 
When other Junes and sunny paths were 

gay, 
And nought but our most fickle hearts- 
forbad 
A walk with Christ in life's yoxmg, 

blooming day : 
And now in June to Nature's outspread 

book 
We turn, O Lord! upon Thy love and 

power to look ! . E,4«A¥?IW0xt 
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WESLEYAN REFOBM UNION 
COMMITTEE. 
Exeter Hall, Jane 14th, 1872. 
Thb monthly meeting of the com- 
mittee was held in the Book-room, 8, 
Exeter Hall, on Friday, June 14th, 

Present: Brothers T. H. Kichard 
(chair), W. Nott, Thos. Chamberlain, 
M. Nash, P. Parker, and J. Lord. 

Brother Nash opened the meeting 
with prayer. 

Brothers Barley, Benson, Butler, 
Porter, Packett, Turner, and Wilkin- 
son replied to the agenda of business 
for the meeting. 

The minutes of committee meeting 
held May the 10th were confirmed as 
a correct report. 

The correspondence from the circuits 
and the reports of missionaries were 
read. We are glad to find a general 
increasing interest in the principles 
and organisation of the Union, and a 
hope expressed to see its prosperity. 

The following members of the 
General Committee have expressed 
their intention to attend the com- 
mittee meeting to be held at Middles- 
boro' on Monday, Aug. 12tli : — ^Bros. 
Benson, Richard, Chamberlain, P. 
Parker, Nott, Barley, Packett, Wil- 
kinson, Turner, Porter, Nash, Butler, 
and Lord. 

A conversation was held as to the 
best and cheapest way for the brethren 
starting from London to attend the 
meeting; and finding it likely that 
ten or twelve from London and the 
district intend to be present at the 
meetings, either as committee men or 
delegates, Brother Chamberlain was 
requested to write to the manager of 
the Great Northern Bailway in order 
to learn if we could be accommodated 
at a less rate than the ordinary fare 
for the doublajoumey. 

A cheque for the missionaries' sal- 
aries and board was signed and 
ordered to be drawn, ^027 10s. lOd. 
Balance in bank, ^645 19s. 

The trade bills were also ordered 
to be paid, ^29 9s. 5d. Balance in 
bank, ^81 19s. 5d. 

After a long conversation, and in 
accordance with the wish of brethren 
in their replies to the agenda, it was 

^solved — 



That the consideration of the reso- 
lutions from the last meeting of the 
Sheffield district in relation to the 
present nSissionaries, and the engage- 
ment of others, be deferred until the 
general meeting of the committee in 
Middlesboro*. 

The secretary was requested to 
write to the frionds at Cawthom, 
Denby Dale, offering the services 
of Brother Rowling after June 22nd, 
as they had requested his labours for 
two weeks, commencing on May 27th, 
but as he had been appointed to 
the Birmingham part of the West 
Bromwich circuit, he could not then 
be sent. If they cannot at present 
receive him, he be continued in the 
West Bromwich circuit. 

The book steward stated the sales 
for the month, and a comparison for 
the last eleven months with the 
eleven months of last year. It showed 
a small increase in the receipts. 

Brother Chamberlain concluded the 
meeting with prayer. J. L. 



WESLEYAN REFORM UNION. 
It is important that all the circuit 
secretaries at once forward the sta- 
tistical returns of the circuits, accor- 
ding to form sent to them. An early 
return will save the general secretary 
much trouble, and will be a great ad- 
vantage to the friends at Middlesboro' 
in their finding accomnu>dation for 
the number attending the delegate 
meeting. Let this matter have your 
prompt attention. 

The facts connected with the nu- 
merical statements of all the Metho- 
dist Societies, so far as made public, 
presents such an aspect as to stir up 
all true lovers of Zion to cry, " For 
Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not 
rest, until the righteousness thereof 
go forth as brightness, and the salva- i 
tion thereof as a lamp that bumeth." 
It is not for us to say what may he 
the result of our own returns until 
they come to hand. That many of 
our Churches are enjoying spiritual | 

prosperity is a fact over which we 
rejoice greatly : but we are sorry to 
say this is not the case with all. We 
pray that it may be so. We still ask 
our leaders and preachers, together j 
^* """^ te-'A^^tecS^^^der the 
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snggestions we made last month. 
The prosperity of our Churches de- 
pends, in a great measure, on our 
earnest, prayerful labour. " The 
wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be made glad for them; and 
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom 
as the rose." It is for us, by our 
united efforts, to " strengthen the 
weak hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees." Our love for Christ ought 
to move us in our labour of love for 
our fellow-men. " And of some in- 
deed convict, when they contend with 
you; but others save, pulling them 
out of the fire; and of others have 
compassion with fear, hating even 
the garments spotted by the flesh." 
(Jude 22, 23. Dean Alford.) 

Wesleyan Reform Chapel^ Bowling 
Old Lane, Wihsey Circuit. — The an- 
niversary services of the Sunday 
school in connection with the above 
were held on Sunday, June 2nd. 
The children, assisted by an efficient 
choir, sang excellently a selection of 
hymns and anthems, under the able 
leadership of the choir-master, Mr. 
John Kershaw, who has been train- 
ing the children during the past few 
weeks. In addition to their singing, 
several of the children gave recita- 
tions suitable to the occasion, cleariy 
evidencing, in their rendering of 
them, careful training and attention. 
The collections, which were far in 
excess of any previous year, amounted 
to upwards of £50. 

Swansea. — " I send you a statement 
of our little Church here, which, I am 
sorry to say, is at present at rather a 
low ebb. We have a hall capable of 
holding about 300 people, but our 
attendance is small. The school is 
tolerably well attended. A very 
great apathy appears to prevail among 
the people in tins neighbourhood. O 
that the Lord would revive His worh^ 
and shake the dry hones, that they 
may live !'\ 

Bird's Edge^ Denhy Dale Circuit. — 
Brother Rowling reports, " We have . 
a good work going on in this place. 
This is a wonderful place for infi- 
delity; we often have twenty or 
thirty of these infidels come to the 
chapel to annoy us ; but the Lord is 
with us, and we have had thirteen 
come forward and profess to find 



peace with God. Praise the Lord 
for it!" 

Qlossop. — ^Brother Devine writes: 
"I was here on May 12th; had a 
happy day indeed with old Mends. 
They have much improved in circum- 
stances, and are looked upon with 
much more favour than formerly. 
Other ministers of the town help on 
special occasions. The Church and 
congregation are making strenuous 
efforts to paint and beautify the 
chapel, and also to erect a new 
organ. The cost is to be about ^200. 
They have promises for half the 
amount, and have a deposit, in the 
bank, of £20. I do believe, if we 
remain united, true to our God and 
each other, * the little one shall become 
a thousand, and the small one a strong 
nation. I the Lord will hasten it in 
His time.' " 

London^ Stanhope Street. — On 
Monday, May 27th, a circuit tea 
meeting was held, and was attended 
by members from all the churches in 
the circuit. At the meeting after the 
tea, T. H. Richard, Esq., took the 
chair; Mr. Champion, B.A., Mr. J. 
H. L. Christian, Mr. W. Nott, Mr. 
G. Lawson, Mr. W. Lawson, Mr. 
Conolly, Mr. Osborne, and Mr. John 
Lord (circuit minister), addressed the 
meeting. The people appeared much 
pleased with the character and spirit 
of the proceedings. The chairman 
moved " That the thanks of the meet- 
ing, as a representation of the whole 
circuit, be presented to the local 
preachers of our own circuit, and 
those from other circuits, for the 
kind and efficient manner in which 
they have supplied our pulpits." 
This was seconded by J. Lord (circuit 
preacher), and then the brethren and 
sisters showed their approval by 
standing up. Mr. Champion replied 
to the vote of thanks. It is hoped 
that much good will be the result of 
this meeting. 

Sheffield. — " We are, on the whole, 
doing nicely in our circuit. We had 
our circuit quarterly lovefeast on 
Monday, June 3rd. As an experi- 
ment, had an hour's prayer meeting 
to begin with, from half-past six to 
half -past seven, and then lovefeast 
till nine o'clock. Not so many there 
as I could have wished, but a blessed 
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time. . . . The brethren in the 
prayer meeting showed a determina- 
tion to be violent, and take the king- 
dom of heaven by storm. Amongst 
the relations of experience were testi- 
monies of God's goodness and mercy 
to the Church; so that, from these 
statements, and other signs, we have 
reason to shout, Ehen-ezer ! " Hither- 
to hath the Lord helped us." I hope 
soon to report to you, in our returns, 
an increase, yet not so many as there 
ought to have been. Certainly we 
all might have done more. I will 
shortly write you apjain." 

Bradford and Wihsey District. — 
" Our district committee met on the 
6th of June. We reported progress. 
The plans of a place of worship for 
BowHng Back Lane, Bradford, were 
laid before the committee, and were 
ordered to be laid before the Bradford 
Board of Corporation for their sanc- 
tion. Our half-yearly district meet- 
ing will be held, early in July, at 
Bowling Old Lane, when I may have 
further particulars to communicate." 
[We have been informed that Brother 
Croft, one of tiie missionaries, is 
labouring in this district with much 
acceptance.] 

West Bromwieh Circuit. — Legge 
Street, Birmingham. — " Though small 
at the beginning in our cause at this 
chapel, the Lord has blessed our 
efforts since we commenced (March 
31st), and we have increased. About 
twenty have been added to the little 
Church. We have had the labours 
of Mr. Bichard Weaver for two 
weeks' special services — ^April 21st 
to May 5th. The chapel was crowded 
on all the three Sabbaths. The 
week-night services were also well 
attended, the chapel being comfort- 
ably filled. God made his visit to 
this place a blessing to many. The 
manner of his preaching is very im- 
pressive, and not easily shaken off. 
Each Sunday evening there were 
those who professed to obtain peace 
with God, many of whom are now in 
church fellowship with us, and others 
have joined other churches. Some of 
the week-night services were also 
successful." 

Rotherham. — In the Christian 
Words for June, under the head 
Rotherham andMexbro' Circuit, "We 



have just opened our new place with 
fourteen members,*' should read, 
" opened one new place," &c. J. L. 

WEST BBOMWICH. 
On last Easter Sunday, March 81st, 
a chapel, situated in Legge Street, 
Birmingham, lately occupied by the 
Independents, capable of holding 
eight hundred persons, having also 
schools attached with room for about 
five hundred children, was opened 
in connection with the We^eyan 
Beform Union under very favourable 
auspices. The morning and evening 
sermons were preached by Mr. Coun- 
tee, a coloured man, and formerly a 
South American slave. In the after- 
noon a student from Didsbury Col- 
lege preached. On the following 
Monday a public tea meeting was 
held, and thoufi^h the weather was 
very unfavourable, about two hundred 
and forty persons sat down to tea. A 
public meeting was held, presided 
over by Mr. Councillor Darrington. 
On the platform there wer^, in ad- 
dition to our own representatives, a 
Baptist, an Independent, and Wes- 
leyans. A very enthusiastic and en- 
joyable evening was spent; and 
though it lasted from seven till ten, 
the interest of the large audience was 
kept up throughout. 

Two gentlemen from Leicester 
(Messrs. S. Dingley and J. Buckley) 
preached on the following Sunday, 
and gave us substantial help. The 
opening services were brought to a 
close on April 14, when Mr. W. 
H. Williams (of Wolverhampton) 
preached in the morning, and our 
own circuit minister (Rev. T. White- 
house) in the evening. Holding 
prayer meetings after Sunday evening 
service is not a feature of Congrega- 
tionalism. When we held such meet- 
ings it was something of a novelty to 
many of the friends who attended the 
chapel before we came. Imm happy» 
however, to say that the first one we 
held was a most gracious one. At 
the second one, a man. who was in 
deep earnestness was saved. Praise 
the Lord ! The chapel was comfort- 
ably filled each Sunday. 

We commenced a Sunday school 
on the morning of the same' day the 
chapel was opened. There was one 
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boy and ten girls. We certainly be- 
gan very low. Since then there has 
been a steady increase, both of boys 
and girls. At present there are 110 
altogether. The schools want clean- 
ing and painting to be beantifid and 
comfortable. All the classes sadly 
want new books. We are as yet bat 
few in nnmber, and all of ns working 
men and women. The locality of the 
chapel and schools is in a densely 
populated district, with but little ac- 
commodation for Divine worship. 
The people are poor, and many of the 
children come to school without any 
head dress at all. It is an excellent 
field for usefdlness, but oar numerical 
strength is weak — only eight of us 
when the chapel was opened. We 
therefore appeal for help. If any 
friends who read this can and will 
help ns, we shall feel very grateful 
to them for the smallest donation, 
which I will acknowledge (with your 
permission) through your magazine. 
Friends help us. 

J. Haslam, Secretary. 
168, Well Street, Birmingham. 

GRANTHAM WESLETAN BEFOBM 
CHAPEL. 

Oxm much esteemed Brother A. Hol- 
land began his labours amongst us at 
Grantham on Sunday, May the 5th, 
by preaching two excellent sermons 
on hehiit of our Sabbath schools, to 
good congregations. The collections 
exceeded those of past years. On 
Monday, May 6th, we had a public 
tea meeting. About 150 sat down to 
tea, after which a public meeting was 
held. The chair was taken by Mr. 
Hannett. Brother Holland engaged 
in prayer. The report of the past 
year was given, showing the school 
to be in a prosperous state, spiritually 
and financially. God is crowning 
our efforts witii success. The meet- 
ing was addressed by the Bevs. G. 
B. Bowler, Baptist, A. Holland, 
and Brothers Lightfoot, Perceval, G. 
Hempsted, H. Hempsted, and Wm. 
Wand. We had a very powerful 
meeting. It was a time of refreshing 
coming down from the presence of the 
Lord. We have had to mourn the 
loss of one in our school ; one who 
was very earnest, I believe, as long 
as her health and strength would 



allow her to labonr. But she was 
called away in her youth, in the 
morning of her days ; but we believe 
our loss to be her gain. '* The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord." 
But whilst we have had our day of 
mourning, we have had our day of 
rejoicing. We have seen some of 
our elder scholars asking for mercy, 
and then profess to find peace through 
Christ their Saviour, and join the 
church; where, we trust, by God's 
help, they will be pillars to go out no 
more for ever. It is an encouraging 
thought to know that we have not 
laboured in vain, nor spent our 
strength for nought. 

With respect to our church up to 
the present time it has been much 
quickened under the powerful preach- 
ing of our dear brother, and we 
believe brighter and better days are 
dawning upon us. The Master tells 
us, "That whatsoever two or three 
shall agree to ask touching His king- 
dom, it shall be done." Our church 
is agreed about a revival in our 
midst. Our Brother Holland has set 
to work in good earnest. The faith- 
ful preaching, the earnest appeals, 
and the loving exhortations of our 
brother have had a telling effect upon 
the congregation ; the good seed which 
he has sown has begun to spring up 
and grow. On Sunday, June 9th, 
under a very powerful and impressive 
sermon from 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4, tihree 
souls professed to find grace through 
Christ their Saviour. But we trust 
that this is only the drops before the 
showed. Our congregation has very 
much improved, and we trust that 
God will still be with us, and prosper 
the work more and more. J. P. 



HOWARD STREET WESLETAN 
REFORM SUNDAY SCHOOL, GLOSSOP 
On Whit-Sunday, May 19th, 1872, 
we held the twentieth anniversary of 
our Sunday school, on which occasion 
our Brother E. Courtnall, of Sheffield, 
preached us two very instructive and 
impressive sermons. The one in the 
afternoon to young persons, and the 
one in the evening to parents, as is 
the custom here. The teachers and 
scholars marched in procession 
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through some of the principal streets 
of the town, for which occasion the 
children are taught to sing special 
hymns at stated places in the route. 
Many people assembled in the streets 
to hear the children sing, to whom 
they gave great praise ; for their neat 
appearance, their good behaviour, 
and for the cheerful manner in which 
they warbled forth their praise to God 
for His mercies through another 
varied year. Truly, we have much 
to be thankful for, although we are in 
an isolated position ; yet we have the 
assurance that God is present with 
us, and that He does bless us. Our 
chapel was nicely filled at both ser- 
vices with attentive congregations, 
and| the chapel choir rendered effi- 
cient aid on the occasion, by singing 
special hymns and anthems at the 
close of the evening service. Brother 
Courtnall returned thanks on behalf 
of the school for the collections, 
amounting to the handsome sum of 
£36 Os. Sid. 

TREMAK COOMBE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 

LISKEARD CIRCUIT. 
The nineteenth anniversary of the 
above school was held on Whit- Sun- 
day, May 19th, the minister for the 
occasion being the Rev. James Ro- 
berts (formerly a Sabbath scholar 
here), superintendent of the Bodmin 
Circuit, Free Churches. The morn- 
ing service was begun by the choir, 
assisted by fifty of the scholars, who 
had been carefully trained for the 
occasion. The preliminaries having 
been gone through, the preacher an- 
nounced for his text, the two last 
verses of the twentieth chapter of the 
Gospel by John, and preached there- 
from a closely reasoned and powerful 
sermon, greatly to the profit and de- 
light of the audience, which for a 
morning service was the largest we 
have ever had. In the afternoon, at 
half-past two o'clock, the children re- 
cited some interesting pieces, and a 
dialogue, and underwent an examina- 
tion by one of the teachers on the 
Book of Exodus. At night the 
preacher again held forth to us the 
word of life, taking for his text the 
words of our Saviour, as recorded by 
John, viz. : " Ye must be born again," 
nd expatiated at some length on 



the nature and necessity of the new 
birth, and concluded an excellent 
discourse by exhorting the unregene- 
rate to seek this great change. 

On the Monday following the chil- 
dren met at the chapel (for we have 
no school-room), at half-past two 
o'clock, and, headed by a band of 
music, perambulated the neighbour- 
hood, returning to tea at four. There 
were many visitors present, and as 
many of them as could (for the pro- 
visions fell short), sat down to tea. 
In the evening, at half-past seven 
o'clock, a pubHc meeting was held,,, 
presided over by Bro. J. Tucker, and 
effective addresses were delivered by 
Mr. J. Roberts and other friends, 
and a dialogue and recitation given 
by two young men and a lad. The 
chapel was full on the occasion. 
Thus has passed away the most suc- 
cessful anniversary ever held here. 
And unto God be all the praise. 

R. H. 

WESLEYAN REFORM } 
SUNDAY SCHOOL, SLEAFORD. 
The Sunday school anniversary was 
celebrated in the Wesleyan Reform 
Chapel, on Sunday, April 21st, when 
two excellent discourses were 
preached by the Rev. J. T. Oliver, of 
Gcole (brother of the esteemed min- 
ister of this place). In the afternoon 
the children recited several dialogues 
and pieces of sacred poetry, doing 
great credit to their instructors. On 
Monday evening a public tea was 
held in the chapel, when about 190 
persons sat down to the tables, after 
which a public meeting was held, 
when addresses were delivered by the 
Revs T. J. Oliver, of Goole, J. H. 
Oliver, of Sleaford, E. M. Dixon, of 
Roxholme, and Mr. Bates, senr., of 
Sleaford, the chair being ably occu- 
pied by our old friend, Mr. F. Hipkin. 
The collections were good, the amount 
realised being over that of last year, 
and altogether the anniversaiy proved 
a most successful one. We are in- 
formed that there are 120 children 
receiving instruction in the school, 
and this, when we consider the poor 
locality in which it is situated, speaks 
well for the useful work it is accom- 
phshing in the town. — Sleaford Ad- 
vertiser. 
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LESSON XL— FAITH NECESSARY TO SALVATION. 
JOHK iii. 11-21. 

Jbsus still continnes his conversation with Nicodenms, and He said, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify 
that we have seen ; and ye receive not our witness." Christ had a per- 
fect knowledge of all He taught. The disciples did not at the first fully ex- 
perience the clear truth of all Christ taught them. Jesus sometimes speaks 
in the plural number even of Himself (see Mark iv. 30). It is important, 
in order to give power and influence to all our religious teaching, that the 
teacher should know the doctrine to be of God. Among the Jews it was 
considered criminal for any not to receive on authority the witness of 
their teachers. Nicodemus was a teacher, or master, of Israel. He acknow- 
ledged Jesus tiO be a teacher come from God, and yet Jesus charges him 
with not receiving His witness. The witness of Jesus was infallibly 
true, plainly delivered, and divinely testified by miracles. . How wicked is 
unbelief in the face of such a teacher I 

Jesus had spoken of regeneration by earthly similitudes. As being 
horn, and the wind blowing ; yet Nicodemus, together with his brethren of 
the great council, and the Jews in general, did not believe what Jesus had 
taught. Christ, therefore, reminded Nicodeinus that it was not likely for 
Lim to believe if He told him of heavenly things, or doctrines, more sub- 
lime, or if " I tell you of heavenly things, in such language as angels use, 
where earthly images and illustrations can have no place." (Dr. Clarke.) 
If men will not be faithful in that which is least, who will trust them with 
greater riches ? When men will not receive truths presented in a fami- 
liar manner, how is it to be expected that they will receive the higher 
truths ? as the Divinity of Christ, the incarnation, His obedience, suffer- 
ings, death, and exaltation, or of the spiritual nature of the kingdom of 
Christ, and the glories of heaven, and that in a style suitable and proper 
to their own nature. These things would cause the mind to stumble 
more and more, if not enlightened by the Spirit of God. 

Christ said, " No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, eoen the Son of Man, which is in heaven." This 
seems a figurative expression for *' No man hatl^ known the mysteries of 
the Kingdom of God." See Deut. xxx, 12; Psalm Ixxiii. 17; Prov. 
XXX. 4 ; Rom. xi. 34. "And the expression is founded upon this generally 
received maxim ; that to be perfectly acquainted with the concerns of a 
place it is necessary for a person to be on the spot. But our Lord pro- 
bably spoke to correct a false notion among the Jews, namely, that Moses 
had ascended into heaven in order to get the law. It is not Moses who is 
heard now, but Jesus. Moses did not ascend into heaven ; but the 
Son of Man has come down from heaven to reveal the divine will." 

August, 1872. ''^' '^^' '' ^OOgie 
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Dr. Clarke.) Son of Man : this was a Jewish phrase for a real human being ; 
and a designation of the Messiah. (Psa. bcxx. 17 ; Dan. yii. 13 ; Matt, 
xvi. 13.) The title is applied to Christ by himself, but is never used of 
Him, or towards Him, by any other person in the New Testament. It 
occurs 29 times in Matthew, 14 times in Mark, 24 times in Luke, and 11 
times in John. Christ in His divine nature did not really leave heaven 
when he manifested himself upon the earth. Jesus said he was in heaven 
at the time He was in conversation with Nicodemus. This proves Christ to 
have the perfection of the Godhead, of Omnipresence ; Christ must therefore 
be Gk)d. Both the Divine and human natures are united in the person of 
the Saviour. (1 Tim. iii. 16.) **This is a plain instance of what is 
usually termed the communication of properties between the divine and 
the human nature ; whereby what is proper to the divine nature is spoken 
of the human, and what is proper to the human is, as here, spoken of the 
divine." (Wesley.) 

It appears that many of the Jews supposed that the Messiah would be 
exempt from suffering and death. Jesus spoke to correct this mistake, 
and said, " As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up." Moses was the leader and the law-giver 
to the Jews. A serp'ent is a well-known reptile, noted for its craft and 
subtilty (Gen. iii. 1 ; 2 Cor. xi. 3 ; Kev. xx. 2). Moses lifted up the 
brazen serpent, that whosoever looked thereon should live. This was done 
at the command of God to Moses. It was in the wilderness Moses lifted 
up the serpent, and the Israelites, bitten of the fiery serpents, were to 
look upon it, and they should live. (Num. xxi. 4-9.) Christ as the Son of 
Man was to be lifted up, crucified, for the salvation of mankind, and be, by 
the appointment of Grod, as certain a remedy for sinful souls as the brazen 
serpent lifted upon a pole, was for the bodies of the Israelites which had 
been bitten by the fiery serpents in the wilderness. " Without the shed- 
ding of blood there is no remission.'* (Hebrew ix. 22.) God gave Christ 
up as our propitiation. (Rom. iii. 25 ; John ii. 2.) He was lifted upon 
Mount Calvary. (Luke xxiii. 33.) He is to be lifted up in the preach- 
ing of His Word. (John xii. 32.) 

It is required of us that we beKeve in our Lord Jesus Christ to our 
salvation. Faith is that credit which we give to the testimony of one, in 
whose knowledge of what he testifies, and in whose integrity we can con- 
fide. The word faith in the New Testament sometimes denotes the Gos- 
pel, as in Gal. i. 23 ; Jude 3. Saving faith is a belief of the Gospel, and 
a sole trust and dependence upon the atonement of Christ. The death of 
Christ renders God reconcilable unto sinners. Faith in Christ as our 
atonement renders God actually reconciled to the sinner. It is our duty 
and our privilege to believe in Christ, The act of believing is ours, the 
power to believe comes from God. All who believe on Christ shall escape 
everlasting death. To perish is to be " cast into the lake of fire" (Rev. 
"5), ^'into outer darkness ; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
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of teeth " (Matt. zxii. 13). They that believe shall hare eternal life. 
(See Ber. ii. 10.) Eternal life is the soaFs fall enjoyment of God in all 
His reyelations, through our Lord Jesus Christ. (John xvii. 3.) 

God loYed tiie world. << God is the Creator and Preserver of all 
thingfly the infinite, eternal, incomprehensible, and glorious author of our 
existenoe." 

The love of God cannot be described. All mankind is meant by <* The 
World." (Heb. ii. 9.) " In other words, God does not love us because 
Christ died for us ; but Christ died for us because God loved us. How 
beautifal is this ! '* (Dr. Cummings.) It was the design of God^s love 
in sending Jesus Christ into the world, '< That irtiosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.^' The condition of all man- 
kind was helpless, condemned, lost, without God, and without hope^ 
(Psa. Ixxxix. 19 ; R<Mn. v. 18; Matt, xviii. 11 ; Eph. ii. 12.) God 
gave his only begotten Son ; gave him to the worid. The object, << That 
whosoever believeth should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 
when he contemplated this love, expressed his astonishment. (1 John 
HL 1.) 

God sent His Son into the world. Pleasing fact I Not to condemn 
it, thoBgh it deserved it How great the love ! That the world might 
be sared. Abounding mercy I Through Jesns Christ. Wonderful 
Saviour ! Deliverance from all evil. God has no pleasure in the death o f 
the wicked. (Ezek. xxxiii. 11.) ''The Lord is not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance, (2 Peter iii. 9.) 
The Jews had an opinion that when the Messiah came, the Gentiles (or 
heathen world) would be destroyed. Jesus in this verse corrects this 
opinion, and informs them that through Him they might be saved. 

He that believeth in Jesus Christ is not condemned. To be con- 
demned is to be declared guilty, or the pronouncing the sentence of 
punishment. (John viii. 10.) Man is forgiven on his believing in Jesus 
Christ. He is condemned that believeth not, having heard the Gospel 
or might have heard it, and had the way of salvation made plain to 
him. ''Unbelief is the formal cause of the sinner's damnation; it is 
that sin which both binds all other sins upon the sinner, and consigns 
him over to damnation ; it is that sin which doth not only procure dam- 
nation, but no damnation like it.*' (Burkitt.) This condemnation is the 
result of our not believing in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

" This is the condenmation, that light is come into the world." Jesus 
Christ is the true light. (Matt. iv. 2 ; John i. 9; John viii. 12.) He 
is the light of the world, because by Him is spiritual knowledge, joy, 
and comfort made known to men. Men love darkness. Light is that 
by which bodies are made perceptible. Darkness is the privation of 
light, in this verse it stands for ignorance and unbelief. Men love dark- 
ness rather than light, because their deeds were^vil. This is the reason 
why aay shall be found finally to perish, not the decree of God, not 
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man's corrapt nature, not men's perverted will, not the fact that men 
haye lived many years in the practice of sin, but because they love 
darkness rather than light. They will not come to the light, lest 
their deeds should be reproved, and the Lord should heal them. Learn, 
" That the greater and clearer the light is under which the unregenerated 
and impenitent do live in this world, so much the heavier will their 
condemnation and misery be in the world to come, if they wilfully and 
finally reject it.'' (Burkitt.) (Refer to Matt. xi. 20-24.) Shall we love 
darkness rather than light any longer ? Young reader, come to the Light, 
the true Light, Jesus in the Gospel. 

He that doeth evil hateth the light ; that is, every one that is wedded 
to his sins, and resolved not to part with them, has a secret enmity in 
his mind against the light or truths of divine revelation. " The fool 
hath said in his heart there is no God." (Psal. xl. 1.) The wicked man 
will not come to the light, but he hateth the light because the light 
makes manifest, and he will be reproved. (Eph. v. 13.) Men manifest 
their hatred to the light by not coming to it. " They shun the light of 
that knowledge, which exposes their darling corruption in its shameful, 
hideous, and dangerous form." (Dr. Guyse.) 

The man that loves the truth, " cometh to the light." Truth is that 
which is opposed to falsehood, or deceit, it is put for the Gospel." (John 
i. 17.) The question : " What is truth? " was put to Christ by Pilate^ 
(John xviii. 38.) This coming to the light has respect to a man 
acting with sincerity, and godly simplicity, in opposition to his being 
influenced by a love of sin. He that doeth right is not afraid of the 
light. The good man delighteth in the light. (Head Psal. cxxxix.) 
The upright man comes to the light that his deeds may be made manifest,' 
(1.) As to their source. (2.) Their character. (3.) Their object. The 
honour of all good belongs to God. Wrought of God. By his power and 
grace. All the actions of those who love the truth agreeable to the 
Divine Nature and Will, are wrought hy Qod, We are not told what 
effect this discourse had on Nicodemus. Yet it is probable that this 
address of our Lord's made a favourable impression on his mind. (See 
bis conduct after, John vii. 50 ; xix. 39.) 

Author of faith, to Thee I cry, 

To Thee, who would'st not have me die, 

But know the truth and live ; 
Open mine eyes to see Thy face, 
Work in my heart the saving grace, 

The life eternal give. 

Thou bidd'st us knock and enter in. 
Come unto Thee, and rest from &ia, 

The blessing seek and find : 
Thou bidd'st us ask Thy grace and have ; 
Thou canst, Thou would'st, this moment save 

Both me and all mankind. JOHN LOBb. 
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MEMOIR OF MR. WILLIAM BEECHEY, 

STANHOPB STREET, LONDON. 

Thrbbsgore years and ten is that which is believed to be the period of 
man's allotted life. He who attains to it we declare to be fall of days, and 
when he sinks into the grave we can say of him, if fonnd in the way 
of righteousness, that he falls like '^ a shock of com in its season.*' A 
life of threescore and ten, or fourscore years, compared with the common 
life of man, is certainly long ; yet what does the Bible say ? " It is soon 
cut off, and we fly away:" like a flood are we carried away. "The 
spirit returns to God who gave it." These events, which cause loss to 
the church on earth of many of its most devoted members, remind us 
of the manner in olden times of raising pillars to God of stones taken 
from the Jordan or other places to keep in mind the dealings of God to 
His people, so that in days to come, should their children pass that way, 
they might learn the mighty acts of God, in the deliverance of His own 
in the day of their trial. So now the Lord has His pillars raised of 
living stones out of His Church, in honour of His grace, that others, 
yet remainiug, may learn the power and comfort religion can impart in 
the last trials in a Christian's course, and that all may be encouraged to 
endure temptation in the short way of our present life, and receive the 
crown of life which the Lord will give to them that love Him. 

Wantage, in Berkshire, was the town in which our Brother Beechey 
was bom, in the year 1800. Here he resided for the first thirty years of 
his life ; then he came to London, or, as he often said in the latter part 
of his life, " The good hand of Providence brought him to London." 
Here it was that he was made acquainted with her who is now his sor- 
rowing widow. At this time of his life he did not attend any place of 
worship : yet, so far as his outward conduct went, he was, in respect to 
the relations of life, a good husband and a kind father. We find, how- 
ever, that, like too many, he had what may be properly called a besetmentf 
and that was to make too free a use of strong drinks ; not that he was 
known in the character of an habitual drunkard, but he so far indulged in 
it as to lead to the neglect of God's house. 

Year after year passed away, and still there was no change in his 
conduct ; yet, as he used to say after his conversion, the Lord, all these 
years was very kind to him, and full of compassion. That this was in 
answer to prayer we have no doubt, for he often spoke of the prayers and 
conversations of his dear wife as a means to this end. His second 
daughter, who was at this time away from her father's house, was also 
converted to God, and a member of the Methodist society. Day by day 
she ceased not to pray for her dear father, but often in the earnestness 
and simple faith of her new-born spirit, she cried to God for the conversion 
of her parent. His heart ultimately became affected, and on the Otood 
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Friday of 1851, when in his 51st year, he was led by the Spirit of God, 
in company with his dear<wife, to tbe preaching in this chapel (then 
called Bentley's-Rooms, and held by the Wesleyan Reformers ; the very 
Church that worships God here at present). But the happy hour of 
decision was not come. He was made deeply conscious of his need of 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, for he felt himself a sinner. On the follow- 
ing Sabbath he came again to the public service in this place. Mr. Bab- 
bits was the preacher. The text was Hebrews ii. 3, << How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation ?" The Holy Ghost carried the 
Word with power to his heart. He wept for his sins, cried to God for 
mercy, and remained at the prayer meeting after the service. Brothers 
Honey and Kilner spoke to him, and directed him to Christ as the 
Saviour, reminding him of the Cross. The sight of the Cross caused his 
burden to fall from his soul, and he went home that Sabbath evening a 
happy man. Having given his heart to God, he at once gave his hand to 
the people of GK>d. It was indeed a change from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God. Since that time, his witness for God 
was clear and full, and his walk consistent. 

One of his sons-in-law says, " It is now nineteen years since I first 
became acquainted with him, and I have been with him in God's house 
and out of it, but I have found him the same man everywhere. His 
religion was not a Sunday one only, but it was an every day religion, the 
same in Chapel, at home, and in the workshop, with friends and foes. 
He was always ready to reprove sin wherever he found it. If he was in- 
vited to go anywhere among his friends, if he felt he could not take Jesus 
with him, he would not go.'* 

His enjoyment when with the people of God was always manifest. 
The time he thus spent he considered his happiest hours. His deUght 
was also to do all he could for the cause of his blessed Saviour. For 
some time he acted as one of the stewards for the poor in this church. 
His concern for the poor was such that he could not keep the money in 
the fund if he thought that any might be in need. The last time he 
was in God's house was on Sabbath, April 7th, in order that he might 
be present at the Lord's Supper, in his office as steward ; but being so 
unwell he asked another brother to take his place for the evening, and 
had to leave before the service was over. He said to a few of the 
brethren that night he thought he should never meet with them again on 
earth : he felt he was nearly at home. The Lord was preparing him for 
a brighter country, his faith was in Christ, he had built upon the Rock, 
and he would wait the coming of the Lord. 

During his affliction he was visited by many friends, his class leader, 
Brother T. H. Richard, and the circuit minister, Brother J. Lord. One 
friend remarks, '< I went in to see him nearly every day, and I always 
found him either praying for sinners or praising God for all his blessings 

Ms time of need. At times his joy was so spreat tluA he would 
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exclaim, ' the precioas blood of Jesus ! the precious fountain !' 
He was always glad for any to talk to him about Jesus and hearen." 

The tract distributor of the Weslejan Stanhope-Street Society called 
to see him. He said it was a visit he should never forget. Brother 
Beechey said to him, ^' Friend, I shall sopn sleep in Jesus.*' 

Sister Emma Beed often visited Brother Beechey. She was a young 
friend to whom he always showed much affection as a young disciple. 
When she first visited him in his last affliction he said, '< You see the 
Lord has laid me up again, but I hope to be about soon ; but if not, His 
will be done. I am ready to go to the better country.'' She replied, <* It 
is your better home as well as country." He said, ** Yes. Mine for 
Christ's sake, and He has prepared a place for me in the many man- 
sions." At her second visit he desired her to read John iii. 1 6. He 
said, ** What wonderful love that Christ should die for me, so very un- 
worthy." While reading to him Psalm xxiii. he observed, "Dying to 
the Christian is only the shadow of death. Nothing to be compared 
with everlasting death." At another visit, when reading John xiv. 27, he 
said, *^ Thank Qod for the peace He gives mc. All is peace here (touch- 
ing his heart) ; this is the home of peace." On another visit, while reading 
to him he remarked, '' How true it is, ^ Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you.' Thank Qod for choosing me ;" and while James i. 12 was 
being read to him he, with a smile, said, '< Yes, my crown is ready for 
me." At another time, when asked if he minded dying, he said, " Ah, 
no ! Jesus is so precious to me. 1 have no fear at all of death. All is 
well. I can trust in Him fully." 

A few days before his death he felt that his time was not to be long in 
this h'fe, but that he was indeed near his heavenly home. He was 
del^hted with the singing of a few hymns, such as ** For ever with the 
Lord." " I have a Father in the Promised Land." ** In the Christian's 
home in glory," and " Jerusalem the golden." These were sung to him 
by our young sister, Emma Reed. The fact that some of his children 
were still in the way of sin was a trouble to his soul. The circuit 
minister, in his visits, was often affected with the anxious manner in 
which he would talk and weep about his children, and the hearty Amens 
to the prayers offered for God to save their souls. He felt like a father 
who had ^Yed that part of his life without religion himself in which he 
might have exerted an influence for good upon his children. 

He had lost an opportunity that never returned. Parents who neg- 
lect religion themselves when their children are young lose the best. time 
for impressing their minds with the things of God. This is that which 
often gives pain either in old age or the dying hour, and for this our 
Brother Beechey sorrowed before the Lord. 

A very short time before his death he said, <' Come, Lord Jesus I " and 
the last words he was heard to s&y before his happy spirit took its flight 
was, " My God, thou hast not forsaken me." 
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So ended the earthly sojourn of one bom from abore, and who has 
now landed in the arms of God. Brother Beechey fell asleep in the Lord 
on Sabbath, June 9th, 1872, beloved of all who knew him. 

The funeral sermon for Brother Beechey was preached by Brother J. 
Lord, in the Stanhope-Street Providence Chapel on Sabbath evening, 
June 23rd, from James i. 12. 



Snn)ras i$r|ool €tilvimu. 

THE CHILDREN'S PRAYER 
MEETING. 
A FAMILY, consisting of four children, 
aged severally nine, eight, six, and 
four years, being, on a certain Sun- 
day night, unable to attend at the 
chapel, the mother suggested that 
they should hold a prayer meeting at 
home. The idea provoked a smile 
with the two elder boys, but the little 
one pressed anxiously for the rest to 
join him, and take their part in. the 
same. So much in earnest did he 
appear to be, that the mother's atten- 
tion was drawn to notice it particu- 
larly. The order of the meeting was, 
that each in turn should give out a 
verse from memory, and then to pray ; 
the prayer was to be extempore, — 
that is, they were to ask God to give 
them just what they felt themselves 
to need, and to ask Him in their own 
words, and in their own way; save 
that the youngest one, a Httie girl, 
should be permitted to repeat, for her 
part, her usual evening prayer. The 
meeting commenced with tiie eldest, 
and nothing unusual transpired until 
the turn taken by the youngest boy, 
when it became manifest to all that 
his words were choked by sobs and 
tears, the effect of a deep feeling 
which pervaded. After recovering a 
little strength, he would pray, and 
then weep again ; the rest were very 
much affected, and the mother's heart, 
I need not say, was filled with a sense 
of joy and gratefulness to God, who 
had not forgotten to own her chil- 
dren, but recognised, as by the Spirit 
leading this little boy to promise the 
Lord that he would be good. How 
delighted must that Christian mother 
have felt, that, in instituting that 
little prayer meeting among her chil- 
dren, her efforts had been so signally 



owned and blessed! Mothers! do 
not think that your children are too 
young to appreciate such means ; but, 
like the mother of Samuel, pray for 
your children. And more ; they will 
not always be about you : while they 
are, pray with them, and, while they 
are children, dedicate and lead them 
to the Lord. Children's prayer meet- 
ings, with mothers kneeling in the 
midst, would do good in these our 
times. The state of things in the 
Church, and out of it, bespeaks the 
want of a greater attention to be paid 
to religion in our homes. Heaven 
cannot fail to smile upon such scenes 
as this we have recorded. Let the 
children share with you the use of 
the means. In Divine worship the 
little Samuels may be preferred before 
the old Elis; for God sometimes 
keeps back from the wise and pru- 
dent, and reveals unto babes. Parents, 
who do not themselves pray, ought 
not to stand in the way of their cMl- 
dren, so as to hinder them from doing 
so. The words of the Saviour are :— - 
" Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not ; for of 
such is the kingdom of God." (Mark 
X. 14.) E. B. 



THE 



Sititut. 

SYGOMORE TREE OF 
SCRIPTURE.* 



And he ran before and climbed np into a syco- 
more tree to see him, for he was to pass that 
way.— Luke xlx. 4. 

Tbe sycomore tree of Scripture is a 
species of fig, and grows abundantly 
in Egypt, Arabia, Palestine, and all 
the neighbouring countries, on which 
account, some travellers have called 
it the Egyptian fig ; in ancient his> 
tory, however, it is always called the 
sycomore. These trees grow to a 

* Ficns Sycamonu. 
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large size, with stems of four or five 
feet in diameter; and the heart- wood 
is so hard and indestructible, that it 
has been used for ages for coffins and 
mnmmy cases, and some of these 
last have been found in good preser- 
vation after having lain for 3,000 
years. The frait, of which large 
crops are produced every year, is 
esteemed next to the common fig, 
but is inferior both in flavour and 
richness ; the milky juice being very 
acrid whilst the fruit is unripe; and 
even when the fruit is ripe, this 
acridity is not quite removed. To 
render the fruit more wholesome, the 
inhabitants use an iron or bone in- 
strument, which they run into the 
end of each fruit, and, by the means 
of this wound the juice is converted 
into sugar. As a rule, however, the 
principal use made of the fruit is 
food for pigs. The prophet Amos 
was a gatherer of this fruit, as we 
learn in Amos vu. 14. 

THE MYETLE TBEE OF SCRIPTUBE> 

The myrtle has always been greatly 
valued by the Jews, and was one of 
the plants directed to be used in their 
religious ceremonies at the *' Feast of 
Tal^mades." It would seem to have 
been cultivated extensively, both in 
Persia, India, and Palestine; and, 
from ZechariaJi i. 8, we should judge 
it grew to a large size. The variety 
most esteemed by the Jews is a broad- 
leaved variety, very bushy (from the 
circumstance of its leaves growing in 
threes instead of pairs — ^the usual 
character), and upright in its growth. 
The plant is ornamental, and is to be 
met with, in old collections of plants, 
under the name of Italian myrtle, 
because it was introduced into this 
country from Italy. It is called by 
the Jews aboth, and is mentioned, in 
Leviticus xxiii. 4, in connection with 
the citron, the date-palm^ and the 
willow. The direction reads as fol- 
lows: — "And ye shall take you on 
the first day boughs of goodly trees 
(citron), branches of palm-trees (dates, 
Phcenix dactylifera), and the boughs 
of thick trees (aboth, or three-leaved 
myrtle), and willows of the brook; 
and ye shall rejoice before the Lord 

* Myrtus, commimis Italica. 



your God seven days." The union 
of these four plants in the covering 
of their booths were termed " arbang 
minim," and was considered as sym- 
bolic of the relation between the 
Deity and the universe. The citron 
(esrog), from defect, represented the 
Deity; the fruit not being tied up 
with the others, denoted the indepen- 
dence of His existence. The palm 
branches, or leaves (looliff), denote 
the spiritual orders, who, although 
each possessing a separate existence, 
are yet dependent on a superior 
power, just as each leaflet depends 
on the mid-rib to which it is attached. 
The three-leaved myrtle (aboth) de- 
notes the visible heaven, including 
the sun and primary and secondary 
planets, which, although each exists 
separately, yet are dependent for 
their motions and seasons on each 
other, and are yet governed by fixed 
laws estabhshed by their great Origi- 
nator. And lastly, willows of the 
brook, lepiesenting this world, with 
all its varied inhabitants and mate- 
rials, which, as the willow grows 
rapidly, and its wood soon decays, so 
is everything on this earth constantly 
undergoing rapid and important 
changes. The union of all these 
kinds was to denote that all crea- 
tion, whether material or spiritual, 
is intended to form one great whole, 
created for one great purpose — the 
happiness of the whole creation. 

HONEY. 
Mr. Andrew Murray has given some 
very useful information respecting 
Russian honey, taken from the dif- 
ferent plants by the bees. The honey 
collected from the herbs growing in 
the steppes of Central Russia lias by 
far the best flavour. Next to this is 
the mignonette and lime-tree flowers; 
and the veiy worst from buck wheat. 

JAMES EVEBETT.— A Reminiscence. 
On tlie expulsion of Everett, Dunn, 
and Griffith, by the Wesleyan Con- 
ference, great was the excitement all 
over the countiy. I was invited to 
attend a meeting of sympathisers 
^vith the expelled just alter tliat 
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event. Ererett was expected to be 
present. He did not arrive till some 
time after the meeting had begun. 
By and by he made his appearance, 
jast offthe rail. 

I suppose most of us have formed 
a conception in our minds what a 
man is in bis person from his writ- 
ings. I had done this in the case of 
James Everett. I had the impres- 
sion that he was a little, thin, sharp- 
looking fellow. What was my sur- 
prise to see enter the room a stout, 
tall, farmer-looking man, just the 
opposite to my preconception ? Our 
meeting-place was a temperance 
hotel, and refreslmient was brought 
in for the wearied traveller. He 
took his seat directly opposite to me, 
and I noticed that, before he partook 
of his food and drink, he devoutly, 
but silently, invoked the blessing of 
Almighty God. I thought imme- 
diately, this is not the practice of an 
ungodly man, which ne had been 
represented to be in some quarters. 

This was my first interview with 
James Everett We frequently met 
after that at Delegate meetings, on 
the .General Committee, and on the 
Hymn Book Committee. His ability 
and efficiency as a committee man I 
never ranked very liigh. At the 
annual delegate meetings he was 
scarcely more than a cipher. I 
never heard him preach, but have 
understood that his sermons were of 
a superior character. There was wit 
and humour in his speeches, but 
many things he said were, in my 
opinion, too puerile. 

I was thrown into his society 
more than I should have been 
through having been appointed to 
assist in selecting the hymns for the 
new hymn book, which the delegate 
meeting of Wesleyan Heformers re- 
solved should be published for the 
use of their Churches. Not only 
are the Beformers and the Free 
Churches laid under deep obligation 
to Mr. Everett, but the other mem- 
bers of the Methodist family also, 
inasmuch as he led tlie way in pre^ 
fixing the names of tlie writers, when 
known, to each hymn, and his ex* 
ample has been followed by some of 
them. It is of very great advantage 
to know whose hymn we are about 



to sing. Brethren would do well to 
remember this, and they would not 
be so likely to say, as I heard a 
brother say not long since : *' As Dr. 
Watts says, 

* *Ti8 religion that can give.' *' 
that hymn having been written by 
Mrs. Masters. 

Few men have written more bi- 
ographies than Mr. Everett. He 
was a sort of Boswell to Dr. Clarke, 
and many interesting facts have 
been gathered up and preserved in 
his portraiture of the doctor. His 
life of Samuel Hick is by far the 
most popular of any, and will pro- 
bably continue so till the Methodists 
change their character. He died on 
May 10th, 1872, within six days of 
completing his eighty-eighth year. 
A life of him is expected from his 
executors, Mr. Griffith and Mr. 
Dixon. 

CHUBCH ORDEB. 

Class Meetings. — ^During the visit 
of the Bev. B. Newton to America, 
in the year 1840, it is said, that while 
in the city of Philadelphia, he stood 
upon the site which was consecrated 
by the preaching of Mr. Whitefield 
just one hundred years before, and in 
his journal he pertinently observes, 
*' It is remarkable that not an orphan 
house, a church, or a society, founded 
by Whitefield, remains, while the 
Wesleyans number between seven 
and eight hundred thousand mem- 
bers, and upwards of three thousand 
ministers. But Whitefield did not 
institute class meetings, and Wesley 
did.* There are now seventeen Wes- 
leyan Churches in this city, with two 
hundred thousand inhabitants." — 
Life ofR, Newton, D.D,, p. 187. 

Lay Delegates and the Wesleyan 
Conference. — In one of the committee 
meetings connected with the Con- 
f^ence of 1835, Dr. Bunting is re- 
ported to have said, *^To change the 
constitution of the Conference, by 
the admission of lay delegates, for 
instance, as contended for by some 

* In Methodism, Glass Meetings are in- 
variably found to be prized in proportion 
to the spiritnal-mindedness of the people; 
and the wilfnl neglect of them to be a sioe 
indication of religious languor and decay. 
— Rev. T.Jaehson. 
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aviators, would be a violation of Mr. 
Wesley's Deed of Declaration, and a 
breach of that trust which he com- 
mitted to his sons and successors in 
the Gospel. 

*' Every man is at libertjr to form 
his own theory of church order, 
and to frame both Conference and 
other institutions upon whatever 
model he pleases; but no man has 
a right to tamper with the plans and 
arrangements which Mr, Wesley in- 
troduced into the Connexion estab- 
lished by him, and which have been 
adopted by hundreds of thousands of 
people, with a reference to their own 
personal salvation and usefulness. 

*^ If a man is dissatisfied with the 
accommodations which the Metho- 
dist house affords him, let him 
quietly retire, and provide for him- 
self a residence more suited to his 
taste; but let him not remain to 
keep np a perpetual disturbance in 
the family, by attempting to force 
upon them pretended improvements, 
which they believe would be ruinous 
both to themselves and their chil- 
dr«i." — Life of R. Newton, D.D., p. 
162. 

*'The commission of the apostles 
indnded teaching and baptizing, but 
not a word about governing. When 
they had constituted a dhurch in 
anyplace, instead of stopping to ex- 
ercise the Episcopal functions in it, 
they set off, according to their in- 
structions, to bre&k up new ground. 
It is easy to conceive that, when, in 
the course of their travels, ^qj 
visited a Church, their advice would 
be asked, and followed upon many 
points, because they enjoyed an ex- 
traordinary inspiration of the Spirit, 
and spoke the mind of Christ ; but 
this no more proves that they were 
Church governors, than that the 
ooonseUors of kings are kings them- 
selves." — D. liCMO, EacUaiastical 
Claims, p. 59. A. £. 



THE LOVE OF FLOWBBS. 
Flowsbs are those gentle, beauteous 
children of the sunshine and the 
shower — those sweet gifts fresh from 
the hand of the Deity, rendering 
more beautiful the face of a. world 
already rich with His bounty. How 
many fine, and pious, and grateful 



feelings is their presence calculated 
to caU up in the meditative mind! 
Flowers may be said to be the poetry 
of nature, emblems of purity, grace, 
and beauty, the free-will offerings of 
Him whose benignity adorns the 
earth with lovelmess. They are 
associated with the song of the 
birds, with trees and streams, and 
everything fair and sjrmmetrical in 
nature. They are links in the mys- 
terious chain, binding by delicate 
ties the heart of man to 

The good 6tod, who loves and cares for all. 

The ancient Greeks were pas- 
sionate admirers of flowers; their 
love for them was boundless, as in 
them they found the most delicate 
and varied forms of beauty. They 
scattered them in the porticoes of 
their temples, they strewed them in 
the conqueror's path, and on all 
occasions of rejoicing they were pro* 
fuse in the use of them. In Scrip- 
ture flowers are everywhere to be 
met with, quoted as incentives to 
faith, love, and duty. The Song of 
Solomon is full of passages alluding 
to them. '*Lo! the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone ; the voice 
of the turtle is heard in our land ; 
the time of the singing of birds and 
of the springing of flowers is come.' 
Let no flower of the spring pass by 
us ; let ns crown ourselves with rose- 
buds before tliey are withered. Our 
blessed Saviour Himself did not dis- 
dain to use them as emblematic of 
the entire dependence of man on the 
goodness of God. "And why take 
ye thought for raiment? Consider 
the lihes, how they grow ; they toil 
not, they spin not; and yet I say 
unto you. That even Solomon, in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these. If, then, God so clothe the 
grass, which to-day is, and to-morrow 
is cast into the oven, how much 
more will he clothe you, O ye of 
little faith?" Even simple wild 
flowers call up thoughts of high 
import to man ; but viewed in their 
true sense as emanations of a love 
that never £adeth, as sent to minister 
to the pleasure of man, to gladden 
his abode, and make his heart joyous, 
how dear they may well be to us for 
the sake of Him who bestowed them ! 
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And when we look on tlieir beauty 
and wonder, let us think ot His 
creative power, and of the protecting 
care wliich He bestows on the hum- 
blest of His creatures. 

Thou art : God I the Uf e and Ught 
Of all this wondrous world we see ; 

Its glow by day, its smile by night, 
i\jre but reflections caught from Thee I 

Where'er we turn, Thy glories shine. 

For all things fair and bright are Thine ! 
Life of Br, Beaumont. 



AMERICAN METHODISM. 

DONATION VISrTS. 

I LANDED in America in July, last 
year, and joined the American Epis- 
copal Church (Genesee Conference), 
and in October was appointed to 
Clarence. 

The church is built of stone, with 
square steeple, like many of the vil- 
lage churches in England. The par- 
sonage is built of wood, painted 
white, with plenty of land for pad- 
dock and garden, and a salary of 
four hundred dollars a year. 

In addition to salary it is the cus- 
tom here to make the minister a 
donation visit once a year; and 
having just been favoured with a 
donation visit, I will give your read- 
ers a brief description of it. Friends 
were invited by ticket. About two 
hundred attended, and were regaled 
with tarts, cakes, and a great variety 
of good things, freely given by the 
ladies. In the ante-room of the church 
were deposited small presents, while 
democrats, buggies, and other vehi- 
cles, drove up to the back door of the 
parsonage, leaving their freights ; two 
democrat waggons loaded with wood 
(we do not bum coal here), one quar- 
ter of beef, one smoke-dried ham, one 
cheese, twenty pounds of fresh butter, 
four bags of flour, (about five stones 
to the bag, but they do not say 
stones here, it is all pounds or hun- 
dredweights,) two bushels of wheat 
three bags of apples (ripe and good), 
five bags of potatoes, two bushels of 
Indian corn, a new hand saw (I have 
to saw my own wood), candles, sugar, 
tea, preserves, one woollen shirt, 
fourteen yards of calico, seventy dol- 
lars in money, &c. &c. 

The friends chatted and sang while 



I was busy storing away my presents, 
and all spent a pleasant evening. 

These visits are common all over 
the United States, and in all sections 
of the Church. The people enter into 
them heartily, and the ministers 
make no objection to such visits ; and 
these visits are but one of what to 
me are novelties in American Metho- 
dism. J. B. WniGHT. 

Clarence, Erie County, N. Y. 

ALCOHOL AS A MEDICINE. " 
Should alcoholic drinks be ever used 
medicinally? Our answer is that 
when so used a man had best never 
be his own physician. His tea-spoon 
is apt to grow into a tablespoon; 
his wine-glass grows insensibly into 
a tumbler, and then into a brimming 
goblet, which '* biteth at the last like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder." 
A wise physician may sometimes use 
alcohol to save life, just as he might 
use opium ; but I doubt if a wise 
physician would ever use it when any 
other remedy will answer the purpose. 
How can he know that he is not 
feeding a latent appetite that will yet 
destroy his patient ? One of the most 
eminent civilians whom the bottle 
has destroyed fell into intemperance 
under medical prescription. He had 
been an abstainer until middle life ; 
he we^ then recommended to use 
wine as a daily tonic after recovery 
from a weakening disease. His ally 
became his conqueror. Lord Mac- 
aulay indicates the secret of tlie 
younger Pitt's enslavement to the 
bottle by telling us that port wine 
was freely administered to him in 
early youth as a medicine. — Rev. T. 
L, GuyUr. 

THE EARL AND THE FARMER. 
A FARMER called on Earl Fitzwilliam 
and complained that, in his hunting 
excursions with his hounds, he had 
trodden down a field of wheat so as 
to do it damage. The Earl told him 
that if he would procure an estimate 
of the loss, he would pay it. The 
man informed him that he had done 
so already, and it was believed the 
damage would be ^50. The Earl paid 
it. But, as the spring came on, the 
wheat which had been trodden down 
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grew up, and became the best in the 
field. The farmer honestly returned 
the fifty pounds. *' Ah," said the Earl, 
" this is what I like. This is as it 
ought to be between man and man." 
After making some inquiries about 
his family, the Earl went into another 
room, and, returning, gave the man 
a cheque for one hundred pounds, 
sayingi " Take care of this, and when 
your son is of age, present it to him, 
and tell him the occasion that pro- 
duced it." — Leicester Mercury. 

A CHEEBFUL DISPOSITION. 
In this world of trial and perplexity, 
of change and uncertainty, what is 
more to be desired than an abiding 
spirit of cheerfulness — that turn in 
ndnd which will lead one to look upon 
the bright side of every picture ; or if 
it seem to have no bright side, at least 
to forbear gazing upon the dark side ? 
Do you possess by nature a cheerful 
disposition ? Thank God for the in- 
estimable blessing. Do you possess it 
not ? He has given you the power, 
and made it your duty, to cultivate 
it. Laugh at the annoyances of life, 
and rise superior to its weightiest 
calamities. Heaven never yet leng- 
thened out a life that it might be spent 
in sighing and complaining. 

THE GREAT RULE OF CONDUCT. 
The rule of conduct followed by Lord 
Erskine — a man of sterling indepen- 
dence of principle and scrupulous ad- 
herence to truth — is wortliy of being 
engraven on everyyoung man's heart. 
" It was a first command and counsel 
of my earliest youth," he said, " always 
to do what my conscience told me to 
be a duty, and to leave the conse- 
quence to God. I shall carry with 
me the memory, and, I trust, the 
practice, of this parental lesson to the 
grave. I have hitherto followed it, 
and I have no reason to complain that 
my obedience to it has been a tempo- 
ral sacrifice. I have found it, on the 
contrary, the road to prosperity or 
wealth, and I shall point out the same 
path to my children for their pursiiit.*' 
And there can be no doubt, after all, 
the only safe rule of conduct is, to 
follow implicitly the guidance of an 
enlightened conscience. 



WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE. 

Exeter HaU, Jtdy 12th, 1872. 
Pkesent : Brothers T. H. Richard, 
E. Benson, Thomas Chamberlain, J. 
M. Hammer, J. Parker, W, Nott, P. 
Parker, and J. Lord. 

Brother E. Benson was elected to 
take the chair, and opened the meet- 
ing with prayer. 

The minutes of the committee 
meeting, held June 14th, were read 
and confirmed as a correct report. 

The Missionaries' Reports and Cor- 
respondence were read and considered. 

Bros. Wilkinson, Packett, Court- 
nail, Turner, Taft, Porter, and Bar- 
ley had replied to the agenda. 

In accordance with the wish of the 
secretary of the West Bromwich Cir- 
cuit, Brother Rowling is appointed to 
labour in that circuit till the end of 
August. 

The salaries, board, and petty ex- 
penses connected with the mission- 
aries and working of the missions, 
were ordered to be paid, amounting 
to £34 Is. Id. 

The trade bills were next con- 
sidered, and cheques drawn to the 
amount of £99 16s. Id. 

The names of other members of 
the committee than those named last 
month were read as Brothers J. 
Parker, J. W. Taft, and S. Hereman, 
who have expressed their intention 
to attend the yearly meeting at 
Middlesborough. 

The auditors for the yearly accounts 
were elected. 

Suggestions as to the character of 
the public services connected with the 
Delegate Meeting were considered, 
when it was thought " That a public 
religious service should be held on 
the Monday evening, to be addressed 
by two or three of the brethren, after 
which the Lord's Supper should be 
be given to the Delegates, the mem- 
bers of the Church, and any mem- 
bers of any other Christian Churches 
desiring to meet in this service." It 
was also thought that on the Tues- 
day evening a public meeting should 
be held for the explanation of our 
principles and in support of our 
missions. 
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Tlie Committee thought that, in 
reference to the Sahhath and other 
services, these would be best arranged 
by the Local Committee. We are 
Iwping to have a good mieting . 

The Book Steward gave tiie sales 
for the month, which are still of an 
encouraging character. 

Brother W. Nott closed the meet- 
ing with prayer. J. L. 

WESLEYAN REFORM UNION. 
Thb Delegate Meeting is now close 
upon us. The representatives chosen 
by ti^e circuit meetings and the mem- 
bers of the general committee will 
again meet together. These yearly 
meetings are hailed by many of the 
brethren as seasons of great happi- 
ness and spiritual benefit. This year 
we shall miss one whose voice we 
have often heard, and whose counsel 
has often been of great good. Our 
Brother Hibberd will not be there in 
person, but we sorrow not as those 
who have no hope. We rather rejoice 
in the blessed reward of the faithful. 

This meeting will give us an oppor- 
tunity of lookingf over the labour of 
another year, and in the name of our 
Churches, and as their representa- 
tives, to humble ourselves before the 
Lord that our labours have not been 
more successful and the converts 
more in number. We express the 
feelings of many in our churches 
when we say that our hearts are 
sorrowful at the falling off in number 
in our Methodist Churches at a time 
when business was never more pros- 
perous. 

It is time for us, as individuals, 
to awake, and not consider our labour 
for God a trouble, but a delight. 
There is a power in prayer ; yet the 
power of labour and prayer cannot be 
told. Let ours be a prayer to labour, 
and a labour in prayer. If this be 
our personal state, we shall see better 
days in our churches. 

Let our brethren who may attend 
the Delegate Meeting be well sus- 
tained by the prayers of our churches 
and we may expect a happy meeting, 
and wUl pray for a happy and pros- 
perous year. 

Grantham, — '* We are doing mode- 
rately well, all things considered. 
.The congregations are increasing a 



little. Some of the strayed sheep are 
being gathered into the fold of the 
church, and thank God we have a 
few conversions. We hope, by con- 
tinued effort and the blessing of the 
Lord, to see better and brighter days." 

, Bradford. — ^Bowling Back Lane. 
Brother Croft writes : " I have been 
patiently waiting to know the result 
of our plans for a place at Baclc Lane. 
They are at present before the Cor- 
poration Committee; I hope they 
will pass. We have a far greater 
number who attend our services, but 
we do not get many to join us. Yet 
the people cannot be left in the dark 
by the visits made to them, the 
speaking, reading, and tracts we 
leave them. I had an open air 
meeting on Sunday evening, June 
28rd. Many heard the Word and 
some were affected. May God fix it 
in their hearts as seeid in good 
ground. We are ten on the claw 
book, and if the weather keeps fine I 
hope to be able to reach a great num- 
ber of ther people by out-door meet- 
ings. Some of the brethren came to 
my help, and promised to come again. 
I pray that Qod may save tiie people/* 

West .Srommc/t. — Brother Row- 
ling writes, " I went to West Brom- 
wich to assist in the camp meeting. 
We started from the chapel and went 
in procession to the camp ground. 
We sang and gave addresses in seve- 
ral places as we went along, as we had 
plenty of speakers. I had to take my 
part in the same. While I was at 
dinner some person came for me to 
go and preach a Sunday School ser- 
mon in the open air, as they had 
been disappointed by the preacher not 
coming. I went and did my best. 
We had men, women, and children ; 
about three or four hundred. Scores 
of women came out of their homes 
just as they were, with their children 
at their breasts ; the children, many 
of them in rags, and with their dirty 
clothes, just as if they had been at 
work on a week day. The children 
played about, and many of the people, 
so that they made more noise than I 
did. It was more like a fair than a 
Sunday School Anniversary. But 
what a contrast between the children 
connected with the Sunday School! 
almost all of them in white dresses, 
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and placed in order in two carts. I 
bad to preach standing on a table. 
The collection from such a congre- 
gation was five shillings and ihiee 
half pence. This will give you an 
idea of the class of people Brother 
Whitehouse is labouring among, and 
accounts for the little he can do for 
the general funds. I went to the 
chapel in the evening at West Brom- 
wich to take part in the love-feast. 
When I got there I found a man 
waiting for me to go and preach 
again for the School Anniversary. I 
went and did the best I could. We 
had four or five hundred present; 
but the confusion was awful. The 
children were allowed to play and do 
as they pleased. I was pleased when 
the sermon was over. We had three 
fiddles, one bass violin, two flutes, 
two clarionets, two bassoons, and two 
trumpets, so we had plenty of instru- 
mental music, and the children sung 
their hymns and recited their pieces 
first-rate. We had a good display. 
The collection was eight shillings and 
ten pence. I never knew such small 
collections for such large congrega- 
tions." We hope better days are be- 
fore this people. 

Rotherham and Mexhro\ — "We 
are still making headway, though it 
be slowly, and we are earnestly pray- 
ing that the blessing of the Lord may 
rest upon the Union, and that the 
forthcoming delegate meeting may 
be the best ever held by the Wes- 
leyan Reform Union." 

Middlesboro^f-^" I thought it would 
not be wise for me to write to you 
before our quarterly church meeting, 
which was held on June 25th. Brother 
Nicholls, our present minister, was 
invited to stay another year. He 
accepted the invitation, to the great 
pleasure of the church. We are 
going on very well with the altera- 
tions in our chapel, and hope to re- 
open on the last Sabbath in July." 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch. — ** I believe the 
churches in the circuit are in a pro- 
mising state. Brother Devine is with 
us at the present time, until the 4th 
of August. He has been trying to 
get a place at Ashby. Things are 
very promising here if a place 
could only be got. Five of us will 
meet at Ashby on Tuesday, July 2nd, 



to txy to purchase some land, but the 
worst is we are so short of money, so 
that we cannot do as we should like 
to do. There are good openings at 
two other places, but the obstacle in 
the way is the want of money. It 
would be well if Brother Devine's 
services could be extended with us. 
They might be made a great blessing 
in the circuit, and especially if we 
could purchase any Ijmd at Ashby. 
His services would be much needed." 

Bingley Circuit, — " I think Den- 
holme and Micklethwaite Churches 
are in a prosperous state at present. 
The school anniversary was held at 
Denholme on Sunday, June 9th. The 
collections amounted to ;£70 16s., so 
that we have only about £45 of debt 
on the chapel, which we intend re- 
moving by Christmas, and then 
we hope to enlarge the chapel by 
putting a gallery in it. At our little 
church at Micklethwaite things are 
doing well. They have added six 
members since last circuit meeting. 
We wish you a prosperous delegate 
meeting." 

Doncaster. — "On Sunday, June 
16tb, the anniversary sermons for the 
Sabbath Schools were preached, 
morning and evening, by Brother 
Muxlow, and in the afternoon by 
Brother Porter. The congregations 
were good at each service. On the 
Monday following the teachers and 
scholars had their annual tea. About 
one hundred of the friends sat down 
to tea. A public meeting was held 
after tea. Brother Porter in the chair. 
The children sang a number of hymns 
and anthems, under the leadership of 
Mr. Carr. The scholars gave suit- 
able recitations. The friends were 
much pleased with the whole pro- 
ceedings, and pray that God may 
bless with prosperity our efforts in 
the school during the coming year." 

J. L. 

WESLEYAN REPOBM UNION. 
SHEFFIELD CIRCUIT. 

In presenting a detailed report of 
the work of God in the Sheffield Cir- 
cuit to the readers of Christian 
Words, we are, in behalf of the cir- 
cuit, very grateful to the Father of 
all mercies for the many blessings 
he has bestowed upon us during the 
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last quarter. Our readers of the 
number for June will remember tliat 
reference was made to an alteration 
in the time and mode of conducting 
our circuit quarterly love-feast. The 
first was held on the 2nd of June, 
and it gives me great pleasure to 
make known its success. The in- 
fluence tiien experienced was very 
good, the Lord was very gracious, the 
prayers were earnest, and the glory 
of the Lord came down. As we 
believe the glorious result of the 
prayer meeting of one hour was 
manifested in the love-feast which 
followed, by relations of experience 
which were most assuredly accom- 
panied by the Spirit of God, we think 
the importance of such an assembly 
of brethren and sisters can scarcely 
be over-estimated, and we were re- 
minded of the apostolic days when 
they said, " we will ^o and see how 
they do." Oh that Christian fellow- 
ship were more sought by every 
member of our union-— and especially 
as circijits, and we would through 
these pages, humbly, yet sincerely, 
ask every one of our circuit to not 
allow any little thing to keep them 
from the meeting, " for lo a blessing 
is there ;" also it affords a most fitting 
opportunity for unity of spirit among 
the churches, and for gaining mutual 
and good understanding with each 
other, besides the great encourage- 
ment by hearing of the triumphs of 
the Lord in saving from trials and 
difficulties. 

May God's blessing rest on that 
meeting. Let all strive to be there. 

I beg to ask space also for a few 
words respecting our circuit quarterly 
meeting held on Jime 24th in Watery- 
Street Chapel. There was about the 
average attendance: it was a most 
harmonious meeting, and the cir- 
cuit was reported to be in a progres- 
sive condition. Several churches re- 
ported decrease, which was shown to 
be attributable to more than usual 
diligence in the revision of church 
registers, and some removals, so that 
I am quite of opinion the circuit has 
made spiritual advancement. The 
representatives to the annual meet- 
ing were elected, and we were forcibly 
reminded of one who, fifteen months 
ago, took an active part in a very 



animated discussion relative to the 
subject, but who has since very mys- 
teriously been taken away from us. 
All this must teach us to work while it 
is day for the night cometh. and we 
know not how near. And I sincerely 
hope our Sheffield readers will not 
think me too persistent if I humbly 
endeavour to impress upon them the 
actual importance of attendance at 
the meeting, for we are persuaded 
the proportion of church representa- 
tion at that meeting may be safely 
taken as an indication of our interest 
not only in the welfare of the circuit, 
but also in that of the Union. Let 
us remember that we are indeed a 
people, and though small, compara- 
tively, and unostentatious, yet there 
is every necessity for unity as a de- 
nomination. Let us show that active 
interest by being at that meeting, 
and humbly endeavour to each carry 
out what is there resolved. Another 
denominational year is nearly gone. 
With thanks for the past, we pray, 
as a circuit and as a people, we may 
seek our help and strength from God, 
so that the future year may be one of 
great prosperity, is the heart-felt wish 
of yours truly, J. Doughty. 

WESLEYAN KEFORM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY, 

HUFF FIELD, BOWLING OLD LANE, 

BRADFORD. 

On Simday, June 2nd, 1872, we held 
our school anniversary. Brother F. 
J. Devine, of Sheffield (formerly our 
minister), preached us two very im- 
pressive sermons to good congrega- 
tions, which were listened to with 
deep attention. 

Recitations and dialogues were 
given by several of the scholars. 

This was the best anniversary we 
have had since the chapel was built, 
and will no doubt affi)rd much en- 
couragement to us to go on in the 
good work. Our chapel choir ren- 
dered great assistance by singing 
select hymns and anthems in a very 
creditable manner. The collections 
amounted to ^50 8s. 4d, which far 
exceeded that of any previous year or 
the expectations of idl. We have a 
week-day school, and are intending to 
build a larger one. 
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Witnlt^am "^daxm gekgatje Pettrng 

(Being the Thirteenth Annual Meeting of the Wesleyan Befonn Union) 

HELD IN BROUGHAM STEBBT CHAPEL, MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, August 13th and 14th, 1872. 



Th£ following Services and Meetings 
were held in the undermentioned 
chapels, on Sunday, August 11th, in 
connection with the ahove. 

BROUGHAM STREET CHAPEL. 

A Public Love Feast, at 6 a.m. 
Sermons were preached at 10.30 a.m., 
byMr.M.Na8h,ofTwyford; and at 6 
p.m., by Mr. E. Benson, Birmingham. 

OONGREOATIONAL CHAPEL. 

10.30 a.m., by P. Parker, London. 
6.30 p.m., by Rev. J. Lord, London, 

UNITED FREE CHURCHES* CHAPELS. 

lanthorpe Road : 

10.30 a.m., Mr. Porter, Doncaster. 

6 p.m., Mr. P. Parker, London. 
Milton Street Paradise Chapel : 

10.30 a.m., by E. Barley, Wibsey. 

tt p.m., by J. Parker, Finedon. 
Stockton: Mr. E. Gourtnall, Sheffield. 

PBIMITIVE CHAPELS, 

Richmond St. Chapel : 

10.80 a.m., by Mr. Benson, Bir- 
mingham. 

6 p.m., by Mr. M. Nash, Twyford. 
Gilkes Street: 

10.30 a.m., by Mr. Sharpe. 

6 p.m., by Mr. Nott, London. 



Ormesby : 

10.30 a.m., by Mr. Nott, London. 

6 p.m., by Rev. E. Barley, Wibsey. 
Lintiiorpe : 

2.30. p.m., by Mr. R. Porter. Don- 

6 p.m.. Ditto [caster. 

NEW CONNEXION CHAPEL. 

10.30. a.m., by Rev. J. Lord. 
6.30 p.m. by the Rev. J. Butler, of 
High Wycombe. 

WEEK DAY SERVICES. 

Monday. — A Sermon, at a.m., by 
the Rev. E. Barley, of Wibsey; at 
7 p.m., by Mr. T. Chamberlain, of 
Windsor. Lord's Supper, conducted 
by E. Benson and E. Courtnall. 

Tuesday. — ^A Sermon, at 6 a.m., by 
the Rev. J. Butter of Hi^h Wycombe. 
At 7 p.m., a public Missionary Meet- 
ing was held. Chair was taken by 
the Rev. J. Packett, of Bradford. Ad- 
dresses by Messrs. Courtnall, Taft, 
Benson, Neal, Nott, Chamberlain, 
Holland, Rowling, &c. 

Wednesday. — A Sermon, at 6 a.m., 
by Mr. Holland; at 7 p.m., a Tem- 
perance Meeting, Dr. Paine in the 
chair, addressed by Bros. Barley, But- 
ler, Nott, Nash, J. Parker, Porter, &c. 



Circuits. 

A8HBT*DE-LA ZoUCH 

Bakewsll . 
Babnslet . 

BiNOLEY 
BlBUNGSAM 

Bbadfobd . 

Bbadfobd (Fask Lank) 

Cawston . . . . 
covsntby . . . . 
Deddington 

Domcasteb . . . . 
SxrTBMBBB, 1872. 



LIST OF DELEGATES. 

Bepresentatives. 

By Letter 
E. Seddall 
J. Evans 
By Letter 
By Letter 
E. Benson 
J. Cbetxe 
B. Williamson 
' J. BusFORTH (vi«e) 
l. worsnap 
By Letter 
By Letter 
By Letter 
G. Egberts, (vice) 
J. Henson * • 



Addresses. 

Croft Farm, Elton, near Matlock. 
Tonlgreave, Hear Bakewell. 



Sherborne Boad, Birmingham. 
5, Grosvenor Boad, Bradford, Yorki 
130, Westgate Boad, „ „ 

Park Lane Chapel, „ ,> 

Park Lane, „ „ 



Spring Gardens, Doncaster. 

16, CorporifJI^nJ^s^g^^w, 
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Circuits. 
Ellesuere . 
Fbaxlinohah 
Globbop 
Gbe£ms Norton 
Grantham . 
Great Yarmouth 
HighWtcombe . 
Itinohoe . 
Lewibram . 

LiBKEARD . 

London 
Mansfield . 

MiDDLESBORO' 

Northampton 
Norwich 

PUDBEY 

Beading 
Beepham 
Botherham and Mexbro' 

St. Just 
Sheffield . 



Sleaford . 
Swansea ' . 

West Bromwich. 

Do. (St. George's Hall) 
Wellingboro' . 

WlBSEY 



Bepresentaiiyes. 

By Letter 

M. Hurst 

By Letter 

A. Holland 

By Letter 

Thos. Chamberlain. 

£. Benson 



By Letter 
By Letter 
By Letter 

B. NiCHOLLB 

By Letter 
W. Bowling 



WiGAN . 

Worcester 



By Letter 
By Letter 
j. schazah 

By Letter 
/J. Neal . 

I E. COURTNALL 
' J. GiLLATT 

By Letter 
By Letter 

f J. Bound . 

( j. furnall 
By Letter 
By Letter 

f W. Sharp 

1 J. Cole . 



By Letter 



Edward St., Glossop, Derbyshire. 

4, George Street, Grantham. 

Thames Street, Windsor. 
Fitstone Green Farm, Tring, Herts. 



1, Fallows Street, Middlesboro'. 
Distillery Street, Norwith. 



North Field Cottage, Greasbro' Bd., 
Masbro', Botherham. 

Albion Place, Broomspring Lane, 

Sheffield. 
OakCottage, Wadsley, Sheffield, 
ad, „ 



54, Spring Vale Boad 



127, Snow Hill, Dudley. 

3, Dudley Street, Birmingham. 



Wibsey, Bradford. 
Birch Lane, Bowling Old Lane, 
Bradford, York. 



The meeting was opened by Brother 
J. Lord giving out Hymn No. 478; 
Bros. Nichols and Neal engaged in 
prayer. 

iSie Secretary then called over the 
names of the Delegates of the circuits 
and churches. 

It was then proposed that the 
chairman for the Session be elected 
by ballot, with nomination (Bros. Pi 
Parker and Taft being appointed 
Scrutineers) ; the result of which being 
declared, it was found that Bro. John 
Neal, of Sheffield, was duly elected. 

That Bros. Nash, of Twyford, and 
Creyke, of Bradford, be Secretaries 
of this meeting. 

Resolved,— That the Members of 
Gommitttee not being Delegates be 
allowed to speak and vote on all 
questions. 

Resolved, — ^That strangers and re- 
presentatives of the press be allowed 
to be present during the sittings. 

Resolved, — That the sittings ad- 
jonm at one o'clock, and meet 



again at two; and meet to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock, and adjourn 
as before arranged. 

The Secretary — ^Bro. J. Lord — then 
read the General Report of the Com- 
mittee, and the Statistical Returns. 
Also the Mission Report. 

COMMITTEE'S BEPOBT. 

The attention of your committee has 
during the past year been directed to 
the numerous subjects suggested by 
the last delegate meeting, and though 
it is not in l£eir power to report suc- 
cess in all the matters as they eould 
have desired, yet it is not for them 
to hang their harps upon the willows. 
A consciousness that our principles 
are ri^ht, a hope in the power of 
appreciation on the part of the 
people, and a strong faith in Gbd, is 
the ground of confidence for the 
future prosperity of this Union. 

During the year the Lord has 
removed from us two brethren whose 
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voices have often been heard in the 
former Delegate Meetings, and whose 
faithfulness to the principles of this 
Union made them endeared friends 
and fellow helpers in the cause of 
religious freedom. We refer to our 
dear brethren, William Whiteley, of 
Great Horton, near Bradford, and 
Emanuel Hibberd, of Sheffield, who 
both departed thiis life in the fiill 
comfort of the Gospel of Christ. We 
also make mention of the death of the 
Rev. James Everett, who in years 
past rendered great service to our 
cause. These events are calculated 
to teach us " to work while it is day, 
far the night cometh when no man can 
worh" 

CHAPEL FUND. 

The help of your Committee has 
been called for in the assistance 
needed connected with two chapels. 
The trustees of the Eyam Chapel, in 
the Bakewell Circuit, have made 
great efforts in the improvement and 
enlargement of their chapel ; and, in 
order to make a finish of these altera- 
tions, they asked for the loan of £20 
for two years. The trustees of the 
chapel at Wobum Green, in the 
High Wycombe Circuit, sought for 
the loan of ^50, to aid in the pur- 
cl^ase of the freehold of the chapel 
for the use of the Wesleyan !Ke- 
foTmetB. Both of these loans have 
been granted after the necessary 
inquiries had been answered accord- 
ing to the constitution of the chapel 
fund. 

Your committee have, according to 
instructions given at the last Dele- 
gate Meeting applied to the trustees 
of the Bloxwich and Wolverhampton 
Chapels for either the interest or 
repayment of the loans made to 
them. The Bloxwich trustees have, 
since the application, paid five years' 
interest, all due to last January, and 
have expressed their thanks to the 
committee for their kind forbearance 
in the time of their struggle. The 
trustees of the Wolverhampton 
Chapel have not, as yet, done any- 
thing towards a setUement of the 
interest, or the repayment of the 
loan. 

BOOK BOOM. 

The committee have to congratu- 



late the Union on the increase of 
the business done the last year, 
enabling them not only to meet all 
the trade and working expenses, but 
to show a profit of £25 3s. 5d. It is 
true, the profit is in part owing to 
the reduction of the rent of office 
in Exeter Hall of £h per year, but 
more through the editor and his 
assistants conducting the magazine 
free of charge. 

The addition of the revival hvmns 
to the double-column hymn oook,' 
and to the school book is beginning 
to tell favourably on the sale of those 
books, the sale having been greater 
than in the last year. The sale of 
the magas^^ne has also increased. 

The quarterly ticket, which other 
sections of Methodists make a source 
of profit, has up to the last year been 
a loss to the Book Boom. This 
should not be the case, and it is 
hoped that those Circuits which have 
only sent stamps to cover the postage 
will in future send enough to pay the 
printing. 

The pressure upon the Book Boom 
to meet the Beform Union expenses 
has reduced, and still is reducing, 
the capital ; and to make the Book 
Boom a financial success, every Cir- 
cuit, Church, Sunday School, with 
their officers and members, should be 
led to take an interest in it in every 
possible way. 

DISTRICTS. 
The representation of the districts 
on the General Committee was sub- 
mitted to all the Members of the Com- 
mittee and fully considered, both at 
the usual monthly meetings and the 
general half-yearly meeting, where, 
after a fall discussion of the subject, 
it was unanimously resolyed, That no 
practical improvement can be pro- 
posed by this Committee, seeing the 
delegates have now the whole Union 
from which to choose their represen- 
tatives, and vote by ballot to secure 
a fair election. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

Here we are of opinion that there is 
wanting greater care on the part of 
the managing officers. The returns 
for the present year are so imperfect 
as not to give us aii^^tl^g^j^e 
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idea of their real position, either as to 
the religious character of the teachers 
or the results of their labours, in 
the scholars joining the church. 
In this part of the work much care 
is needed, and we hope that our 
School Superintendents and Secre- 
taries will give attention to these 
things. 

MEMBEES. 
It is with deep regret that your 
Committee have to report a decrease 
of 210 in the number of members this 
year. This decrease can be more than 
accounted for in churches which have 
left the Union, and the large decrease 
in two Circuits. The church at 
Queensbury with 37 members ; Har- 
den with 32 members; Adam- Street, 
London, through lapse of lease of 
chapel, 30 members ; Worcester 2nd, 
66 members ; Liskeard Circuit shows 
a decrease of 78 ; Deddington Circuit 
gives a decrease of 80 members; 
West Bromwich Circuit reports three 
churches as having left them, but 
does not give the number of members 
lost by such. They show a decrease 
on the Circuit of 20 members, though 
they have been visited in many of 
their churches with a blessed work 
in the conversion of sinners. These 
numbers make a total of 3^.3.* Many 
of the Circuits during the year have 
been visited with a gracious outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, and many . 
have been saved. It is for us aU 
still to labour in earnestness of 
spirit and great plainness, lifting up 
Christ in the Word preached, remem- 
bering all men are sinners, God 
loved the world, Jesus is the Saviour 
of all men, and all men may be saved. 

CHAPEL WORK. 

During the year many places in the 
Union have made considerable pro- 
gress in chapel matters. The friends 
at Wymington, in the Wellingborough 
Circuity have built and opened a 
chapel at an outlay of j£120, having 
raised upward of ^eiOO towards the 
cost. A large chapel is in course 
of erection at Masborough, in the 
Rotherham Circuit, the cost of which 
is estimated to be about ^1,000. Con- 
siderable enlargements have been 
^oade at Hendon in London Circuit, 



at Wirksworth and Stanton in the 
Bakewell Circuit. Middlesborough 
friends have made considerable im- 
provements and enlargement in their 
chapel, at an outlay of £800. Debts 
have been paid off, in part or 
wholly, at Grimesthorpe in the 
Sheffield Circuit, at Moira in the 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Circuit, and in 
the ' Bakewell, Northampton, and 
High Wycombe Circuits. At Swin- 
ton, in the Rotherham Circuit, 600 
square yards of ground have been 
purchased for a new chapel, and our 
friends at Beading have purchased 
their chapel at the cost of about 
^1,000. 

WESLEYAN REFOBM UNION. 

Last year the free contributions for 
the Union expenses was over j£20. 
This year it is only £1 10s. 6d. 
besides £6 18s. l^d., which has been 
received since the accounts were 
closed. This shows a great falling 
off in the money sent in. We would 
ask the attention of the Circuits to 
this matter. 

The General Committee have plea- 
sure in recommending that the Dele- 
gate Meeting grant to the Secretary 
fifteen pounds, for services during 
the past year, the half thereof to be 
paid from the Mission Fund and half 
from the Book Boom Fund. 

One distinguishing feature of this 
Union is that we hold the right of 
each separate church, in all matters 
affecting its own existence, interest, 
and government, to full delibera- 
tion and decision without the over- 
sight and dictation of any power 
beyond itself : yet, for the more lively 
and profitable supply of the pulpits, 
any number of Churches may form 
themselves into a Circuit, or District, 
in order to arrange for the regular 
exchange of preachers, either in the 
character of Local (unpaid), or the 
separated Ministry (paid), or of both 
conjointly, but that all who thus 
labour in the work of preaching the 
Gospel are considered in character 
and duties to be true Ministers of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We must therefore unite in our 
dependence on God for success ; and 
let our efforts be of such a character 
as to secure His blessingOOQlC 
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MISSION REPOBT. 
In reviewing the labours of the past 
year, your Committee must remind 
you of the very spirited discussion in 
the last Delegate meeting on the sub- 
ject of the Missions. There were, at 
that time, only three Missionaries 
employed by this Union. The dele- 
gates, finding a balance in hand for 
the Mission fund, of more than ^107, 
besides £50 as a loan to the Book 
Boom, they, in considering the state 
of our weaker churches, feeling the 
necessity and importance of more 
active labour, in order to strengthen 
these places, and, if possible, to es- 
tablish the cause on new ground ; it 
was resolved, "that two additional 
Missionaries be forthwith engaged." 
This was to be done with an in- 
creased salary to each man on the 
list of Missionaries. The Commit- 
tee, at their first meeting, held in the 
chapel at Wibsey, at the close of the 
Delegate meeting, resolved, " that Bro. 
F. J. Devine, of Wibsey, and Bro.* 
Thos Croft, of Pudsey, should be 
engaged as the two additional Mis- 
sionaries." These brethren have, dur- 
ing the year, laboured, Bro. Devine 
in the Sheffield district, and Bro. Crofb 
in the Bradford and Wibsey district. 
At the monthly meeting of the 
Committee, held on December 8th, it 
was suggested, in order to give a 
clearer character of the work done 
by our Missionaries, " that each bro- 
ther should be requested to fill up 
the column in their monthly reports 
for 'families visited;' making a 
distinction as to the number visited, 
and those prayed with : and that the 
statement should be made for each 
day in filling up their reports." This 
view was also confirmed by the half- 
yearly meeting of the Committee. 
The summary of the Missionaries' 
labours at the end of this report will 
show the result, where practised. 

The general half-yearly meeting of 
the Committee, held at Mexboro' in 
February last, the state and pros- 
pects of the Mission fund were duly 
considered, and the brethren felt 
themselves compelled to give three 
months' notice to one of the Mission- 
aries ; but before the time of notice 
expired, Bro. A. Holland, one of the 
Missionaries, received an invitation 
to become the Minister of the Gran- 



tham Circuit. He accepted the 
same, and wrote to the Committee, 
stating the fact, and asked to be 
relieved from the Mission Work on 
the 22nd of April. This was granted, 
and the notice to the other brotJier 
withdrawn. 

The Committee cannot look upon 
the year as a financial failure, though 
the income is far below the expenses ; 
yet the income is more by ^'6 than 
the former year, but this is on account 
of an increase from the Christmas 
cards, of more than £13, compared 
with last year. But there is a de- 
crease in the amount received by 
collections. 

The tabular statement given at the 
close of this report will show the 
number of services held by each 
Missionary, the numbers attending, 
and the result, asiar as possible, to- 
gether with the numbers of families 
visited and prayed with. 

During the year the Committee have 
placed a monthly statement of its 
expenses, and income, and such in- 
formation in the notes from Circuit 
Secretaries' letters, as in their power 
to do, with a view to increase the 
interest in the Mission cause on the 
part of all our churches. It is be- 
lieved this has not been in vain. 

In Bowling Back Lane, Bradford, 
a new station has been opened by 
one of our Missionaries, and we are 
glad to say, a number of people have 
been gathered, and a class of twelve 
members has been formed. The dis- 
trict Committee are preparing to 
build a room on this station, as a 
preaching place and Sabbath School. 
The prospect of raising a prosperous 
Church is encouraging. 

The Missionaries have laboured 
during the year as follows : Brother 
Lewis, in the Norfolk district ; Bro- 
ther Holland and Brother Devine in 
the Sheffield district ; Brother Croft, 
in the Bradford and Wibsey district ; 
Brother Rowling, not being appointed 
to any particular district, has la- 
boured in the following places : Nor- 
wich, Barnsley Circuit, Rotherham 
and Mexbro' Circuit, Denby Dale 
Circuit, and West Bromwich Circuit. 

It is hoped that this Delegate 
meeting will feel the importance of 
moving yet onward in Mission work. 
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The Book Boom accounts were read 
by Bro. P. Parker, Book Steward. 

The Chapel Fond accounts were 
read by the Treasurer, Bro. Cham- 
berlain. 

Kesolved,— That the reports, as 
read, be received and adopted, ex- 
cepting the clause as to a yote of 
fifteen pounds to Secretary for his 
services during the last year. This 
matter having been taken up after- 
wards by the Delegates, it was 

Resolved, — That the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee be acceded to, 
and that the grant of fifteen pounds 
be given to Bro. Lord for his ser- 
vices as Secretary during the past 
year; half the amount to be paid 
from the Mission Fund, and the other 
half from the Book-room Fund. 

Resolved,— That the matter of the 
Wolverhampton loan be referred to 
the General Committee. 

Resolved,— That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Bro. Chamber- 
lain as Treasurer, and. that he be 
re-elected for the next year. 

Resolved, — That the thajiks of this 
meeting be given to Bro. John Lord 
for his services as Secretary during 
the past year. That he be re-ap- 
pointed to that office for the next 
year on the same terms as last. 

Resolved, — That the thanks of this 
meeting be presented to Bro. P. Par- 
ker, Book Steward, for his services 
during the past year, and that he 
be re-elected for the next year on the 
same terms. 

Resolved, — That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to Bro. S. Here- 
man for his services as editor dur- 
ing the past year, and that he be 
re-elected for the next year on the 
usual terms. 

Afternoon Sitting, 

Commenced by the chairman giving 
out the 326th Hymn; Bro. Creyke 
engaged in prayer. 

Kesolved, — That the minutes of the 
morning sitting, as read, be received 
and adopted. 

The Mission report was read by 
the General Secretary, Bro. Lord, 
and the cash account by Bro. T. H. 
Richard. 

Resolved,— That the Mission re- 



port and balance sheet be received 
and adopted. 

A long conversation took place 
with regard to Missions, in which 
several brethren took part. 

That this meeting recommends 
the District Committee to make 
arrangements for deputations to visit 
the various churches in their dis- 
tricts, to hold Missionary meeting8,&o. 

Nominatiom for General Committee, 

Neal, Sheffield.; Richard, Lon- 
don; Taft, Bakewell; Porter, Don- 
caster; Barley, Wibsey; Packet, 
Bradford; Nash, Twyford; Gillatt, 
Sheffield; Benson, Birmingham; But- 
ler, Wycombe ; Courtnall, Sheffield ; 
NichoUs, Middlesbro' ; Creyke, Brad- 
ford; Hereman, Bakewell; Nichols, 
London ; Barraclough, Wibsey ; Lord, 
Jas, Bradford ; Wilkinson, W, Shef- 
field; Parker, J., Finedon; Nott, 
London; Sharp, Wibsey; Round, 
West Bromwich ; Lansbury, Rother- 
ham; Andrew, Sheffield; Furniss, 
Bakewell; Siddall, Bakewell; Cole, 
Bradford ; Drummond, Bradford ; 
Holland, Grantham: Dickinson, 
Grantham ; Turner, Mexbro'. 

Nominations for Examination 
Committee. 

Butler, Lord, Barley, Nichols, 
Packett, Whitehouse, Courtnall, Ben- 
son, Wilkinson, Chamberlain, Neal, 
and J. Parker. 

A conversation took place on the 
Chapel fund. Messrb. Chamberlain, 
Neal, Benson, and J. Parker, promise 
£5 each yearly for the next 5 years, and 
Bros. Nott, P. Parker, T. H. Richard, 
Porter, Furnall, Nash, Lord, and 
Courtnall, ^1 each yearly, for 5 years. 
Bros. Siddall and Taft, 10s. per year 
for 5 years. Bro. Cole, Bradford, Jg2 
yearly, for 6 years. 

Resolved, — That the next delegate 
meeting be held at Bakewell; ser- 
vices on the first Sunday in August, 
and meetings on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday following. The. afternoon sit- 
ting adjourned. 

Morning Sitting, August lUh, 1872. 

Commenced by singing hymn 418; 
Bros. Porter and Lord engaged in 
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The minutes of the afternoon's sit- 
ting (Tuesday, Aug. lath) having 
been read, it was resolved that they 
be received and adopted. 

A conversation was again held on 
the Chapel fund, when it was 

Resolved,— That, as the Chapel 
fund has been the means of much 
good to some of our churches, this 
meeting deems it desirable to increase 
that fund ; and resolves that a sub- 
scription list be now opened for sums 
payable during the next five years. 

That Bro. John Neal. Sheffield, and 
Bro. John Parker, Finedon, be ap- 
pointed trustees of the Chapel fund, 
in room of the late Emanuel Hib- 
berd and Joshua Dodgson, deceased. 

List of Ministers. 
J. liONO, Dodsworth Boad, Bomsley. 
J. Paokett, 137, Otley Eoad, Bradford. 
E. Babley, Wibsey, Bradford, Yorkshire. 
Edwd. Sibct, St. Clear, Liskeard, Cornwall. 
Geo. Nuttall, Aylsham, Norfolk. 
John Lobd, 33, Ordnance Boad, London. 

N.W. 
B. NiOHOLLs, 1, Fallows St., Middlesbro*. 
Samuel Dunn, Cape Cornwall St., St. Just. 
J. H. Oliveb, Grantham Ed., Old Sleaford. 
Thos. Whitehousb, Seagar St., West 

Bromwich. 
Thob. Bbomagb, 23, Park St., WeUiogboro*. 

Jos. Butler, Bridge St., High Wycombe. 

A. Holland, George St., Grantham. 

Missionaries, 
Wm. Bowling, B. Lowis, 

F. J. Devine, Thos. Croft. 

That the name of William Weaver 
be struck off the list of ministers, he 
haying ceased to labour among us, 
and to be a member of this Union. 

That the list, as now amended, be 
received, adopted, and printed. 

That the half-yearly meeting of 
Committee be held in the month of 
February. 

Bro. Bound made a request that 
the Delegate Meeting for 1874 be 
held in West Bromwich. 

TEMPEEANCE. 
That this meeting deeply deplores 
the prevalence of drunkenness, and is 
grieved to contemplate the enormous 
amount of social misery resulting 
from the use of intoxicating drinks. 
It would affectionately urge the 
churches in the Union, and every 
individual member thereof, to exert 
themselves, to aid each and every 



organisation for ^ the abatement of 
this great mora} evil. 

• That the consideration of Masham 
be referred to the new Committee. 

That the Secretary, on receiving 
information from Bradford and Ded- 
dington circuits as to the returns sent, 
be permitted to correct the same. 

Bros. Fumall and Hirst being ap- 
pointed scrutineers, reported the fol- 
lowing members of the 

GBNEEAL COMMITTEE. 

Bros. Barley, K. Nicholls, 

Benson, Nott, 

Butler, Packett, 

Courtnall, J. Parker, 

Hereman, Porter, 

Holland, Taft, 

Nash, Richard, 

Neal, Wilkinson. 
J. Nichols, 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

Barley Benson, 

Lord, Chamberlain, 

Packett, Neal. 

Afternoon Sitting. 
Opened by Bro. Neal giving out the 
39th hymn ; Bros. Barley and Butler 
engaged in prayer. 

That the minutes of the morning 
sitting be received and adopted. 

It is recommended that, instead of 
No. XVI. of the Constitution, the 
appointments of Ministers be from 
year to year. That for mutual con- 
venience, it is advisable that six 
months' notice shall terminate such 
engagements, such notice to be given 
at the Lady- day quarter. 

That Bro. T. H. Richard be 
elected Honorary Secretary to this 
Union during next year. 

A conversation on the present and 
future prospects of the Union ; when 
Bros. Nicholls, Butler, P. Parker, 
Neal, J. Parker, Porter, Lord, Bar- 
ley, and Holland took part. 

Resolved,— That this meeting, feel- 
ing the solemn responsibility resting 
on their own souls, and on the mem- 
bers of our various churches, resolve 
to devote themselves more zealously 
to the work of soul saving, and most 
earnestly exhorts every member of 
our churches to devote themselves to 
the same work. 

(Continued on mgeASSJ . ^ 
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EDUCATION. 

That this meeting hereby records 
its solemn conviction that any system 
of education which involves concur- 
rent denominational endowment for 
the teaching of religious truth, is not 
wortiiy of the support of the Wes- 
leyan Reformers ; and this meeting 
is further of opinion that any system 
of National education should not be 
countenanced which excludes from 
our board schools, the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

SABBATH OBSEBVANCB. 

That this meeting feels strongly 
the necessity of doing something to- 
wards the prevention of Sabbath 
desecration, caused by the preva- 
lence of Sunday and other excursion 
trains, and recommends our Mends 
to discountenance the same. 

That this meeting is glad to learn 
that our magazine has increased in 



circulation, and resolves to make in- 
creased efforts to introduce it into 
every family connected with our 
churches. 

That the best thanks of* this meet- 
ing be given to the Trustees of this 
Chapel ; and the Local Committee of 
management; to our liberal hosts, 
and to the ladies who have so boun- 
tifully provided for the wants of the 
delegates during their sittings, and 
that this resolution be printed and a 
copy thereof sent to the friends in the 
usual way. 

That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to Bros. Nash and 
Creyke for their very efficient ser- 
vices as Secretaries of this meeting. 

That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to our worthy chairman, 
Bro. Neal, for his valuable services 
in presiding over this Delegate meet- 
ing. 

The meeting concluded with sing- 
ing and prayer. 



WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 

HOME AND COLONIAL MISSIONS 

Cash Accounts pbom July 1st, 1871, to June 30th, 1872. 



O.O., Cbxistmas Cards. 



Ashby de la Zouoh. & s. d. £ a. d. 



6 2 4 



Moira, Collection 


2 





6 


Do. C.C. 


1 


12 


6 


Griffydain,C.C. 
Do. Collection 


•l 

1 


7 
1 


9 

7 


SakemU, 








Brassiagton, C.C. 
Stanton, C.C. 
Youlgrcave, Col. 
Do. C.C. 


2 

1 

2 

. 1 


7 
4 
3 
5 


8 
2 




Bakewell, C.C. 


. 1 


1 


1 


0?erhaddon, Col. 


► 


7 


8 



8 8 7 
Leas ezpensM 2 9 



Ba/msley, 

Birmingham 
Birmingham, Col. . 
E. Benson. 
Tipton, Col. 

Do. CO. . . 


1 
1 
1 



1 
1 

13 
6 


7 



10 

2 



8 5 10 



4 



4 2 7 



Bradford. 


£ 8. 


d. 


Bethesda, C.C. 


2 1 


4 


Abbey Street, C.C. . 


1 10 


7 


Addingham, C.C. 


1 12 


5 


Bierley Lane, C.C. . 


11 


4 


Do. Col. . 


. 1 S 


1 


Shipley 


. 3 1 


6 


Do. CO. . 


. 1 7 


4 



£ s. d. 



11 12 7 
Less expenses 3 4 



11 9 3 



Ckmston, 



Tunstead, Col. 


d 15 6 


Swanton Abbott 


15 1 


Do. Col. 


19 61 


Mr. August's box . 


4 10 


Mr. Farrow's box . 


5 6i 


Skeyton, Col. . 


6 10 


Erpingharo. Col. 


17 7i 


Mr. Cooper's box . 


7 6i 


Miss Pnsley's box . 


2 ^ 


Oawston, Col. . 


18 11 


1)0. CO. 


19 7 


Oulton Street, Col. 0. 3^3^^,^ 
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Itteringham^ Col. 
Miss Fuller's box 
W. Ayton's box 

Lyng, Col. 

Miss L. Murray's box 
Mrs. Bingrees' box 
Miss £. Howard . 
F. Chambers . . 

BraDdistom, Col. . 

Sco Boston, Col. .0 
Mrs. Giles' box . 
Mrs. Bnck*s box . 
Mr. G. Hudson's box 

Ingwortb, Col. . 

Sparham, Miss 
Millatt 

Aylsbam, Col. 
Do. C.C. 

Wood Dalling, Col. 

Barniogham, Col. 

Tuttington, Col. 
A Friend 



B. 



5 
11 









11 



d. 

4 

6 

6 



1 

6 

3 

3 





6f 

«i 

2 





8i 



o.i 


Oh 



£ B, d. 



18 10 
Less expenses 10 



Cdvsntry. 
Little Bedworth, C.C. 
Colon Heath, C.C. . 



11 8 10 



5 5 

3 7 



Deddmgton^ Col. . 

Benby Dale (Caw- 
thorn), Col. 

Doncagter, Col. . 
Do. CO. . 1 



14 
6 



Framlingham, 
Farham, C.C. 
Leiston, C.C. 
Stratford, C.C. 
Framlingham, C.C. 

Olossop, 
Howard Street, Col. 
Da C.C. 



9 

17 2 

2 6 

2 



17 6 

5 6 

4 2 

17 3 



6 4 5 



5 6 

18 11 



4 4 
5 
2 2 



Greens Norton^ CO. 

Qrantham^ C.C. . 

Great Ya/rmouth , 2 6 9 

High Wyeomie, 0.0, 11 2 

Jvvnghoe,O.C, . 1 18 

Xdtkeard. 
Peogoyer, C.C. . 8 10 

Do. Col. .037 

Combe, Col. . . 19 

Do. 0.0. • 2 IS 11^ 

Bethany, CO. .13 8 

Do. Col. • .16 6 
Keason. C.C .072 

Do. Col. . .040 
Common Moor, Oolk .093 



Trewidland, C.C. 
St. Keyne, C.C 

Do. Col. 
Connon 

Do. C.C 
Hatrowbridge, C.C 

Do. Col. 
Tideford, Col. 
Polbathick) Col. 



£ 8. 

9 
8 

15 

15 
3 

10 
8 
8 

11 



d. 
3 
2 

H 

8 



9 

4 

4 





£ s. d. 



11 15 7 
Less expenses 3 6 



London. 
Stanhope Street, CO. 
Do. Collected by 
MissM.Triggs: 
Mr. Triggs 
Mrs. Triggs 
Mrs. Nichols 
Miss Cornell . 
Mr. Winsworth . 
Mr. S. Winsworth 
Mr. Bartlett 
Mr. Jewel 
Do. Collected by 
MissWheatley: 
Mr. J. H. Chance 
Mr. T.H.Richard 
Mr. P. Parker . 
Do. Collected by 
Miss Beed : 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Camp . . 
Mr. S. Winsworth 
Mr. Scott . 
Hendon, C.C . 
Adam Street, CO. . 
Kentish Town, C.C . 

Middlesboro' C.C 
Less expenses 

I^orwich. 
Norwich, Col. . 
Newton, Col. . 
Norwich, C.C. . 

Do. Col. &e. 

Do. subscription 

Pudsey, C.C. 

JBjeading, 
Twyford, Mr. Nash 
Do. Mr. Wright 
Do. Mrs. Ben- 
ham's box 



11 12 1 



2 4 



1 1 
10 



10 

1 1 
1 1 



18 

6 6 

5 I 

1 

1 3 9 

2 2 
10 6 

2 18 1 

5 



11 17 6 



2 17 8 



2 

10 



16 2| 
91 




4 3 
2 



9 10 

18 8 



8 6 



2 



Eotherham and Mexhro*, 

Swinton Bridge, Col. .10 3 

Masbro' . .15 

LundhUl,CC. . . 10 

Do. Col. . Iil0r\2\n]c> 
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RIPOBT OP DIIiBOATB HBITINO. 



£ •. d. 
Wombwell, Col. • 2 17 6 
Hxbro*PabUcMeet- 

ing . . .469 
Do. MiuioiiaiyTea 1 19 6 
Swiotoo, Col. . .990 
A Poor ^an not at 

the Meeting .010 
Dalton, CoL . .10 
Meibro*G.a . .298} 



£ 8. d 



18 7 


5| 




Less expenses 


8 






la 


6 9J 




' 'to 


St. Jua, CO. 


2 


4 


Sh^U. 






Attereliff«, Ool. . 6 







Carbrook, CoL . 1 ft 


^i 




Do. O.C. . 1 2 


7 




Gower Street, . .22 







Do. Col. . 4 


8J 




Do. 0.0. . 14 


10 




Orimsthorpe, Ool. . 2 17 10 




Do. 0.0. . 1 17 







HolmesBeld, 0.0. . 7 







Do. Col. . .10 


6i 




Mount Gerizim . 1 18 


8 




Do. CO. . .19 


7 




Owlerton, Col. . 1 4 


6 




Do. CO. . .33 


11 




Miss A.Dnke'Bboz 1 







„ C Pearson's 






box .* .01 







„ S. Hague's box 9 







Mr. J.Conlej'sbox 1 


2i 




Miss M. E. Oonrt- 






nairs box . 10 







Onghtibridge, Ool. . 9 12 


2* 




Do. O.C . . 17 







Philadelphia, CO. . 1 9 


2 




Sundaj'sOol. . 5 12 


li 




Mondaj night's Col. 1 15 


6 




Sarplns from Pab- 






licTea . . 15 


1 




„ Ja?enileTea 13 


7 




Mis8E.BramaU'sbk. 1 12 







M S.A.Hanson'sdo.l 11 


8| 




M CStagg'sdo. 1 3 


4} 




„ M.A.Senior'«do.O 17 lo' 




„ M. West's do. 17 


3i 




„ E. Moore's do. 1 10 


4 




„ H. P. Moon's do. 15 


11 




n S.A.Walker's do.O 13 


6} 




„ S. Walker's do. 17 







„ S.E. Moon's do. 10 10 




„ E. Walton's do. 1 


10| 




n £. Howard's do. 9 


lOi 




,, E. Holland's do. 9 


1 




„ Hibberd'sbox 5 


4 





£ 8« d. £ 8. d. 
Mr. L. Willis's do. O 4 2 
Mrs. Holland's do. O 9 1} 
Mr. 6. Wilson .17 5 
„ Ward's do. .020 
„ T. Ambler's do. 1 8 6 
Providence Chpl., Ool. 4 5 8 
Biohmond,0.0. .076 
Da Ool. . .082 
Tbonicli£fe, Ool. .17 7 
Do. O.C. . .068 

Thomhill, Col. . 19 3 

Sharrow Vale, Ool. . 10 8 
Watery Street .452 

Messn.WUd& Settle 1 9 3 
A Friend . .007} 
Mr8.Marr . . 1() 9 
Christmas Cards . 2 8 10} 
Balance . ..043 
Weston Street, Ool. 3 3 10} 
Miss A. J. Richardson, 
& Miss Richardson 2 12 
^ T.Smith's box 9 3 
J. Berry's do. .031} 



79 17 10 





82 4 


10 


Less expenses 


2 7 





Weit Bramwieh. 






S. George's Hall, CO. 












Wellingboro' CO. . 


12 


3 


Finedon, 0.0. 


4 


1 


Do. Col. . 


1 


9 


Stanwick . . 


12 


9 


Rmdiden 


7 


2 


Isham 


6 





Do. O.C . 


6 


2 




3 9 


2 


Less expenses 


1 





Wihwy. 






Wibsey, Ool. . 


4 10 





Do. CO. . 


2 19 





Slaokside, 0.0. 


15 


8} 


Do. Col. 


3 1 


6 


Bowling Old Lane . 


4 





Do. CO. . 


1 18 


6 


Mountain Cd. . 


1 10 







18 14 


8} 


Less expenses 


3 


6 
—18 



14 ^i 



8 8 2 



Worcester, Sub. 



Totol £231 14 
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HOME AND COLONIAL MISSION ACC0X7NT, 
Fob the Tbab bnding Both Jxjnb, 1872. 



£ 8. d. 
To Balance bionght f orwaid 

from last year's aoooont 105 11 10 

„ Gash in hand 2 7 6 

,, Beceiyed Ck)llecti(ms, Snb- 

soriptions and Donations 155 13 10} 
M Christmas Cards ... 76 2 



By paid Salaries of His^ 

sionaries 
,, Board of ditto ... 
„ Trayellingr of ditto 
„ Secretary's Salary, 

(one moiety) ... 
)i Adyertisements in 

Christian Words 
„ Books for Prises for 

Christmas Cards 

and pasting ... 
n Bale, Printing ... 
„ P.O.O., Stamps, &c. 
Balance at Baxikers 



& s. d. 



254 


10 


25 


2 


6 


10 


i 



5 
5 8 



5 

2 

8 

89 



2 



7 

lU 



£839 18 4} £339 13 4} 

22nd July, 1872.— Audited and found correct, the balance in hand being 
£S98s.llid, in addition to £60 Loan tothe Book Boom. 

James HExmY Chakce, 

WH. JNO. NICHOL& 



BUHHABY 

OF THE 

MISBIOirABIXS' 

I.ABOUB& 


No. of 
meet- 


Total 

attend- 

ance 

about 


Average 
attend- 
ance 
at each 
service. 


No. who 
have 
pro- 

feesedto 
find 


How 
many 
were 
our 
mem- 
bers 
before. 


How many 

of them 
have given 

in their 
names for 
member- 
ship in onr 
churches. 


No. of families 
visited and 
prayed with. 


Visited. 


Prayed 

with from 

Jan 9. 


Bowling . 
Lewis 
Holland . 

DEyiNE . 

Cboft* . 


364 
221 
292 
198 
189 


22551 

19981 

13429 

5306 


62 

69 
68 

28 


101 
28 

112 
35 
13 


6 
5 
4 


106 
44 
14 


1952 

833 
1484 
3312 


382 

104 

76 

286 


Total. 


1264 


61267 


57 


289 


15 


164 


758lt 


848 



* Laboured on new ground— mostly in Cottages, 
t Total visits made during the year, 8579. 

NXTMEBICAL SALES OF BOOKS TO JTTKB 29TH| 1872. 

nils Tear* Totals 

Wesley's Hymns, seven sizes 3,996 211,643 

Sunday School Hymns, two sizes 1,410 93,105 

Bzeter Hall Beyiyal Hymns 148 6,355 



Total Hym n Books 

Magazines sold 

Miscellaneous books sold ... ••• 

Total sold of everything 



... 5,554 
... 14,952 
... 2,129 



311,103 

551,068 

39,733 



^m^ 



led by > 



OD 


lAOO 


^ 


laot 


CO 


O CO 
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WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION OHAFSL BELIEF FUND. 



1871. BeceipU. £ s. d. 
Balance in hand, 
last Audit ... 56 15 11 
Nov. 1. Sonldern, first in- 
stalment 5 

1872 Do. 1 year's interest 10 

Feb. 15. Interest from Bank. 10 8 
Mar. 20. Blozwich, Interest 

on Loan 6 5 

June 5. Glossop, 6th instal- 
ment 5 

Do. 1 year's interest 15 



iK75 6 7 
Audited and foimd oorreoty 22nd July, 1872. 



1871. Expenditwre. £ s. d. 

Oct 27. Loan to Bakewell 20 
Dec. 14. Loan to Woobnm 

Green, High- 

Wycombe ... 50 

Balance in hand ••• ... 5 6 7 



£75 6 7 



James Henbt Chance, 
Wm. Jno. Nichols. 



ASSETS OF THE OHAFEL BELIEF FUND. 

Loans now ont :~ 

Glossop ... ... ... ..« 

Welverhampton «• 

Blozwich ... M« ••• 

Birmingham ... ... .- 

Sonldem... ... ... ... 

Bakewell 

Woobnm Green ... 



£ 


s. 


d. 


30 








50 








50 








50 








15 








20 








60 








£255 









DONDON CIBCUIT. 
ADAM STBEET CHUBCH. 
It has been before noted that, on 
account of the lease of the building 
expiring, in which this church, for 
the last eighteen years or more, has 
worshipped, and not being able 
to find another place in the neigh- 
bourhood, the church was compelled, 
at the end of last March, to break up 
its union as a people. About thirty 
members were tiius lost to the circuit, 
only six being able to unite with 
other churches in the circuit, on 
account of distance. Most of the 
members have expressed their sorrow 
for these circumstances ; yet, where 
things cannot be overruled, they must 
be borne ; so those who cannot now 
unite with us as a people, have to 
bear the cross of being parted from 
those they loved in church union. 

On Tuesday, July 30th, a goodly 
number of the members of this once 



united church met at the house of 
Brother Eldridge, South Molten 
Street, Oxford Street, in order to ex- 
press to Brother Lord, their late 
minister, their affection and sym- 
pathy, and to give evidence of the 
same. This was altogether unknown 
to Brother Lord; but the members, 
knowing that their late minister was 
now about to leave the circuit of 
which they had once formed a part, 
they felt it to be a fitting opportunity 
to give to him a mark of the respect 
in which he was still held by them. 
For this purpose most of the persons 
who formed the late church in Adam 
Street had contributed to the pur- 
chase of a beautiful timepiece, in the 
front of which is placed a plate, with 
the following inscription : — 

" Presented to the Bev. John Lord, 
by the members and friends of Adam 
Street Chapel, as a small token of 
their regard and esteem. July 30th, 
1872." 

Brother J. H. Chance had pro- 
mised to make the presentation to 
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MISGBLLANSOUS. 



Brother Lord, bat he not being able 
to be present on account of other im- 
portant engagements, Sister Eldridge 
uncovered ti^e timepiece, and Brother 
Eldridge, as the elder member of the 
church, made the presentation in a 
most impressive manner. He referred 
to the lamentable circumstances that 
had caused the church to be broken 
up, and therefore led to their separa- 
tion from the circuit. He said that 
the respect for Brother Lord, as the 
circuit minister, was shared in by aU, 
and, though there were a few who 
took exception to such a manner as 
the present of showing their affection, 
yet he could say, from what he knew, 
that Brother Lord was, and is still, 
held in high respect by all. It was 
now, with much pleasure, that, in the 
midst of present circumstances, it fell 
to his duty to take any part in the 
presentation of that evening. He 
therefore presented to Brother, and 
he might say Sister, Lord also, the 
timepiece, as a small token of the 
truly Christian respect in which they 
were both held by the members and 
friends of the late Church that wor- 
shipped in Adam Street, and it was 
with tiiehope that both Brother and 
Sister Lord might long be spared to 
look upon it with pleasure. 

Brother Lord, in a few words, ex- 
pressed his thanks to the friends for 
their kind and, he believed, truly 
Christian affection to himself and his 
beloved wife. He said that, during 
the three years and a half he had 
had the privilege of preaching to 
them as a church, he was happy to 
say that the kind spirit shown to him 
had often been an encouragement in 
his duty ; and now that the time was 
drawing near when they must be 
parted, not only in relationship of 
church and minister — for that had 
really taken place— but when many 
miles might part them; yet he had 
confidence that, in true affection, 
they would never be parted. He 
then referred to the peculiarity of the 
separated ministry in the Wesleyan 
Reform Churches, and expressed a 
hope that the way of Ihrovidence 
would be made clear. He hoped 
that aU who had been members of 
the Adam Street Church, and who, 
on account of distance, cannot get to 



any of our other churches, will at 
once connect themselves with the 
people of God in other Christian 
communions. 

Brother Lord then engaged in 
prayer, and the brethren and sisters 
separated, much pleased with the 
character of the meeting. 



THE MIND. 
The mind is the same wherever it is, 
and if it is kept healthy and untram- 
melled, its very existence implies 
growth. It is not, as the common 
system of education would imply, a 
passive accumulation, an edifice built 
of hewn materials, industriously 
gathered, but a spirit plant, nou- 
rished and increased by its own in- 
ward economy, 

JEALOUSY. 
Jealousy may be either base or 
honourable, tender or hard, soft and 
gentle, or wild and ungovernable. 
It is a compound passion, regulated 
by character and circumstances. The 
man who really loves, will be jealous 
of his wife's honour, and take care 
that it shall not be through any con- 
duct of his that she shall be tempted 
to make him jealous. A meaner- 
aouled man doubts good in others. 

LOVE OF SIN. 
Sometimes there appears a scuffle 
between Satan and a carnal heart ; 
but it is a mere cheat, like the fight- 
ing of two fencers on a stage. You 
would think at first they were in 
earnest, but observing how wary 
they are where they hit one another, 
you would soon know they do not 
mean to kill. — OurndlL 

TIME. 
Time, the most precious of all posses- 
sions, is commonly the least prized. 
It is, like health, regretted when gone, 
bat rarely improved when present. 
We know it is irrecoverable, yet throw 
it wantonly away. We know it is 
fleet, yet fail to catch the current 
moment. It is the span of life, and 
while we never properly occupy its 
limits, we nevertheless murmur at 
their narrowness. , ^^^.^ 
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WE ALL DO FADE AS A LEAP. 

Tbbt gradual, yery beantifdl, is the trangition of Nature from the sleep of 
Winter into the fall, tender, yet vigoroas life of Spring. The woods, 
hedgerows, and shrabs, which have stood bare and brown against the 
stormy winter skies for so many weeks, begin to show signs of fresh life, 
and yery soon the hard bnds swell, and when the winds, showers, and 
snn of March and April haye exerted their inflaence, the trees are again 
covered with tender yoong leaves, and the fresh beanty of Natnre*s new 
year is fall of promise and joy. Soon the bine skies of May, the hot sans 
of Jane and Jaly perform their work, blossoms burst forth, pass away, 
and the young fruits begin to grow, till the Autamn days come, the iruits 
ripen, are gathered into the gamer, and the wild, gusty winds begin to 
shake the brown, sere leaves from the branches, and the brief, beautiful, 
and- useful hours of life are over. Nature has passed through another 
cycle, the earth is a year older, and a fresh chapter is written in its mo- 
mentous history. 

We all do fade as a leaf, passing through the young life beauty of the 
spring, maturiog force and energy in life's summer, and in the autumn, 
when the fruit of the year is the best testimony of labour and effort, the 
chill breath of the summoning angel falls upon our flesh, and, as the faded 
leaf drops from the branch, so we fall in the dusty path of life, the open 
grave receives us, and the old accustomed place shall know us no more 
for ever. 

We all do fade as a leaf. It is no immature life, no type of blight and 
sadden death, but the leaf has stood through the passing seasons, doing 
its work in the great system of nature; and frail though its structure may 
be, however violent the tempest and the wind, it has been secure, sup- 
ported, and ministered to, and, when its office is accomplished, when it 
gradually becomes dry and hard, and is incapable of farther use or benefit, 
it loses its hold on the branch, and fluttering in the wind is borne to the 
ground, where, trodden under foot, it becomes incorporated with the soil, 
and serves to renew the exhausted forces of nature, passing to a fresh 
phase of life and service in the natural economy. 

So, fading as the leaf fades, our decay is no mere arbitrary law of 
extinction, but the graceful and harmonious working of a perfect and 
divinely ordained system. Man, forfeiting an earthly immortality, drawing 
upon his offending head the unalterable decree of death, causes no rending 
convulsion in the system of nature, no manifestation of overwhelming 
wrath against his sin, but his punishment and God's purpose are adapted 
to the system of nature, without any violent or appalling outward manifes- 
tation of wrath and ruin. The decree is death, but we have no sudden 
and tragic extinction of the human race ; for though thunderbolts may be 
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appropriate agents in the hands of mythological gods, they are far from 
characteristic types of the inflexible justice and divine grandeur of the 
one living God. So, graceful, beautiful, infinitely sad and touching 'in 
the decay of vigoar, life, and Hope, man passes from the scene of his sin, 
joy, and sorrow, meeting at ouce the penalty of sin, and the reward of 
the deeds done in the flesh. No bolts here, no avenging swords, but a 
gradual dissolution, a dissolving of old ties, a slackening of bonds and 
customs, a decay of pride and vigour, a graduated descent into the m^. 
evitable grave. 

We all do fade as a leaf. The days and months have left their impress 
upon the leaf, its young green has darkened, and the autumn suns hav^ 
changed its colour to sere, grey, deep orange, bronze, or red, and the 
touch of dissolution has been one of beauty, and all in harmony with the 
surrounding aspect of nature. So in the passing away of man we have si 
gradual decay of force, appetite, and desire. The temptations of youth 
and manhood are succeeded by a peaceful calm ; the. strength and vigour: 
of the body ceases to be a boast, and the grey hairs of age are^held in 
reverence and esteem. The brow, once broad and calm, bears lines of 
sorrow, thought, and care ; the eye, once indicative of hope and daring 
Inspiration, expresses submission and chastened desire ; and the whole 
bearing, once so proud a^d firm, betokens the decline of earthly confidence 
and hope. Life has passed its meridian, the certain grave is at hand, and,- 
earth has lost its most attractive hold on body and mind, while in thoi 
treasury of heaven, where neither moth nor rust corrupt, nor thieves, 
break in» there are laid up many gems, too rare and pure for earth. ^ 

So we all do fade as the leaf; we pass from our accustomed place, and 
to the earth we cease to be ; for we have done with it, our labours Me 
every and it shall know us no more for ever. E. Lahplougu. ^ 



LESSON XII.—JOHN'S LAST TESTIMONY TO CHBIST. , 

John iii. 22-36. 
Ohbist had now finished His excellent discourse with Nicodemus. After 
Jesus had conversed with Nicodemus He went into the country parts of 
JudaBa, or, as Jerusalem was in the land of. Judsea, it may mean that h» 
went into a part of the land of Judasa, at some djistance from the capitaL 
dty. The land of Judsea is sometimes used to denote the southern part* 
of Palestine. Judaea is a province of Asia, called anciently Canaan, Pales-) 
tine, the Land of Promise, the Land of Israel, and lastly the Land o* 
Jud«a. (See Gen. xvii. 8 ; Ex. xv. 14; Heb xi. 9 ; 2 Kings v. 2; Mattj 
ii. 6.) The nature of its climate is mild, hot days are often succeeded^ 
by very cold nights. The soil was noted for its gi^^t^ife^b*i^§bo5l^ ^* 



JOXN^S hABX TSfiTIM<»rf TO 0H&I8T. HI 

dples were with Jesus in this jonmey. A disciple is a learner, or seholar, 
lb follower of Christ. Jesus tarried with His disciples and baptized* 
Baptism is an ordinance instituted by Christ as in which by the applica* 
tion of water in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, is set forth the necessity of the soul to be cleansed from all cor-^ 
raption of sin, ^< by the washing of regeneration, and the renewing of the, 
Holy Ghost." (Matt zxviii. 19 ; Titos iii. 5.) We learn that Christi 
did not baptize in His own person, bat His disciples. (John iv. 2.) 

'' While Jeans was thus employed in Jndasa, John continued still ta 
preaeh to the people, and to baptize them into the faith of Him who now 
appeared openly among them." (Dr. Guyse.) '< John was baptizing in. 
Enon, near to Salim, because there was much water there." Enon, a. 
place in Galilee, near the Jordan. Salim, a place in the tribe of Manasseh, 
on the river Jordan, about fifty miles north-east of Jerusalem, near to. 
Enon. Here there was much water. The Jewish custom required the 
person to stand in the water. In a note on this Enon, Dr. Guyse observes, 
<« Expositors are much at a loss about this Enon^ because it is nowhere 
dse mentioned in Scripture, ner found in the geography of the ancients ;; 
some apprehend it was on one side of the Jordan^ and others on the 
other; some think that it was a town or dty, others that it was a riveri 
and others that it was a laige tract of ground full of fresh springs, and 
small riynlets of water ; and that as Enon signifies a fountain, so the 
words because there was much watery or more literally, beccmse there were 
many waterSf give the etymology of the word Enon, or why the place 
ijTas so called, rather than the reason why John baptized there. Tha 
argumeDt therefore drawn from hence for baptizing by dipping, is very 
nocertain, because none of these rivulets might be deep enough for that 
purpose: and because such an open country, overspread with small 
streams, was very convenient for baptizing large multitudes, placed in 
proper order by way of pouring water upon them." 

^ John was not yet cast into prison." Herod imprisoned John a few 
months after this. Enon is supposed to be in Herod*s territories. It 
was Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great, who cast John into 
prison. (See Matt. xiv. 8-12.) 

^' Then there arose a question between eome of John's disciples and the 
Jews abont purifying." John's disciples were those that were baptized 
by him. It is veiy probable that the Jews here referred to were persons 
who had received baptism from the disciples of Christ during His persiHial 
presence or under His authority. The dispute was about the difference 
between John's baptism and Christ's, as to which was the most efficacious 
toward purifying, or it may have included the legal and phatisaical puri* 
fications, that had been long in use among the Jews. Dean Alford gives 
this verse thus : '< Then there arose a question on the part of John's dis* 
ciples with a Jew about purifying." 

The disciples of John who had been disputing with the ^^^(^^[^^^ 
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came to John. They addressed him as " Rabbi," owning him as their 
master or teacher. Their object might be to get from John a decision on 
the subject of purifyiog. They spoke to him about Jesus. Some have 
thought that they showed great envy of spirit against Jesus because more 
appeared to follow Christ than there did John, and they said, " All men 
come to Him.'* The light manner of their reference to Christ as, " He 
that was with thee beyond Jordan," and ** To whom thou bearest wit- 
ness," so as not even to call Him by name, is given as the reason for the 
charge of envy on their part. Let us not cherish such a feeling towards 
Christians not of our Church, but love all who love our Lord Jesus Christ* 
Jordan is a river. Its ordinary breadth is about sixty feet. Its name is: 
derived from Jor, a spring, and Dan, a town near its source. It abounds 
with fish. John Ashworth remarks in his '< Walks in Canaan," — '< Being 
anxious to stand at the very place where one part of the Jordan takes its 
rise, we found our way through a thicket of tall oleanders, fig-trees, and 
compact brushwood, and were amply repaid for our labours; for we 
beheld, bursting from the base of moss-covered rocks, a large fountain, 
pouring forth an immense torrent of pure water, forming at first a small? 
lake, then rushing down its broken bed of lime rock, and then joining 
another stream below. It is not easy to form a conception of the vast 
torrent, rushing out of this mysterious fountain every moment. It is 
thought by some travellers to be the largest in Syria, or the world, by 
others, not equal to the source of the Abana at Figeh." The meaning of 
the words '* Beyond Jordan " is a place on the east side of Jordan. John: 
bare witness to Christ when he was teaching the people. (John i. 29.) 
These disciples of John said, '< Christ baptizeth, and all men come to: 
Him." They might have thought that this would sink the credit of 
John their master in the estimation of the people, and they might be 
troubled to think that any other should arise to lessen John their teacher 
by taking the people from Him. 

John did not encourage this disputing spirit in his disciples. It is not 
often that much good is the result of this kind of spirit, either to the 
persons fostering it, or to those against whom it is manifest. John dis^ 
played much humility, faithfulness, and integrity in his answer. " A man 
can receive nothing except it be given him from heaven." We ought not 
to assume anything to ourselves. All we have that is good is from 
heaven. How we ought to use our all for God, and heaven I Not hide 
our talents, but use them for good in the glory of Grod. 

It was now needful that John should remind his disciples of what he 
had said to them before. This appeal was to awaken their own mind to 
receive still more light concerning both himself and the Lord Jesu^ 
Christ. "Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not tbe 
Christ, but that I am sent before Him." John owns himself as " The 
voice of one crying, Prepare ye the way of the Lord," but he was not the 



Lord. He never pretended t j be the Christ. He said, ** I am not the 



Christ." (John i. 20.) John was Christ's forerunner.^ 
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He that hath the hride is the bridegroom. The church, or congregation 
of be]ieTers, is called the bride. (2 Cor. xi. 2 ; Rev, xxi. 2.) Jesus 
Christ is meant by the bridegroom. (Matt. xxii. 2, &c. ; Rey. xix. 7.) John 
puts himself as the friend of the bridegroom : he standeth, and heareth 
Him as a servant ; he rejoiced greatly to bear the voice of the bride- 
groom. This was the fulness of his joy — not that his disciples should 
be jealous of his personal honour before the people ; his honour was 
lost in the fact that Christ was honoured. What a fine example I May 
we follow it. It was the custom in the East for both the bride and bride- 
groom to have a friend or person to attend them on their wedding day. 
Their business was to see after all matters connected with the comfort 
of the bride and bridegroom, not only on that day, but in after life, if 
their help were ever needed. John looked upon himself in this relation 
to Christ. 

Jesus must increase, said John, but I must decrease. Yes I Jesus 
must increase in His reign, increase in His glory, increase in His heri- 
tage, till all the world is His. (Psa. ii. 8 ; 1 Cor. xv. 25 ; Phil. ii. 10, 
11.) ''John must decrease as the morning star retreats as the sun 
climbs to his meridian ; the spring gives way as the summer treads upon 
its skirts ; the servant must give way when the master comes to take 
the place that is due to him alone.'' (Dr. Cummings.) It is well for 
the servant to fall back that the Master may the better appear. Let us 
not hide the honour of Christ by our own pride, but honour Christ in 
our retirement. We are but earthen vessels that the power may be of 
God, and not of us. 

Jesus came from above. (John iii. 13.) Jesus is superior to all* 
John was originally of the earth, bom in common generation, a man. He 
felt that in his discourses and labours there was much of meanness and 
imperfection, but not so in the discourses of Christ. He spoke as never 
man spoke. He is the great and wonderful teacher. 

John here declares that Christ testifies what he had seen and heard. 
(Luke X. 22 ; Heb. i. 2 ; Heb, ii. 1,3.) Yet how few receive even the 
testimony of Christ. He said, '^ Ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life." (John v. 40.) 

How plain that it is our duty to receive the testimony of Christ 1 The 
truth of Christ in its reception does always carry its own confirmation. 
He that receives this testimony sets to his seal that God is true ; our 
Amen to the truth of Christ. God is faithful to His promise. The 
word of the Lord is tried. 

Jesus was sent into the world. He was sent of God.. (John iii. 16, 
17.) Jesus spake the words of God. The Holy Ghost was given to 
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit was not given to Christ with those 
limitations and interruptions as in the case of other messengers. The 
Spirit was not given by measure tmto Him. For Him there was ^ 
foln^ss. (Johj» i. 16 ; iii. 34.) . oomr> 

^ ^ Digitized by VjOpg IC 
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The iPather loreth the Son. He is His belored Bon. His only beloved 
Son. (Matt. xi. 27 ; Matt. iii. 17 ; Luke ix. 35 ; John t. 20, 22.) 
Jesus is the Head ot the Church and the Goyemor of the world. AH 
ihlngs are given into His hands. He is Kiko of kikgs and Lobd of 
LOBDS. (Bev. 3dx. 16.) He hath all gifts, and has gifts for men. 
There is none like Him. He is aU in all. 

[ We are all to believe in the Son. The portion of all those that believe 
in the Son is everlasting life. All that believe in ihe 8on have a 
title to everlasting life, a foretaste of everlasting life, and a pre* 
paration for it. They who reject the Son shall not see life. (Mark 
xvi. 16.) The wrath of God abideth on him. To reject Christ is not to 
notice His teaching, not to obey His word, not to love Him in the heart 
All unconverted men reject Christ I How woeful is their state ? Which 
of these states is ours ? In which of these states shall we be found at 
death ? Let us not reject Christ, but believe on Him to the saving of 
bur souls. We may set to our seal, give our evidence, bear our testimony, 
thai Qbd is true. '< Him that cometh imto Me shall in no wise be cast 
out." Come just now 1 

*' The God of love, to earth He came, 
That you might come to heaven ; 
Believe, believe, in Jesus' name ; 
And all your sin's forgiven. 

<< Believe in Him that died for thee, 
And sure as He hath died, 
Thy debt is paid, thy soul is free, 
And thou art justified." 

John Lord. 



BBIEF MEMOIB OP HENEY SHIMWELL, YOULQREAVE, 

BAXBWBLL OIRCUIT. 

Hbrby Shimwbll was bom at Youlgreave in the year 1842, and died 
onMay 2nd, 1872, aged 30 years. He was the beloved son of James 
and Ann Shimwell. His mother has been a long time a substantial and 
sincere member of the Church, and we feel confident that Henry, from a 
. child, had ever the fear of God before his eyes. 

When very young he began to attend our Sunday school, and continued 

a scholar and teacher respectively until his severe illness. 

, Being trained in the Sabbath school, and taught the word of life, he 

, became in early life the subject of serious impressions, and when fourteen 

. years of age, he, with others, cast in his lot with God's people ; a gracious 

visitation from on high visited our church, and at a prayer-meeting he 

sought and found Jesus. Commencing his Christian career in earnest, 

^- never wavered, but shone more and more unto the perfect day. WTien 
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ia hid tw^nty^seyeath year he married Rath Rowland, a metnber of tii« 
Weslejan Meihodist Society, who was to him a worthy helpmeet. Lore,- 
iMnctified hy the holy principles of Christianity, made their home happy; 
hat how soon the sweetest flowers fade, how soon the brightest yisions past 
away in this ishort-lired worid of being. '^ Roses have thorns," and the 
bee which collects honey " Wears a sting/' The finger of death writes 
separation on earthly loyes, bat the finger of God writes reunion, restora-- 
tiotif and recQgnition on the immortal life, and sobstantial pleasures in the 
heayenly inheritance. Friends are dying ; oar ranks are thinned, by deAth, 

" From the stars of heaven, and the flowers of earth 
From the pageant of power, and the voice of mirth. 
From the mists of mom on the moontain's brow, 
From childhood's song, and aflection's vow, 
From all save that o'er which the soul bears sway. 
Breathes but one record — ^Passing away." 

• In the year 1867 he came on the Bakewell Circuit plan ad an exhorter^ 
passed on trial, and remained in that position until his death. 
' Sixteen months ago he was suddenly taken with vomiting blood, and 
it was thought by some it would have terminated his earthly career, bat 
God, in his all-wise providence, ordered it otherwise. He lingered on 
for weary months, hoping and fearing, until a short time before his 
death it became evident to us all that he must soon leave us. In deep 
suffering and pain he was generally cheerful and happy. A short time 
before his death the Sheffield District Meeting was held at Ybulgreave. 
Bros. Porter, Hardy, Courtnall, Siddall, and myself visited him. Brothet 
Hardy* asked him if he was upon the rock. He smilingly replied, " I 
have been building there a many years." Prayer was offered on his 
behalf, and the Spirit's influence was with us. " No fear of death,** said 
he to Brother Thompson. 

" Lord help me !" were almost his last words ; the last hour came ; the 
sad parting ; the deith struggle ; and all was over. 

" Through the path of the thunder the chariot is gliding : 
It's drivers were angels on horses of whiteness. 
Its burning wheels turned on their axles of brightness ; 
A seraph unfolded its doors bright and shining, 
All dazzling like gold of the seventh refining. 
And the soul that came forth out of great tribulation 
Had mounted the chariot and steed of salvation.'* 

So he lived and so he died ; never here, for ever there with Jesns. 

His funeral sermon was preached to a large congregation in the Youl- 
greave Reform Chapel on Sunday evening, June 2nd, and his life and 
Christian character were summed up in the following remarks by the writer : 

" As a member of the Church, thoroughly consistent, lively, and 
punctual at the means* of grace. As a preacher, he was earnest and 
warto in his theme— Jesus crucified. Being of a retiring, dwporilion, hp 



152 BIOGRAPHT. 

ibnght rather in the rank and file than in the ' forlorn hope ;' bat being 
steady and tme, he conld be well relied upon. As a snpporter of the 
canse, he was ever ready with his portion to Qod's honse. As a son, he 
was obliging and respectfol to his parents. As a hosband, he was 
extremely affectionate, and the attachment he developed to the wife of 
his heart and choice was strong nntil death.'* 

" He was ; — ^words are wanting to say what. 
Think what a Christian shonid be— He was that." 

. Alport, J. W. Taft. 

BRIEF MEMOIR OF JANE BRICKWOOD, 

LISKEARD CIBCUIT. 

Janb Briokwood was bom in the parish of St. Germans, Cornwall. In 
the neighbonrhood of this place she lived till the time of her death. 
When yonng she was often impressed with thoughts on religioas 
subjects, but not having any one to take her by the hand, she did not 
give her heart to Gk>d until she was about forty years of age. At this 
time she was living in Tideford, in 8t. Qermans parish. She went one 
Sabbath evening to the Wesleyan Chapel. The Rev. James Jope was 
the preacher. His text was " Prepare to meet thy GodP She became 
convinced of her sins, cried to God for mercy, and was enabled to rejoice 
in the favour of God through Jesus Christ. Tliis was in the sammer of 
1848. Since this time her walk has given evidence of the fact of the 
diange. Her kindness of disposition, her depth of affection, her earnest* 
ness in religion, her readiness to help all in distress and affliction, made 
her a friend to all. In the village and neighbourhood in all kinds of 
afflictions her presence and help were sought, and ever readily given. 
She continued to work for the Lord up to three weeks before her death, 
when she was compelled to give up on account of her weakness. She 
was the subject of an attack of fever, and from her weak state by 
exhaustion in over-exertion in helpiug others in their affliction, besides 
the care of her own family, she sank under its power. In her affliction 
she was resigned. She often referred to the sufferings of her blessed 
Saviour for her, and loved to talk about the precious blood of Jesus shed 
for her. Brother Baker, of Devonport, called to see her. With this visit 
she was delighted and comforted. She kissed her children and grand- 
children that were present, and then her happy spirit took its flight to 
the land where 

** No chilling wind, or poisonous breath, 
Can reach that hesdthfol shore ; 
Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 
Are felt and fear'd no more.*' 

This was on Sabbath, February I9th, 1872. She was in her 64th 

year. She leaves a husband and family deeply feeling their Ios8» bnt 

who ftre comforted in her gain. Digitized by L^OOgie 



StJHDAT flOBOOL 00LT7MN. 



1«3 



S^va^t^z Sfilaal €0lttmii« 

THE NECESSITY OF UNION AND 

CO-OPEBATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

TEACHERS. 

Fellow teachers, our work is of para- 
monnt importance. If parliament, 
bishops, clergy, ministers, and laity, 
educated and non-edacated, are dis- 
cussing the principles of secular edu- 
cation, then what ought we to do in 
this noble work of evangelising the 
world ? 

Oar cause outweighs all price. 

Combined co-operation has dug our 
canals, contrived our machinery, con- 
structed our railways, built our mills, 
fixed our telegraphs, passed our re- 
form bills, bought our liberties, won 
for us free trade, and knocked off the 
fetters of the slave. If combined 
efforts have cut through rocks and 
mountains, levelled valleys, and 
smoothed the fiery tempers of men 
who stood against its steady progress, 
what power on earth or in hell shall 
withstand the combined efforts of the 
Sunday School teachers? Their 
cause is divine. 

But instead of combining our ef- 
forts, we keep aloof from each other. 
Bickering and finding fault with 
each other. Yet our time being short, 
ought to be better employed than in 
picking holes in each other's coats. 

Fellow- worker, we have malignant 
foes to combat with, who are not 
easily daunted. 

In a class of eight or ten children we 
shall find that they are nearly all of 
different dispositions. 

1st. Sulky, suUen, gloomy, and 
obstinate. 

2nd. Sharp, quick, and well-in- 
formed. 

3rd. Good-natured, loving, and 
affectionate. 

4th. Slow in thought and motion. 

6th. Touchy and nervous. 

6th. Cunning, mischievous, and 
trickplaying. 

If our classes are like the above, 
do we not need the assistance of each 
other, so we may be able to take hold 
of their varied (fispositions and mould 
them in the principles of the Gospel. ? 

The cooling influences of families 



and companions blight the seed as 
we sow it. 

For example, a female is lively, 
gay, and frolicsome, but under the 
influence of gospel teaching, the 
Spirit applies the troth to her heart, 
and she desires to become a disciple 
of Jesus. 

She is told by her friends that she 
is getting low-spirited and must get 
into company. So music-halls, thea* 
tres, or some other places of enter- 
tainment are suggested as places to 
brighten up her drooping spirits, and 
restore her to that sporting humour 
she formerly enjoyed. She goes, and 
her desires flee. 

This is frequently the case, and it 
darkens the mind, stupefies the will, 
and hardens the heart. 

The facilities to get intoxicating 
liquors, and the attractions brought 
to bear by fine painted bars, cush- 
ioned seats, singing, music, &c., fas- 
cinate the mind ; and into these dens 
of inftimy, they are slipping from our 
fingers by tens of thousands ; besides 
the mighty force of hell, composed 
of four armies, principalities, powers, 
rulers of darkness of this world, and 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 

If we examine and calculate the 
sagacity, strength, agility, and deter- 
mination of our foes, we must feel 
the necessity of co-operation. 

For "they go about like roaring 
lions, seeking whom they may de- 
vour," and we must be careful that 
we lay no stumbling-blocks for our 
classes to fall over into eternal ruin. 
They will notice the company we 
keep, and if they see us at panto- 
mimes, music-halls, dancing rooms, 
gaming places, and dram shops ; we 
may be well-informed, have a good 
idea of our lessons, and have the tact 
to give instruction, yet the good we 
do will be small; they will say: 
" Teacher goes." 

If they do not say it to our face, 
they will think. 

A girl, one Sabbath, sitting in her 
class turned to her teacher, and 
said : " Is it wrong to go to the pan- 
tomime? " The teacher blushed. After 
a few questions and answers, she 
looked again at her teacher and said, 
" Was not teacher there ? " 

If we stand against the Rowing 
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evilB of the a^e, we most work toge- 
ther and convince the village that we 
love each other. 

If the schools in the neiffhhoar- 
hood would join together and oecome 
one army to meet the enemy, it 
would have an effect on the minde of 
those around us, and the children 
would feel the influence on their 
hearts, seeing the mutual intercourse 
amongst us. 

. And for the hotter carrying out of 
these meetings, let a few rules he 
drawn up, in order to keep the meet- 
ing in a proper track, so that no sub- 
ject be brought forward that is likely 
to injure the meeting. 

Let the representatives of the 
school meet once a month, in order 
to consult with each other about the 
best methods of conducting** the 
schools, and to encourage, strengthen, 
And pray one for another that our la- 
bours may prove successful; and that 
we hold a quarterly session for spe- 
cial prayer, so that our labour be not 
in vain in the Lord. 

Appoint two persons to visit the 
different schools once a quarter. 

Each school to have a weekly or 
fortnightly teachers' meeting. At 
these meetings each teacher to speak 
their mind about their class, make 
inquiries concerning their lessons, 
and seek for the best principles to 
work by, so that the classes may be 
J^ept in order; stimulating each other 
to be in earnest in the work, praying 
•with and for one another, so that we 
may better fulfil our duty. I know that 
there are practical difficulties in the 
way of keeping up a weekly teachers' 
meeting ; there are only six week-day 
evenings. One is taken up for class - 
meeting; second for preaching; third, 
meeting for prayer ; and most places 
have an experience meeting on Satur- 
day evenings. 

K the Sunday school is to occupy 
a fifth evening, then only one remains 
for other things; so that this ques- 
tion of time is the gravest obstacle in 
the way of carrying out these meet- 
ings with effect. Yet the importance 
ofthe work is great, and the more we 
weigh its greatness, the less we shall 
thiiSc of its difficulties. 

Think of the class composed of im- 
p^ortal beings, and to a great extent 



their well-being here and hereafter 
depends on us. 

A combination of teachers for the 
purpose of mutual improvement is a 
blessed work. 

. It is a great mistake when a teacher 
isolates himself from his fellows. If 
his own ideas and plans are good ones, 
he owes them to his fellow teachers ; 
if he gains nothing at such meetings, 
he proves a blessing to those who 
meet. However giFted or learned 
you may be, there is much to learn 
which is frequently learnt by inter- 
change of thought with iliose working 
in the same field. Bright minds will 
learn something from the humblest 
worker. 

If these meetings be properly car- 
ried out, they will prove a blessing to 
the schools ; they will be a means of 
stimulating each other to search the 
Scriptures and to dig for knowledge. 

In one hour thus spent for Sab- 
bath work together, we may learn 
more than in three hours by our- 
selves. 

We must seek close communion 
with God, and with His Son Jesus 
Christ, never resting without the co- 
operation of the Holy Spirit. And 
remember we must ha.ve closet devo- 
tion. "When thou pray est, enter 
"into thy closet : and when thou hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret, and thy Father 
which seeth in secret, shall reward 
thee openly." 

This is the sacred spot where the 
earnest teacher drinks and imbibes 
the love of the Saviour. The more 
you have of this fire the greater will 
DC your love and attachment to yonr 
class. With glowing holy feeUngs 
you enter there, ready to bid each 
** good morning," and to give each a 
hearty shake of the hand. This will 
melt the stony heart and subdue the 
stubborn will. The class will recipro- 
cate such a reception and manifest it 
by their behaviour, and attention to 
their lessons. You have been search- 
ing most of the week for information, 
so that you might be able to illus- 
trate the lesson with effect. One 
teacher in your weekly meeting open- 
ed a field for thought on the lesson. 
As you meditated in the field, or 
walking by the way, you were jick- 
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ing np thoughts, then in secret plead- 
ing, till every word is steeped in the 
water of life ; under the influence of 
the Holy Ghost you go through the 
lesson, the class feels the influence 
and drinks in the truth as thirsty 
land drinketh in water. 

^lien the teacher manifests a love 
to his class, and treats them with a 
sympathetic hand they will remark 
to each other, 

" How kuid and loving is teacher." 

Two girls, one Sahbath afternoon, 
returning together from school, Jane 
broke the silence. 

" Clara, if I am not removed into 
another class,' I shall leave school." 

"You must not say so, Jane." 

" Clara, your teacher is loving and 
Mnd, but mine is proud and stingy, 
and I appear to stink in her nose, be- 
cause I am not as well dressed as the 
others. Anne and Elizabeth she 
always takes to her side ; their fea- 
thers and flowers are so fine ,* but I am 
to sit at the bottom of the class, and 
none will hardly sit by me.*' 

In my visitations I have found 
some who have left the school through 
'such treatment ; and one told me she 
would never go again. My fellow- 
teachers, this ought not to be. We 
must take by the hand those who are 
poor and illiterate, and show by our 
conduct that we love them. 

Whatever subject we take up, our 
. end should be the conversion of our 
class; using every means in our 
power to draw them from the snares 
.of the wicked, and lead them to the 
Church of Christ. 

My fellow-labourers, we need more 
of that spirit which characterised the 
ancient Christians. ** They were all 
with one accord in one place: and 
suddenly there came a sound from 
. heaven as of a rushing mighty wind. 
. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance." 

Again, they were met together in 

the house of Mary the mother of 

John. Peter was kept in prison, 

; but prayer was made without ceasing 

for him. 

So We mtlst be united in our prayer 
and labours, apd great will be our 
■&ncto6ss, 



So^^g our seed by all waters, not 
knowing which shall prosper. . 

''They that sow in tears shall reap 
in joy." 

" He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
less come again with rejoicing bring- 
ing his sheaves with him." 

THE USEFUL AND THE USELESS. 
Matt. XXV. 14-31. 

A RBFEBBNCE is here made to an 
eastern master going from home, and 
entrusting his property to his ser- 
vants. They were, probably, men of 
various capacities, as artisans, and 
farmers, and those skilful in trade. 

Jesus, dear young Mends, when 
He left His disciples, gave them 
various talents, and also gave them 
-all the encouragement for them to 
labour faithfully for Him, and then 
they would receive a glorious reward. 
•Let us.look at this subject under two 
headings, viz. : — 

I. The Useful Servant.^We find 
that the servant who received the 
five talents, when called to account 
by his master, had gained other five, 
and therefore he received the " Well 
done" from the lips of his master. 
What a comfort it is to think that, 
when we have laboured faithfully, 
we receive such assurance from our 
Master of receiving a crown that 
fadeth nx)t away ! 

A littie boy was always to be found 
in his class at his Sunday School. 
When any of the schoolfellows in his 
class could not find out the chapter 
or hymn, he would try to help such, 
instead of laughing at them. When 
any of his schoolfellows were ill, he 
would take his Bible, and visit such, 
and read a chapter to them. This 
little boy spent his pence in buying 
tracts, and gave them away to the 
old, as well as the young, instead of 
spending them in sweetmeats. But, 
alas! his stay was very short: he 
was soon tanen from this world: 
soon was his mission finished, and 
he was taken to heaven. 

II. The Useless Servant. — ^We are 
told in this parable that one servant 
went and hid his Lord's money. 
-When he was called to give account, 
he began to make ei^cmsesr tot this 
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would in nowise allow Mm to get 
free, for he was ''cast into, outer 
darkness." 

Dear young friends, make the very 
best use you can of what talent you 
possess ; let your life be one of prac- 
tical usefulness, and you will be use* 
ful in your day and generation. What 
do talents represent? viz.: Time, 
education, money, inflaence. Sunday 
School scholars ought to show that 
they are different from those who 
never attend such a place as the 
Sunday School. Mary, Bessie, and 
Sarah, may do more good if they 
only try. So may John and William. 
You can all use your talent well if 
you only try. May you be useful 
servants, and then you will hear 
from the Great King— viz. : Jesus — 
** Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant." Seek Jesus now. Have 
your sins washed away before it is 
too late. Be up and doing, and con- 
secrate your best days to the ^aviour, 
and in nowise will you lose your re- 
ward. Amen. Thomas Heath, Jun. 

Plymouth. 



MB. ISAAC HOLDEN ON BEUGIOUS 
SECTS. 

He gloried in there being a hundred 
different sects in England. Many 
Roman Catholic gentlemen in Italy, 
in Spain, and in France, had often 
taunted him with the fact, but his 
reply had been, " Would to God it 
were so in your country." Why did he 
say so ? It would have been a proof 
of the freedom of human thought; for 
no sooner do we obtain freedom to 
think and to express our thoughts on 
religions questions, than by some 
mysterious element in our nature, we 
all pass away into divergent paths. 
. One holds one opinion and another 
holds another, but all are responsible 
in the presence of God to search for 
what was the right religion, and to 
follow it. The very fact of these 
various faiths existing in this country 
effectually prevented the predomi- 
. nance of any one of tiiem, and, there- 
fore, secured to England perfect reli- 
gious liberty. 



^tltfurns Itttillijme* 

WESLEYAN EEFOBM UNION 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Held at 8, Exeter Hall, on Friday, 

September 13th, 1872. 

The Brethren present were T. H. 

Richard, P. Parker, M. Nash, Thos. 

Chamberlain, and J. Lord. 

Brother M. Nash was elected 
chairman. 

The meeting was opened by Bro. 
P. Parker engaging in prayer. 
. The minutes of the Committee 
Meeting held in Middlesboro', Aug. 
14, were read and confirmed. 

The correspondence was read. 

The following brethren replied to 
the Agenda : — E. Benson, J. Butler, 
J. Packett, R Porter, J. Parker, W. 
Nott, E. Courtnall, J. Neal, S. Here- 
man, and W. Wilkinson. 

Resolved, — That the Secretary 
write to Mr. J. Dupee and inform 
him of the resolution of the Com- 
mittee Meeting, August 14th, in refer- 
ence to the loan made to himself and 
others on behalf of the Wolverhamp- 
ton Chapel. 

Resolvedy — That the salaries, 
board, and railway expenses of mis- 
sionaries be paid, amounting to ^25 
3s. lOd. 

Resolved,^ThB,i the trade bills be 
paid. 

Resolved.'^Thfi.i Brother Rowling 
be appointed to the Norfolk District 
until the end of October next. 

Resolved, — That the Secretary 
write to S. Jarrold, Esq., of Norwich, 
thanking him for his kind ofibr of 
j£10 per year for three years, on con- 
dition that Brother Rowling should 
be appointed to labour in our Church 
there for three years ; but also stating 
that the Committee have not power 
to make such an appointment, their 
term of office being only yearly. 

Resolvedf'-Thfit the appointment 
of Brother Lewis be left with the 
Secretary, there being at present no 
application for his labours. 

Resolved,— Th^i £25 be paid from 
the Book Room as a moiety o^ ^^ 
jeso borrowed from the Mission 
Fund. 

The Secretary of the X^ondon Pis* 
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trict haying reported that the Dis- 
trict Committee had ceased all action 
in regard to the mission work in the 
district. 

Besolvedf — That the management 
of the mission work for the London 
district be undertaken by the General 
Committee. 

A letter having been received from 
Brother J. Parker, giving the reasons 
for his not being present, and stating 
the pleasure he should have had in 
moving a resolution of which he had 
given notice, 

Resolved, — ^That his declaration 
of purpose to move a resolution, of 
which he had given proper notice, 
be received as his act in moving the 
same. The resolution was as fol- 
lows: — 

Resolvedy-^lLhsX the whole time 
and services of Brother Lord be en- 
gaged by this Committee, at a salary 
of ^100 a year (including the jg25 
voted at the Delegate Meeting), com-> 
menoing from the 29th of September, 
18 72 . Three months' notice on either 
side to determine the engagement. 
That one half of the salary be paid 
by the Union, and the other half 
from the Mission Fund, and that the 
Committee make such arrangements 
for bis labour as they deem neces- 
sary. 

Resolved, — That Brother Lord 
write to the Secretary of the London 
Circuit, informing them that the Com- 
mittee cannot at present appoint a 
missionary for twelve months, but 
will render such help as is in their 
power on application from the Cir- 
cuit for the labours of a missionary ; 
also to state that Brolher E. Lewis 
will be at liberty for an appointment 
on the 5th of October, and that the 
Committee have engaged the services 
of Brother Lord for one year. Either 
of the brethren can be appointed to 
the Circuit on application. 

Resolved, — That the Secretary 
write to the Deddington Circuit and 
offer his services to them in their 
present circumstances, for one or two 
weeks after the 29th day of Septem* 
ber. 

Resolved, — That the Secretary 
have power to draw from the Book 
Steward a number of the Magazines, 
not exceeding twelve per mouth, for 



free distribution in the interest of the 
Union. 

The Book Steward read the ac- 
count of the sale of Hymn Books, 
&c., for the month, showing a small 
increase in the receipts compared 
with August of last year. 

Brother Chamberlain concluded 
the meeting with prayer. J. L. 

WESLETAN BEFOBM UNION. 

Since the Delegate Meeting held in 
<he month of August last, it has been 
the object of the General Secretary 
to urge on the attention of all the 
Local or Circuit Secretaries, the im- 
portance of more earnest effort, in or- 
der to promote the work of God in 
the Churches, and to manifest an in- 
creased interest in the prosperity of 
the Union. The attention of all our 
circuit meetings has been asked to 
the matter of increasing the sale of 
our hymn books, both for the public 
service and in our Sabbath schools. 
The magazine, it is needful, if possi- 
ble, that all our members, both of the 
churches and congregation, should 
take it; and that it should have a 
place among the other magazines 
sold to our teachers and scholars 
connected with the Sunday schools. 
Why should its sale not be doubled 
this year? It may be, if all will take 
an interest in it. 

The Secretary of the Union has 
been much encouraged by receiving a 
letter from one of the circuit secre- 
taries, who writes : " In reply to yours 
of the 19 th of August, I reciprocate 
the desire of your heart, specially for 
your own circuit's prosperity ; and 
sincerely trust you will have to re- 
port next year a flourishing state o{ 
the Union throughout the country. I 
have bought several magazines extra 
for general distribution among the 
members, and other friends of the 
circuit. We have sold a good num- 
ber of hjmm-books in the circuit. I 
have given an order for several ex- 
tra numbers of September maga- 
zine, that I may distribute them 
in our circuit quarterly meeting, and 
• hope thereby to secure constant 
subscriptions for them. I will try to 
induce each church secretary to bring 
them specially beforf th^^^n^ch of 
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which he is secretary, as well as en^ 
deavom* to induce all to purchase a 
respectable hymn book. I think I 
shall be able, this coming Christmas, 
or when the cards come, to do some- 
thing for the mission fimd. (This cir- 
cuit has not, as yet, taken cards for 
the mission.) By the bye, our next 
circuit meeting is the time for the 
election of circuit officers, and I 
cannot say whether I shall again be 
elected ; but as I have how got into 
the working of the whole thing, I 
should like it again, that I may do 
more good for the Union in a monetary 
sense. I will send a report of our 
circuit meeting." It is desirable that 
all our circuit secretaries should feel 
and act in this way. Let us work to- 
gether as brethren in the cause of ouz 
Lord Jesus Christ. Any information 
in the pov^er of the secretary to give 
will be most cheerfully given to any 
circuit or church desiring it. 

Ashhy -de-la- Z ouch Circuit. — ^Ibstock 
Wesleyan Reform Chapel. — " On Sun- 
day, July 14th, we held our Sunday 
school anniversary. Two most excel- 
lent sermons were preached by Bro- 
ther Devine, when a gracious influence 
was felt by all. The weather was very 
unfavourable in the afternoon, and the 
congregation was but small. In the 
evening the weather was more favour- 
able, and the chapel was falL The 
collections very good. 

'*0n the Monday we had a public 
tea meeting, and also the children's 
treat. 112 sat down to tea, exclusive 
of teachers and friends connected with 
the school. After tea, teachers, friends, 
and children went and eigoyed them- 
selves in a field kindly lent by Capt. 
Brown, making the afternoon and 
evening quite a holiday. The pro* 
ceeds of the collections and the tea 
meeting amounted to £11 10s. " 

Worcezter. — " You will see we are 
reduced to a very low condition, but 
we have much to encourage us to 
press on. I am happy to say that 
since we opened our present place of 
wondiip, many have been bom of 
God, and some of the worst of cha- 
racters. Many have died and have 
left blessed testimonies of their going 
to be with the Lord ; one is a venr 
sefol and acceptable preacher with 



us at the present time. We ha;ve 
also had many removals. But we 
trust the Lord will again be pleased 
to look on us in mercy, and tiiat we 
shall again see a revival of His work 
among us." 

Botherham and Mexhro'—'' Our cir- 
cuit is still on the increase, and I 
hope that the present year will be a 
year of great prosperity to the Union. 
The mission work, in my opinion, is 
a very important subject, and I shall 
be most happy if sometMng can be 
done in order to make it more effi^ 
cient, and we shall most cheerfully do 
all we can to support it." 

West Bromwioh Circuit, — "I ani 
most happy to inform you that Bro^ 
ther Rowling's labours have been 
made a great blessing B,i Black Hsath 
in this circuit. Seven souls have 
professed to find peace through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
i^ould have liked him to stay longer 
with us if he could have done so." 

Wihsey. — " In reference to the maga- 
zine, we are doinff our best, both is^ 
the Sabbath schools and in the 
churches. In the circuit we are cry- 
ing out for a revival of God's work 
in aU the churches. Special prayer- 
meetings are being held." 

Lisheard. — "You ask for my co- 
operation during the next year. Well, 
God helpins me, you shall have it. I 
will do my oest in serving the Union. 
I have not anything special to com- 
municate at present, other than that 
Brother J. Parker, of Wellingboro', be- 
ing on a visit to Cornwall, kas made a 
caU on us in this circuit, and the 
Mends were glad to see him. The 
state of the circuit is just the same 
as it has been for the last quarter or 
two. We are in great need of a revi« 
▼al. Think the appointment of home 
mission deputations to the several 
districts comprising the Union, a step 
in the right direction. The missioii 
cause has not been made enough of 
down here. Now I hope there will 
be quite a change in this matter." 

It is hoped that the influence o^ 
all the secretaries will specially be 
brought to bear on the work of God 
hy giving aU needful information of 

Digitized by'LjOOQlC 



^UE lltMlOKfl. 



159 



their church and circuit meetingB, 
and reporting all profitable intefii- 
gence for the encouragement of others. 

J. Xj. 

IiONDON CIECUIT--KENTISH TOWN. 

On Sunday, September Ist, the anni- 
versary Bermons of this place of 
worship were preached morning and 
evening by Brother Blay; and on 
Monday, September 2nd, a tea and 
public meeting was held in the 
chapel. This meeting was made the 
more . important and interesting by 
the fact that six of the members of 
the Church were about to emigrate to 
Canada during the week. It there- 
fore gave to the gathering a farewell 
character. This feature was that 
whicli was mostly before the mind of 
all in the place. There was a goodly 
number at the tea, which was served 
with, much readiness and comfort. 
After the tea. Brother Lord, our cir- 
cuit minister, held a private meeting 
in the house of Brother J. Doughty 
wiUi those about to emigrate ; spoke 
to them on the importance of per- 
sonal religion, and Christian watch- 
fulness, specially needed in a strange 
land, and among a strange people. 
He gave them their quarterly tickets 
for September, a removal note, and 
then commended them to the care of 
their Heavenly Father, 

The public meeting in the chapel 
commenced a littie after seven 
o'clock. Brother Lord gave out a 
hymn, read the fourteenth chapter of 
John, and engaged in prayer. Bro. 
G. Gurr, as an old member of the 
Church (though now removed), and a 
tried friend of the family who are 
about to' leave this country, was 
called to the chair. He opened tbe 
speaking by expressing his respect for 
the Church, and for the Mends about 
to emigrate. He prayed the blessing 
of the Lord would rest upon them. 
He referred to the fact that while; 
here they had opened their house far 
preaching and prayer meetings ; he 
hoped they would do so on the other 
side of the water. Brother Lord 
spoke on the power and unity of 
Christian love; the fact that the 
Throne of Grace annihilated distance 
in reference to the power of prayer 
and the Divine blessing:- we in 



England, they in Caiiada, in thd 
power of believing prayer for each 
other; God's blessing present in each 
in answer to the prayer of the othet 
at the same moment. He urged the 
duty of prayer for each other. BrOw 
Blay mentioned several cases of good 
from cottage meetings; was glad 
that though Brother Southome and 
funily were leaving, yet another 
brother had opened his house for the 
Sunday afternoon and Monday even- 
ing meetings. He hoped much good 
would be done. Brother J. Doughty; 
the class leader of four of the family^ 
said a few words, expressing the 
feeling of his mind on so many of the 
members leaving the Httie church at 
once; yet he had a hope that God 
woxQd save others. He then gave 
out and the meeting sang the hymn 
in our Revival Hymn Book, 

*' Shall we meet beyond the river; 

Where the surges cease to roll, 
Where in all the bright for ever. 

Sorrow ne'er shall press tbe soul ? 
Shall we meet beyond the river, 

Where the surges cease to roll." 

The singing of this hymn was with 
much affection, and produced a good 
influence. Brother Fisher, the class 
leader of Brother and Sister South- 
ome, next addressed the meeting; 
he referred to the many happy meet^ 
ings he had attended in cottages be^ 
fore he came to London. Siuce then 
his duty was in another directionv 
yet he hoped it was in the same 
cause of doing good. The 536th 
hymn was then sung; Brother and 
Sister Southome engaged in prayer, 
and a meeting that win not soon be 
forgotten was brought to a close. 

A. B. 



WEST BBOMWICH. 
Bbotheh Bowling commenced his 
labours in ' this Circuit at Legge- 
Street Chapel, Birmingham, on Sun- 
day, May 26th. As he was known 
only by two of the friends, there was, 
of course, the usual inquiries in such 
cases : Who is Mr. RowUng ? What 
sort of a preacher is he ? Is he quiet 
or lively ? The first service was, 
therefore, looked forward to with, 
great interest. He selectj 
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2, as ilie basis of his remarks npon a 
revival of a religions life. The tlieme 
was one in which we were all in- 
terested; the text had been, was 
then, and is now, our constant 
prayer; it was therefore very ap- 
propriate, and his remarks produced 
a veiy favourable impression and 
secured the sympathy of the brethren 
to co-operate with him in promoting 
and sustaining a revival. The at- 
tendance at the services varied ; taken 
altogether they were very fair. Some 
of the week-night services, though 
but moderately attended, were greatly 
refreshing, especially the conduding 
one. 

One Saturday night when a friend 
at whose house Brother Rowling was 
staying, came home from a preaching 
appointment "the door was shut," 
and he had to wait upwards of an 
hour. The friend's wife forgot all 
about her husband's absence. When 
she and Brother R. came up he 
humorously remarked to his host, 
" We forgot all about you. We have 
had such an excellent meeting. 
Praise the Lord." The friend felt it 
was not very agreeable to say Praise 
the Lord while the rain was falling 
fast and he in it. Praise God, 
mercy's door is not shut; nor has 
a poor sinner to be kept waiting till 
Jesus thinks of him. 

The numerical success was not so 
good as we should have liked, but 
we are grateful to Him who is the 
giver of every good and perfect gift 
for what we did have, and pray that 
He would bestow more of his love 
upon us. 

Brother Howling also visited West 
Brx)mwich, Blackheath, Old Hill, and 
The Lye. At the latter place some 
excellent meetings were held, and 
several professed faith in Jesus as 
their Saviour through his instrumen- 
tality. He could tell you some 
strange things, I have no doubt. It 
is called the " Black Country." Some 
of those now in fellowship with us 
were indeed once bl^ok, but they have 
been washed and made clean in the 
blood of the Lamb. To hear some of 
them tell their experience in their 
homely but telling manner, would 
thrill the heart of any Christian. 
Their wives know the change. With 



very few exceptions, the district is 
inhabited by "the sons of toil," many 
of whom are very poor indeed, and 
this accounts for the finances being 
so small. I hope, however, that we 
shall be able to help the mission 
fund during the coming year. Taken 
on the whole, Brother Rowling's 
visit to this circuit has been made a 
blessing, and at the places he has 
laboured in, it is said, " we should 
like him to come again." 

Our Circuit Quarterly Meeting was 
held on Monday, Sept. 9th. En- 
couraging reports were received from 
most of the places, and the others, 
though not so gratifying, were very 
hopeful. There was one feature 
which characterised the meeting, viz., 
<— the principles of the Reform Union. 
It was felt that there was not that 
prominency given to them as there 
ought, and it was hoped the brethren 
would thoroughly study and ventilate 
them. Our young men are asking 
the question. What is the difference 
between the Reformers and the Old 
Body? There are those among lu 
who, before their conversion to yod, 
never attended a place for divine 
worship, led dissolute lives, beat 
their wives, and neglected their 
homes, but by the grace of God, are 
changed from pests of society to 
honourable citizens, loving husbands, 
and earnest Christians. These are 
grateful to the people who were the 
means of their conversion to God; 
joined in fellowship with them, feel- 
ing like Ruth towards her mother-in- 
law (Ruth i. 16) ; and are beginning 
to ask why we are separate from the 
old body? It is a healthful sign. 
When our principles are thoroughly 
known in the head and rooted in the 
heart, there will be a firmer adherence 
to the Union and less going to 
another sect because the brother 
happens to take "offence." If an 
article was devoted occasionally in 
this Magazine to the explanation and 
elucidation of our principles I doubt 
not it would be read with interest. 
The public in general must know the 
grounds of distinction from the old 
body, and may I add, other Metho- 
dist bodies also. Apologising for 
the unusual length of this letter, I 
remain, yours respectfully. J. H* 
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WHY AM I A WESLEYAN REFORMER? 

This question may be rather startling to a few, bnt its importance will 
appear to many. The qnestion may receive diflFerent answers. There are 
some who may even now say, " My father and mother were both Wesleyan 
B^formers, and I have been brought np among the Wesleyan Reformers." 
Another may say, << I was taught in their Sabbath Schools ; I am, there- 
fore, a Wesleyan Reformer." There are a great number, no doubt, that will 
be ready to reply, and their answer would be : " I attended the preaching 
of God's Word in the Reformers' Chapel. The Lord, by His Holy 
Spirit, applied the word to my heart ; I saw and felt myself a sinner before 
God ; I cried to God for mercy; I believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the Lamb of God slain for me. I was made happy in the love of God, 
and X joined the Wesleyan Reform Church ; and now I am, bless the 
Lord, a Wesleyan Reformer." We are glad, and rejoice to hear such 
statements ; but in these days, when many will compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, it will not do to rest ourselves content in the charac- 
ter of these answers to this question, Why am I a Wesleyan Reformer ? 
for we are free to admit that all this might be said, and the person be 
a member of any other section of the Christian Church. The name 
of our section is intended to set forth the character of our Christian 
faith, as in the great doctrines declared by the Wesleys as taught 
in the New Testament; also the organisation of our means of grace, 
in order to promote spiritual life in the souls of the members of our 
Churches. It is intended also to make manifest the fact that the rule of 
the Wesleyan ministry as the governing power of the large Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Societies is not followed by us. The power of government with the 
parent body is not in the Society Meetings. Indeed, as a Christian people, 
they have no Church Meetings for Church business, and therefore have 
no power as Church members in any way in the control of matters in 
the business of the Societies. The power of law-making and law-admi- 
nistering is in the hands of the ministers, and in their hands alone. This 
was so fully laid hold of by themselves, that in a Society address it was 
said, " The ministers are your judges, and you are not to judge them." 
On this principle they acted, and expelled from the Society. The law by 
which they obtained this power to a large extent is what is known as the 
Law of 1835, found on page 112 of the Minutes of Conference for that 
year. The Rev. J. Bromley said, in a letter which he sent to the President 
in the year 1849, " I trouble you, therefore, Mr. President, with this letter, 
distinctly to aver that any questions put ,to me under the provisions of 
that law I cannot and will not answer, believing it, as I most religiously 
do, to be an enactment steeped in apostasy and unbelief. To assent to that 
law in any shape were to renounce the vows and obligations which I con- 
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tracted when I became a Wesleyan minister, to deride and contemn m 
standard writings, and to fly in the face of the word and authority of ik 
Son of God. The errors, ignorances, and offences of xny Christian m 
ministerial character are, alas, manifold ; but I am not prepared to d( 
this great wickedness, and sin against God. It is a question of submissioi 
to the Conference or to the word and Majesty of the Son of God ; m 
I prefer the latter. If for a moment I incline to submit in this instance 
to a body of men whom I have served faithfully in the Gospel for thirty- 
seven years, I hear those words spoken to my heart, as it were, in thunden 
of remonstrance, * Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my word, o( 
him shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He cometh in the glory of 
His Father, with the holy angels.' This is my testimony, by whA 
with the assistance of Him whose word I thus revere, I am prepaid 
under any extremity, to abide. To answer interrogatories proposed tofflc 
under the unholy and Popish law of 1835, is what, God being my help«j 
I will never do." Tliere are still a few in the churches of the Befora 
Union that well remember these things, and they are part of the reasons 
why we are Wesleyan Reformers. A. B. 



LESSON XIII.— THE IMPRISONMENT AND DEATH OP 
JOHN BAPTIST. 

Matt. xiv. 1-12 ; Mark vi. 14-29 ; Luke ill. 19, 20. 
By this time, the disciples of our Lord Jesns Christ having gone (om 
to preach the gospel and work miracles in His name, it so spread the 
fame of Jesus abroad that it even got into the Court, and came to the 
ears of Eerod, (Luke ix. 6, 7.) Herod was tetrarck of Galilee dnmg 
John's ministry. " The title tetrarck literally denotes one who rules over 
a fourth part of a country. In a remote signification, it means one ^^^ 
rules over a third, or even a half of a nation." (A. Barnes.) But it is 
taken in a more general sense by the Jewish writers, meaning some- 
times a governor simply, or a king (see verse 9). The tetrarch dw 
not wear the diadem. It may appear strange that Herod should not 
have heard of the fame of Jesus before now. The courts of the ff^ 
are not the most likely places to hear of Jesus, and the more so when 
such courts belong to wicked governors like Herod. " The courts of 
princes are too often very bad places for piety and religion to thrive in* 

The knowledge of the fame of Jesus alarmed the guilty conscience oi 
Herodf and he remembered what he had wickedly done to John the 
Baptist. " He said unto his servants. This is John the Baptist ; h® ^* 
risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works do show forth thefflsel^^ 
in him." (Luke ix. 9.) A wicked man has a great tormentor in his oWD 
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breast. How quickly Herod is reminded of his wrong. Sin in man's 
Kfe often reproves itself. A guilty conscience is never happy, no not in 
princes. The rejoicing of good men is this : "the testimony of their 
conscience." (2 Cor. i. 12.) We ought to labour to have always a 
conscience void of offence towards God, and toward men. (Acts xxiv. 16.) 
This statement of Herod's might have been the result of his inquiry who 
Jesus was. Some said it was Elias ; and others said, That it is a 
prophet, or as one of the prophets. (Mark vi. 15.) Herod said. It is 
John the Baptist ; he is risen from the dead, and therefore mighty works 
are wrought by him. 

This Herod was called Herod Antipas. His father was Herod the 
Great. His mother's name was Cleopatra. His proper wife was the 
daughter of Aretas, king of Arabia. During her life he fell in love with 
and married Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, while he was still 
living. This Herodias was a granddaughter of Herod the Great. She 
was the daughter of Aristobulus and Bernice. She was sister to king 
Agrippa, and she was sister-in-law to Herod Antipas, before their mar- 
riage. She was his brother Philip's wife. This act of Herod Antipas in 
marrying Herodias was a contempt both of divine and human law. (Lev. 
xviii. 16.) John the Baptist reproved Herod for this act. John was 
the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth. He was cousin to our Lord Jesus 
Christ^ John's birth was foretold by an angel. His food was locusts 
and wild honey ; his clothing camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about 
his loins. (Matt. iii. 4.) Herod the Great was the father of Philip. 
His mother's name was Mariamne, daughetr of Simon, the high priest. 
Some have supposed that Salome, who danced and pleased Herod, was 
the daughter of Herodias by Herod ; others suppose she was her daughter 
hj Philip. Herod the Great had another son, Philip, by his wife 
Malthace. He married Salome, the daughter of Herodias. This latter 
Philip was tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis. (Luke iii. 1.) He rebuilt 
the city of Paneas, and called it Csesarea Philippi. This was after the 
name of the emperor. He reigned 37 years. After his death his terri- 
tories were annexed to Syria. Christ once said of Herod to His disciples, 
" Go ye and tell that fox." (Luke xiii. 32.) We are to understand by 
this his wicked and deceitful character, (Luke iii. 19.) He was guilty of 
many enormous crimes. '^ Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, 
and put him in prison for Herodias's sake, his brother Philip's wife." 
Mark says, vi. 19 : " Therefore Herodias had a quarrel (an inward 
grudge) against him, and would have killed him ; but she could not.** 
This was because John, as a faithful preacher, reproved them for their 
sin. " For Herod had married her, her husband Philip himself being 
then alive, and having had children by her.'* (Whitby.) Herod having 
now sent foi-th his officers, and they had taken John, and bound him in 
prison, his rage still burned against John, and he would have piU him to 
deathy but he feared the multitude^ because they counted him as a prophet. 
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While John was thus in prison, his disciples visited him. (Matt. xi. 2 ; 
Lake vii. 18.) It is not said that Herod feared the Lord. If he had, he 
would not haye put John in prison. His fear was of the people ; he 
apprehended that the people would rise against him ; he was afraid for 
himself, his own safety, and the safety of his government. How miser- 
able even the prince who fears more to offend his people than to sin 
against Qod I The multitude counted John as a prophet ; they esteemed 
and honoured him as a bold and inspired teacher. " Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a just man and an holy." (Mark vi. 20.) Herod 
in many things observed him, and when he heard him he did many 
things, and heard him gladly. In the act of marrying Herodias his 
passion led him to rage against John, because he would reprove sin, 
even if found in a prince. John's conduct ought to be imitated by not 
only all ministers, but all Christians. '^ How unutterable must the 
punishment of those be who are chaplains to princes and great men, and 
who either flatter them in their vices, or wink at their sins." (Dr. Clarke.) 

" But when Herod's birthday was kept." It was an ancient custom 
amongst the eastern kings to celebrate their birthdays. Pharaoh's birth- 
day was kept. (Gen. xl. 20.) These two kings, on their birthdays, 
were the means of shedding blood. It ought to be our object to save 
life, and not to kill. Matthew Henry says, " It is computed that John 
lay a year and a half a close prisoner, which was about as much time as 
he had spent in his public ministry from his first entrance into it." It is 
likely Herodias laid the plot, and contrived how to bring about the death 
of John the Baptist. Her revenge thirsted after John's blood, and with 
nothing less would she be satisfied. (See also another case to be read in 
company with this, 1 Kings, xxi. 1-16.) At this birthday, " Herod made 
a supper to his lords, high captains, and chief estates of Galilee.^' (Mark 
vi. 21.) The daughter of Herodias danced before (in the midst of) them, 
and pleased Herod, and them that sat with him. A. Barnes observes : 
" This was a violation of all rules of modesty and propriety. One great 
principle of all eastern nations is to keep their females from public view. 
For this purpose they are confined in a particular part of the house, 
called the harem. If they appear in public, it is always with a veil, so 
closely drawn that their faces cannot be seen. No modest woman would 
appear in this manner before the Court ; and it is probable, therefore, that 
she partook of the dissolute principles of her mother. It is also pro- 
bable that the dance was one well-known in Greece, the lascivious and 
wanton dance of the lonians." A vain and graceless heart is apt to be 
greatly in love and much pleased with the wickedness and follies of 
others. (See Prov. xxiii. 33.) 

Herod now gave vent to the folly of his sinful heart. He made a 
promise with an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask, even unto the 
half of his kingdom, (Mark vi. 23.) This was a rash oath, a foolish 
promise. Promissory oaths are ensnaring things, and, when made rashly, 

Digitized by V^OOQlC 



THE IMPBISOmiBNT AND DBATH OF JOHN BAPTIST. 165 

are the products of inward corruption, and the occasion of many tempta- 
tions. Therefore, swear not so at all, lest thou have occasion to say, 
It was an error. (Eccl. v. 6.) 

Mark says : " She went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall 
I ask ? And she said, The head of John the Baptist." (Mark vi. 24.) 
And she being instructed of her mother said, Give me here John 
Baptist's head in a charger (a large platter^ or plate, on which food is 
placed). Herodias had now what appeared to her a favourable oppor- 
tunity to get rid of her fears from John's reproofs, and to satisfy her 
cruel reyenge. How sad the case of those children whose friends are 
their counsellors to do wickedly ! (2 Chron. xxii. 8.) John must now 
be beheaded, lest Herod should, by John's continued reproofs, put 
Herodias away from him. For when persons indulge in sin for selfish 
motives, they cannot well defend themselves, their fears will overcome 
them to plot still a greater sin. Herodias was anxious to get rid of John 
the Baptist as the reprover of her evil life. 

The king was sorry at this request, but he had made a rash oath in 

the presence of his lords and captains. This oath might have been 

repeated by Herod in his high spirit of mirthful folly. He knew John 

was a just man and an holy, He had laid hold on him, and bound him 

in prison, and now, by his rash and needless oath, had exposed himself to 

be made his murderer. " For the oath's sake, and them that sat with him 

at meat, he commanded it to be given her." The pride of his word was 

more to him than the conscience of what was right. He saw that his 

honour might fall if his sworn promise was not fulfilled in the presence of 

those before whom it was made. How often does a point of honour go 

much further with many than a point of conscience ? Let us learn never 

to connect our personal honour with that which is evil. True honour is 

always on the side of that which is right. 

" He sent and beheaded John in prison." Here was no form of law- 
The will of the tyrant was the only law ; the oppressor's word the only 
authority. We have to thank God for the power of Christianity, or it 
might have been so now, in our day, and in our country. We might 
easily judge that the prison was not far away. It is probable it was near 
the gate of the palace. The officers were sent to the prison, the work 
was done quickly, with expedition, while the daughter of Herodias was 
in the presence of Herod and his lords. 

The head of the Baptist was brought by the officer (one of the guard) 
in a charger (a dish, a platter), and given to the damsel, and she brought 
it to her mother. " What a present for a young lady ! — ^the bloody head 
of the murdered forerunner of Jesus? and what a gratification for an 
adulterous wife and incestuous mother I Short, however, was their 
glorying." As soon as Aretas, the father of Herod*s first wife, under- 
stood that Herod had determined to put away his daughter to take 
Herodias, he prepared to make war on him ; the two 
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that of Herod was cat to pi^es by the Arabians under Aretas. << Now 
the Jews had an opinion that the destruction of this army was sent as a 
punishment against Herod, and a mark of Qod's displeasure against him." 
(Josephus*, Antiq. b. 15, c. 5, s. 2.) 

The kind attention of John's disciples. '' They came, and took up the 
body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus." St. Jerome positively 
says that, when Herodias got the head of John, she drew out the tongue, 
and thrust it through with her bodkin. (Dr. Clarke.) It is also said 
by others that Herodias buried the head in her own palace, for fear that 
the head, if buried with the body, might re-unite, and rise again to 
disturb her in her wicked life. When Jesus heard of the death of John, 
He departed into a desert place apart. He knew that His hour was not 
yet come. Herod and Herodias, haying disobliged the Emperor, were 
deprived of their government, after thirty-seven years* tetrarchy, and 
were banished to Spain by Caligula, others say, to Lyons, in France, 
where Herod and Herodias died, and the year of their death is not 
known. Dr. Clarke says : '^ Behold here, ye professedly religions 
parents, the fruits of what was doubtless called in those times, elegant 
breeding and accomplished dancing! Fix your eyes on that vicious 
mother, that prostituted daughter, and especially on that murdered ambas- 
sador of God, and then send your children to genteel boarding schools 
to learn the accomplishment of dancing I where the fear of Qod makes no 
part of the education." 

" Vain delusive world, adieu ! 
With all of creature-good, 
Only Jesus I pursue, 

Who bought me with his blood: 
All thy pleasures I forego, 
I trample on thy wealth and pride: 
Only Jesus will I know, 
And Jesus oruoified." Johk Lobd. 



Sttnb»2 SM Mvm. to receive and hold fast the words 

J2 which may be sown this mornmg. 

ADDBESS TO A SUNDAY SCHOOL. This is our Saviour's last parable : 

THE TALENTS.-(Matt. xxv. 14-30.) J^f appUcation of the word talent, or 

^ „ , talents, to gifts, abiuties, and other 

Deab young Friends,— I am very advantages, 
anxious to impress on your minds the 

vast importance of scriptural truth, " god entrusts to ^ taints, few or many; 

namely, the words of eternal life, the ^^^^t'SJ '^^ ' '^ 
words of even Jesus, the great Teacher, 

He who spake as never man spake. The We are, each and all, accountable ; 
vatious busy associations in reference we are each endowed with reason, 
to the things of this life very often, and are sensible of right and wrong ; 
alas ! take away the good seed which therefore, we ought at once to con- 
may have been sown in the heart ; but eider how we should play our part in 
I pray that we, all of us, will be able the drama of this probationary state. 
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This state in which we are placed is 
onr schooling time. 

We find in this parable that those 
who made use of the talent or talents 
with which they were entrusted, 
gained more, and were rewarded ac- 
cordingly; but the one who made all 
kind of excuses had to bear great 
remorse. What he had was taken 
away, and he was punished. Ex- 
cuses will not do, young Mends, when 
we stand before the bar of the great 
King, viz., Jesus. 

Unfaithfulness, ingratitude, and 
indolence, are the three chief charac- 
teristics of many who are indifferent 
to the claims of the religion of Jesas. 
This parable sets forth Christ as our 
Master, and ourselves as the ser- 
vants. A parable was very often 
used by Jesus in His Divine teach- 
ings. He employed such a mode to 
illustrate more plainly things around 
Him, such as could be seen, with 
things eternal. 

Dear young Mends, I hope you 
will fully imderstand the purpose of 
your existence here below, and mark 
well how you are to be guided. Pass- 
ing your time here, the Bible should 
be your guide. Let us glance at a 
few things which we should bear in 
mind as the leading characteristics : — 

I. All of us have received some 
diviM gift. (See Christian Words, 
p. 73). 

We are placed more or less in fa- 
vourable circumstances: such as 
money, influence, better clothed, bet- 
ter habitation, have more kind friends, 
Sunday school. Bibles, Christian 
hterature ; all for our progression, 
and in helping us on to acts of use- 
fiilness and benevolence. 

II. Unfaithfulness in evil thoughts 
of God. 

The wicked servant doubted his 
Lord, and thought evil of Him, not 
taking Him at His word; but made 
excuses, and thought within himself 
that there would be no benefit in 
serving the Lord ; consequently, this 
wicked and indifferent servant did 
not appreciate or value the impor- 
tance of true religion, and more than 
all, the true character of God. 

III. We ought to anticipate the 
day of final account. 

My dear young friends, — There is 



a day coming which you and I ought 
to anticipate with happy and joyous 
expectation — a day when we shall, I 
trust, spend a happy eternity with 
Jesus. The Christian should look 
forward to this day with no little com- 
fort and consolation. When this 
weary world, with all its associations, 
will be for ever severed, oh, methinks 
the thought of meeting the Saviour 
will fully compensate all the troubles 
which we have borne here. On 
those who have not given any thought 
whatever to this momentous subject, 
let me urge its consideration before it 
is too late, and flee to the Saviour for 
pardon. Thomas Heath, jun. 

Ragged Sunday-school Super., 
Plymouth. 

BELIGIOUS PARENTS AND THEIB 
CHILDREN. 

Parents professing religion ought to 
speak to their chSdren on spiritual 
subjects. Much good might be done in 
this way. The character the Lord gave 
Abraham as a parent ought to be 
more the aim of Christian parents. 
" For I know him, that he mil com- 
mand his children and his household 
after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do justice and 
judgment ; that the Lord may bring 
upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him." (Gen. xviii. 19.) 
" And Abraham said unto God, that 
Ishmaelmight live before thee." (Gen. 
xvii. 18.) It is plain that the Lord 
takes special notice of the conduct of 
religious parents, in their manner of 
life before and with their children. 
" In that day (saith the Lord) I will 
perform against Eli all things which 
I have spoken concerning his house ; 
when I begin, I will also make an 
end. For i have told him that I will 
judge his house fof ever, for the 
iniquity which he knoweth ; because 
his sons make themselves vile, and 
he restrained them not." (1 Samuel 
iii. 12, 13.) The example of Job as 
a godly father is worthy of notice : 
" And it was so, when the days of 
their feasting were gone about, that 
Job sent and sanct&ed them, and 
rose up early in the morning, and 
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offered burnt offerings according to 
the number of them all ; for Job said, 
It may be that my sons have sinned, 
and cursed God in their hearts. 
Thus did Job continually" (all the 
days). Job i. 5. 

"A Christian minister in York- 
shire had long felt convinced of his 
sinfulness in neglecting to converse 
on spiritual topics with a beloved 
child. She was brought to the verge 
of the grave, and was, iu his appre- 
hension, an unconverted child. His 
feelings were painfully distressing, 
for he felt forcibly the importance of 
his duty in apprising her of her 
danger; but till nearly her dying 
hour he continued to experience the 
backwardness he had long felt. Re- 
peatedly did he enter her room to 
address her, and unwilling to add the 
weight of mental anxiety to her 
bodily afliiction, he as often retired 
without accomplishing his object. 
His conscience pained him, for he 
feared that his misjudging fondness 
might contribute to her eternal ruin. 
At length, after repeated petitions for 
Divine assistance, he once more ap- 
proached her bed, and, pressing her 
hands, said, in broken words, * Has 
an eternal state, my dearest daughter, 
ever engaged your attention.' This 
was all he could utter. To his 
astonishment and joy, she immedi- 
ately replied, * Yes, father ; under a 
sermon that you preached from 
Bomans iii., upon man's lost con- 
dition, I was convinced that I was in 
a state of condemnation. Since that 
time I have been unable to procure 
any consolation, and I fear I shall 
be lost for ever." Her tears for some 
time prevented her from saying more ; 
but when able to proceed, she told 
him that she had long wished to 
make known to him the state of her 
mind. Overcome with joy at this 
unexpected answer, he endeavoured 
to convince her of the certainty of 
salvation to all who, conscious of 
their depravity, confided in the merits 
of the Bedeemer for acceptance with 
God. Her distress was continued 
for two days longer, when, resting 
entirely on Christ, every degree of 
gloom was removed, and she was 
favoured for fifteen days with holy 
peace and joy. Christ was increas- 



ingly precious to her, and her father 
had the blessedness of witnessing her 
triumphant departure, in the full 
assurance of hope, in the fifteenth 
year of her age." 

" In spite of onr resolves, we fear 
Our own infirmity ; 
And tremble at the trial near, 
Andcx7,OGod, totheel A. B. 

MATTW THE BEST OP IT.' 
Thebe is no better motto for the 
universal community than the exhorta- 
tion contained in those five words. 
It is available in all stations and for 
all circumstances. It is a watchword 
that will carry us through the revo- 
lutionary changes of life with com- 
parative pleasure and safety ; for we 
truly and unreservedly believe, that 
** trouble " of any sort, from the loss 
of a button to a national bankruptcy, 
is neutralised most effectually by 
" making the best of it." 



SEBMONS m LEAVES. 
Frail withered leaves of Antanm, ye 

Are teachers fair and sad, 
Late waving on each woodland tree, 
When Summer days were full of glee, 

And all our hearts were glad I 
When youth*8 proud eye of f earlesi hope 
Gave witness of his will to cope 

With all the ills of earth, 
And dared in its presumptuous scope, 

Defy the pregnant birth 
That lay beyond the veil of time,— 
Its beauty, passion, woe, and crime ! 

Ye bear our souls in memory back 

Unto the Spring-tide life. 
We trace in awe the backward track, 
Amid the ruin and the wrack 

That heaps the path of strife. 
And stoop to shake some precious seed 
Of wild flower withered with the weed 

Into the yase we bear ; 
Not that we hope in plot or mead 

The older blooms to rear, 
But that they aid us when we oast 
A wistful glance upon the past I 

Each soul a sermon meet receives 

Li Autumn's sere decay; 
Deep preachers are the withered leaves 
Their silent sermon ne'er deceives, 

They teach the truth alway! 
The mortal weakness of proud man, 
The transienc honour of life's span, 

The certainty of death ! 
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They bid the souls of all to soaii 

The tenure frail of breath. 
To bow unto the just decree, 
That sets the prison'd spirit free ! 

Of duty well performed, ye teaoh, 

When Summer skies "were fair ! 
Te need no eloquence of speech, 
Our conscious spirits to impeach, 

And bow our pride to payer 1 
Ye have obeyed the gracious Gkd, 
Frail cumberers of the Autamn sod, 

And sweetly now may rest! 
But ours it is to kiss the sod 

Without one vain protest! 
To own the ways of Gtod are just, 
And pray for grace to keep our trust! 
E. Lamplough. 



WESLETAN EEFOBM UNION. 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 
Held at 8, Exeter Hall, October 11th, 1872. 
The following brethren were pre- 
sent : Thos. Chamberlain, P. Parker, 
W. Nott, J. Parker, and J. Lord. 

Brother Chamberlain was elected 
to the chair, and he opened the meet- 
ing with prayer. 

The minutes of the committee meet- 
ing, held September 13th, were read 
and confirmed as a correct report of 
the businesB done. 

The correspondence was read. 

Brethren who have replied to the 
agenda this month: E. Barley,* J. 
Butler, E. Benson, S. Hereman, M. 
Nash, A. Holland, R. Nichols, and 
W. Wilkinson. 

An application from the Liskeard 
Circuit, Cornwall, having been re- 
ceived, asking for a deputation to 
visit them at the end of January, 
1873, in order to advocate the mis- 
sion cause, and they having named 
Brother E. Benson as a likely person 
for the work, it was therefore re- 
solved. That the Secretary write 
Brotber Benson and request him to 
act as the deputation ; but should he 
fail, then Brother J. Parker, of Fine- 
don ; and should he not be able to go. 
Brother Nott offered to go without 
expense to the committee. 

The missionary reports were read. 

* Brother Barley replied last month, but 
bis name was omitted from the printed 
list. 



A long conversation was held on 
{he matter of Brother Bowling's ap- 
pointment to the Norfolk district. It 
was found that the votes by letters 
and of the brethren present were 
largely in favour of it. 

Resolved. That Brother Rowling 
be appointed to the Norfolk district 
till the next delegate meeting. 

The general secretary was in- 
structed to write Brother Osborne, the 
secretary of the London Circuit, in- 
forming him of the appointment of 
Brother Rowling to the Norfolk dis- 
trict. 

Resolved. That Brother Lowis be 
appointed to Jump, in the Rother- 
ham and Mexbro' Circuit, from 
October the 13th to November the 
2nd, and then to Addingham, in the 
Bradford Circuit, to commence on 
November the 3rd till November the 
23rd. 

The salaries and board of the mis- 
sionaries ordered to be paid, amount- 
ing to £19 18s. 4d. 

Since the last meeting of the com- 
mittee, S. Jarrold, Esq., of Norwich, 
had written to the general secretary 
and promised £20 for one year to the 
missions if Brother Rowling could be 
appointed for that period to labour in 
the Norfolk district. 

Resolved. That the secretary write 
S. Jarrold, Esq., informing him of the 
brother Rowling to the 



Norfolk district, and thanking him 
for his kind offer of £20 for the year 
to the mission fand. 

Wolverhampton Chapel case. — Mr. 
J. Dupee having written to the com- 
mittee of the Union, in reply to a 
letter sent to him on the matter of 
the loan made to him and others for 
the Wolverhampton Chapel, he says : 
— " I am willing, in a given time, to 
pay £10 by instalments toward the 
amount, to release me from all future 
claims; and, if God should, in my 
future life, so prosper me, I shall feel 
a pleasure in doing something more. 
I will do my best to pay £1 per 
month, commencing on the 30th of 
October, 1872." 

In the case of the Wolverhampton 
debt to chapel fund, it was found, from 
the replies to agenda, there were six 
votes ; and the votes of the brethren 
present being in favour (^accent- 
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ing Mr. Dapee's o£fer, it was resolved. 
That on Mr, Dnpee payiiig by ten 
monthly instalments the sum of ten 
pounds, he be released from any 
further legal liability, and the com- 
mittee leave it to his honour to pay 
such additional sum as his future 
circumstances may warrant. 

Trade and other bills to the amount 
of £66 7s. 6d, were ordered to be 
paid. 

The book steward read the sales 
for the month. It showed a slight 
increase on the month compared 
with the corresponding month of last 
year. 

Brother Lord concluded the meet- 
ing with prayer. J. L. 

WESLEYAN REFORM UNION. 
The winter season is often called the 
harvest time for the church. It iM 
during the long dark nights, when 
the people are not made wild with 
cheap excursions and pleasure seek- 
ing that we put form efiforts, by 
special prayer-meetings and preach- 
ings, to bring them to think about 
their souls. It is for us now to 
awake and put on strength. If the 
harvest is to be gathered, there 
must be hard labour. Can we not 
revive in many of our churches the 
band meeting, the fellowship meet- 
ing, and love-feasts ? It is not un- 
usuial for Satan to preach humility to 
our people in not speaking, when 
speaking would greatly endanger his 
langdom and do honour to Christ. 
Satan would most of all keep us from 
telling one to the other what things 
God has done for our souls. God 
can defend us from pride while speak- 
ing for Him. Let us, wherever it 
seems practicable, especially in the 
old and larger churches, employ some 
active, zealous men, whose piety and 
general character shall be approved 
by the leaders' meetings and church 
meetings, to attempt the formation 
of new classes in suitable neighbour- 
hoods, where we hope by such me- 
thods to gather into the fold of 
Christ some persons who are not flEur 
from the kingdom of God, but who 
need special invitations, and yet are 
not likely to give themselves fullv to 
the Lord and to His church without 
more than ordinary labour and spi- 



ritual attention. This is the way our 
fathers worked, and they were blessed 
with prosperity. How much good 
may yet be done in this way ? Let our 
leaders' meetings and church meet- 
ings take up tms matter in earnest 
and try what can be done this winter, 
and the ingathering to the cause of 
God will be great. Some of our 
churches are beginning to stir them- 
selves, as the following reports show. 
We desire this work to spread into 
all the churches in onr Union. In 
many places we learn the early Sun- 
day morning prayer-meetings are 
given up. Let them be revived 
everywhere. As far as possible, short 
prayer meetings before the service in 
the evening should be held, and then 
for the good working prayer meet- 
ing after the sermon in the evening. 
It IS not wise that we should remove 
our old land marks. The penitent's 
form is often despised, bnt how often 
has it been made the means of a 
blessing. The ridicule of man is not 
to make us afraid, or to cause us to 
leave our standard ; but it is for us to 
be the more firm in our hold of SBoh 
things Gk)d has made a blessing, and 
Still makes a blessing to the churches. 

Sheffield, — "Our circuit quarterly 
meeting was held on September 80th. 
Your letter was read and in eveiy 
way approved. I am happy to say 
most decidedly there is more spiri- 
tuality and holiness of life amongst 
us as a circuit than in the past. I 
wish and pray this may continue, and 
spread. I will endeavour to my 
utmost to extend the sale of our 
magazine, &c. I do thiiJc this a 
very important matter." 

Jump, Kotherham and Mexboro' 
Circuit. — "I should like, if we could, 
to have some missionary boxes, I 
was lately at a Church of England 
missionary meeting, and they had 
boxes to offer to any person that 
would take them. I think if we had 
some we might get a little money in 
them. I am only a poor miner, but 
you can put me down as a subscriber 
to the mission fund for five shillings 
per year. May Grod bless us all, and 
may the spirit of our forefathers, 
such as Bramwell, Horton, Smith, 
and Stoner, rest upon the Union." 

LUheard, OornwaU. — " Knowing 
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that you are always glad to hear of 
our welfare, I beg to apprise yon of 
one or two things. 1st : At our last 
oirouit meeting it was resolved to 
ask all the churches composing this 
circnit to deyote one week to special 
prayer for the revival of the work of 
Gt>d in our midst. The churches 
have appointed the third week in 
October as the time. Our hope is to 
have the blessings of the Lord poured 
upon us in an abundant manner. 
2nd. It was also resolved to ask the 
ge neral committee to appoint a depu- 
tation to. come down to us, in order 
to advocate the missionary cause 
amongst us, if it can be done. The 
circuit will be most happy to receive 
the deputation. The most suitable 
time for us to have the meetings will 
be the last week in January and the 
first week in February, 1873." 

Middle8boro\ — " We have just got 
over our bazaar, at which, I am thank- 
fdl to say that, notwithstanding we 
had so much unfavourable weather, 
we realised the sum of £124. Our 
chapel is now painted and opened 
again for service. It looks exceed- 
ing well. Our congregations are 
gcwd, souls are being saved, and our 
prayer leaders have banded them- 
selves together to praj for an out- 
ponrmg of the Holy ^<^t upon us 
as a church and town. Our future 
prospects are good, and if the church 
keeps united, there is nothing to pre- 
vent us from being successful. In 
order to witness any large results, 
I am persuaded we must take higher 
ground in spiritual things. What is 
wanted in these days is a ^reaming 
for Qod, a panting for and enjoyment 
of personal holiness. Did our mem- 
bers but live up to their privileges, 
our Union would be far better to- 
day than it now is." 

Ashby'de-larZouch. — " The quar- 
terly meeting of this circuit was held 
at Ibstock, September 24th, 1872. 
There were representatives present 
from Grrif^dam, Measham, Oak- 
thorpe, Moira, Ibstock, and Whit- 
wick, Brother Biddle, of Whitwick, 
in the chair. The finances of the 
circuit were encouraging ; indeed 
better than for some time past. The 
meeting was cordial. A great desire 
being manifested to extend our bor- 



ders, Brothers Hodgkinson, Walker, 
and Adcock, being appointed a depu- 
tation to wait upon a gentleman of 
Ashby to try to take his premises as 
a preaching place. Power was also 
given from the meeting to try to 
take a place at Swepstone. and else- 
where, if any places presented them- 
selves. Brother Sharpe, of Meas- 
ham, gave a very spirited address on 
the necessity of every member striv- 
ing to obtain the blessing of sanctifi- 
cation and exercising faith for the 
salvation of souls. I feel thankful 
to say that our circuit is, upon the 
whole, in a healthful state. Brother 
Devine's labours amongst us have 
not been in vain. He laboured hard 
for the salvation of sinners and for 
the extension and growth of the cir- 
cuit." 

Norwich. — " We held our quarterly 
church meeting on October 9th, 1872. 
There were twenty-seven of the mem- 
bers present. The treasurer read 
the accounts, and they were satis- 
fiactory to the meeting, A resolution 
was passed asking the committee to 
appoint Brother Rowling to this dis- 
tnct till the next delegate meeting, 
and they promise to raise, as a 
church, £10 during the year for the 
mission fund. The tluuiks of the 
meeting were voted to the general 
committee of the Union for past kind- 
nesses. We have at present a good 
work going on. Last Sunday was a 
high day. We had much of the 
power of God in our midst. In the 
prayer meeting at the close of the 
public service we had a wonderful 
time. Many were affected. Three 
came forward to be prayed with. 
They professed to find peace with 
God, and went home rejoicing in the 
Lord. One also signed the pledge to 
be a teetotaller. May the work of 
the Lord still prosper with us, and 
may many souls be saved, is our 
prayer." J. L. 

SWANTON ABBOTT, CAWSTON 
CIRCUIT. 

At the harvest home thanksgiving 
tea and farewell meeting, to take 
leave of the Rev. E. Sibcy, who was 
leaving the Cawston Circuit to la- 
bour in Liskeard Circuit, Cornwall, 
ihe ^chapel was well filled, and the 
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chftir was taken by Brother Hudson, 
of Sco Ruston. The meeting was 
opened by singing and prayer. The 
chairman addressed the meeting by 
saying that he rose with mingled 
feelings of joy and sorrow ; with joy, 
as it was a harvest home tea and 
thanksgiving meeting, and he felt 
that he conld praise Sie Lord for his 
goodness, &o. ; bnt with feelings of sor 
row that he was called upon to part with 
an old and tried friend, whom he bad 
laboured with for the last eight years 
with great pleasure and profit, and 
he had seen many souls converted 
under his ministry, and he could tes- 
tify as to his zeal in preaching and 
visiting, and they had spent many 
happy hours together under his own 
roof. He spoke further of the pain 
of mind he had in parting with such 
a faithful labourer; but he trusted 
that it was for his good, and his 
prayer was that the Lord might go 
with him and bless him, and make 
him a blessing wherever he went. 

The friends having sung a hymn, 
the meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. W. H. Payne, of Worstend, 
who spoke of the difficulties of the 
minister pleasing every one, as there 
was such a diversity of minds, but he 
was pleased to hear of the success that 
had attended the labours of Brother 
, Sibcy, but he felt sorrow that there 
were so many who remained in their 
sins after all the faithful warnings 
they had heard from their minister 
and others, and he hoped that meet- 
ing might be the best and most 
successful of all the meetings they 
ever had in that chapel, and he took 
leave of Brother Sibcy, hoping that 
after meeting on earth ihey snould 
meet in heaven. 

The friends sang another hymn, 
and the chairman called on Brother 
Rowling, of Norwich, to address the 
meeting. He arose to congratulate 
Brother Sibcy, inasmuch as he had 
a circuit to go to, and that he was 
going to labour with a loving and 
zealous people, and he thought that 
he would be all right when he got 
there, and he had no doubt but 
the Lord would go with him, and 
make him a blessing to many souls. 
And the speaker said that he hoped 
that the friends in the Oawston cir- 



cuit would be prepared to work with 
the minister who was coming as much 
as if it had been their old friend. 
Brother Sibcy, and he felt assured 
that if such were the case the Lord 
would revive his work and save 
souls. The meeting was brought to a 
close by the friends presenting Bro. 
Sibcy with the profits of the tea, 
which was one pound twelve shil- 
lings and sixpence, and he acknow- 
ledged the same with thanks. 

The usual thanks were given to 
the chairman, ladies, and other friends 
with the speakers, for the part they 
had taken in the meeting. The 
meeting then, by singing a parting 
hymn, took leave of Brother Sibcy ft 
little before eleven o'clock. It was an 
excellent meeting, and wiU be re- 
membered by many to all eternity. — 
Yours truly, A. B. C, 

" Yes, we part, but not for ever, 

• Joyful hopes our bosoms swell ; 

They who love the Saviour, never 

Know a long, a last farewell. 

Blissful unions Lie beyond this parting 

vale. 

'* Oh, what meetings lie before us I 
Brighter far than tongue can tell ; 
Glorious meetings ! to restore us 
Him with whom we long to dwell. 
With what raptures Will the sight our 
bosom ,?well I 

" Thus we part, but not for ever ; 
Joyful hopes our bosoms swell ; 
They who know the Saviour, never 
Enow a long, a last f arewelL 
Blissful unions Lie beyond this parting 
vale. 

^ Thus upon the coming morrow, 
Leaving scenes I love so well, 
Joy shall blend with chastened sorrow 
As I bid you each farewell. 
Thus I leave you, Dearest friends; 
farewell, farewell. 

WIBSET, OBGAN OPENING. 
OuB friends at Wibsey for some time 
past have been makin^^ efforts to pro- 
cure a new organ for their chapeL 
This, hj united and earnest efforts of 
self-denial, they have been able to 
bring to a successful issue. The in- 
strument is considered to be a very 
good one, built by Messrs. Radcliffe 
and Sagar, of Leeds, at a cost of 
about ^00. Bir. W. H. Wilkinson, 
of Wibsey, one of our own members, 
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tuis shown good taste in the constnic- 
tion of the organ case; while the 
painting and ornamentation reflect 
great credit upon Mr. W. Sharp, 
another of our members. The 
organ consists of great organ, 660 
pipes ; swell organ, 492 pipes ; pedal 
or^an, 60 pipes, making a total of 
1,212 pipes, with corresponding cou- 
plers, and composition pedals. The 
opening services were commenced on 
Wednesday, September 18th. The 
Rev. J. P. Chown, of Bradford, 
preached an excellent sermon from 
Rev. xxii. 8. His principal and 
leading topics were : 1st, The un- 
qualified worth of John's testimony. 
2nd. The things which John saw and 
heard. The weather was somewhat 
unfavourable, but the congregation, 
for a week night, was unususdly 
large, and a gracious unction at- 
tended the word. On Sunday, Sep- 
tember 22nd, the Rev. Richard Poole, 
of Yeadon, preached morning and 
afternoon ; his texts being Isa. xxv. 
10, and John iii. 16. Our own 
minister, the Rev. E. Barley, occu- 
pied the pulpit at night. The Sun- 
day congregations were very good, 
and most felt it good to be &ere. 
The services were brought to a close 
on Tuesday, September 24th, when 
an impressive sermon was delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Russell, of Bradford, 
from Matt. xxv. 1, 2. The truth, 
accompanied by a good unction, was 
forcibly applied to the consciences of 
the hearers. The collections at the 
opening services amounted to £61 
5s. ll^d ; which, added to £89 4s. 6d., 
the proceeds of the ladies' sewing 
meetings, and j£42 6s. 6d other- 
wise collected, makes a total of £192 
16s. lljd. We hope to be able to pay 
the whole amount ofif before long, as 
our operations for raising the means 
are still in force, and are intended to 
be continued. It is to be desired that 
our increased facilities for public 
worship may tend to inspire greater 
gratitude, and constrain us to a higher 
and more praiseworthy service. It 
is our prayer that the instrument 
introduced into God's house may, like 
the psaltery, tabret, pipe, and harp 
played of old, lead many a young 
Saul to join in the wor&ip of the 
true and living God, and that by ita 



use in the earthly tabernacle, we 
may all be the better prepared for 
joining that choir around God's 
throne, in which those who sing 
praises to the Lamb are accom- 
panied by "harpers harping with 
their harps." 

METHODIST BEFOBM— SHEFFIELD 
CIRCUIT. 

To every earnest and hard-working 
Christian, it is very encouraging to 
witness the success of any scheme, 
great or small, designed to extend 
the Reedemer's kingdom. On the 
other hand, failares often retard the 
zeal of the most sanguine, and make 
many steady workers ready to des- 
pond and do nothing, whilst a few 
others take such circumstances in 
the right spirit, and feel the greater 
need of humility and prayer. Our 
second quarterly prayer-meeting and 
love-feast was held on Monday, 
September 2nd, 1872, commencing at 
6.30 p.m., and it was, we may say, a 
success, and therefore encouraged all 
workers for Jesus, It is pleasing to 
know that the second was better than 
the first; it stimulates our hope and 
energy, and leads us more than ever 
to believe " God's work will prosper." 
There was both a spirit and power in 
the meeting, of a kind calculated to 
fit us for the work we have to do in 
the world as well as in the Church. 
Our impression of that means of 
grace assures us it is approved of by 
God, and may be made a great bless- 
ing to His people. And may we, 
through these columns, say a word to 
our readers in the Sheffield Circuit. 
We would most seriously ask every 
member's consideration of the claims 
of that meeting. We do not doubt 
that every one will acknowledge its 

great advantages, for we have con- 
dence in beSeving that we " Re- 
formers " are a praying people, and 
really enjoy a warm-hearted love- 
feast. Then we trust that many 
more, if not all, may in the future be 
induced, with one accord, to come 
to that one place where God pro- 
mises to make his feet glorious: 
where the Holy Spirit may be re- 
ceived, and God's love, as a live coal 
from the altar, be taken to every part 
of our circuit, making every one of 
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ns energetic and nseM. We need 
strength and encouragement :^- 

" Surrounded by a host of foes 
Stormed by a host of foes within." 

We need all misunderstandings to 
be cleared away, and boundless love 
and charity to be kept in lively exer- 
cise. Often speaking to, and pray- 
ing for each other is eminently cal- 
cidated to bring spiritual prosperity 
into all our churches. Who can tell 
what the result of 'special and united 
prayer throughout our Union might 
be ? Let us " watch and pray." We 
conclude our report of that meeting 
with pleasant recollections, and we 
trust, with deep thankfulness. 

I beg further for a little space to 
say a few words on our circuit quar- 
terly meeting, held on September 
29th, in Watery- Street Chapel. A 
growing appreciation of the impor- 
tance of that meeting was manifested 
by an attendance not equalled for 
many years past, and though con- 
siderable inconvenience was thereby 
caused to the kind friends who pro- 
vided the tea, yet they met the emer- 
gency with a promptness and good- 
will peculiar to those whose hearts 
are in their work. About two hundred 
sat down, and that number was con- 
siderably augmented at the after 
meeting for circuit business, com- 
mencing at 6.30 p.m. And yet this 
very pleasing company is not one 
fourth of our total membership, so 
we may truly say there is " room for 
more." Considerable good feeling 
was brought into the meeting by 
somewhat protracted and most ear- 
nest opening prayers by two or three 
brethren. The returns were after- 
wards read, and a net increase of 
twelve upon the past quarter was 
reported. A lively interest was taken 
in the business brought forward, and 
most of the members stayed until the 
close. 

Thank God we have not to write 
Ichabod, but Ebenezer; and at the 
commencement of another year of 
that Union, of which this circuit 
forms an important part, I trust we 
shaU all resolve, God helping us, we 
will see it a greater power for good 
than it has been. Let us lay aside 
every hindrance, and know nothing 



amongst ourselves but the Gospel 
of Christ, and aim constantly at the 
salvation of souls. In conclusion, 
may our spirit be, — 
Gome let us anew our journey pursue, 

Roll round with the year ; 
And never stand still till the Master 

appear. 

J. Doughty, Circuit Secretary. 

EBENEZEB WESLEYAN BEFOBM 
CHAPEL, SHEFFIELD. 

The foundation stone of a new Wes- 
leyan Heform Chapel and School 
was laid in Bramall-Lane, Sheffield, 
on Tuesday, September 17th, by H. 
Seebohm, Esq. The proceedings com- 
menced at 3 o*clock, p.m., when a 
large assemblage of different denomi- 
minations of Christians had collected 
for the occasion. Mr. Hardy, of Shef- 
field, began the service by giving out 
one of our beautijEul hymns, suited for 
the purpose ; after which Mr. Here- 
man, of Baslow ,engaged in prayer. 
Mr. Hardy then made a few preluni- 
nary remarks, and introduced Mr. 
Seebohm, who proceeded to place the 
stone in its proper position, and then 
gave a most interesting and appro- 
priate address, which was listened to 
with profound attention. Mr. James 
Andrew, of Sheffield, afterwards in a 
very lucid manner explained the 
Methodist doctrines to be taught in 
the chapel, our mode of church go- 
vernment, and other matters con- 
nected with the people of God 
intending to worship there, after 
which the meeting was brought to a 
close by singing and prayer. 

In the evening a public tea-meet- 
ing was held in the school-room of 
the Primitive Methodist Chapel, in 
John-Street (Mndjly lent for the occa- 
sion), at which about two hundred 
sat down. After tea, W. Sissons, 
Esq., President of the Sheffield Sun- 
day School Union, was called to the 
chair, and gave a most interesting 
speech. Appropriate addresses were 
also given by the Rev. G. Hester, 
Rev. S. Parkin, and Messrs. J. 
Hardy, J. Hirst, J. Howarth, J. Neal, 
G. H. Chapman, and S. Hereman. 
The collections on the ground and in 
the evening were very good, and 
after the thanks of the meeting had 
been accorded to .the^wwirter ^^ 
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tznstees of the Primitiye Metiiodist 
Chapel for their kindness, &c., the 
meeting terminated with singing and 
prayer. 

ICABBRO— BOTHEBHAM AND 
HEXBBO' CIRCUIT. 
The dedication of the first new 
chapel since the incorporation of 
Botiierham, took place on Thursday, 
September 6th, when opening ser- 
yices in connection with the new 
Wesleyan Reform Ebenezer Chapel, 
were commenced by the Rev. Dr. 
Falding (principal of the Rotherham 
College) preaching in the afternoon 
at 2.30, and the Rev. R. Stainton, of 
Sheffield, in the evening at 6.80. 
On the following Smiday, September 
8th, S. H. Burrows, Esq., of Shef- 
field, preached morning and even- 
ing, and on Sunday, September 15th, 
the morning and evening services 
were conducted by Mr. S. Hereman, 
of Baslow. The attendance through- 
out was very good, and the collections 
satisfjEictory. On Monday, the 16th, 
a public tea-meeting was held, when 
five hundred or more sat down. The 
chair was afterwards ably occupied 
by his Worship, the Mayor of Romer- 
liam (J. M. Habershon, Esq.), and 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
Dr. Falding, of Rotherham, Rev, 
Alexander Holland, of Grantham, 
and G. Eskholme, Esq., of Rother- 
ham, Messrs. J. Neal, of Sheffield, 
and S. Hereman, of Baslow. After 
votes of thanks were accorded to 
the chairman, &c., these interesting 
opening services were brought to a 
close by singing and prayer. 

OAETHOBPE, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH 
CIBCUIT. 

On Sunday, August 25th, two very 
useful and practical sermons were 
delivered in the Primitive Chapel, 
Oakthorpe (kindly lent for the occa- 
sion), by Mr. J. Hunt, of Measham, 
and Mr. Cheatle, of Ashby-de-la 
Zouch (both Wesleyan local preach- 
ers). A divine influence pervaded 
both the services, and the collections 
amounted to the handsome sum of 
£S 2s., being considerably in advance 
of any previous occasion. In addi- 
tion to our own people, there were 
present, who kindly lent their assist- 



ance, members of the Church of Eng- 
land, of the Baptists, Wesleyans, 
Primitive Methodists, and other deno- 
minations, to all of whom our best 
thanks are due for their great kind- 
ness to us. 

FOOLOW— BAKEWBLL CIBCTJIT. 

On Tuesday, September 24th, a 
bazaar was opened at Foolow, to 
liquidate the debt standing on the 
new chapel and Sunday-school there. 
The debt remaining was ^100, and it 
is thought that by this bazaar and a 
little extra effort, the whole of the 
debt might be swept away. In the 
evening a public tea-meeting was 
held, which was numerously at- 
tended, and some excellent ad&esses 
were delivered. 
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THE SABBATH SCHOOLS AND OtTB 

MISSION CAUSE. 
Thb time is fast approaching when 
the Sabbath school teachers and scho- 
lars will be again solicited to assist 
in collecting by cards for our Missions. 
Last year we had an increase from 
this source, and we stUl have an im- 
pression that if all who can, would 
try and help, our increase this year 
would be much larger. The returns 
made to the last Delegate meeting 
show 3,236 teachers and 18,588 
scholars. What cannot such an army 
do ? Will our school officers encou- 
rage our young people in this work ? 
The General Committee have re- 
solved to take all the care possible in 
the selection of books for rewards for 
collectors. We desire our young peo- 
ple to know that last year, by the la- 
bour of our missionariBS, »89 were 
reported as brought from the way of 
sin to God; 8579 families were vi- 
sited, and to many of these the Bible 
was read and prayer offered. The 
total good cannot be told. Let it be 
remembered that every child who took 
a card and collected, helped in this 
great and good work. Will not all 
our Bible class scholars, and our 
larger children in the schools try 
what they can do? 

To interest child:een in any matter 
we must let them, as ffr ^^^j^f^ble, 
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take a part; this is often seen in 
common daily life ; as the little girl in 
her supposed help to her mother in the 
duties of the house ; or the little boy, 
who, by his busy hands, thinks he 
does wonders when he lifts a tool, or 
carries a little wood for his father in 
his evening mechanical work at home, 
after ^e labour of the day in the fac- 
tory or shop. It should not be for- 
gotten that the smallest hair casts a 
shadow ; the most trifling act has its 
consequences, if not here, at least, 
hereafter. The future man is often 
found in the child. The fruit of ftdl- 
grown life is often from the seeds 
sown in childhood and youth. The 
more we can interest our young peo- 
ple in doing good now they are young, 
the more good are they likely to do 
in manho(^ and after life. In now 
impressing our children with habits 
of truth, industry, and frugality, we 
give them that which is better than 
large sums of gold. 

u our superintendents, secretaries, 
and teachers would rise so high as to 
take the lead and set the example to 
the scholars, by themselves taking 
a card and becoming collectors for the 
Missions, the influence would be for 
the good of our cause. Let us all 
tmite and do our best. 

If each school connected with our 
Union will send to the General Secre- 
tary of the Missions, either by their 
School Secretary, or the Circuit Sec- 
retary, and state the number of cards 
needed, they shall be sent either to 
each school Of circuit during this 
month — ^November. See the name 
and address of General Secretary on 
cover of this magazine. 

General Sec. 

N.B.— Missionary boxes for schools 
or families can be had on application. 

BELVOIB STREET CHAPEL, 
NORWICH. 
On Sept. 15th, 1872, we had a very 
impressive service in the baptism of 
thirteen children by Brother Row- 
ling. As the friends were not certain 
of Brother Rowling remaining in 
Norwich, they thought they would 
have their children baptized ; as six 
of the parents received their good 
under the ministry of Brother Row- 
ling, they felt that they should like 



him to baptize their children. Mr. 
and Mrs. Burton, one; Mr. and Mrs. 
Baldwin, one ; Mr. and Mrs. Bates, 
four; Mr. and Mrs. Yaxley, seven. 
And it is pleasing to know that the 
Mission in Norwich was not in vain, 
as six of the parents have been con- 
verted under Brother Rowling since 
the Missions commenced: and as the 
Lord had saved them, they felt it 
their duty to present their children 
to the Lord. And after baptizing 
the children. Brother Rowling gave 
the parents and friends some suita- 
ble advice from Joshua xxiv. 15: 
''As for me and my house, we wUl 
serve the Lord." In the afternoon 
he gave an address to the school; and 
in Uie evening we had an excellent 
time from Matt. xvii. 4 : " Lord, it is 
good for us to be here." And in the 
prayer meeting we had one poor 
backslider restored. Praise the Lord! 
To God be all the glory ; and we are 
looking for better days. May the 
Lord revive hjs work, and save pre- 
cious and immortal souls for Chnst's 
sake ! Amen. 

GBIMESTHOBPE, SHEFFIELD 

CIRCUIT. 

Bbotheb F. J. Devine commenced a 

series of a fortnight's special jervices 

with us on October 6th. 

Brothers Devine, and Grimes- 
thorpers are old friends and mutual 
admirers. The special efforts were snc- 
cessM in two senses, one of which 
can, and the other cannot, be repre- 
sented in words, on the pages of a 
magazine. The former sense relates 
to several practical illustrations of 
the text, **01d things have passed 
away, and behold, all things have be- 
come new ;" and the latter, to a sort 
of diffusion and infusion of the graces 
of the Spirit amongst our members, 
causing us the more to reverence 
•* The name the angels sing," to love 
God, and to obey more implicitly 
" the voice of God within." 

These results are traceable to three 
causes : 1, A kindred oneness of feel- 
ing and action between preacher and 
people ; 2, Faith in and communion 
with theDivine Being; 3, Plain, pithy, 
doctrinal preaching, clenched, or dri- 
ven home by apt illustrations. 
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LESSON XIV.— OHBIST WITH THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA. 

JOHK iv. 1-26. 
Vebse 1. — Jesus Ohrist is here called ** the Lord.*' As the Lord, He 
** knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesns made and baptized more 
disciples than John." The Pharisees were a powerful religious sect of 
the Jews. The Pharisees here may refer to the members of the Sanhe- 
drim, or those in authority. '< They claimed the authority to regulate 
the rites and ceremonies of religion, and hence they supposed they had a 
right to inquire into the conduct of both John and our Lord." (A. 
Barnes.) The word Jesus means Saviour. The John here named is 
John the Baptist. 

Verse 2. — Jesus did not baptize in His own person, or with His own 
hands. His disciples baptized by His commission or approyal, as His 
ministers or servants. Baptism is administered by sprinkling or pouring 
water, orjimmersion, in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; 
an ordinance instituted by Ohrist, in which a person is initiated into the 
visible Church. (Matt, zxviii. 19.) A disciple is a scholar or follower. 
If Jesus had baptized any, it might have caused disputes and emulations 
among His followers. (See 1 Cor. i. 17.) 

Verse 8. — The Lord Jesus Christ left Judea, and departed again into 
Galilee^ It is supposed that Jesus had continued in Judea^about half a 
year or more, He having gone into Judea soon after the passover (John 
ill. 22), and He returned to Galilee four months before harvest. (John 
iv. 85.) He left Judea to shun the effects of the resentment of the 
Pharisees, whose envy and malice He might have known had grown to 
such a state as to endanger His life. It is not wrong for the disciples to 
flee from the face of danger arising from persecution, when they feel 
their work is not done. Judea was a province of Asia, called anciently 
Canaan, Palestine, the Land of Promise, the Land of Israel, and, lastly, 
the Land of Judea. Sometimes the name Judea denotes the territories 
of Judah, Benjamin, Dan, and Simeon ; it was bounded on the north by 
Samaria, on the east by the Dead Sea, on the west by the Mediter- 
ranean, and on the south by Arabia. In the days of our Lord, it was 
governed by Pontius Pilate. (Luke iii. 1.) Its climate is mild, and its 
fertility was most exuberant. Jesus went into Galilee. This was a 
country not so much under the influence of the Pharisees, and where 
John's ministry had prepared His way. (See Matt. iv. 12 ; Mark i. 14.) 

Yerse 4. — The Lord, in travelling from Judea to Galilee, mast needs 

go through Samaria. The boundaries of Samaria were : on the north 

by Galilee, on the east by the Jordan, on the west by the Mediterranean, 

and on the south by Judea. The possessions included in it were those 

Dbosusbb, 1872. n 
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of Ephraim and Manassefa. It consiBted of fertile valleyB and hills. (1 
Kings xvi. 24.) • 

Verse 5. — ^The city of Samaria, to whieh Jesns came, was Syehar. 
" Syehar is only a corrupt pronunciation of Sychem, or Shechem. Syehar 
is a name given to this city by the Jews, in their enmity to the Sama- 
ritans, hy way of reproach, and which signifies, the drunken city." It is 
supposed to be the same with Shechem. (Gen. zxzvii. 12 ; Josh, zziv* 
82.). "The inhabitants of Shechem are about seven thousand, Arabs, 
Christians, Samaritans, and about sixty Jews. The houses much re- 
semble those in Jerusalem, and are built of stone ; the upper rooms pro- 
jecting over the irregular, narrow, and filthy streets." (John Ashworth.) 
Its present name is Nablous. It is about thirty-five miles north of Jeru- 
salem, and about eight miles south-east of Samaria. Near to this Syehar 
* was the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob 
gave this parcel of ground to Joseph at the time of his sickness, just 
before death. (See Qen. zlviii. 21, 22.) Jacob was the son of Isaac. 
He had twelve sons. He died in Egypt. He was 147 years old when 
he died. This was 1689 years before Christ. Joseph was one of the 
sons of Jacob. He was born in Mesopotamia. He was sold as a slave 
when he was seventeen years of age. He was sold by his brethren to 
some Midianitish merchants. They took him into Egypt, and sold Hm 
again to one Potiphar. Joseph afterwards became prime minister ifi 
Pharaoh, or ruler in Egypt. He married Asenath, the daughter of Poti- 
pherah, priest of On. (Gen. xli. 60.) He died 1685 years before &» 
birth of Christ. He was 110 years old when he died. (Gen. 1. 26.) 
The children of Israel brought up his remains out of Egypt, and buried 
the^l in Shechem, or the Syehar of the New Testament.* (See Josh. 
xxiv. 82.) 

Verse G.'^Near to this Syehar was Jabob's well. It is uncertain why 
this well was so called ; whether because he dug it, or whether onij 
because he was the proprietor of it, and used it for. himself and family^ 
or for what other r^son. (See verse 12.) It is nowhere else spoken oi 
in the Scriptures. ** It is much questioned by mary whether the well 
that is at present shown to travellers for Jacob's woU be that where onr 
Saviour discoursed with the Samaritan woman, because it seems too 
remote from the town for women to come thither to draw water ; unless 
we may suppose that the city did formerly extend itself farther that way 
than it does now." (Stackhouse.) John Ashworth remarks, in his 
" Walks in Canaan :"—" The well is still deep, the mouth covered by 
an arch, about two-thirds only of which remains. Stooping down, 
through the broken part we let down our pitcher, or earthen bottle ; but 
the string being too short, we called for another and another. One of 
our party, sitting by the well, reading aloud the fourth chapter of John» 
called out, in the words of the woman, * The well is deep, and thou hast 
nothing to draw with.' We all drank at the well, and. tr^if^^^ some- 
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thing of thai other welli which the Messiah gives, and that springs up 
into everlasting life." Jesns came to this well. He felt wearied with 
His journey. What a perfect evidence of the humanity of Jesns 1 Jesns 
had all the properties, feelings, and sympathies of humanity, as well as 
the perfections of the Godhead, in Himself. The Jews counted their 
hours £rom six in the morning to six in the evening. It would therefore 
be noon, or twelve o'dodc, when He '* sat thus on the well." The first 
mention of hours we have in the Bible is Dan. iv. 19. The Jews an- 
ciently divided their day into four parts : morning, noon, or high day, 
the first evening, and the last evening. The Jews learned to divide the 
day by hours from the Chaldeans. 

Verse 7. — There came a woman of Samaria to the well to draw water. 
Not a woman of the city of Samaria ; this was fifteen miles distant : but 
she was of the country, and, doubtless, a resident of the city of Sychar. 
Jesus spoke to her. How God can use small things as a means to great 
good 1 This woman came to draw water. It was the means of her con- 
version. Jesus was a Jew, the woman a Samaritan ; yet Jesus spoke to 
her. Let us learn of Him. He said to her, " Give Me to drink." 
Jesus was wearied. It was at the mid of day. This request leads to a 
conversation. Jesus was always ready to seek and to save that which 
was lost. How often the Lord speaks to us I but we do not always 
give Him our attention. Jesus now speaks to you ; now, in this lesson. 
Hear Him say, " Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." 
"If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink." '* My son, give 
Me thine heart ; and let thine eyes observe my ways." 

Verse 8. — The disciples had gone away into the city to buy meat. 
Jesus might not have any friend, into whose house He and His disciples 
could enter, in or near this place. Jesus did not ordinarily live by 
miracles. It is likely that our Saviour's friends and followers supplied 
Him with money for His necessary occasions. Jesus only once wrought 
a miracle to. procure money, and tiiat was not for Himself in the way of 
support, but for tribute money. (Matt. xvii. 24-27.) The disciples were 
gone to buy meat. Jesus, as a Man, needed water for His refreshment, 
and meat for His meals. '< Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to 
be made like unto His brethren." (Heb. ii. 17.) 

Verse 9. — ^The woman said unto Jesus, " How is it that Thou, being 
a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria T* This 
woman owned Him as a Jew. This .might be from His peculiar mode of 
dress, or because the Lord spoke to her in the CralilsBan dialect. The 
reply of the woman might be one of wonder, that He, being a Jew, 
would ask a favour of her, a woman of Samaria ; or it might express her 
surprise that He should expect that she would give Him to drink. He 
being a Jew, and she a Samaritan. She therefore refers to the conduct 
of the Jews to the Samaritans, and says, " For the Jews have no deal- 
ings with the Samaritans." ** The chief reasons of^^^^ Jewish hatred of 

N 2 
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the Samaritans were these three : — 1st. The foreign extraction of the 
Samaritans, they being most of them descendants from the GntheanS) 
whom Shalmaneser sent to Samaria when he carried away the ten tribes 
into captivity. (2 Kings xvii. 24 ; xviii. 9.) 2nd. The diflference of their 
religion and worship ; forasmuch as that of the Samaritans was a kind 
of mixture of Jewish and Pagan rites together. The Samaritans held 
only the Pentateuch, or the five books of Moses, as inspired Scripture ; 
they did not accept the prophets. 8rd. The rival Temple, which the 
Samaritans had built on Mount Gerizim, and consecrated to Jupiter 
Olympus, ih order to avoid the persecution of Antiochus." (Stackhouse 
and Dr. Cummings.) The Jews were the descendants of Jacob. They 
would have no friendly dealings with, and receive no favour from, the 
Samaritans. We read ** that the temple on Mount Gerizim is utterly 
laid waste ; yet three times a year the Samaritans go] in solemn proces- 
sion, reading the law as they go. These days are the Feast of the Pass- 
over, when they sacrifice seven lambs, and remain all night ; then on 
the Day of Pentecost and the Feast of Tabernacles, when they carry 
with them branches of trees to make booths. They keep the Sabbath 
with Jewish strictness, praying in their houses on the Friday night, and 
in the synagogue three times on the Saturday " — their Sunday. (*' Walks 

in Ganaan."} 

" Ye different sects, who all declare, 
* Lo, here is Christ 1 * or, ' Christ is there 1' 
Your stronger proofs divinely give. 
And show me where the Christians Uve." John Lobd. 
{To be continued,) 



^nnbas Stbol €ahmn. ^l^ man's decease, and keeping watoh 

* ^ through its long aud silent hours, 

THE UPEIGHT JUDGE, might have seen the pale face and 

stealthy movements of a vounff man, 

FOUNDED ON ^DSrCIDENTI^ THE LIFE. OP ^ ^ y,^^ ^^^ ^^^^' %y,^^j 

SIB MATTHEW HALE. absorbed in the study of parchment 
A GENTLEMAN in affluent circam- and paper, till, in the grey twilight 
stances, living on a beautiful estate of early morning, aroused by signs 
in one of the eastern counties, had and sounds of the birth of a new day, 
two sons, the elder, who was of a he ceased his occupation, and, pot- 
wild, unsettled disposition, could not ting everything orderly away, he 
be prevailed upon to study any pro- retired to his own sleeping room, 
fession, nor to remain quietly at That night he had read and re-read 
home ; but, after rambling aboat Eng- every letter, and copy of letter,' from 
land for some years, he left hiis both father and absent brother, and 
father's house and went abroad. had destroyed every scrap of corre- 
At the homestead things went on spend ence of a later date than two 
as usual for a number of years, until years. At the breakfastrtable he 
at length the husband joined his appeared as usual, and having 
long buried wife in the stillness of written to the family solicitor and 
the grave, lamenting to the last the the trustees, he started for a neigh- 
absence of his beloved, but vagrant bouring town to complete the project 
son. Any one entering that shat- his brain had conceived, 
tered mansion on the night of the On the arrival of the trustees they 
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inquired the address of the heir, bat 
was told that the elder brother died 
two years ago in an obscure village 
in the province of Limousin, in 
France ; tliat this information had 
been brought to his late father by a 
foreigner who had resided till lately 
in a town two miles distant, and that 
having no communication from the 
absent one during that time, they 
had concluded the information to be 
correct. 

On examining the papers of de- 
ceased, this statement was fuUy cor- 
roborated, the last letter from the 
missing son being dated two years 
back, and being written from a neigh- 
bouring province to the one named. 
The reading of the will proved the 
estate to have been entailed, and the 
elder son having never married, the 
younger one was put in possession 
as the rightful heir. 

After CDJoying the estate for several 
years, the gentleman was visited one 
day by a wretched-looking object 
who claimed hospitality on the ground 
that he was his long-lost brother. 
He was repulsed with scorn ; told 
that he was an impostor, and that 
the person he represented himself to 
be had been dead for years, which 
could be proved by a witness. 

The poor fellow, being utterly desti- 
tute, knew not what to do for the best. 
He went round the circle of his 
Mends in former years, but no one 
could advise or assist him — ^indeed 
they could scarcely recognise him. 
At length he thought of a solicitor 
who had befriended him in happier 
times, and to him he went with his 
pitiful story. 

His friend pointed out to him the 
difficulties of his case ; told him his 
brother was a man of much influence 
in the county, and that he was sure 
he would spare no expense in resist- 
ing his claim, and .that as he had no 
means for carrying on a legal contest, 
the odds were fearfully against him. 
After repeated importunities the 
lawyer agreed to undertake his case 
on the condition that, if successful, 
he should receive one thousand 
guineas. 

To this the poor man gladly as- 
sented. Accordingly the lawyer en- 
tered .an action against the younger 



brother, and the cause was to be 
heard at the next general assizes at 
Chelmsford, in Essex. 

Having thus declared war against 
his powerful neighbour, the lawyer 
was determined, if possible, to carry 
it to a successful issue. Knowing 
well the justice of his cause and the 
unprincipled conduct of his opponent, 
he was resolved to spare neither 
trouble nor expense to gain his suit. 

Among other things he decided to 
consult the best judoje of his age — 
Lord Chief Justice Hale. He lias- 
tened, therefore, to London, and laid 
the case, with all its circumstances, 
before his Lordship. 

The judge, who was a man of the 
sternest integrity, and who took a 
delight in exposing the corruptions 
of the age, heard the case attentively, 
manifested deep interest in it, and 
promised all the assistance in his 
power. 

Having given the lawyer his word, 
he worked hard, early and late, so 
as to finish the business in his own 
court before the assizes commenced 
at Chelmsford. This happily accom- 
plished, he set out on his journey. 

Late in the afternoon preceding 
the day of assize, he arrived at a 
village a short distance from the 
town. Leaving his servant and 
horses at the road-side inn, he sallied 
out in quest of lodgings for himself 
at a less conspicuous place — this he 
found at the residence of a miller on 
the outskirts of Chelmsford. 

Being a man full of humour and 
anecdote, he made himself very 
a^eeable to the miller and his family 
during the evening, and from them 
he gleaned a few scraps of informa- 
tion which would be of service to 
him in his benevolent object on the 
following day. 

Before retiring for the night he 
asked his host for a private con- 
ference, which was readily granted. 

He told the miller that he was not 
altogether unknown in Chelmsford, 
that he had come on assize business 
of importance, but that he wished 
to remain unrecognised until a par- 
ticular cause had been decided. He 
hoped, therefore, as they were nearly 
equal in size, to borrow one of the 
nuUer's suits of clothes, leaving his 
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own as a set-oflf. As the judge wore 
a very good suit of broad-cloth the 
man had no reason to object. 

On the following morning the judge, 
completely encased in one of the mil- 
ler's best suits,saunteredinto the town. 
When he got to the County Hall he 
walked to and fro like an ignorant 
countryman, but narrowly observed 
all that transpired around him. 

As Hie court began to fill he found 
out the poor fellow whose interests 
he had come to promote, and entered 
into conversation with him. He 
soon found out that he had not much 
hope of success, but that his kind 
firiend, the solicitor, had expectations 
from an unknown quarter. 

" Well, friend." replied the miller, 
"I heartily wish you success, be- 
cause I believe your cause to be a 
just one. Take my advice — every 
Englishman has the right to object 
to any one of the jurymen out of the 
twelve without giving any reason, 
and, if possible, get me chosen in his 
place, and I will do you all the ser- 
vice in my power." 

The poor man thanked him sin- 
cerely for his wishes, and promised to 
do as he advised. So when the jury- 
men entered the box the plaintm 
appeared to scrutinise each counten- 
ance very intently, and as the derk 
called over their names, there was 
one to whom he objected. 

The presiding judge was very in- 
dignant, and demanded in a loud 
voice — "What he meant, and why 
he objected to that gentleman any 
more than to the rest?" 

** I mean, m^ lord," said he '* to 
assert my privilege as an English- 
man." 

The judge, who had received a 
heavy bribe, was very vexed, but in 
order to conceal it by a show of 
uprightness, replied, 

"Very well, sir. As you claim 
your privilege I will grant it in this 
instance. Whom do you wish to 
have in the room of the gentleman to 
whom you object ?" 

After a little time spent in seeming 
consideration, he said — 

"My lord, I wish to have an 

honest man chosen ;" and looking 

'^und the court his eye fell npon the 

'^er, "My lord, there ii that 



miller: if he has no objection, I 
should like to have him, if you please." 

No one had any objections to uree. 
The miller accordingly entered the 
jury box. 

When the clerk of the court had 
bound each by oath to find a verdict 
according to the evidence adduced, 
an active little man entered the com- 
partment and put something into 
each of the jury-men's hand. Into 
the nuUer's he put five golden 
guineas. He saw at a glance that 
3iey were all bribed, and he whis- 
pered to his neighbour — 

" How much have you got ?'* 

" Ten pieces," was the reply. 

The case was opened by tiie plain- 
tiff's counsel, and all the evidence 
that it was possible to bring forward 
was produced to prove the plaintiff's 
identity. 

The defendant was provided with 
a number of witnesses to swear to 
tiie contrary, and had able pleaders 
liberally paid to enforce their asser- 
tions. These witnesses affirmed thai 
they knew the elder brother inti- 
mately, and that the plaintiff in no 
way resembled him, while one 
solemnly assured his lordship that 
he was present when the elder brotiier 
died, and that he saw him buried. 
Th6 advocates pleaded with great 
power upon this accumulated evi- 
dence, and everything went pros- 
perously in the younger brother's 
favour. 

The judge summed np the evi- 
dence with great deliberation, show- 
ing that not the slightest doubt could 
exist in the mind of any one in the 
court as to who was the proper 
claimant. "And now, gentlemen, 
said he " retire and consider your 
▼ordict; and let it be such as yon 
shcdl deem most just." 

Without quitting the box they 
decided in favour of the younger 
brother. 

" Gentlemen of the jury," said the 
judge, "are you agreed, and who 
shall speak for you ?" 

"We are all agreed*" replied one, 
" and our foreman shall speak for us. 

" Hold ! my lord," said the miller. 
" We are not all agreed." 

"Why, what's the matter with 
you?" said the judge in no v«7 
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amiable mood. " What reasons have 
you for disagreeing ?" 

" I have several reasons, my lord," 
replied the miller. " The first is, they 
have given to all these gentlemen of 
the jury ten pieces of gold, and to 
me they have given but five ; which 
you know is not fair : besides, I have 
many objections to nrge against the 
evidence of the witnesses for the 
defence, which is most contradictory, 
and also to the arguments based upon 
that evidence by the counsel for the 
defendant, which are most illogical 
and unjust." Having thus warmed 
himself for the conflict, the miller 
went on exhibiting such an extensive 
acquaintance wi& law; such vast 
erudition ; such keen penetration of 
judgment and close reasoning; and 
withal expressing himself with such 
manly eloquence, that the whole court 
was electrified with shame, surprise, 
and admiration. 

As the miller, with unflinching 
fidelity to truth, was exposing the 
disgraceful conspiracy, he was inter- 
rupted by the judge, who, with 
quivering lip and blanched face, 
naked '' Who he was ; and where he 
came from." 

" My name is Matthew Hale," said 
the nuUer ; '* I am Lord Chief Jus- 
tice of the King's Bench, and I come 
from Westminster Hall. My suspi- 
cions were aroused concerning your 
real character, and from the inquitous 
proceedings to-day in this case my 
rears have been more than realised. 
I find you are a guilty partv in this 
shameM business. Come down, sir, 
from a seat you have so much dis- 
graced, and which I hope never to 
see you fill again. I will try this 
cause myself." 

Crest-feJlen and obsequious the 
unjust judge descended from the 
magisterial chair, and Sir Matthew, 
in his miller's dress, went over the 
entire evidence, proving from the 
false witnesses themselves the vali- 
dity of the plaintiff's claims, and after 
confirming the title and dealing out 
various terms of punishment for 
fraud, conspiracy, and perjury, Sir 
Matthew left Chelmsford, having 
gained another victory in favour of 
truth and justice, and adding another 
laurel to his own crown of fame: 



for the righteous shall be had in 
everlasting remembrance, while the 
name of the wicked shall perish. 
F. J. D. 



BEFLBOnONS FOB.THB CL08B 
OF THE TEAB. 

EvsBY separate part and action of 
life has two important periods con- 
nected with it — ^the beginning and 
the end. We lay the foundation ; but 
we find much unfinished work in 
life. If even good men could carry 
out to completion the good purposes 
of their hearts, or the good designs 
commenced, much more good would 
be done than we at present see. 
How many were the purposes for 
good and the designs mr labour we 
set before us at the beginning of this 
year ? But how much fruit have we 
brought to perfection, or how much 
work have we finished ? The broken 
fragments of our purposes and de- 
signs lie about us. How little of 
accomplished labour do we behold? 
Much begun, little finished. The 
mind appears more unstable than 
anything else. The affections are 
inconstant, and the feelings to which 
we are subject are variable. Paul's 
prayer for the church at Colosse ap- 
pears very kind on his part, " That 
ye might be filled with the knowledge 
of His will in all wisdom and spiri- 
tual understanding, strengthened with 
all might, accordmg to His glorious 
power, unto all patience and long 
suffering with joyfulness." These are 
the important graces needed as quali- 
fications to constancy in purposes for 
good. 

In the reflections of the mind at the 
close of the year, we must not look at 
the dark side of our life only. There 
is a bright side as well. The Sab- 
bath School teachers in their classes 
have not altogether laboured in vain, 
though often tired and vexed by the 
conduct of some of the scholars, but 
often cheered and encouraged by the 
attention of others. Where the object 
is pure in our labour, God will not 
allow it all to be in vain, or without 
effect. It may be there is more left 
undone of what we purposed than 
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there is completed, yet the little done 
in love for souls for Christ's sake, 
though like a cnp of cold water given 
to a disciple in the name of a dis- 
ciple, it shall not lose its reward. 

That there are many things which 
on ..review make us ashamed, and 
give cause for humility and peni- 
tence hefore God, may be very true. 
Can we look at the fact of our nume- 
rical decline of 210 members in our 
churches, and not • feel humbled 
before the Lord ? Might it not have 
been an encouraging iu crease, if we 
had kept more to th^ purposes we 
had formed in our minds at the be- 
ginning of the year ? 

As we reflect on the year past, we 
are reminded of the many changes 
which have taken place; some cut 
down in the vigour of their days, 
leaving behind them those who have 
wet their graves with tears : yet we 
also remember that many in life have 
for the first time impressed the kiss 
of affection on the cheek of the new 
bom stranger. Thus by the light 
and shade of life,| God keeps up an 
even balance in life's history, making 
life still dear and pleasant. 

The reflections at the end of another 
year bring before us the character 
of our conversations with men. It 
is said of the Rev. John Smith, that 
he seldom refused an invitation to a 
tea party or any social meeting of a 
similar kind. He was of the opinion 
of a great man, that '' parlour preach- 
ing " is a very important part of the 
duty of a minister. May we not en- 
large it and say, of a Christian? yet 
have we not to lament that we have 
thought too little on this matter? We 
may have thought our words light and 
of small importance, but they are not 
so. How will they appear in the 
balance of God, at that day when 
every little word will have to be 
accounted for? Words will then be 
found to have a weight and impor-. 
tance we do not always think they 
contain. We should now use every 
opportunity to speak good words, but 
it is needful that we keep a watch 
over and bridle our tongues against 
evU speaking. Words often live in 
the minds of those who hear them 
long after the tongue that speaks 
them is still in death. 



Let ns, as church officers and mem- 
bers, thus examine ourselves, and let 
us humble ourselves before God. 
This will be a preparation for the 
renewing of our covenant with God at 
the beginning of another year. We 
may be called on then to consider 
what it will cost us to be the servants 
of Christ, and to take a thorough 
survey of the whole business of Chru- 
tianity, — a very solemn work, yet one 
in which thousands have found a 
great blessing. 

We close these reflections with the 
inspired prayer : " And the very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I 
pray God your whole spirit, and soul, 
and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of the Lord Jesas 
Christ. Faithful is He that oalleth 
you, who also will do it." X. 



BLESSINGS OF PROVIDENCB. 

Thine not they are blest alone, 
Whose lives an even tenor keep ; 
The Power who pities man has shown 
A blessing for the eyes that weep. 

The light of smilei again will fill 
The lids that overflow with tears, 
And weary hours of grief and pain 
Give promises of brighter years. 

There is a day of snnny rest, 
For every dark and troubled night ; 
Sorrow may 'bide an evening gnest, 
But joy will come with morning light. 

For God has marked each sorrowing day, 
And counted every secret tear ; 
And heaven's long age of bliss will pay 
For all His children suffer here. 

^mt^$, 

HAPPINESS OF THE POOB. 
Labours of the body jfree us from 
pains of the mind. This is what con- 
stitutes the happiness of the poor. 

BEGIN SOMETHING. 
Thought often engenders thought. 
Hace one idea on paper, another 
will follow it, and still another, until 
you have written a page. You can- 
not fathom your mind ; there is a 
well of thought there which has no 
bottom. The more you draw from it, 
the more clgp jpd fruitful it will be. 
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WZSLETAK BEFOBM UNION. 
Thb oommand of the Lord to Peter 
on his profession of love to Hhat 
** Feed my lambs," ought to be more 
before the eyes of the Churoh of 
Christ in the present day. The veiy 
liberal manner in which our Sabbath 
Bohools are supported cannot bi^t be 
pleasing to all who are engaged in 
their working, but it cannot be con- 
clnded that the duty of the church 
ends here. The care and labour ex- 
pressed in the three words *' Feed my 
Iambs," means more than maJdug a 
good collection. The spiritual over- 
sight and instruction implied or in- 
dnded in this command must not be 
neglected, or if neglected, the respon- 
sibiliiy must rest on those who neg- 
lect so important a part of Christian 
duty. It is time the churches in our 
Union made the young of our Sab- 
bath schools more the subjects of 
their labour and care. The returns 
made to our last Delegate Meeting 
only shows 162 scholars joining 
the churches during the year, while 
we report 186 schools and 18,688 
Bcholars. These facts are affect- 
ing, and ought not only to speak to 
all those who are at present work- 
ing in our schools, but to the churches 
with which the schools are connected. 

Let us call the attention of the 
teachers and officers of our Sabbath 
schools to the short report of the ser- 
vice held with the scholars in the 
Watery Street School, Siieffield, re- 
ported in these notes. Will not such 
like means be followed with results 
equally glorious ? It would be wise 
to have a trial, and yet try again. 
We would urge upon all the managers 
of the Sabbath schools, instant, power- 
ful, and earnest efforts for revivals 
amon^ our young people and scholars. 
Here is a field for much labour, and 
from which we may expect great 
results. A popular Yorkshire mi- 
nister has said, "Toung converts 
make the most steadfast Christians." 

We ask our officers to give all the 
attention in their power, so as to be 
able to give a return at the next 
Delegate Meeting of the correct state 
of our schools in the religious aspect 
of both teachers and scholars. 



The united prayerful labour of all 
in the churches is at present needed, 
in order to promote the cause of 
Christ, sin is so bold and tdces such 
an effect on the mind of men. It is 
time we put forth our strength to 
resist its evil influences. 

8t, Just-^** At our quarterly meet- 
ing, held on October 2drd, our chorch 
resolved to ask the General Com- 
mittee to appomt us a missionary for 
one or two months. The Eev. S. 
Dunn left us about two months since. 
Our pulpit has been supplied by our 
own local preachers, but we think 
the time is come for an outpouring 
of the Spirit of God. The seed has 
been sowUf now we want the harvest, 
and our cry is, ' Send over a man to 
help us r " 

Sheffield Distriot.--*' You will be 
glad to leam that we had a most 
interesting meeting. Never more pre- 
sent. The friends at Eotherham, 
where the meeting was held, got up 
a tea meeting, which was well at- 
tended, and considering the people 
are poor, they did very well. After 
making deductions for two places, 
Grantham sixteen, Mansfield fifty- 
one, we show an increase of thirteen 
members on the half year." 

Sheffield Circuit, Watery-Street.-- 
Brother Devine writes, " We had a 
^^PP7* blessed work on Sunday, 
October 20th, amongst the young. I 
gave the address in tiie school. I 
saw the emotion that prevailed, in- 
vited those that were seeking the 
Saviour to retire into the first vestry. 
It was soon filled with anxious in- 
quirers, then the next vestry was 
also filled. The band-room was 
cleared and many rushed there, 0, 
what a sight ! I shall never forget 
it. Every teacher seemed affected, 
tears coursing down every face. 
Many found liberty. I cannot say 
how many, but the Leaders' Meeting 
on the Monday following thought it 
sufficienUy important to appoint two 
persons to take charge of the dear 
young friends who promised to join 
the church. At the evening service 
in the chapel there was a solemn 
influence; three adults found salva- 
vation. A man and his wife were in 
the number. It was a sight that 
moved all present to see tiie two 
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stand before the commimion rail and 
testify of the grace bestowed, Onr 
earnest prayer is that the good work 
begun may go on. We are encouraged 
by the thought, " It is not by mi^ht 
nor by power; but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord." To God be all the praise. 
Let us labour more than ever to bring 
the young to Christ." The Secretary 
'writes: " ]ji connection with our. 
Watery-Street Church, we have just 
had our missionary services, and had 
a visit from Brother Devine. I may 
say that the entire year has been a 
good one to our church, having had 
many of our young people out of our 
Sunday school brought to tiie know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and they are now living witnesses 
of His power to save, besides others 
who have been brought to love Christ. 
At our missionary meeting, held Oct. 
28th, Brother W. Jowsey in the chair, 
the cause wad well sustained by 
Brothers Hardy, Doughty, Nodder 
and Devine. llie people were much 
pleased." 

Addingham. — ^**We are arran^g 
for missionary sermons and meeting. 
On Monday, October 28th, two souls 
professed to find Jesus. To God be 
all the glory." 

London, Portland Town, — The 
quarterly tea-meeting for the chapel 
fund was held on Monday, November 
4th. The attendance was small, it 
being a very wet evening. Brother 
J. Parker, of Finedon, was in the 
chair. The meeting was addressed 
by Brother W. Nott, Rev. J. Lord, 
and Mr. Tinsdale, Primitive Metho- 
dist. Hopes were expressed that the 
church would see better and more 
prosperous days." 

Doncaster. — " I am thankful to be 
able to inform you that we are much 
united, and that, as far as the mem- 
bers of the church are concerned, 
there is prosperity in Divine tilings. 
Our want and desire is that sinners 
may be converted and added to our 
numbers. J« ^^ 

WESLEYAN BEFORM UNION. 
COMMITTEE. ' 
Held at 8, Exeter Hall, November 8th, 1872. 
Brethren present: T. H. Richard, 
W. Nott, P. Parker, and J. Lord. 
Brother T. H. Richard in the chair. 



Brother P. Parker opened the meet- 
ing with prayer. 

The minutes of the committee 
meeting, held October 11th, were read 
and confirmed. 

The correspondence was read. 

The following brethren had replied 
to the agenda wis month : J. Packett, 
E. Oourtnall, A. Holland, R. Nicholls, 
W, Wilkinson, J. Neal, E. Barley. J. 
Butler, T. Chamberlain, and J. Parker, 

The missionaries' reports were read. 

The secretary stated that Mr. 
Dupee had paid the first instalment 
of £1, on behalf of the Wolverhamp- 
ton Chiapel Loan. 

Resolved. That a cheque for the 
salaries and boards of the mission- 
aries, amounting to £28 lis. 8d., be 
drawn. 

Resolved. That Brother Lewis be 
appointed to labour, according to 
request, for two weeks in the Elsectr 
Church, in tiie Rotherham and Mez- 
bro' Circuit, to commence on the 
first of December. 

Resolved. That at the request of 
the Addingham Church, Bro. Loirtf 
remain with them till the end of 
November. 

On the matter of the resolution of 
the Sheffield District Meeting, held 
October 21st at Rotherham, the votes 
were counted, and it was found that 
there were eight for and seven against. 
The following resolution was declared 
approved : — 

"That the District Meeting is of 
opinion that as the Union was divided 
into districte for missionary purposes, 
and missionaries appointed thereto 
by the General Committee, such com- 
mittee ought not to appoint any mis- 
sionary to any church in the district 
without the consent or at the request 
of the District Meeting." 

Resolved. That inasmuch as the 
Sheffield District Meeting has not 
signified its consent or request for the 
appointment of Brother Lewis to the 
Elsecar Church, this meeting is of 
opinion that, in the face of the resolu- 
tion passed at such meeting, si^d 
sanctioned by this committee, fiie ap- 
pointment of Brother Lowis must be 
cancelled, and cancels the same ac- 
cordingly, and that the Elsecar 
Church be informed of the reason. 

Resolved. That Brother, Lowis pe 
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appointed to labonr. in St. Just, 
Cornwall, for two months, commenc- 
ing on the first Sabbath of December, 
till the end of January, 1873. 

Kesolved. That should the Bams- 
lej Oircnit decline to accept the half- 
yearly meeting of the committee, the 
Sheffield Circuit be applied to, and 
asked to accommodate them. 

Hesolyed. That should the Ded- 
dington Circuit apply for a mission- 
ary before the next committee meet- 
ing. Brother Lord be appointed to 
visit them and render aU the help 
possible, or to any other circuit ap- 
plying for labourers. 

Two trade bills ordered to be paid. 

The Book Sfeward read an account 
of the sales for the month, showing 
an increase in the business done. 

Brother Nott concluded the meet- 
ing with prayer. J. L. 

CAWSTON CIECUIT. 
Fabxwsll Bervices were held in 
seTeral of our places to take leave of 
Brother £. Sibcy, who was about to 
leave this circuit to labour in a 
circuit in ComwalL The tea meet- 
ings and services were well attended, 
ai^ also accompanied with much of 
the Diviae influence. The proceeds 
of the tea meeting at Swanton Abbott, 
£1 18b. 6d., were given to Mr. Sibcy, 
as a token of este^ for his services. 
An enthusiastic tea and public meet- 
ing was held in the tabemaole at 
Aylsham on Thursday evening, the 
19th of September, when addresses 
were delivered by the Rev. C. 0. 
Eldridge, Wesl^yan minister, resid- 
ing in the town (who remarked that 
he was losing a friend and a brother, 
one who had frequently worked with 
him both in special services in the 
different chapels, in the open, air, and 
also in temperance meetings), Brother 
W. Guymer, of Elsing, Brother T, 
Hudson, of Sco Kuston, and Brother 
W. Rowling, of Norwich (missionary). 
Mr. S. Haylett, of Bawdeswell, pre- 
sided over the meeting. During the 
meeting the chairman gave a very 
earnest and touching address, making 
mention of the earnest labours of Mr. 
Sibcy ; a^d also spoke favourably of 
the character of Mrs. Sibcy. At the 
close of his address he presented a 
testimonial to Mr. Sibcy, as a token 



of esteem firom friends in the circuit, 
consisting of a purse containing the 
sum of £8 12s. Od, the above testi- 
monial from Swanton Abbott being 
included. Mr. Sibcy leaves this cir- 
cuit accompanied with the prayers 
and good wishes of a large circle of 
friends, whose esteem he has won 
during the eight years of earnest and 
affectionate labour which he has spent 
among us. 

OUGHTIBBIDGE, SHEFFIELD 
CIBOUIT. 
On Sunday, October 1, two excellent 
sermons were preached in the Wes- 
leyan Reform Chapel, Oughtibridge, 
by Mr. Councillor Neal, of Sheffield, 
llie congregations were large, and 
some exc^ent pieces were sung during 
the services by the choir. The col- 
lections amounted to M 17 s. On 
Monday the tea meeting was well 
attended, and addresses were deli-, 
vered by brothers Austin, Neal, Green, 
and Beaumont, and the choir ren- 
dered good service on the occasion. 
On the last anniversary it was hinted 
tiiat, as trade was good, it would be 
well to try and reduce the chapel 
debt A committee was accordingly 
formed to canvas for subscriptions, 
and the ladies had a Christmas tree, 
by which they raised £16 8s., and 
the members and congregation sub- 
scribed £40, and various other friends 
sent us £21, so we were able to pay 
off JB70. And as a kind friend has 
promised us ten per cent, on the 
amount we raise, we hope to be able 
to pay off another £20 this Christmas. 
We have had the chapel cleaned and 
decorated at a cost of j620, which, 
with the money we had in hand and 
the present anniversary collection, we 
are able to pay off. We have also 
indications of spiritual prosperity, 
several new members having been 
added to our society. Praise the 
Lord! Thomas Guelder. 



KINGSWINFORD 
TEA MEETING, BROCKMOOB. 
Om September 2drd a very interest- 
ing tea meeting was held in the 
Wesleyan Heform Chapel, Campbell- 
Street, Brockmoor, near Brierly Hill, 
when about ISO sat down. After tea 
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the HeT. Thomas Whitehonse deli- 
vered an interesting lecture on 
"The World We Live In," which 
was listened to with great attention. 
Daring the lecture select pieses were 
sung hy the choir, and a very plea- 
sant and iAstructiye evening was 
spent, Great praise is due to both 
the lecturer and to Mr, Jones, the 
leader of the choir. 

William Wtld. 

OOMMON MOOB, LISEEABD 
CIBCUIT. 

Thb anniyersary services of the Free 
Wesleyan Chapel were held on Sun- 
day and Monday, September 29th 
and dOth, when two sermons were 
preached by the Eev. E. Sibcy on 
the Sunday to crowded congregations, 
afternoon and evening. On Monday 
a tea and public meeting were held, 
and addresses were given by Brothers 
Heney (who presided), Tucker, Han- 
cock, and £. Sibcy. 

JUMP.— EOTHERHAM AND 
MEXBBO' CIBCUIT. 
AccoBDiNo to appointment, our old 
and esteemed friend, B. Lowis, com- 
menced his labours with us at Jump 
on the 13th October and ended on 
the 2nd November. We have had 
some blessed times in the services. 
The Lord has been with us, I can- 
not report so much success in the 
conversion of sinners as I could have 
liked, but thank God three persons 
professed to find peace through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For this we 
praise God. Our* brother's labours 
have been made a blessing to the 
church. The tables were spread, and 
they that came did eat. 

On the 28th of October we had a 
missionary meeting. Mr. B. Hobson 
presided, and addresses were delivered 
by Messrs. F. Smith, T. Holmes, and 
H. Addy, of Jump. Brother Lowis 
made a pointed and powerful appeal 
on behalif of the mission cause. 

May the blessing of the Lord rest 
upon every circuit in the Union. 

T. H. 



Congregatumdl MUediany : a Monthly 
Religious Paper. Elliot Stock, 62, 
Paternoster-Bow, London. 
Tms is what it professes to be, a 
monthly religious paper principally 
alluding to the spread of the Gt>spel 
throuffhout the world. It is conducted 
in a liberal spirit, and deserves ex- 
tensive patronage. 

Oyelopadia •/ IUu$trative Anecdotes ; 
complete in twelve parts. Elliot 
Stock, 62, Paternoster-Bow, Lon- 
don. 
Fab as we have seen of this little 
publication it will, when complete, 
contain a very large collection of 
interesting and instructive anecdotes, 
all of a religious character, and are 
nicely classified for preachers, Sun- 
day and day school teachers, and for 
the family circle. We cordially re- 
commend the work to the notice o! 
our numerous readers, and feel quite 
sure they will not be disappointed 
by the small outlay Required for its 
purchase. 

The Missionary World : complete in 
twelve parts. Elliot Stock, 62, 
Paternoster-Bow, London. 
This little work will form, when 
completed, an Encyclopedia in a small 
compass, facts, incidents, statistics, 
sketches, anecdotes, and other infor- 
mation connected with Christian Mis- 
sions of all denominations, in all 
' parts of the world, from the time of 
our Saviour to the present. It gives 
a picture of what the world would be 
without the Gospel, the formation of 
missionary societies, the results of 
missionary enterprise, the means ne- 
cessary to support missions, the open- 
ings of providence for mission la- 
bours, some of the most eminent 
men who have so laboured, and a 
mass of other intelligence connected 
with the subject. The work is printed 
on good paper, in a clear type, and ifl 
otherwise well got up. It will form 
an excellent work, well deserving the 
extensive patronage of all who feel 
interested in missionary operationB. 



VEIAOVAXD 00., PBXNTIBBi OfiTOBD ABKfl VAMUOE, 8T« PAUL' 



fHogk 



CHEISTIM WORDS: 



THE ORGAN OP THE 



WESLEYAN EEFOEM UNION. 



1873. 



'^ ChilBt is Head over all things to His Church, and His Word the only and the 
sufficient rule both of its faith and practice." 



LONDON: 
WESLEYAN REFORM BOOK-ROOM, 8, EXETER HALL, 

AND MAT BE HAD OF ALL BOOKSELLERS. 



^®'^^- Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. 



The year 1878 is near its close, and onr best thanks are especially due 
to those kind friends who have so liberally contributed to enrich the 
pages of their Chbistiak Wobds ; neither do we forget oar nnmerous 
readers, by whose monthly support the work has been continaed so 
successfully year a^ter year. It is, however, desirable that the circulation 
should be greatly increased, especially amongst our Sunday scholars : it 
would then more efficiently assist in stemming the torrent of vice 
amongst the young, and inculcate those principles of religions liberty 
which the present enlightened age demands. Whatever arguments may 
be advanced by the champions of infidelity, and however far ritualism 
may strive to substitute forms and ceremonies for the power of godliness, 
the end of the reign of both the Beast and his image is fast approaching ; 
indeed the sounding strokes of the Stone cut out without hands have for 
years been echoing through the earth ; and as it increases daily in size, 
the strokes will fall proportionately heavier, until the earth shakes and 
the nations are moved as the trees of the wood. Already people of all 
nations are gathering into Christ's Church, and under one great Head 
the whole family of man must be united, for Jesus redeemed all by a 
love ample as the universe, and His way shall certainly be known through 
the earth, and His saving health among all nations. The triumphs of 
the Gospel will never be complete until a world is saved, for Jesus Christ 
tasted death for every man. The latter days of this dispensation, bright 
and joyous as they are to the people of God, are not without bitterness 
and sorrow to those who oppose the Gospel. The day of retribution is 
close at hand, and the truth as it is in Jesus is surely sapping the 
foundation of every false system, and the stron^olds of Satan must 
yield before His power with whom are the armies of heaven, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean ; and soon the universal song will resound 
through earth and skies of ** Alleluia I the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth." 

Samuel Hebemak. 
Baslow, Nov. 12th, 1878. 
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"HOPE THOU m GOD." 
Gazing upon departed days in the silent reverie of the contemplative 
mind, imaging old scenes and old familiar faces in our Hfe's history, and 
going farther hack to ages that have passed into the silent regions of the 
far away, we are powerfully incited to analyse and ponder over the words 
of the psalmist, and to make them our life-text ; the more so as we have 
just entered upon another year, and have to gaze with sorrow and regret 
upon the months that have so swiftly .left us, and can return unto us no 
more for ever. 

Barren and dark and sad would life he without hope ; a desert clad in 
winter-time sterility, eternal snow upon its thick-lying graves, and no 
prospect of the golden sunbeams ever awaking sleeping nature to fertility 
and abundant fruitage. 

But, in the darkest night, hope sees a promise of morning light ; in 
the coldest winter, dreams of summer fruit ; in the darkest misery and 
degradation, pictures future prosperity and plenty ; gives patience to the 
heart, vigour to the nund, strength to the body, and, influencing the 
mental and physical organisation of the man, sends him forth to toil, to 
grapple, and to conquer. 

Beautiful hope I Well may our hearts sing its praises, poet's pen and 
sculptor's chisel illustrate its beauty, its romance, its joy, its Eldorados, 
and its fountains of eternal youth. Hope, soaring over the wrack of the 
wildest storm, hovering around the scene of slaughter and woe, amid the 
sulphurous canopy of war, supporting fainting humanity amid life's 
fiercest strife and bitterest grief I 

But alas for man ! Hope, like a brilliant butterfly, flits before his path, 
leading him on in vain pursuit, tempting him into gardens of pleasure 
and seductive joy; through profase vegetation and arid plains, wild 
mountain ravine, and pleasant valley ; fruitful vineyard and fever-stricken 
marsh ; over stormy seas and peaceful rivers ; over green plains, wild hills, 
and through trackless forests ; places the cup to his thirsty lips, leads 
him into orchards of autunm fruitage, fills his eager hands with purple vine- 
yard clusters; but hurries him from scene to scene, weary, yet fever- 
hot, in the vain pursuit of one myth after another, then mocks him as 
Saxon Harold mocked Hardrada, when he offisrad the gigantio Norseman 
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2 "HOPE THOU IN GOD." 

liis giant's meed of seven feet of British soil, to rest in after his long toil 
on field and ocean. 

Earthly hope I Go to the qoiet God's acre, and mnse upon it amid the 
graves of departed generations ! Turn to the record of history, ponder 
over beanty, youth, honour, fame, and glory I Yisit the cell^ the scaf- 
fold, and the convent ; the battle-field and the death-bed ; and ponder 
over the end of all that is strong and brave and beautiful in life ! 

Hope ! joyous hope ! Let the eyes of beauty sparkle, youth raise its 
exultant song, and all the beauty and joy of life be manifested. But, 
alas I the certain end leaves but a little dust, and a few weak memories, 
which die away and are forgotten, as the brief years glide swiftly and* 
surely by 1 

Hope that betrays ! vain, fleeting earthly hope ! how sad, how sor- 
rowful the theihe ! Genius brought to the dismal and unhonoured tomb, 
fruit turning to dust and bitterness within the parched and eager lips ; 
beauty blighted with premature decay ; a sad sighing and weeping in the 
dim mystery of closing twilight. 

From such hope let us turn, and go forth into the New Year, in its 
sunshine and shade, its joy and sorrow, resolved that our hopes shall be 
no longer fixed upon the dim delusions and gilded mockeries of time, but 
upon the eternal, the never-failing, the unfading, the changeless, the 
spiritual ! 

Let our hope be in God ! Princes betray, the tenderest earthly love 
fails to satisfy, or adds sorrow and tears of bereavement ; but they who 
place their hope in God will never be deserted. For them life will have 
a promise it never had before, a fulness of being that mocks at time and 
decay, at sorrow and fear, and looks for the consummation in the presence 
of its Creator ! 

Hoping in God ! What matter though the harvest-fields be scanty, 
though weeds grow thick and fast, dark clouds gather Over the sky, and 
the muttering thunder is heard in the distance ? God is nigh, God is 
true, God is omniscient and omnipotent ! God governs circumstances, 
and works above them ; foils the mighty, and exalts the weak; wipes 
away the tears of the mourner, dispels the darkness of night by the gloiy 
of His presence ; changes weariness and heart-break into activity and ex- 
alted faith ; reigns Lord of earth and heaven in supreme power and love. 
God governs, and controls, and directs ; comforts the widow and the 
orphan ; provides for and sustains all his suffering and afflicted ones ; 
unbars the gates of heaven, that His children may enter into their rest, 
and dispenses His blessings with a wise and generous hand. 

Who would not hope in God ? secure in his love and mercy and power ? 
under His banner pass through the long and dusty ways of life, and find 
the glorious completion of their hope in the haven of the redeemed and 
happy followers of Christ ? E. Lamplough. 
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LESSON XIV. —(Second Pabt.) 
OHEIST WITH THE WOMAN OF SAMABIA. 
John iv. 1-26. 
Yebse 10. — The Prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel speak of the Holy Spirit 
under the emblem of water. (See Isa.xliv. 8 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) Water 
fitly represents the satisfying, refreshing, purifying, and fertilising quali- 
ties of the Holy Spirit's influences. Living water is spring water, repre- 
senting true religion. Jesus is the Author of true religion. In order 
that Y^e may attain it, wd must ask for it, and we must ask for it from 
Jesus. He said, " I give unto them eternal life." Jesus said unto the 
woman, '* If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith unto 
thee, Give Me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would 
have given thee living water." " The gift of God " may refer to Christ 
Himself, as in John iii. 16, or to His willingness to give to her the sanc- 
tifying graces of His kingdom, or gospel. The reason why men do not 
ask for and seek after true religion is, (1st.) Because they are ignorant of 
the Donor : " If thou knewest who it is that saith unto thee, Give Me to 
drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him." (2nd.) Because they are 
ignorant of the value of the gift ; ** living water." (3rd.) Because they 
do not feel their need of it : "If thou knewest the gift of God." The 
Blate of mind in which we ought to ask for and seek this gift of God, or 
true religion, is — sincerely, humbly, earnestly, perseveringly, and heliev- 
ingly. All who thus seek Christ in' the Gospel shall find Him. (Matt. vii. 
8.) Beader, see the beauty, the fulness, and the suitableness of true 
religion ; then break through all difficulties and dangers, through all suf- 
ferings and reproaches, and ask for it. 

Yerse 11. — The woman was astonished at this saying of Christ, and 
she said unto Him, *' Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the Widl 
is deep : from whence then hast Thou that living water ?" This question 
of the woman shows how ignorant she was of the spiritual teaching. 
<< From whence then hast Thou that living water ?" This is not unlike 
Nicodemus : ** How can a man be born when he is old ? Can he enter 
the second time into his mother's womb, and be born ?" (John iii. 4.) 
The Eev. Eli Smith says, '^ This well is now about one hundred feet 
deep.** The woman could not tell from whence Jesus had this living 
water. She addresses Him in a respectful manner ; '* Sir." This ought 
ever to be our conduct to strangers, and to all, if even we do not consider 
them friendly to us. 

Verse 12. — This Samaritan woman called Jacob "Father." These 
Samaritans believed themselves to be of the line of Joseph, and some wri- 
ters say they were Jews of this line from Jacob ; but it is more probable 
that tbey were a .mixture of many nations, placed there by. the J^s of 
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Assyria, as before stated. (See first part of this lesson, and also 2 Kings 
xvii. 24.) Samaria was a division of the Holy Land, and comprises the 
tract of country which was originally occupied by the two tribes of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and they being the descendants of Jacob, there- 
fore to them gave he the well. She inquired, ** Art thou greater than 
our father Jacob ? " (See John viii. 58, and compare Heb. iii. 8.) She 
had a high respect for her supposed ancestor, and for the well, because 
he. drank of it, and his children, and his cattle. We are to understand 
by cattle animals of the larger kind, and capable of being domesticated. 

Verse 18. — Jesus answered the woman, and He said unto her, ** Who- 
soever drinketh of this water shall thirst again." This is an effort on the 
part of Jesus to open this woman's understanding to His spiritual teach* 
ing. *^The word * Thirsting again ' expresses /atw^in^, languishing ^ and 
to die for want of sufficient relief." (Dr. Guyse.) So Jesus said. This 
water from this well can only refresh the body, and that for a little while ; 
he will faint, languish, and die, though he drinks of this water. 

Verse 14. — Jesus now speaks of His gift. ** The water that I shall 
give, whosoever drinketh of it, he shall never thirst ;" he shall not faint, 
he shall not languish or die. <^ He that believe th on the Son hath life." 
He shall be immortal in life. This water that Christ gives us is His doc- 
trines, teachings, promises, and the graces of the Holy Spirit, He thst 
enjoys true religion vnll never thirst for worldly honours and pleasures; 
he will never be miserable and dissatisfied ; for true religion has its resi- 
dence in the heart. << It shall be in him a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.'*' This is true religion in the soul. (John ziv. 21.) 
'* There is no eternal life without the Spirit ; no Spirit without Christ ; 
and no Christ to give the Spirit without dwelling in the heart: this 
Christ's whole doctrine proclaims." (Dr. Clarke.) 

Verse 15. — It is plain that this woman did not yet understand what 
our Lord intended. She said, << Sir, give me this water, that I thirst 
not, neither come hither to draw." Here is another likeness to Nico- 
demus. She only understood Christ in a gross and carnal sense, as if 
He meant some extraordinary water of the natural kind. It is clear that 
her curiosity was much excited. This is a powerful means to reach the 
understanding. This means Jesus often used. (See a case, John ii* 
144.) 

Verse 16. — Jesus now applies to her conscience, having before aroused 
her curiosity, and said, ** Go, call thy husband, and come hither." Jesus 
did not say this to her because He was ignorant of her real character. 
The object of the Lord was to induce her to^consider her own state, or 
to show her that he knew her heart and character of life. It might be a 
word of reproof to the woman, and said with an intention to lead her to 
make a free confession of her conduct. Mark how tenderly He deals 
with her, though He knew her guilt. He used no roughness or tartness 
of speech ; He did not call her hard names, but tgU|J|ffv^cy(j[^i^ ^^^ 
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husband." His kindness of manner Jed the woman to speak the truth. 
How important that, in our dealings with one another, we should learn 
this lesson : — 

" Never to use the harsher meaufi, 
When love will do the deed I" 

Verse 17. — <' The woman answered and said, I have no husband." 
Many learned men think this was intended on the part of the woman, as 
an evasion of the fact of her state, and intended, to represent herself as 
in a true single state. If so, it would, in spirit and intention, have been 
an untruth, and Jesus would not have said in reply, '< Thou hast well 
said, I have no husband." It appears like an approval of what she said. 
Thou hast said right. 

Verse 18. — Jesus now let her know that He knew her secret sin, and the 
facts of her life. He said, '* Thou hast had five husbands ; and he whom 
thou now hast is not thy husband : in that saidst thou truly." Here we 
have a proof that He needeth no man to tell Him. His eyes ** are in 
every place, beholding the evil and' the good." '' That which is done in 
secret shall be revealed upon the house-top." 

Verse 19. — This Samaritan woman's heart appears to be now touched. 
She now said, " Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet," She does not 
deny her sin ; but it is as if she said, I perceive Thou knowest all about 
me. It is all true what thou sayest : " Thou art a prophet." Is there 
not something like respect to Christ's person and character in this state- 
ment of the woman's, — " Sir, I perceive that Thou art a prophet ?" We 
think there is. A prophet is one that foretells events and times. 

Verse 20. — This inquiry of the woman's was probably to gain instruc- 
tion oonoerning the worship of the true God, and how she might seek 
Him and serve Him more perfectly. We need not say that the woman 
asked this question in order to lead Jesus into a debate on the question 
of worship, on purpose to evade His knowledge of her sin ; for she had 
owned Him a prophet. The woman referred to Mount Gerizim. Here 
Abraham worshipped. (Gen. xii. 6, 7.) Jacob also worshipped on this 
Mount. (Gen. zxxiii. 18-20.) The Israelites were commanded to put 
the blessing thereon. (Deut. xi. 29.) On this mountain Sanballat built 
the Samaritans a temple, about 332 years before the birth of the Lord. 
Here, they said, men ought to worship. The Jews said men ought to 
worship in Jerusalem. Jerusalem was the capital of Judea, and its chiefs 
glory was its temple. Let us learn that nothing is really worthy our 
contending for in religion only what has its original from Jesus as the 
** Head over all things to His Church." 

Verse 21. — Jesus now tells her that the true worship of God is not to 

be confined to any city, mountain, or temple, however ancient or grand. 

" Believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, 

nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father." Jesus used this expression ' 

— '" Believe Me " — to His disciples. (John xiv. 11.) It is worthy of re- 
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mark, that *^ God and the Father are put promiscuously in this context 
for each other, which intimates that, hy the Father, is here meant, not 
the first Person in the Trinity only, but the Divine Being." (Dr. Guyse.) 

Yerse 22.— ^The Samaritans worshipped the same God as the Jews, but 
they had only a very imperfect knowledge of the Deity. They mixed up 
with it the worship of idols ; so that they had not a clear and proper 
knowledge of the true God. (2 Bangs xvii. 26-84.) The service they 
rendered was not according to Divine institution. The Jews had a better 
acquaintance with the true God and the order of His worship. They 
received the sacred oracles entire, and the Jews had been right as to the 
place which God had appointed for sacrifices. The word " salvation '* 
appears here to refer to the Saviour as the Messiah. (See Luke ii. 80; 
Acts iv. 12.) The Saviour, according to the promise, was to spring froD 
the Jews. 

Verse 28. — The Jewish rites and ceremonies were about to be abo- 
lished, the religious difference of places to be taken away. The special 
worship of God should not be confined to any particular place or nation. 
God is the great object of worship. Worship is homage to a superior. 
The worship rendered by the Samaritans was very imperfect — not pure ; 
that of the Jews was more in the ceremony or . letter. The true worship 
acceptable to the Father is '< in spirit and in truth." The Father (God) 
seeketh the worship of the heart. The true worship under the Gospel 
doth not consist in the external pomp of any outward ritualism, but in iibft 
spiritual and sincere afi'ection of the heart ; and no worship is acceptable 
to God, who is the Father of spirits, but that which is truly spiritual. 

Verse 4. — " God is a Spirit." Not a body. No likeness can be made 
of God. (Ex. XX. 4.) God cannot, as a spirit, be seen by us. A spirit 
is that which is invisible, yet, a spiritual substance. God always was, 
always is, and always will be. The natural perfections of God are, 
eternity, omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence, and immutability. "When 
I'odily parts are ascribed to God, it is only in condescension to our 
weakness, and to signify these acts in God which such members do 
perform in us. We are, therefore, not to worship God only by rites and 
eeremoRies, but with the understanding, the affections, and with the aid 
cf the Holy Spirit, as also with sincerity, and in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The Samaritans' worship was defective, the heathen worship 
idolatrous, the Jews' worship carnal.' The Christian worship must be 
'^ in spirit and truth ;" not like the Papists', ignorant and superstitious. 

Verse 25. — " The woman said unto Jesus, I (or we) know that Mes- 
sias cometh, which is called Christ. When He is come, He will tell us 
all things." This ** all things " may refer to the character of proper 
worship and the place to adore Him, or all things pertaining to rehgion. 
The Samaritans expected the Messiah from the promises in the five books 
of Moses> and from the common tradition among the Jews of the advent 
of the Messiah. This word Messiah is the Hebrew word for anointed. 
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Verse 26. — " Jesus said onto the woman^ I that speak unto thee am 
He." How plain Jesus here speaks of Himself I more plain than to the 
Jews. If the Lord had thus spoken to the Jews, they might have 
accused Him at once to the Boman governor. The Jews were opposed 
to Christ hecause He did not come in outward pomp and erect a temporal 
kingdom. This was kind on the part of Jesus to thus make Himself 
known to this poor Samaritan woman. ^* This Man receiveth sinners." 

" Jesus, the gift divine I know, " Thee let me drink, and thirst no more 

The gift divine I ask of Thee ; For drops of finite happiness ; 

That living water now bestow, Spring up, O well, in heavenly power, 

Thy Spirit and Thyself, on me ; In streams of pure perennial peace. 

Thou, Lord, of Life the Fountain art ; In joy that none can take away, 
Now let me find thee in my heart. In life, which shall for ever stay." 



J. LOBD. 
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MEMOIR OF COUNCILLOR EMANUEL HIBBBRD, 

OF SHEFFIELD. 
BT SAMUEL HEEEMAN. 
The subject of onr present memoir was bom at Pilsley, in Derbyshire, in 
the year 1821, of very humble, but pious and industrious parents, who 
had long been members of the Wesleyan Society there ; so that his first 
home was a house of prayer, and his early days were spent amidst the 
holy influences of godliness. The principal part of his iBducation was 
obtained at Baslow Sunday School, which, at that time, numbered some 
dOO scholars ; being the only Sunday School in the neighbourhood, ex- 
cept that of the Established Church. When Emanuel was quite a boy^ 
he possessed such high -spirits, and was of so determined a character and 
disposition, that he was almost unmanageable, both when in and out of 
school, being perpetually in one sort of mischief or another, which led 
a good pious woman in Pilsley to say that, if he lived to be a man, he 
would either be valiant for the devil, or a champion in the cause of God. 
Thank God, the latter proved to be the fact, although, at the time this 
was spoken, his conduct was so incorrigible, that the contrary appeared 
by far the most probable ! This particular trait in his character and dis- 
position often led him to take a prominent part in pugilistic encounters 
with other village youths ; and it appeared to be his great delight, even 
when he grew up to a young man, either to engage in a fight himself, or 
to act as a second to others who were so engaged; and so regardless 
was he of the Lord's day, that its sanctity afforded no protection to those 
who offended him from having a discoloured eye by one of his quick and 
determined blows. 

His disposition for frolic and mischief, too, often led him to search for 
the hens' nests belonging to his neighbours ; and when he had found one 
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and ta^en the eggs, he wonld go to the neighbonring public house, and 
have them mixed with warm drink, usually called mulled ale, and would 
then invite the very persons he had robbed, as well as others, to come 
and drink with him. Notwithstanding his general untoward behaviour, 
he was a constant and regular attendant at Baslow S.unday School, and 
was, if well watched, attentive to his lessons, and cordd commit to 
memory portions of both Scripture and hymins with comparative ease, 
and could repeat them in public distinctly, and was often brought to 
tears when affectionately spoken to on his conduct ; so that there ^as 
evidently an influence working for good during his most boisterous days. 
This liveliness of conscience is not surprising, when we consider the 
heavenly influences under which he had been trained at home ; for not 
only were his father and mother members of the Wesleyan Society, but 
his grandfather and grandmother also were amongst the first Methodists 
in that neighbourhood. It is said that some of the neighbours endea- 
voured to persuade his grandmother not to meet in class, as, by so doing, 
she would have to pay a penny a week. To this, however, she, without 
hesitation, replied that she did not care, but would rather eat a penny loaf 
less weekly than be prevented meeting in class with the people of God. 
In 1838, 1884, and 1885, the Bev. Joseph Frank (who has since gone 
to his reward) travelled for three years in Bakewell Circuit, and a most 
glorious revival took place throughout the whole of the district where he 
travelled. This revival principally affected the young, and was of a most 
remarkable character. Hundreds of young people banded together ior 
'prayer — ceased their usual games, and held* meetings for prayer and 
preaching in the public streets of our villages. From this revival, mul- 
titudes of local preachers, leaders, and consistent members of society are 
now living in different parts of the country, and are amongst the most 
useful persons in the denominations to which they belong ; but some 
have Men asleep in Jesus. It is quite remarkable how few out of those 
many hundreds returned again to the beggarly elements of sin. Several 
of Emanuel's companions were brought in at that time, and endeavoured 
to persuade him to join society with them ; but, although conscience- 
stricken and uneasy, he refused to comply, and ridiculed those who had 
joined the people of God. In this state, he continued to go on in sin for 
some years longer. Under many discouragements, the revival, begun in 
1888, continued slowly to progress ; and, in 1842, it received a new im- 
petus ; for, in that year, the Eev. Charles Nightingale came into the 
circuit as second preacher ; and, being a zealous and warm-hearted man, 
the heavenly fire was again fanned into a flame, and the villages of Bas- 
low, Pilsley, Curbar, and the surrounding neighbourhood fell under its 
influence ; numbers were again added to the Lord, and amongst them 
Emanuel was happily brought to his knees, as an earnest suppliant for 
mercy. He, with his usual promptitude, at once joined the society at 
Cilsley in a new class of young people, which I was called to lead ; and, 
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soon affier, he obtained mercy. From that time, he became a decidedly 
changed character. Being possessed of fair natural abilities, and having 
a strong desire that others should be brought to experience the same 
change and happiness he enjoyed, he was placed on the prayer-leaders' 
plan as an exhorter, and, step by step, he advanced in his Christian ex- 
perience, until at last he ventured to take a text, and gave &om it some 
very feeling and useful remarks. He was afterwards put on the 
preachers' plan on trial, and, in due course, was raised to be an accredited 
local preacher. His sermons were clear, methodical, and impassioned 
statements of the truth as it is in Jesus, ever supported by well quoted 
and appropriate passages from the Book of God. In his own circuit, 
even amongst those who were well acquainted with his former life, he 
was always well received ; and if ever the successive travelling preachers 
of the circuit needed a supply, they never hesitated to entrust him with 
the work. 

Some time after his conversion, he went to Sheffield to learn the art of 
file-cutting, at which he worked for a number of years. Frequently he 
walked from his village home to his employment at Sheffield in the morn- 
ing, the distance of fourteen miles ; and, when his day's work was over, 
he walked back again to Pilsley in the evening. On these occasions, to 
encourage himself on the road, he marked out different objects of inter- 
est ; and, as he passed them to and fro, one by one, he would take encou- 
ragement, as each point was gained, with the thought that he was so 
much nearer his journey's end. Even in this little matter, we see that 
he ever had an object before him, and his determination of character led 
him on until that end was gained. 

In course of time he went to live at Sheffield, and was received as a 
preacher on the plan in the Sheffield East Circuit, and became a regular 
attendajit at Brunswick Wesleyan Chapel. It was whilst worshipping 
here that he met with the excellent woman who became his wife, and 
who survived his decease only six weeks. A more happy Christian cou- 
ple could scarcely be met with. They stood side by side in all their 
toils and conflicts of life, and rejoiced together when any victory had 
been vouchsafed to them in their struggles. In their lives they were 
lovely, and in their death they were not long divided. 

After they had been married about four years, business in Sheffield 
became slack, and Emanuel, along with two others of his local brethren, 
emigrated to Australia; he leaving Mrs. Hibberd in England until he 
should have made provision for her there. In Australia he remained five 
years, and after a time he was attracted to the gold diggings, and 
endured all the privations to which t^ose who thus labour are exposed. 
In that far-off land, however, he did not forget his fealty for the truth, 
and his fidelity to his Saviour. He united himself to the Primitive 
Methodists there, and preached the gospel in the colony, as he had 
opportunity. Although sometimes he and his companions ^ere..brpught 
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into very great straits, yet the Lord eventually so prospered binii that he 
was permitted to return to his native land, with substantial evidence 
that God had blessed him. After his return to Sheffield, he commenced 
the business in which he was engaged until his death ; and his elevation 
to the town council, and the other important offices he held in Sheffield, 
are amongst the many proofs of how highly he was respected^ 

The melancholy circumstances which so suddenly and unexpectedly 
removed him from amongst us, are few and painful. He was far from 
strong in health at the time of the accident by which he was killed, but 
was much better than his beloved partner, and he was deeply solicitous 
that every care should be taken of her, lest death should remove her 
from him ; as not being well himself, he felt he could ill afford to be 
deprived of that kindly help and sjrmpathy his loving wife had under 
every circumstance ever shown towards him. But God had otherwisi 
ordained. He simply went out into the stable, believing that more gaft 
was burning there than was requisite, .and when such was the case the 
light in the house was not so good as needed. His afflicted wife was 
being helped downstairs, whilst her bed was eased, and doubtless they 
both anticipated spending a few pleasant minutes together on their 
cheerfal hearth before she returned to her bed again ; but just as he 
was returning from the stable, a truss of hay, weighing one and a half cvfif 
fell upon his head, forcing his chin into his chest, and dislocating his 
spine ; he was carried in crushed, paralysed, helpless, and supposed io 
be dead ; and in this unconscious state he remained for some time, and 
then became conscious. No sooner did he feel the condition he was in, 
than he felt he should very soon die ; so without a moment's delay he set 
about fuUyand truly putting his house in order both as to spiritual and 
temporal matters ; and by the sustaining grace of God he was enabled to 
accomplish what he wished. 

Notwithstanding his aggravated sufferings arising from the injuries he 
had received, yet he was peaceful and contented as though he was simply 
waiting at the very gates of heaven for that abundant entrance, which we 
feel convinced he has now received at the hands of Him whose servant 
he had been so many years. He said to those about him, ** No more of 
the world, the end is nigh dt hand ; and what could I have done, .what 
could I now do, if I had religion and Christ to seek at this present time ?" 
If he had an anxious thought, it was that good should come out of the 
event in which he was so painfully and prominently an agent. 

Having completed all his worldly matters, he, with true Christian 
heroism and fortitude, gave himself up into the hands of his God; and 
without a murmur or complaint, he waited for that moment when he 
should experience a transition from what was now a world of sorrow and 
pain, into that world of bliss of which he had so often sung and preaehed. 
With every sorrowful friend who was permitted to see him, he felt that it 
was the last interview on earth. To Brother Walter Wilkinson he saidt 
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daring the few minnies he was with him, " Christ is most precious to me, 
and I feel that I must bless him for his grace." And then, after a 
moment's rest and reflection, with a most heavenly and peaceful smile 
upon his countenance, he said : — 

" But oh I when that last conflict's o'er, 
And I am chained to earth no more, 
With what glad accents shall I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies." 

The last two days of his life were, as he stated, amongst the happiest 
he ever spent; and a short time before 'his departure his face appeared 
radiant with smiles, as though he was holding intercourse with heavenly 
beings. He had truly found that " to him to live was Christ, and to die 
was gain." Death had no terrors — ^no sting : he had light at eventide — 
the valley, dark to so many, was to him filled with the radiance of 
heaven ; and on Friday, February 28, three days after the accident, the 
wheels of life stood still, and without a sigh or a groan, at fifty-one years 
of age, he passed from a world where God had greatly honoured him, to 
mingle with the many who will be his crown of rejoicing in the great 
day of the Lord. 

" may I triumph so ' 

When all my warfare's past ; 
And, dying, find my latest foe 

Beneath my feet at last." 

On Monday, February 26, his remains were deposited in Burngreave 
Cemetery, amidst an immense crowd of sympathising friends. A few 
Sundays afterwards, a most affecting and instructive funeral sermon was 
preached in Philadelphia Chapel, Sheffield, by Mr. Walter Wilkiiison ; and 
another in Zion Chapel, Baslow, by myself, to overflowing congregations. 

Of the benevolence of the disposition of the deceased, little need be 
said. He was one of those who did not always "let his left hand 
know what his right hand did." One of the oldest preachers on the 
Sheffield plan, related after ^his funeral how that he, getting his living 
with a horse and cart, was going along the road when the axletree broke, 
And let his load fall upon the ground. A number of people gathered 
found, and our aged friend scarcely knew what to do. He could ill 
afford the loss and damage he had just sustained. Amid his consternation 
and foreboding he felt himself tapped on the shoulder, and turning 
round, there was the well ^nown form of Brother Hibberd, who said, 
" Bobert, take your cart to such a place, and get it mended ; and tell 
them I have sent you." Coming one evening from business to his home, 
lie saw a crowd of people. He inquired the cause, and was informed 
that a little girl had just lost half a sovereign. The tears of the child 
found a ready response in his benevolent heart, and putting his hand in 
^s pocket, he gave to her another, and sent her home rejoicing. But in 
^ Unvarying kindness to his aged parents he gave the best p^^^^^he 
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benevolence of his heart. He never forgot his duty to that simple 
minded aged pair whose name he bore. His own success in life only 
afforded him additional reasons why he should be more and more kind to 
them. And to their dying day they had abundant proof of his^filial love 
and care for their welfare and happiness. 

His partner in life, Sister Hibberd, who was so soon called to follow 
her husband to the next world, was wonderfully sustained during both 
his illness and his death, and was also able to foUow him to the grave ; 
but her race, too, was more nearly run than any of us suspected. But 
she, like her husband before, was able to look into the future not only 
without fear, but with evident pleasure, and in the presence of friends 
who loved her and sympathised with her in all her sorrows, she passed 
away joyously to join her husband from whom she had been parted only 
six weeks, and mingle her songs with his amongst the myriads which no 
man can number who have washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 

A more happy, pious, and loving couple perhaps could scarcely be 
found. Mrs. Hibberd was naturally of a cheerful disposition, and when 
the cares and depressing circumstances attendant on a large business 
would at times bow down his spirits, her gentle, consoling, and encoura- 
ging words would cheer and assist him to enter upon his business with 
new vigour. But they are now both gone 

" Where all the ship's company meet The voyage of life's at an end, 
Who sailed with the Saviour beneath ; The mortal affliction is past, 

With shouting each other they greet,' The age that in heaven they spend 
And triumph o'er trouble and death. For ever and ever shall last." 



Snnba; Sic^Qd €alrmn* done so before ; at the beginning of 

another year fay to live differently; 

SHOBTNESS OF TIME. live closer to God, and then it will 
My DEAR Young Friends.— Allow me indeed be, in the best sense of the 
to address you in a few brief obser- word, a happy new year, 
vations. I am anxious to address you Keuben Rogers, when he went to 
at this particular season of the year, school, wrote in his copy-book, " Time 
i.e. the beginning of a new year. How flies ; " but he did not think much of 
soon the time passes away ; the twelve the value of time. When walking 
months that have passed away from through a churchyard one day, he 
us do not appear long. Yes, 1872 is saw on the dial of the clock, " Time 
gone, never more to be recalled by flies," but it did not warn him of the 
any one. Money cannot buy time. I fleetness of time, 
said that we cannot buy time or recall Heuben went to church one day, 
it. No, we cannot redeem the time and the minister was telling the con- 
that is lost ; yet everything we have gregation in solemn language, " Time 
done is recorded in heaven, and at flies," but still he remained unmoved, 
the last and final day we shall all be still conscience was stifled. At last 
judged, and every one of us receive Kenben was laid on his death-bed, 
his reward accordingly. Solemn after a life wasted in sin and in- 
thought this ! May you well con- difference. When the minister came 
sider the purpose of your being placed to his bed-side he 'said " My friend, 
in this world. I hope you will begin time flies, if you had taken warning 
to serve the Lord, if 'yo^ have not before, you J^ef^dF^^ljf^f^M®^ ^ 
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snch a despairing state." Ah! he 
saw his error, but it was too late. 

My dear yoxma friends, take warn- 
ing, and beware now you pass away 
your time, and delay not the day of 
salvation. What is your life ? It i6 
compared to a "vapour which appear- 
eth for a little while and then vanisheth 
away." Yes, truly we are here to- 
day, but gone to-morrow ; everything 
in this me is constantly changing. 
Let as rejoice to know that there is 
One who can never change, as do the 
kingdoms of this world. 

My dear young Mends, may you 
seek Jesus with your whole heart, and 
make your peace with Him. 



Pollutions anb |[uoIIirtbn8* 

MI8EBABLE FAMILY MADE HAFP7 

BY BELIGION. 
Many thousands of the little boys of 
London practically live in the streets. 
They rarely get a substantial meal ; 
they are sent out to hawk *' cigar 
lights," to sweep crossings, or to sell 
newspapers, and are ill-treated by 
their parents if, at the end of the day, 
thev have not disposed of all their 
litUe stock. Many of these little 
fellowB get a love of gambling, and 
the dexterity with which they cheat 
each other, combined with a passion 
which in some is uncontrollable, to 
gain money, and in others to spend it, 
gives them a taste for dishonest tricks 
which eventually brings them to pri- 
son and to disgrace. 

One of these boys, when he became 
a young man, got employment in the 
docks to carry deals; out the evil les- 
sons he had learned when a boy in 
the streets, had prepared him for a 
life of crime. He plundered his 
master, it was found out, and he was 
turned away from his labour, and was 
out of employment for nearly twelve 
months. He, after this^ot work on 
one of our railways. Here h& was 
able, with honest care, to maintain 
himself and wife with a degree of 
conifort. But again his old habits of 
drinking and d^honesty were given 
way to ; he stole a cash box from one 
of the wooden sheds on the line, con- 
taii^a silver and post stamps. He 
VM^ <marg6d with the robbery, and 



by his confused manner made his 
guilt apparent He was taken to the 
station house, the stamps and some 
of the money that had been stolen were 
found upon him, and at his trial he 
was sentenced to six months' impri- 
sonment with hard labour. 

All his prospects in making a way 
in life were now blighted, ms cha- 
racter lost His poor industrious 
wife, who had laboured hard to main- 
tain him and the family while he was 
out of work, felt degraded and 
ashamed. After the time of his im- 
prisonment was over he resided again 
in London ; his wife besought him to 
promise not again to trespass, and he 
resolved to lead in the future a more 
honest life. He was, however, soon 
ensnared, and resorted to his old 
haunts, spending his days in drunk- 
enness and thieving. The heart- 
lessness of some of his small acts of 
robbery was cruel. He even stole 
some of the garments of the poor per- 
sons who lived in the same house in 
which he lodged. 

After a time he was induced to 
attend a religious service and soup 
supper held for such characters. His 
mind appeared impressed by what he 
heard. The attention of the Mends * 
of religion was drawn to him ; they 
visited his home, found his wife hard 
at work making baskets, and three or 
four children were round her, all 
huddled together in one miserably 
furnished room. They appeared to 
be in the most abject state of poverty. 
A little help was given for their im- 
mediate wants. She said her hus- 
band, since he had been at the soup 
supper the other night, had been in a 
most wretched state of mind, but had 
not been so cross with her; he ovlj 
seemed wild with himself, as if he 
hated himself. 

At the next soup supper he was 
also present, and it was on that occa- 
sion he found relief to his soul. With 
a heart fiill of joy he ran home, and 
embracing his wife, told her that the 
Lord had that night saved his soul, 
and that, although he had been a 
bad man and a cruel husband, he 
meant, in dependence upon €K)d's 
Spirit, to act differently. The next 
morning, her eldest daughter, who 
was about nine years of age, asked 
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mother, "What is the matter with 
father this morning? He speaks so 
kind to me, and he noTer did so 
before." 

'* Oh nothing, my ehild,*' was the 
mother's reply! 

"Ah, but I know there is," per- 
sisted the little girl ; " he was never 
like this before. Oh, mother, is father 
|roing to die? for he has been cry- 
ing and reading the Bible, and he's 
never done that before." 

'* No," answered the mother ; " yonr 
father is not going to die ; he is going 
always to be kind now ; for he means 
to love Jesus and go to church." 

" Oh !" cried the little one joyfully, 
" won't that be nice ; for then, I know, 
he*ll take me to chapel; and I want 
to love Jesus too." 

The next Sabbath he attended the 
house of God with his eldest child, 
and joined the Bible class in the after- 
noon. Employment was ultimately 
found for him, although at small 
wages. His wife is now a consistent 
Christian, and the family is as dis- 
tinguished for its happiness as once 
it was for its miaery, ^^Inddenta^ in 
the Life of Ned Wright. 



WESLETAN REFOBM UNION. 
By the time this Magazine reaches 
the hands of many of our members 
the year of 1878 will have begun. 
With what purposes and determina- 
tions shall we, as a Union of Chris- 
tians begin the year ? Shall we stand 
all the day idle? It is for each to be 
up and doing, making it a year of la- 
bour, and God will make it a year of 
profit to ourselves, and to the church 
as a whole. If we lift^ up Christ as 
the Saviour of all men, the promise 
is, " He will draw all men unto Him." 
As labourers for the Lord we must 
lose ourselves in the hofoour we put 
on Him. He will take care of the 
servant, if the servant has the proper 
care for the Master. The Lord has 
said, " They that honour me I will 
honour." To attain this is worth the 
labour of our lives ; the discourage- 
ment must be overcome, our faith in 
the Word of the Lord mus'tbe strong, 
and it wUl bear us up and on till the 



pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
our hands, and the reward of our la- 
bour shall be given us. 

In many of our churches, droaits, 
and Sabbath schools there is much 
that needs to be done. All may be 
employed and there is a call, a loud 
call at the present moment for a great 
effort by the earnest and believing 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and what better time to begin or to 
increase our efforts than the begin- 
ning of a New Year ? Let us all be 
workers. 

Liskeard. — ^The Circuit Secretary 
writes as follows. " In my last but 
one, I notified you of our determina- 
tion, as a circuit, to hold a week of 
special prayer meetings for the revi- 
val of God's work amongst us. I 
have now the heartfelt pleasure of 
stating that in some of the places 
where these meetings have been held 
great good has been done. !Especially 
is this the case at Coombe, where the ' 
meetings had to be protracted. The 
results were: — 

"First. Many of the members 
have been quickened and blessed, a 
thing which we greatly needed, and 
of which even now we wish more 
than we have. May the Lord revive 
us yet again, and give us perpetual 
Summer in our souls." 

" Second. A few sinners have 
been led to praise God, having been 
awakened and saved . On the Monday 
evening of the second week of prayer 
meetings there were three young wo- 
men, a woman \>f mid-life, and a girl 
all at the mercy-seat at once. At 
this meeting an aged brother, who 
had seen many revivals before, looking 
at me, his face radiant with smiles 
and his heart beating with joy, ex- 
claimed, * This is old times come 
again.' Ah! I would to God that 
there were more of these times seen 
in our day. But really how Uttle of 
them do we see ! and Why ? Ah ! 
Why ? Is it not because we have not 
enough of waiting prayer ? We come 
to the throne of grace and ask the 
Lord to give us the Holy Spirit but 
we do not wait for His coming. One 
reason why the Holy Ghost came 
down upon the famous one hundred 
and twenty, and filled their hearts, 
astonishing the people, was, that they 
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tamed for it at Jemsalem. The Lord 
help the 7,000 members of our Union 
to go and do likewise, and we shall 
soon be in a flourishing condition. 
The Missionary cards to hand. Hope 
we shall get them well filled. Have 
made the arrangement for two weeks' 
missionary meetings." 

Denby J9aZd.— " I am happy to say 
that daring the last few quarters 
there has been an increase of mem- 
bers in our Circuit. The last quarter 
there was an increase of over twenty 
members." (This Circuit is not yet 
united with the Wesleyan Eeform 
Union.) 

Bamsley. — "We are doing tole- 
rably well in the Circuit ; making 
some little progress, though not quite 
as much as we did a little time ago." 

Lund Hill. — "I am happy to in- 
form you that the work of the Lord 
is going on in our neighbourhood, 
although not so well at tliis place at 
present, but we are looking for it. 
We have commenced an united prayer 
meeting which has in its connection 
two Wesleyan Societies, two Wes- 
leyan Reform Churches, one Inde- 
pendent Church and one Primitive 
Methodist Society. We have most 
glorious times, and are expecting 
great things in the conversion of 
sinners." 

St, Just. — ^The Secretary writes : 
I am glad to be able to inform you 
that the work of the Lord is pros- 
pering in our midst ; we had three 
men converted on Sunday, November 
24th. Scores are under conviction ; 
it is harvest time." 

Mountain, Wihsey CirouiU—'' The 
cause is more lively, we had one case 
of conversion on Sunday; November 
24th, and a prospect of many more." 

Bakewell. — " I am requested by the 
Circuit Quarterly Meeting to ask the 
committee to appoint Bro. J. Lord to 
our circuit for six weeks to begin in 
January, 1878, to hold Missionary 
meetings and preach Missionary ser- 
mons and make collections through- 
out the circuit." 

Norwich.—" During the month of 
October the church here has been 
making great efforts for the chapel 
interest, and have been able to do 
even, beyond their expectation. The 
total expense of the chapel, besides 



boarding the missionary, and the 
money sent to the Mission Fund, was 
£48 I8s. lOd., the whole of which 
has been paid, and there is a small 
balance in hand. We have also had 
a tea and public meeting, the best we 
ever had ; 100 sat down to tea, and the 
public meeting was a good one, and 
the church is looking up, hoping to 
see better days, and many converted 
to God." 

Deddington. — On Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 10th, the brethren met together in 
circuit meeting ; the attendance was 
very good. The usual business of 
the preachers' meeting and of the 
circuit was attended to in a kind and 
brotherly spirit. Bro. J. Lord, the 
general secretary of the union, being 
now on a visit to this circuit was the 
chairman of the meetings. He gave 
us a clear and instructive statement 
of the workings of the Wesleyan Re- 
form Union and the Mission move- 
ment ; urged the friends to take 
mission cards, many of which were 
taken by the members present ; re- 
commended missionary meetings and 
sermons also, and I think arrange- 
ments in this circuit will be made for 
the holding of such services. The 
magazine was also ursed, and a few 
copies given to the brethren as a 
sample ; there not being one taken in 
all the circuit; Bro. Thos. Petty 
was elected secretary, Bro. French 
circuit steward, and Bro. Whetton as 
book steward for the circuit; all 
orders for the magazine and hymn 
books for the use of the churches in 
tiie circuit to be sent to him, and he 
will see all orders attended to by a 
monthly parcel from our book-room. 
A subscription from the circuit fund 
was voted to the Missions of the 
Union, to be sent up with the cards 
when brought in from the children 
and brethren. This has been one of 
the best meetings we ever held. 

WESLEYAN REFOBM UNION 

COMMITTEE. 

Held at 8, Exeter HaU, Dec. 13th, 1872. 

The following brethren were present : 
T. H. Eichard, P. J?arker, and 
W. Nott. 

Brother Nott was elected chair- 
man for the evening. 
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Brother Parker engaged in prayer 
as the opening of the meeting. 

Brother J. Lord, the General Se- 
cretary, being on a visit to the Ded- 
dington Girooit for five weeks, from 
November 23rd to December 80th, 
Brother T. H. Richard acted as sec- 
retary to the meeting. 

The minutes of the Committee Meet- 
ing held November 8th, 1872, were 
re^ and confirmed as a correct re- 
cord of business done. 

The following brethren replied to 
the agenda, R. Porter, W. Wilkin- 
son, A. Holland, E. Barley, and J. 
Lord. 

The correspondence was read em- 
bracing a large number of letters. 

The Missionary Reports were also 
read and considered, some of which 
were of an encouraging character. 

A letter was received from Brother 
Fuller, of Reepham, announcing that 
Reepham had amalgamated with the 
United Methodist Free churches. 

Resolution. — A cheque for £21 138. 
4d. for the Missionaries' salaries be 
drawn and paid. 

Note. — Application from Bake- 
weU for the services of Brother Lord 
to assist in missionary meetings, and 
sermons for six weeks ; but in consi- 
deration of the Sheffield district reso- 
lution, and its adoption by the mem- 
bers of the General Committee, this 
committee cannot undertake to make 
the appointment. 

The Deddington Circuit made an 
application for a missionary to be ap- 
pointed to their circuit not later than 
the middle of February; and they 
would prefer Brother Devine on ac- 
count of the distance of the places. 
There was also an application from 
Humiingley Lane, Bamsley Circuit, 
for Brother Lewis, for two weeks. 
The following resolution was passed : — 

" Tbat this committee cannot, in 
the face of the resolution passed at 
the last meeting, appoint Brother 
Lewis to Elsecar and Hunningley 
Lane as requested by those churches ; 
but inasmuch as the Deddington 
Circuit wishes for a missionary more 
active than Brother Lowis on account 
of the walking, tliis committee sug- 
gests that the Sheffield District com- 
mittee might send Brother Devine to 
Deddington tor a few weeks; and 



Brother Lowis could visit Elsecar 
and Hunningley Lane as requested." 

That the trade bills be paid, amount- 
ing to £27 10s. 8d. 

The Book Steward stated the sale 
of the hymn books, showing an in- 
crease in November 1872, as com- 
pared with November 1871, in Wes- 
ley's hvmn book, and the Revival 
hymn book, but the School book a 
decrease. 

The meeting was concluded with 
prayer by Brother Nott. j. i. 

MISSIONAEY MEETING, BRADFORD 

AND WIBaEY DISTRICT. 
MissTONABT sermons were preached 
at Pudsey on Sunday, Nov. 24th, 
morning and evening, by the Rev. E*. 
Barley, of Wibsey ; the congregations 
were excellent. On Monday evening 
25th, the missionary meeting was 
held, Mr. Jabez Cole, of Bradford 
occupied the chair, and addresses 
were delivered by Messrs. Barley, 
Packett, Lowis, Broadbent, Croft and 
Sharp. The collection amounted \/i 
je8 8s. 6d. 

At Addingham in the Bradford cir- 
cuit sermons were also preached on 
Sunday, Nov. 24th, by the Rev. J. 
Packett, and a missionary meeting 
held on Tuesday night, Brothers 
Lowis, Barley, and Croft addressed 
the meeting, the chair was taken by 
Mr. J. Richardson. There was a very 
good attendance and the meeting 
passed ofif well. The proceeds of col- 
lections were £2 18s. 

Sermons were preached Nov. 24th 
at Wibsey ; afternoon by Bro. Han- 
son, and at night by Bro. Baldwin. 
The missionary meeting was held on 
the Wednesday evening. In the ab- 
sence of Matthew Wright, Esq., who 
was prevented by affliction, Mr. S. 
Barraclough took the chair. The 
meeting was addressed by Bros. 
Croft, Lowis, Barley, and Sharp. 
£6 16s. 3d. was collected. The 
whole of the meetings may be con- 
sidered to , have been successful, 
moneys being in advance of former 
years. The spirit and attendance ex- 
ceeded our expectation, considering 
that the weather each day was most 
un£avourabl6 through heavy rains. 
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THE FAMILY JESUS LOVES. 

Jesus will honour that family with the joy and distinction of His 
presence* There is reason to think that, to the house of Lazams and his 
two sisters, the hlessed Jesus made frequent visits. Bethany was about 
two miles from Jerusalem, and as he who was Lord of all things had yet 
no house of his own, for on one occasion he said, ** The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests ; but the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay His head," (Matthew viii. 20,) it is to be expected that, under 
these circumstances. He would most frequently repair to the family in 
wtioin He had the greatest confidence ; and, doubtless, He would confide 
in those He most loved. Happy family I at whose board Jesus sat, 
under whose roof he reposed, and in whose conversation He delighted to 
mingle! 

Should yours be a family loved of the holy Jesus, He will come and 
be a guest with you also. He will be present at every meal ; He will 
sanctify every conversation; He will overrule every event. And 
although your family may not be opulent and respectable as was that of 
Martha, yet will not Jesus on that account absent himself. He will 
visit you though you be poor ; and remember that where He does not 
find plenty He can make it, and that He never comes without a blessing. 
The Lord Jesus will assuredly sympathise in the sufferings and sorrows 
of the family He loves, when it is a Christian family that mourns, the 
Saviour's presence and the Saviour's sympathy cannot then long be 
wanting. The adorable Jesus will not fail to effect deliverance, for the 
family which is beloved by Him. I do not say that this shall always be 
when you wish, or as you wish. But sooner or later, deliverance shall 
come to the family that Jesus loves. Let us not then either set a time, 
or prescribe a mode to our God ; but in every season of trial, and of 
sorrow, rest in the conviction that deliverance shall at last be given. 
The family that Jesus loves, however scattered by vicissitude, however 
severed by death, shall most assuredly meet again; and that in His ^ 
presence. We remember, at His potent call, Lazarus came forth, the 
grave surrendered its prey, and this beloved, this favoured family, once 
more assembled in their Saviour's presence. What a family interview 
was that ! What strange feelings ! What rapturous congratulations 1 
What joys unfelt before did that hour witness ! Such a family interview 
at any time, and in any place, must have been wonderful ; but the finish 
in this picture of happiness, the first ingredient in this cup of felicity, was 
the presence of Jesus ! All other pleasures were exalted, sanctified, and 
outdone by tiiis I 

The faznily that Jesus loves may be oppressed by want, invaded by 
Fbbbuaat, 1878. , ^ <' .^ 
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sickness, scattered by vicissitude, and dissolved by death. The closest, 
pnrest, and tenderest of domestic ties are but formed to be broken, yet 
it cannot but be a most supporting and consolatory reflection, that 
nothing can befall us unnoticed by Him who loves us. The appointed 
hour hastens on. He shall come to the grave of all His people. ** Marvel 
not at this ; for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear His voice and shall come forth : they that have done 
good to the resurrection of life." Then shall every family that Jesns 
loved meet again ; husband and wife, parents and children, brethren and 
sisters — all shall meet again. f the greetings, the congratulations, the 
embraces, the ecstasies of that hour ! — that hour when the family that 
Jesus loved shall meet in the presence of their glorified Lord, and meet 
to part no more. A. B. 



DAVm AN JEXAMPLE OF EESPECT FOR HIS PARENTS. 
1 Sam. zxii. 3, 4. 
A FEW words to our youth on this subject may not be out of place. We 
have often heard it said, '< That one of the sins most prominent' in the 
young people of the present day is disrespect for parents" We, however, 
vnll not charge this on the youth who read our magazine, but would 
rather encourage them by presenting to their notice David, in an act of 
care for his parents, as an example worthy to be followed by them. He 
was the youngest son of his parents : we are not told much about them. 
In the Psalms David twice refers to his mother, and then the words are, 
** turn unto me, and have mercy upon me ; give Thy strength unto 
Thy servant, and help the son of Thine handmaid." (Ps. Ixxzvi. 16.) 
" Lord, truly I am Thy servant ; I am Thy servant, and the son of 
Thine handmaid." (Ps. cxvi. 16.) These are expressions of great 
respect, a kind of religious remembrance of his parent, owning her as the 
handmaid of the Lord." 

At the time when David sought a home for his parents in the province 
of the King of Moab. David was in great personal danger from the 
persecution of Saul, the king of Israel. Saul appears to look upon David 
as a rival for supremacy over Israel, — as a competitor for the throne. 
Saul sought to take away the life of David. When Saul was disappointed 
in killing him, he sent messengers to his house to watch him. A bad 
and wicked king will always find bad and wicked men to help in his 
wicked designs. Saul, therefore, got men to go and lie in wait for 
David, and, if possible, kill him. But the Lord was on the side of David, 
and he was delivered out of the hand of Saul. David, conscious of his 
danger, retreated and hid himself from Saul. A few of the people fell in 
with David and offered their service to him. We read : ** David there- 
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fore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adallam ; and when 
his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they went down thither 
to him. And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in 
debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves onto 
him, and he became a captain over them ; and there were with him about 
four hundred men." 

David became conscious that he had but little security in the assistance 
of such a company, feeling he could not trust his parents within the 
reach of Saul. He also appears unwilling for them to be partners of his 
danger and fatigue in a military life, under the jealousy and wrath of 
king Saul. David manifests much tender affection and care for his 
parents. He must first know that they are safe and provided for, before he 
Engages in his undertaking. He did not leave them to defend themselves. 
He was not forgetful of them in his own care. He did not leave them to 
go to the workhouse (if any). But he went to the king of Moab, told 
him about his danger, and said, " Let my father and my mother, I pray 
thee, come forth and be with you, till I know what God will do for me. 
And he brought them before the king of Moab, and they dwelt with him 
all the while that David was in the hold." Respect for and care over 
OTir parents will never be without its reward. Dr. Clarke observes: 
" There is little room to doubt that the untimely deaths of many young 
persons v^ere the judicial consequences of their disobedience to their 
' parents. Most who come to an untimely end are obliged to confess that; 
tbia, with the breach of the Sabbath, were the principal causes of their 
ruin. Header, art thou guilty ? Humble thyself, therefore, before God, 
and repent." -A.. B. 



\ 

REASONS WHY I AM A TEETOTALER. 

Man is a glorious being. He was made in God's likeness. He is the 
offspring of Jehovah. Reason is the dignity and glory of man. It is 
the divinity within him. It is given to man to guide him in his actions 
and conduct. It should rule his passions. Reason, science, and the^ 
Bible, agree. The << true majesty in man " needa culture. 

The term reason is applied to principles, causes, arguments, motives. - 
There are bad principles and motives in the world. A man eats bread 
because he is hungry ; he drinks because he is dry ; he warms himself 
because he is cold. Another man steals because he is covetous ; he gets > 
drunk because he is fond of intoxicating drinks. Reasons, motives lie . 
at the foundation of every action. We are teetotalers for certain reasons. . 
We shall lay before you personal, relative, social, political, moral, and . 
GhristiaQ reasons why we are teetotalers. -. 
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I. lam a teetotaler beeauH man has no natural appetite for alcohoUc 
drinks. Abstinence from all intoxicating drinks is a law of natnre. On 
ihe gronnd of the science of physiology, we are warranted in saying that 
God did not create man with an appetite for intoxicants. The appetite 
for them is not Ood-given, bat acquired, and therefore unnatural and 
artificial The drinks which intoxicate are nnnatnral, and therefore 
mmecessary. Man having no natural appetite for them, God has not 
provided them for him. In natnre there is no snperflaity nor deficiency. 
If God had intended man to have drank intoxicating drinks, he would 
have created fountains of the same as well as fountains of water. Why 
not ? Alcohol is not found in any of God's works ; a proof that neither 
animals nor man have an appetite for it. If the benign Creator had created 
the appetite he would have created the provision.* We cannot conceive 
' ihe all- wise and all-bountiful Creator giving an appetite for which he 
has made no provision. Give a child, — a man, — ^milk, bread, meat, fruit, 
water, and you will find that nature is pleased and satisfied with them. 
But give a child, a man, for the first time a glass of gin, or a pill of 
opium, or a cigar, or a pipe of tobacco, nature rebels and says, '' I will 
not have you ; get from me, thou unnatural creature." Drunkenness 
arises not from the primitive God-given nature of man, but from customs 
and interests of men. 

n. I am a teetotaler because teetotalism is in harmony with the BiM^ 
The Bible is divine unerring reason given for the guidance of the reason 
of man. The Bible cannot disagree with God's works. Its principles 
will outlive all conventionalisms and customs. I view the temperance 
question not merely in the light of politics and commerce, but in the 
light of science, morality, and God's eternal word. We accept all that 
harmonises with the Scriptures, and we reject all which is antagonistic 
to them. The Bible is a teetotal book, because it is a holy book, and 
because it is one true to nature and man's interests. The philosophy of 
total abstinence from the drunkard's drink has been etiologically, physio- 
logically, medically, politically, aud Biblically, triumphantly discussedt 
Nature is fall of natural truth as the Bible is of spiritual. Truth cannot 
deny truth. Total abstinence from intoxicating drinks is a universal 
truth ; that is, it is in harmony with the laws of natnre and revelation. 
All men are better without them than with them. 

The Bible speaks of two kinds of wine, good wine and bad wine, or 
intoxicating wine and unintoxicating. We are to shun the bad, ii!|;e may 
drink the good. <* Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging : and who- 
soever is deceived thereby is not wise." " Who hath woe ? who hath 
sorrow ? who hath contentions ? who hath babbling 7 who hath wounds 
without cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? They that tarry long at the 
wine ; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine 
when it is red, when it giveth its colour in the cup, when it moveth 
itself aright. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stmgeULUke an 
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adder." This wine, which in Scripture is the emblem of God's wrattif 
is to be shunned. Jehovah cannot bless that which is a cnrse. '< How 
great is His goodness and how great is His beauty | Com shall make 
the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids." This wine, which 
is the pure blood of the grape, we may drink. That which Qod hath 
blessed, He will not curse. Polygamy, slavery, war, are in the Bible ; 
though they are in the Bible, they are condemned by God. Marriage 
to one woman, honest work, national peace, are inculcated throughout 
the Bible. They bless mankind. 

ni. I am a teetotaler because I am a Christian minister. (1.) I am a 
member of society, and have an influence for good or evil. I am accoxmt- 
able to society for my actions and conduct. Society guarantees to me 
eertain rights and privileges on certain conditions. If I obey the con- 
ditions, the rights are mine ; if not, I am justly deprived of my rights. 
This is a fundamental law of society. I am bound in all honesty to 
pursue a course of conduct which shall promote the wealth, health, and 
happiness of the nation. If I sell, make, or give that to society which 
increases taxation, crime, pauperism, death, I injure society, I break the 
law of love to God and man ; consequently, my conduct is reprehensible. 
Society ought to stop me. Such is really the case in reference to the 
drink : the traffic ought to be stopped. (2.) As a magistrate, I am bound 
to seek the peace and prosperity of the nation. This I can do by encou« 
raging education, industry, temperance, and provident habits. To 
encourage drinking habits, I encourage drunkenness, crime, and poverty. 
(8.) As a medical man, I am, from the nature of my profession, bound to 
seek the health of the people. This I can do most effectually by 
getting the people to abstain from that which is the most prolific 
cause of sickness and death. (4.) As a father^ I wish the health and 
bappiness of my children. I ^rish them a good education, prosperous 
trades, happy homes, healthy minds, virtuous, Ohristiaii lives, and a 
happy death. Temperance and Christianity are promotive of all these 
things. (5.) As a minister of the Gospel, I am boxmd to seek the morality, 
education, and salvation of the people. I ought to abstain from that 
which I know ruins souls. Alcoholic drink disqualifies me for the full 
and proper discharge of my ministerial functions ; they ill prepare my 
hearers to hear the Gospel, because they blunt the moral feelings and 
darken the understanding. Many thousands every Sabbath, through the 
drink are prevented from hearing the word of eternal life. It is a stum- 
bling-block to tens of thousands both in business and Christianity. 
*' Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while 
the world standeth, lest I mi^e my brother to offend." " Wherefore to 
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." ** It is 
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby thy 
brother stumbletb, or is offended, or is made weak/* C« Bbims. 
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MEMOIR OF MRS. PLUMRIDGB, OF WYCOMBE MARSH, BUCKS. 

Sister Ann PLtrsfsiDaB was born January the 18th, 1881, and spent all 
her life in the ranks of the working class. She grew np in the neglect 
of tme godliness, yet was not destitute of the fear of God, for she was. 
early taught to read God's Word ; and this ability was of great service 
to her in her last long affliction. She was married to Brother E. Plum- 
ridge on the 17th April, 1851. For many years they both remained 
unconverted, but our sister du^ng all this time had a love for the cause 
of God, and a longing to know more of the power of religion. In X869 
she became more deeply impressed with the importance of godliness, and 
was admitted as a member of the Church at Wycombe Marsh, in the 
High Wycombe Circuit, and to the end of her life she remained a willing 
worker for the cause of God, and endeavoured to lead a Christian life. 
Her last affliction proved a painful and a tedious one. She was unable 
to attend the chapel for many months, except in the finest weather. To 
her minister i^e often expressed many fears and doubts about her salva- 
tion, but these were all taken away, and while her strength permitted, 
she was often praising God aloud for His great mercy in taking all her 
sins away. To those Christian friends who visited her she often spoke 
with a thankful confidence of the joy to which she was going, and thus 
afforded another instance of victory over the fear of death. With almost 
her last breath she whispered her confidence in Jesus as 'her Saviour, 
and then peacefully, but safely, fell asleep in Jesus, to wake up in His 
^orious likeness at the last day. She died November 2nd, 1872, and 
was interred on the 7th, in the cemetery. High Wycombe. Her death 
wad improved by the cireuit minister, December 29th, by a sermon 
preached in the Wycombe Marsh Chapel, from ** Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord." Z. 
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cation of a royal duke. He has in 
his portfolio papers countersigned 
"Ward," as prime minister in the 
principality of Parma. He stops for 
a few hours at Bolsover Castle, and 
when invited to remain longer, re- 
spectfully declines ; he wishes at least 
to spend a day in the town of Howden 
with his grandfather the aged lahourer 
mentioned before. He opened a small 
portmanteau and showed the prizes 
of his manhood, which he had brought 
across the seas to gladden that first 
friend's heart ; they are the rich de- 
corations of the different orders of 
knighthood which Thomas Ward has 
received from various sovereigns — 
the Grand Gross of St. George, the 
Grand Gross of St. Louis of Parma, 
the Grand Gross of St. Joseph of 
Tuscany, the Commander Cross of 
tlie Iron Crown. What a mass of 
glittering insignia for the poor York- 
shire boy! Yet all these were to 
him inferior in their power of confer- 
ring real delight, or even in their 
▼alue, to the humble looking Bible 
prize which he received in his early 
childhood. 

The training which Thomas Ward 
received at that Sunday School, made 
a man of him, as people say ; it was. 
almost his sole education, for his 
&ther was only a stud groom in a 
trainer's stables, and the boy followed 
in his steps at a very early age. 
When he was but fourteen years of age 
he was sent with a horse to Vienna, 
and remained there in the stables of 
Prince Lichtenstein. Thenceforward 
his life was passed on the Continent, 
but his true character had been formed 
in England, and the sound religious 
principles which guided him in many 
an after difficulty, were formed in his 
earh^ youth. 

He continued for some time in the 
service of Prince Lichtenstein, and 
his moral conduct was uniformly 
good, while he distinguished himself 
by his knowledge of horses, and by 
his ability as a skilful trainer, and 
fearless rifler. He was very com- 
pactly built, and a light weight, and 
was therefore frequently selected as 
a jockey to ride races. He gradually 
rose in the estimation of his master, 
and was at length induced to leave 
his service by the offer of promotion 



into that of a sovereign prince, and a 
member of a royal house. This was 
Charles Louis Duke of Lucca. 

This prince was a Bourbon, and 
subsequently shared the strange fate 
which emptied the thrones of Europe 
of that olden race ; but at the time of 
Thomas Ward's becoming one of his 
grooms, his court was as brilliant as 
any on the Continent. This was in a 
great measure owing to the family rela- 
tionships of the Duke and his Duchess. 
He was the son of a king of Etrnria, 
and grandson of a king of Spain ; she 
was twin sister of the Princess who 
would be Empress of Austria, and 
held in her own person a general 
heirship to the Stuart and Tudor 
dynasties, and as there was not much 
to do in the way of government at 
Lucca, the royal pair spent most of 
their time at the Viennese Court, 
waiting until the demise of the ex- 
Empress Maria Louisa should give 
them their rightful dominion of 
Parma. 

Thomas Ward's new master was 
no lay figure of a prince. To his 
many personal attractions he added 
an enlightened mind, and an affec- 
tionate heart. He cast his eyes on 
the smart young English groom, and 
saw in his s&ewd sensible feice, 
honesty and straightforwardness not 
always to be found in the attendants 
of sovereigns. For some time he 
noticed his cleverness and good 004- 
duct before he thought of promoting 
him. Ward had not the handsome 
or striking exterior generally found 
in royal &vourites. His face was 
plain, but with an expression in which 
there was a union of simplicity and 
shrewdnesEl. His complexion was 
light, his eyes were grey, quick, and 
penetrating. He was thoroughly 
English in his air and manner, and 
in nothing more than in his extreme 
neatness of dress and cleanliness of 
person. These moderate qualifica- 
tions were Thomas Ward's recom-. 
mendations, added to the good sense 
and good conduct which distinguished 
him, to the royal Duke. 

The future baron's first step in 
promotion was from the stables to 
the antechamber of his.pfttrcm. He 
became under valet. During five 
years he made ,|^^^;^g»«8 in 
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favour, until he filled, in 1886, the 
important office of confidential atten- 
dant, the Duke's liking of him, being 
no sudden freak of fancy, but a slow 
growing attachment of esteem. For 
about seven years he enjoyed the 
confidence of his master in the humble 
post of principal valet, and would 

. have been fully satisfied to climb no 
higher at court. Vaulting ambition 
was not his. He never made a con- 

. Bcious efifort for either place or power. 
The Duke coming to England, to 
be present at Queen Victoria's coro- 
nation, brought the Yorkshire boy 
with him. What a strange stride — 
from a prince's dressing-room to his 
ambassador's chair. None ever took 
the step more unpretentiously than 
did Thomas Ward. While at the 
summit of royal favour, no person 
heard a boast from his sensible lips. 
He lived in a small neat house near 
the palace and set about his duties 

' as simply and as steadily as when he 
was a groom; consequently he had 
not the hate so universally accorded 
to royal favourites. The Lucchese 
had all a good word for Signor 

• Tomaso. 



WESLEYAN REFORM UNION. 

• Many of the churches in our Union 
.have, in the past month, united to- 

• gether in the renewal of their covenant 
with God. They have taken a tho- 
rough survey of the whole business 

;0f personal Christianity, and what it 
would cost them to be the servants of 
Jesus Christ. They have said Amen 
to the following: "Make me what 
Thou wilt, Lord, and set me where 
Thou wilt; let me be a Vessel of 
silver or gold, or a vessel of wood or 
stone, or metal; whether higher or 
lower, finer or coarser, I am content. 
.If I be not the head, or the eye, or 
the ear, — one of the nobler and more 
honourable instruments thou wilt em- 
ploy, — let me be the hand or the foot, 
—one of the most laborious and lowest 
and most contemptible of all the ser- 
. vants of the Lord ; let my dwelling 
.be on the dunghill,. my portion in the 
^wilderness, my name and lot amongst 
'the hewers of wood or drawers of water, 



among the doorkeepers of Thy house, 
— any where, where I may be service- 
able. I put myself wholly into Thy 
hands: put me to what Thou wilt, 
rank me with whom Thou wilt ; put 
me to doing, put me to suffering ; liBt 
me be employed for Thee, or laid 
aside for lliee, exalted for Thee, or 
trodden under foot for Thee ; let me 
be full, let me be empty; let me 
have all things, let me have no- 
thing; I freely and heartily resign 
all things to Thy pleasure and 
disposal." Such is part of the en- 
gagement into which a great num- 
ber of the members of our churches 
have freely entered with God. What 
may we not expect as the spiritual 
result? Let us keep our covenant, 
praying every day for grace to live as 
Chiistians. In our churches, schools, 
and neighbourhoods there is much 
that needs to be done : the sleeping 
one awaking, the erring one restored, 
the weak one strengthened, and the 
labouring one encouraged ; the youth 
loved, cared for, taken by the hand, 
shielded from vice, guided into virtue; 
our neighbours spoken to, prayed for, 
invited to God's house, watched over, 
lest they die in their sins. Let us 
remember that, '* Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might ; for there is no work, nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the grave, whither thou goest." 

Aihhy -de-la' Zouoh, — "I have not 
succeeded in purchasing the place at 
Swepstone. . The owner concluded at 
last not to sell. We are still on the 
look out for a place. Should like to 
see you in our circuit. There are 
other places we ought to take up. 
Your counsel upon these matters 
might be of great service. Upon the 
whole, I believe the circuit is im- 
proving. There is a better spirit for 
the existence of the circuit and for a 
revival in the churches, together with 
a desire for the ingathering of pre- 
cious souls to Christ. I sincerely 
hope the Lord is with you in the 
Deddington Circuit." 

Sleaford.—'' Mr. Bailey is labour- 
ing with us this winter as our mis- 
sionary. God has blessed him: a* 
two or three places a number of sin- 
ners have been saved ; how many I 
canaot tell" 
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HunningUy Lane. — " Have written 
the Sheffield District Secretary for 
t)ie services of Brother Lowis, and 
hope we shall have his labours. 
Brother Devine left December 20th. 
We have had pretty good congrega- 
tions when the weather has permitted. 
Brother Devine has laboured hard with 
us, and our church is on the improve- 
ment. Four souls have been added 
to us, and others are under serious 
impressions. We believe much good 
will be seen." 

Doneaster. — " I am thankful to in- 
form you that on January 7th, 1873, 
we had a very profitable quarterly 
church tea and meeting. Indeed, it 
was the largest we have ever had. 
Most of the members attended. The 
financial accounts of the Church were 
presented, and received by the meet- 
ing as very satisfactory. There was 
also a lengthened conversation as to 
the spiritual state of the Church. 
Eight additional members have been 
added to the Church during the 
past quarter, and three others have 
decided to join us. Perfect unity 
exists both in the Church and school; 
all appear determined to work for 
God. This is very encouraging to 
us. We have paid during the year 
^6 off the chapel debt. May we have 
a year of great spiritual prosperity 
and peace in all our churches !" 

Wihsey. — "We held our circuit 
quarterly meeting on December 30th, 
and it was one of the best meetings 
we have had for a long time. Things 
looked much better. A grand work 
has been going on in the Church at 
Mountain Chapel, and all the other 
churches seem to bend their minds 
to the revival of God's work. The 
reports showed an increase of twenty- 
three on trial. To God be all the 
praise !" 

8t. Jutt. — " I am glad to inform 
you .that something like sixty have 
been converted lately, and the revival 
is still likely to continue. The prospect 
is good. We have engaged a brother 
to labour with us, and he will very 
likely continue with us for six months. 
Before we engaged him we had a 
church meeting to consider our best 
course. We thought it useless to 
apply and give fresh trouble to our 
committee, because no man was on 



the list that would likely to be avail- 
able for some time. At tiie expiration 
of our present engagement, do you 
think our committee would send us a 
supply for three or six months? Per- 
haps it will be about the time we 
shall hold our missionary services. 
Our church is working hard and har- 
moniously, and good is doing." J. L. 

WESLETAN REFOBM UNION 
COMMITTEE. 
Held at 8, Exeter Hall, Jan. 10th, 1873. 
Present: Brothers Thos. Chamber- 
lain. W. Nott, T. H. Richard, E. 
Benson, M. Nash, P. Parker, and J. 
Lord. 

Brother M. Nash in the chair. 

The meeting was opened by Brother 
Chamberlain engaging in prayer. 

The minutes of the committee 
meeting, held December 13th, were 
read and confirmed. 

The correspondence was read. 

The following brethren replied to 
the agenda: J. Butier, R. Nicholls, 
W. Wilkinson, E. Barlev, J. W. Taft, 
A. Holland, R. Porter, J. Parker, B. 
Courtnall, and S. Hereman. 

The following brethren have ex- 

Eressed their intention to attend the 
alf-yearly committee meeting: B. 
NichoUs. W. Wilkinson, E. Barley, 
J. W. Taft, A. HoUand, R. Porter, J. 
Parker, S. Hereman, W. Nott, M. 
Nash, E. Courtnall, and J. Lord. 

The missionaries' reports were read 
and considered. 

The following brethren have paid 
their promised subscriptions to the 
chapel fund : Thos. Chamberlain, JB5 ;• 
E. Benson, £6 ; J. Parker, £6 ; T. 
H. Richard, ^81 Is. ; R. Porter, £1 ; W. 
Nott, £1 ; P. Parker, £l ; M. Nash, 
£,1 ; J. Lord, £1 ; E. SiddaU, 10s. 

Resolved. That the following sums 
be paid from the Mission fiind : — 

Missionaries' salaries £23 5 10 

Half of one quarter's 
salary for Secretary 12 10 

Six months' advertise- 
ments in Chbistian 
Words . . . 2 14 

Stamps, post-office or- 
ders, stationery, 
cheque book, &c. &c. 1 15 7 

£40 6 5 
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Mr. J. Dapee, according to promise, 
has paid £2 on behalf of the loan to 
Wolverhampton chapel. One pound 
was due on the SOth of November, 
and the other on the 30 th of December. 

It being evident from the commu- 
nications from nearly all]the brethren 
that the resolution of the Sheffield 
District Meeting was not intended to 
apply to the General Secretary, this 
meeting directs that the applications 
from Bakewell and Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch Circuits for his services be 
acceded to as soon as can be arranged. 

Brother Lowis was appointed to 
Elsecar and the Hunningley Lane 
Churches, on condition that the Shef- 
field district consent thereto. 

Brother Chamberlain gave notice 
for the following resolution at the 
next delegate meeting : — 

"That the working of the Home 
Mission scheme by means of district 
committees be re-considered, and that 
the special work of the missionaries, 
with reference to the interest of the 
Union, be more clearly defined and 
regularly attended to." 

Resolved. That the half-yearly 
Committee Meeting be held in Barns- 
ley, on Monday, Februaiy 10th, 1878, 
to commence at 10 a.m. 

Resolved. That the Mission Fund 
being at present in a low state, appli- 
cation be made to the book-room for 
the remaining £26 of the J660 lent to 
it from the Mission Fund in 1871. 

Resolved. That this Committee 
directs the Treasurer of the Chapel 
Fund to make a loan of «840 to the 
Book-room Fund. 

Resolved. That the following ac- 
counts be paid from the Book-room 
Fund:— 

Nelson 

Price , 

Parker (various) . 

Wesleyan Reform 
Union 

Missions 

^0 18 2 
The Book Steward stated that 
during the six months there had been 
an increase in the sale of Wesley's 
HymnBook,209; Revival,73 ;butade- 
crease in the Sunday-school book of 26. 
The meeting was concluded by 
Brother Nash engaging in prayer. 



10 
16 


8 

13 

6 


T 
T 
2 


14 14 10 
25 



WBSLETAN BEFOBM GHAFEL, 
GRANTHAM. 

The anniversary in connection with 
the above place of worship was held 
on Sunday, November 17th, 1872, 
when two appropriate and interesting 
sermons were preached by Mr. G. H. 
Chapman, of Sheffield, to very good 
and attentive congregations. On 
Monday, the 18th, we had our annual 
trust tea meeting, when about 180 
persons sat down and gave ample 
proof that they enjoyed the good 
things provided by the ladies' com- 
mittee. On previous occasions the 
arrangements have always been in the 
hands of gentiemen, and it is only 
just to say that they have always 
done as well in the shape of begging 
trays and catering to the tastes and 
wants of their friends, as could be 
reasonably expected from the same 
number of gentlemen in similar cir- 
cumstances, in any church in our 
Union ; but, notwithstanding this, the 
ladies have so far excelled them this 
year, and have given such oyer- 
whelming evidence of their superio- 
rity in tills particular sphere of la- 
bour, that we have resolved to keep 
the committee in perpetuity, w& 
power to add to their number. 

We may say that they begged be- 
tween twenty and thirty trays, and 
supplied the tables with provisions 
which, for quality and variety, have 
never been surpassed by any of the 
churches in the town, and so mr have 
their united efforts tended to make 
this anniversary a complete success, 
that we think too much cannot be 
said in their favour. 

After tea the public meeting was 
commenced by our minister giving 
out the hymn beginning, 

" JesoB shall reign where'er the aim ;" 

after which the Rev. G. B. Bowler 
engaged in prayer. The meeting was 
presided over by Mr. Hannett, and 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. 
W. Goldie (Independent), Rev. (*. 
B. Bowler (Baptist), Rev. A. Hol- 
land, Mr. G. H. Chapman (Wesleyan 
Reform), Mr. Butcher (of Grantham). 
Mr. Rogers (of Eaton), Mr. Wood, of 
Nottingham (Free Church), Mr. 
Parker (Wesleyan), Mr. R. Hemp- 
Bted, Mr. W. Wand, Mr, Dickinson, 
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(Westsytai Bafonn), and the key note 
of each address seemed to be Chris- 
tian work and daty in connection 
with the Churches. The addresses 
were good, and the interest was main- 
tained until the close of the meeting, 
which lasted more than three hours. 
The chapel choir sang several an- 
thems during the evening, which en- 
livened the meeting very much. The 
usual votes of thanks to nunisters, 
ladies, choir, and chairman, were 
imanimoasly passed at the close. 
The total proceeds, after paying all 
expenses, amounted to £13, which 
we think very noble for our Church. 
Thus passed away the most success- 
ful anniversary which we have had 
for many years past, for whidi we 
thank God and take courage. 

As regards the general position and 
the future prospects of our Church, 
these are good. Our congregation 
has for months past been impro?ing, 
and a few have been added to the 
Church, lUid it is only due to Brother 
Holland, who became our minister 
last May, to say that the decrease 
reported of our Church in the maga- 
zine last month in connection with 
the ShefEleld District Meeting, has 
not taken place since his coming 
amongst us, nor because of his coming 
(as some migiit suppose), but because 
the two country places which stood 
upon our plan have left us, and had 
withdrawn a considerable time before 
last Mayor even October, 1871, when 
our brother visited us as a mission- 
ary; and when it was ascertained that 
we had a decrease at the commence- 
ment of our minister's labours, he 
suggested that instead of reporting to 
the Delegate and District Meetings 
the same number of members— which 
had been done before, although the 
two places had left us — we should 
report the decrease, and thus stand 
out in a true light. We have that 
amongst us which brought the Sa- 
viour from heaven, " love," the fruits 
of which are abounding more and 
more, which we consider to be far 
more precious than sparkling gems 
or glittering coin: and prayers are 
constantly ascending from our Zion 
to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that this love for the 
Saviour and each other may never 



dunimsh, but eontinaally augment, 
until in purity, fervour, fulness, and 
force, it equals the love of the loving 
saints whose love is made perfect in 
the heavenly world. 

We are commencing cottage meet- 
ings for the winter season. These 
are to be held on Sunday afternoon ; 
also forming a tract society, both of 
which we hope will be the means of 
great good to our Church. We have 
for weeks, nay for months, sung with 
Charles Wesley, 
" Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,- 

And looks to that alone ; 
Laughs at impossibilities. 

And cries, 'It shall be done 1 ' " 

And now, God be thanked, we have 
those who are mourning in Zion on 
account of their sins, and the sweet, 
melting, and hallowing influence of 
the Holy Ghost are felt in our ser- 
vices; and although we often sing 
the above lines, and never intend to 
cease, because of the great work be- 
fore us, yet there is another song we 
can sing even with greater pleasure,— 

" Lo 1 the promise of a shower 
Drops already from above ; 
But the Lord will shortly pour. 
All the spirit of his love 1" • 

E. D. 

WESLEYAN 
REFOBM, MIDDLESBOBOUGH. 
On Sunday, Dec. 22, the anniversary 
services in connection with the 
Wesleyan Heform Chapel, Brougham- 
street, were held, when sermons were 
preached morning and evening by 
the Bev. B. Nicholls, minister of the 
congregation. 

On Christmas Day a public tea 
was held in the school-room when 
about 220 persons sat down to tea at 
tables presided over by the following 
ladies : — Mrs. H. Gamett, Mrs. R. 
Dodsworth, Mrs. Pickard, Mrs. Wm. 
Tweddell, Mrs. Plant, Mrs. Shanks, 
Mrs. Bernard, Mrs. Stephenson, Mrs. 
Hobinson, Mrs. Newton, and Mrs. 
NichoUs. The spread provided by 
these ladies did great credit to their 
catering abilities. 

In the evening a public meeting 
was held in the chapel. The chair 
was occupied by Mr. John Hunter. 

After the meeting had been opened 
by devotional exercises. 
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The ohainnan addressed the aa- 
dience, briefly referring to this festive 
season and the associations which 
surround it. In reviewinf;; the year 
he missed many faces which he had 
seen before, but it was encouraging 
to believe that a great many of them 
had only left the church militant to 
join the church triumphant. He was 
glad to meet with Uiem under the 
present circumstances ; they had 
passed through some difficulties in 
the last year, but they had also had 
their blessings. He trusted that they 
would endeavour from this time to 
thoroughly devote tiiemselves to God, 
and great would be the results, and 
their position would be far better at 
the end of 1873 than it was at present. 
He hoped that this and all other 
churches would have great success in 
the coming year. 

Mr Tyerman (secretary) read the 
annual report. In looking back over 
the year tJie committee could not but 
recognise the mercies of God. The 
year had been one of continued pros- 
perity, both temporally and spiritually. 
They had been afraid that on account 
of the expensive alterations which 
they had earned out, the receipts 
would not be adequate to the expen- 
diture; but they were glad to find 
that they were only £8 38. 1^. in 
arrears, and the present anniversary 
would fully meet this. As a church, 
God had been with them, and they 
had had great success, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulties which they had ' 
passed through. During the year 
fifty-seven souls had been brought to 
Christ, and twenfy-one had been' 
added to the church. They had now 
139 members in connection with the 
church. Their income, resulting from 
collections, class meetings, delegate 
meetings, bazaar, Christmas tree, &c., 
was £122 2s. 2d. At the commence- 
ment of last year the balance against 
them was £6 98. 6d. Their total ex- 
penditure was £125 4s. 3id., leaving 
a balance against the treasurer of 
£S 2s. lid. 

Mr. Gamett made a brief address 
enforcing upon the audience the ne- 
cessity of open-air preaching and 
evangelistic work as an aid to the 
prosperity of the church. 

Mr, Salmond reviewed the princi* 



pal events of the year with regard to 
weather, crops, and other things; it 
had been an eventful year to this con- 
gregation, but their great object had 
been to bring souls to Christ. He 
then referred to secret and public 

Srayer, and the good which could be 
one by that means. 
The Rev. J. Pamaby dlA not think 
there could be anything more expres- 
sive than the human face divine, and 
at the merry Christmas time it was 
good to gaze upon the human £eus6. 
Still, notwithstanding its expressive- 
ness, it would get very poorly on un- 
less they had the tongue to help them 
out. It was very pleasant t-o be pre- 
sent and to hear their encouraging 
report. It was sharp and short and 
sweet and practical and to the point; 
it spoke of high satisfactory prosperity 
financially and spiritually. He con- 
gratulated them on their new chapel, 
and that they got such good congre- 

gations on Sunday evenings. He 
oped that they had those who went 
abroad to pick up people who went to 
no place of worship, and by a little 
earnest effort inducins them to come 
in and hear the gospel. 

The Bev. B A. Watson, M.A., was 
pleased to find the vezy genial atmo- 
sphere into which he had come. He 
was sure there was some of the sun- 
shine here which had been spoken of. 
He spoke of culture in connection 
with religion, his remarks being sug- 
gested by the speech of Mr. W. B. 
Gladstone, at Liverpool. The highest 
culture was that of religion. The dis- 
ciples were rude uncultivated men, 
but in their contact with Christ they 
became refined and cultured. They 
ought to endeavour to discover God 
in His works by study and culture, 
for this was necessary to the high un- 
derstanding of Christianity. They 
might keep to a style of reading that 
would advance them without totter- 
ing their time away on useless litera- 
ture. They ought to think more of 
education as a means towards Chris- 
tianity. This point had been too mu A 
neglected in this country. They should 
not think as Christians that they had 
done their duty when they had given 
tJieir sympathy and their attendance 
in the church, but that they should 
oulti vato their intelleotual faculties w 
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order to gtftsp the tnith and become 
better able to stand up and fight for 
the Christianity which they profess. 

The Bey. B. Nicholls was glad 
that they were getting a little popmar ; 
and that other people were giving 
them their attention. Much had 
been said of what had been done in 
the past ; but what was to be done in 
the fdtnre ? The Church would be in 
1878 what she determines; and if 
they liked they might just double 
their numbers. They wanted the 
beauty of holiness experienced in the 
heart of every Christian. They 
meant prosperity ; their supplications 
were burdened with one subject, and 
that was Clmst and him crucified, 
and the conversion of immortal souls. 
This was what they preached and 
prayed for. He trusted that in the 
fature they would be prayerful and 
expecting. Great efforts were neces- 
sary in a town like this ; and great 
efforts they mast put forth. Let them 
do their part to bring about the time 
when the kingdoms of the earth shall 
become the Hngdoms of Christ, and 
to the Lord they would give all the 
glory. 

Votes of thanks were then passed 
to the ladies who had provided the 
tea, to the speakers, to the singers, 
and to the chairman, after which the 
proceedings were brought to a close. 

During the evening the choir of 
the congregation gave a selection of 
sacred music, which enlivened the 
meeting very much. Mr Langley led 
the choir, and Miss Langley presided 
at the pianoforte. ' 

WELLINaBOBO' OIBCUIT. 

The quarterly meeting of the above 
drcuit was held on Monday, Sept. 
23rd, at Bushden, when the preachers 
and representatives of the churches 
met at Brother Tailby's, who pro- 
▼idedns with an excellent dinner and 
tea. 

As we have lately entered upon a 
new era in our quarterly meetings, it 
will, perhaps, be well to give you some 
account of the same. 

It has long been felt by several of 
our brethren that our quarterly ga- 
therings ought to be special seasons 
of interest and spiritual profit, and in 



order to this, it was recommended to 
our last Christmas meeting that 
the following among other altera- 
tions should take place. Fiist, that 
the chairman be elected by ballot 
three months in advance. Second, 
that he shall, during the quarter, 
make himself acquainted with the 
condition and working of the circuit. 
Third, that he shall deliver an ad- 
dress or read a paper that shall have 
some special bearing upon the interests 
of the circuit. Fourth, that such ad- 
dress or paper shall be the subject of 
free conversation at a subsequent part 
of the meeting. 

The above reconmiendations were 
received and adopted, and, as the 
result, our meetings have been more 
than ever seasons of grace. 

Our chairman on Monday (Brother 
Tailby) read an interesting paper on 
congregational singing, as being a 
very important part of Divine worship, 
and the best means of securing it ; 
which led to a profitable conversation 
on the subject, as well as on Divine 
worship in general. 

The reports from the representa- 
tives of die churches were in some 
instances encouraging, as they spoke 
of an awakening to spirituality and 
life and an increase in numbers; 
while others had to report a state of 
coldness and indifference. Upon the 
whole, we consider our position is a 
hopeful one, as the past quarter is 
the most unfisivourable in the year, 
owing to the harvest operations in- 
terfering with the whole of our ser- 
vices. In answer to the question. 
What can be done to extend the 
Bedeemer's kingdom, the meeting 
recommended the holding of specicd 
services in all our places during the 
coming quarter, and that the churches 
co-operate with each other in the 
work. We are looking forward to 
these services with longing expecta- 
tion, and are praying that the Lord 
will pour out His Spirit upon us, 
that we may see a revival of His work 
in our midst, and a large ingathering 
of precious souls into the churches. 

Our meeting was a very harmonious 
and profitable one, and was protracted 
to a late hour. A hearty vote of 
thanks was given to Mr. and Mrs. 
Tailby for their hospitality, and our 
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meetini? was brought to a close, and 
we all felt, as we retnmed home, 
" How good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in 
unity !" 

T. Bbomaoe, Circnit Preacher. 

S. Wright, Circuit Steward. 

Ohas. Wrioht, Secretary. 

LAYI NG T HE MEMOBIAL STONE 
OF MUFF FIELD WESLETAN BE-* 
FOBM SCHOOL. 

On Saturday the memorial stone of a 
new school in connection with the 
Muff Field Wesleyan Reform Chapel, 
Bowling Old Lane, was laid by Mr. 
Jabez Cole, of Bowling, in presence 
of a large number of scholars and 
friends. The new erection, when 
completed, is intended to serve the 
double purpose of a day and Sunday 
school, and will supplant the old 
school in the vicinity, in which s,t 
present both these departments are 
so successfully carried on, that it has 
for some time been altogether inade- 
quate to its requirements. The new 
school immediately adjoins the chapel, 
with which it will correspond in style, 
the principal frontage being to Bow- 
ling Old Lane. It will have an ele- 
vation sufficient to allow of two class- 
rooms underneath the main school- 
room in front, and in the rear a 
covered play -ground connected with 
an open one. Separate staircases, 
also in the rear, will give communi- 
cation with the latter. The inside 
dimensions of the school-room will 
be 54 feet by 33 feet, which, accord- 
ing to government requirements, will 
give an area sufficient for near 200 
scholars, but for Sunday school pur- 
poses 360 can be accommodated. 
The plans have been prepared by Mr. 
W. T. Spencer, of Bowling; the total 
cost of tiie erection being over ^800. 
Shortly before four o'clock a proces- 
sion of teachers, scholars, and Mends 
was formed at the Working Men's 
Club, Bowling Old Lane, and pro- 
ceeded to the spot, where, after sing- 
ing and prayer, the Rev. E. Barley 
came forward to present Mr. Cole 
with an ebony mallet and silver 
trowel, on which was the following 
inscription ; — " Presented to Jabez 
Cole, Esq., Oak Cottage, Bowling, 



on his laying the memorial stbne of 
Muff Field new school, Bowling, 
October 12, 1872." He expressed the 
pleasure it gave him to witness, within 
the four years that he had laboured 
in that district, the completion of the 
chapel and the commencement of 
that much wanted and commodious 
school-room. Mr. Cole said, " My 
dear Brother Barley, I receive this 
mallet and trowel from the Muff Field 
Wesleyan Eeform Society, through 
▼ou, with heartfelt thanks, having 
been highly honoured with the pri- 
vilege of laying the memorial stone of 
this new school ; and I lay the memo- 
rial stone of this school in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
I now pronounce this stone properly 
and duly laid, and humbly pray it 
may answer the great purpose for 
which it is designed — viz. the secular 
and religious education of the present 
and future generations of this thriving 
and thickly populated district, and 
thus better prepare them for the 
duties of the life that now is, and 
greatly assist them in preparing for 
the life that is to come." He wsa 
followed by the Hev. Dr. Bussell, 
who congratulated the congregation 
of Muff Field on the energy they 
were displaying to provide an effi- 
cient education for the youth of the 
neighbourhood, both secular and reli- 
gious. He also addressed a few 
earnest words to the parents of the 
assembly, who were the best teachers, 
if they discharged their proper func- 
tion; and to the teachers of the 
'Sunday School, to see to it that thej 
were themselves taught aright. 
Hymns having been sung and a col- 
lection made, the proceedings termi- 
nated. Tea was served in the old 
school-room, of which many partook, 
and a meeting was afterwards held 
in the chapel, which was largely at- 
tended, and presided over by Mr. 
Jabez Cole. From the report which 
was read by Mr. E. Prigg, the secre- 
tary, it appeared that there were 363 
scholars and 77 teachers attending 
the Sunday School. The meeting 
was addressed by the chairman, the 
Revs. Dr. Russell, E. Barley. J- 
Packett, and G. Edmondson, . and 
closed with votQS of thanks to the 
ladies for presidjmg at the tea tablflSi 
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and to the speakers. Dnring the 
evening the choir rendered yery effec- 
tirely .several anthems and 4th6r 
saored pieces. 

BEVOE-STREET CHAPEL, NOBWIOH. 
Our friends in Norwich have just 
held their annual meeting to lay he- 
fore the Church and the puhlic the 
annual accounts. Three sermons 
were preached on Sunday, November 
17th, 1872 ; that in the mominpr by 
W. Stacy, Esq. ; afternoon, by itev. 
W. A. M* Allen, Presbyterian minis- 
ter ; in the evening by G. B. Dearie, 
Baptist. On Tuesday, November 
19th, a tea and public meeting were 
held, when about one hundred sat 
down to tea. At seven o'clock, S. 
Jarrold, Esq., took the chair. Ad- 
dresses were delivered by the follow- 
ing gentlemen : Rev. W. A. Mc Allen, 
J. J. Skempster, W. Skey, J. Buck- 
ingham, Esq. Brother Rowling read 
the report, ^hich was highly gratify- 
ing. The expenses, though heavy 
(J48 17s. lOd.), were met, and a 
balance in. hand remained. The 
Church wexe greatly indebted to Bro- 
ther Rowling in having devoted to 
the Chapel Fund all the profits of 
goods he had sold durmg the year, 
besides wliat he had begged and 
given. We feel deeply thankful for 
the kmd offer of S. Jarrold, Esq., to 
give twenty pounds to the committee 
in order that Brother Rowling may 
labour for twelve months in the dis- 
trict. Thanks are also due to all our 
friends who have assisted in any way. 
May the Lord reward them for their 
londness in time and in eternity ! 

R.L. 

WIBSEY. 
On Thursday, December 26th, 1872, a 
public tea was held in the school-room, 
adjoining the chapel, which was 
tastefully decorated with Christmas 
mottoes, &c. About five hundred 
persons partook of tea, after which a 
Christmas-tree was uncovered by 
Mrs. Robertshaw, of Bradford, as- 
sisted by Mr. Robertshaw. A variety 
of toys and fancy articles adorned the 
"^ee, which were disposed of readily, 
realising about £4 19s. Two stalls 
01 useful articles furnished by the 



ladies' sewing class realised about 
£12 ; the singers' Christmas presents, 
£S 12s. 6d. : per Mrs. Robertshaw 
and other subscriptions, £7 Is. ; pro- 
fits of tea, £18 7s. lOd. ; sundries, 
£1 12s. 6d. : making a total of £52 
12s. lOd., to be appropriated to 'the 
new organ fand. To defiray the debt 
remaining on the orgfan being the 
occasion of the above festival, it may 
be considered to have been quite a 
success. Great praise is due to the 
ladies composing the sewing class, 
who are indefatigably self-denying 
and persevering in their efforts. 

E. B. 



9nx WiMm$* 

DEDDINaTON GIBCXJIT. 
We have been favoured with the ser- 
vices of our dear Brother Lord, the 
General Secretary of the Union, who 
stayed withus five weeks,and was inde- 
fatigable in his efforts to do the circuit 
good by visiting the members of the 
society and conversing with them 
about the work of God in their own 
souls and in the neighbourhood where 
they live. Also by firequently meet- 
ing the officers of the various societies 
and of the circuit, for the purpose of 
aiding and encouraging them in the 
discharge of their duties relative to 
.the Church of God ; by preaching on 
the Sabbath and on week evenings, 
mostly on fivei evenings each week, 
with only one or two exceptions; 
holding prayer meetings, giving ad- 
dresses on the principles of the Re- 
form Union, and of Church govern- 
ment, our Missions, as well as ad- 
dresses on other subjects connected 
with the well-being of the flock over 
whom we are made overseers. He 
has worked very hard here, having 
had his secretary's duties to attend 
to all the while, in addition to hard 
walking in bad roads and bad weather 
and hard working also. He attended 
our quarterly meeting, and was unani- 
mously voted to the chair. The meet- 
ing was a most happy and satisfac- 
tory one. The brethren were cer- 
tainly more closely united and 
strengthened than has been the case 
for years. His visit has been of 
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signal service to this cironit in pro- 
moting brotherly love and nnity. 
Things seem so mnch better, the 
work we do is more appreciated, and 
the Mends are more united, and at- 
tendance at the public services* is 
improved in most places. May this 
state of things abundantly progress. 
On Christmas-day a public tea was 
held at Souldem, and a public meet- 
ing afterwards. The object was to 
raise somethlDg towards the debt on 
the chapel. Brother Payne presided, 
and did his work very well. Brothers 
Petty and Lord addressed the meet- 
ing. Tlie latter occupied an hour and 
ten minutes, which seemed only a 
few minutes, so to speak. His re- 
marks referred to three topics, — viz.. 
The stirring up the members to a 
better attendance on the social means 
of grace ; to a greater interest in reli- 
gious work for others ; and a greater 
love to one another as Church mem- 
bers, and as Churches to one another 
in the Circuit, imited for the good of 
each other, and aiming at the con- 
version of sinners. 

The meeting was a very good one 
so far as the services are concerned, 
and every one spoke of the meeting 
with delight and pleasure. 

We- are very sorry not to be able to 
secure his services for six weeks 
longer, but earnestly hope to see him 
again. Were Brother Lord to visit 
every circuit in the Union we think 
it would be of incalculable benefit to 
its interests. « T. P. 

SHEFFIEU), WESTON STREET 
CHAPEL. 

Brothek Devine commenced his 
labours on Sunday, November 10th, 
and continued to labour during that 
and the following week. Three weeks 
previous to the coming of Brother 
Devine, viz., on the afternoon of 
Sunday, October 20th, being one of 
the days appointed by the Sunday 
School Union for special prayer, 
there was a manifest working amongst 
the scholars, and a number of them 
yielded to their convictions, and we 
trust much good was accomphshed; 
so that as far as the Sunday-school 
was concerned, the way was partially 



prepared for Brother Devine's la- 
bours ; and although during the time 
he was with us the greater pfurt of 
the conversions were amongst the 
younger ones, yet it was not alto- 
gether confined to them. 

The services were moderately at- 
tended, and Brother Devine's dis- 
courses being of a reviving and en- 
couraging character, we feel sure 
that the members of the Church were 
benefited by his coming amongst us. 
The classes meeting on Tuesday 
evenings took tea together, as did 
also those meeting on Wednesday 
evenings. These gatherings were very 
well attended, and the members not 
only enjoyed each other's company, 
but also the advice and counsel of 
Brother Devine, who seemed to be 
quite at home amongst us ; and in 
looking at the matter as a whole, we 
believe the Church has been stimu- 
lated to greater earnestness, and the 
fruits of the gathering in of the young 
converts we trust will be seen in 
their becoming " pillars in the Church 
of Christ, to go out no more for ever." 
A. J. Richardson, 
Society Steward. 

MOUNTAIN, WIBSEY CIECUIT. 
Special services were commenced at 
this place on the 17th of November, 
and continued for four weeks. By ap- 
pointment of our district committee, 
Brother Croft, our missionary, has 
laboured successfully in the above 
services. The attendance improved 
from the first, and some of the most 
unlikely were drawn to the chapel, 
and about thirtv persons found mercy. 
Our brother's labours in the pulpit 
and his visitations out of the pulpit, 
have made a good impression in the 
neighbourhood. We were pleased on 
.attending the last quarterly meeting 
to be able to report so favourably as 
regards both the numerical and the 
spiritual state of our hitherto strug- 
gling and comparatively small churcii 
at Mountain. We hope to be able to 
hold on ourselves, and to gather in 
yet many more. We purpose making 
our annual collections in the month 
of July in support of our Union 
Missions. T. M. 
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LESSON XVI.— OHMST WITH HIS DISCIPLES AT JACOB'S 

WELL. 
John iv. 27-42. 

Thh disoiples now cama to Jesos as He eat on Jacob's Well. The 
disciples manrelled that Jesos shotild talk with a woman of Samaria. 
They had been into the city to bay provisions (ver. 8). The conversation 
of Christ with the woman was of a friendly character. This, to the dis- 
ciples under the influence of national prejudice, was a matter at which 
they were much amazed, she being a woman of Samaria. The dis- 
ciples did not attempt to drive the woman away, nor did they ask either 
the woman or Jesus any question ; " yet no man said, What seekest thou ? 
or, Why talkest thou with her ?" It might be that their respect and 
reverence for the Lord helped them over their Jewish prejudice in this 
case; they feeling a satisfaction in whatsoever He thought fit to do. 
How much better if we had more of this hiding ourselves in our respect 
for Christ and the good of others I Let us admire the condeacenaion^ 
hindneiSf love^ compassiony meekness^ and humlity of Jesus in preaching 
to this ona woman, Let the example influence us to like action, in the 
like spirit. 

Yer. 2d. — ^The woman was deeply impressed with the truths she had 
heard from Christ. At the close of the conversation she left the welL 
She appeals to have forgot her errand to the well : " She left her water- 
pot/' perhaps not thinking of it, or not willing to encumber herself 
with it, or as designing that Christ might use it, as He might have occa- 
sion, in her absence. The sweet joy given to her in the knowledge of 
Christ as the Messiah was more to her than her water pot. She went 
her way into the city, not to forget all she had heard ; not to keep it to 
herself; but she said to the men or people of the city, << Come, see a 
man which told me all things that ever I did ; is not this the Christ ?'* 

Ver. 29. — This is the tr^e evidence of a proper knowledge of Christ. 
A desire and eflbrt to make Him known to others. (John i. 40-42.) 
" She probably ran into the city, proclaiming aloud that she had met 
with a person who had told her all the secrets of her life." (Stackhouse.) 
<< Our Lord had told her but a few things, but His words awakened her 
conscience, which soon told her all the rest." (Wesley.) She fully 
believed Him to be the Christ. Her object was to bring others to Him 
that they might hear and believe on Him also. The Jews held that one 
of the true characteristics of the Messiah would be His ability to tell the 
secrets of all hearts. It is the duty of all who know Christ to make 
Him known to others by urging all to " come" to Him. 

Yer. 80. — ^The people of the city took an interest iu the statement of 
this woman* << They went out of the city, and came unto Him," that 
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they might hear and examine for themselves. A very wise step. Will 
all our readers take it 7 Let me say to all, " Come I" 

Yer; 81. — While the woman was away, and before the people of the 
city came to Jesns, '* His disciples prayed (asked) Him, saying, Master, 
eat." Before Christ conversed with the woman, He was wearied (ver. 
6) ; He was thirsty (ver. 7) ; He was an hungered (ver. 8). But now 
He seemed as if He forgot His weariness, and want of drink and meat. 
He showed no inclination to eat. The disciples called His attention to 
the fact of food, and said, '< Master, eat," It is important that we eat, in 
order to uphold us, even in a good work. 

Ver. 82. — The reply Jesus made to His disciples was, ** I have meat 
to eat that ye know not of." This was not intended as a slight on the 
necessity for taking food proper for the body, but to show that it is not 
to be preferred to matters of greater importance, or to form the subject 
of absorbing care. (Matt. vi. 25, 26.) The work of doing good ought to 
be inexpressibly more desirable, entertaining, and delightful to the mind, 
than the most agreeable repast could be to the body. This verse ex- 
presses the intense manner in which Jesus went about doing good. 

Yer. 88. — This is one of the instances in which the disciples were 
slow to understand the teaching of the Saviour. The disciples attached 
to what Jesus had said to them, a carnal meaning^ as Nicodemus (John 
iii. 4), the woman of Samaria (John iv. 11), and the Jews did (John 
vi. 41). " The constant course of Christ, the Teacher, in the Nefw Tes- 
tament, is to raise men from the material to the moral, the spiritual, 
the heavenly. The constant tendency of man, the pupil, is to drag 
down the moral, the spiritual, and the heavenly within the limits of the 
carnal, the material, and the earthly." (Dr. Cummings.) '< The dis- 
ciples said one to another. Hath any man brought Him aught to eat ?" 

Yer. 84. — Jesus knew the mistake the disciples had made in their 
not understanding what He had said. His object is now to teach a lesson 
of zeal and earnestness to His disciples in all ages, and said, « My meat 
is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work." He did 
not speak of food for the body, but of a spiritual nature. Jesus taught 
that. '* No gratification of the most hungry appetites of the body could 
afford Him so much satisfaction as He found in fulfilling that special will 
of His heavenly Father, for which He came into the world." Jesus 
means that the salvation of souls was nearer to Him than any food, or 
even life itself. He here sets an example to all ministers and to all 
Christians. '* God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son." (John iii. 16.) The work Christ had to do was to make the law 
honourable by his life, and to save men by His death. 

Yer. 85. — The harvest season of the year in Judea was about the end 
of our May, or the beginning of June. It is, therefore, probable that 
Christ took this journey in the month Sebat^ or the end of our Januaryi 
and the beginning of February. It is likely thiftt Jesus meant by this 
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verse that the people of the eity, the Samaritans whom he knew were 
coming to Him to hear for themselves the word of life, were ripe to 
receive the gospel, as the harvest to be received by the reapers. How 
soon, and by what feeble means to human judgment, can the Lord do a 
great work in the conversion of men to Himself ? 

Ver. 86. — ^The service of the Lord is not without profit. " He that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal." (Matt, 
ziz. 29 ; 2 Tim. iv. 5-8.) The fruit gathered shaU be unto eternal life. 
Pan. xii. 8.) The purpose is that he that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together. The work of God is a united work ; one sows the 
seed, and another may reap the harvest. Both are part of the same 
work, and they shall rejoice together. The increase is only of God. 
(See 1 Thess. ii. 19.) 

Ver. 87. — This was a common proverb, " One soweth and another 
reapeth." A. Barnes remarks, *' One man may preach the gospel, and 
with little apparent effect : another, succeeding him, may be crowned 
with eminent success. The seed, long buried, may spring up into an 
abundant harvest." 

Ver. 88. — The Lord Jesus Christ sent out His apostles to reap. No 
one but Christ, as the true Head of the Church, has the right to call and 
send out ministers of the gospel. This may be known to a man (1) 
By a pure conviction in his mind of his duty to God, and with a love 
for the souls of men. (2) A happiness of mind in the discharge of that 
duty. (8) A success in the discharge of His duty. The ancient pro- 
phets and John the Baptist had sowed the seed. The apostles were to 
enter into their labours. Christ had employed the disciples as His com- 
panions and stewards. , 

Ver. 89. — ^We are not told how many of the Samaritans believed on 
Him for the saying of the woman. The fact is stated that << Many Sa- 
maritans out of the city believed on Him," through the testifying of the 
woman, *« He told me all that ever I did." (Notice John i. 12 ; iii. 16.) 
To believe is to give credit to anything stated on authority (ver. 40). 

This faith had such an effect on them that they hastened with great 
desire to converse with Jesus themselves. That which they saw and 
heard so affected them that they laid aside their prejudices as a people 
and besought Him to tarry wil^ them. He remained with them two 
days. We do not know that Jesus wrought any miracles among them. 
This might not be needful. He preached, and they believedi Happy are 
the souls who thus receive the Word of life and ex^oy it. 

Ver. 41. — ^This verse refers to those who heard Christ during the 
two days of His staying in the city with the Samaritans. Many heard 
Jesus, and for His own words they believed on Him. The Word of the 
Lord is yet powerful to convince the worst sinners. that they would 
come and hear. 

Ver. 42. — These Samaritans now turned to the woman and said unto 
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her, << Now we' believe, not because of thy saying ; for we have heard 
Him ourselves." They were a sincere, simple-hearted, and teachable 
people. They 'were convinced that Jesus was the Saviour of the world, 
Jews and Gentiles; all men. The meaning of the word Christ is 
Anointed. The word Saviour means Deliverer. Christ is therefore the 
Saviour of all men. These Samaritans were indebted to the woman as 
the instrument of their knowledge of Christ« This ought to encourage 
us to make Christ known among our friends and neighbours, not know- 
ing how many may be drawn by us to the Saviour. What a haj^y and 
glorious thing for us to join with saints of every age and clime to shout 
the harvest home for ever 1 

" May I but find the grace, 

To fill a humble place, 
In that inheritance aboye ; 

My humble yoice I'll raise, 

In songs of loudest praise, 
To^spread Thy fame, Eedeeming Love !" J. Lobd. 



WHY I AM A TEETCTALER. 
iOmcluded,) 
IV. I am a teetotaler because intoxicating drinks are a great hindrance to 
the spread of the Gospel, both at home and abroad. In the cours e of my 
reading I have met with a pentalogue of the Japanese : 1. Thou^shalt 
not kill. 2. Thou shalt not steal. 8. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
4. Thou shalt not lie. 5. Thou shalt not drink wine. Their chief 
drink is water. In the kingdom of Messur, in India, the drinking of 
wine is forbidden. The conduct of some heathens is more divine than 
that of many Christians, in relation to the drinks which curse man. 
The Isle of Tahiti formed a little parliament, and sent a messi^e to the 
Queen of England, to inquire on what principles they ought to proceed, 
and she sent them back a copy of the New Testament, and said, *' Lei the 
principles of that Book be the foundation of your enactments.** One of 
the first laws they enacted was, they wotUd not trade with any vessel 
that introduced ardent spirits I The late Bev. Samuel Pyer, sixteen 
years a missionary to the Chinese, says, " They (the Chinese) Usten, 
and generally assent to all I say, as good. OeeasionaUy, they ask me 
questions. Yesterday, one man asked me if it was lawful to drink wiae ? 
meaning brandy and gin. They "know these eome from England, 
and they have universally a strong impression that all Englishmen drink 
freely of these spirits, so that it was a very cunning question ; for they 
think that as I am an Englishman I shall of course plead for this vice." 
The Bev. W. Ellis, writing on the South Sea Mission, says, ^Ajo^er 
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sonree of ev3 has arisen from the introduction of ardent spirits, that 
has been carried on with an industry most shameful, and it is required 
on the behalf of the natives exposed to its deadly evilSi the ienderest 
sympathy and the vigorous efforts of Ghristians to check the evil. Many 
more testimonies might be given, but we forbear. I ask you to give up 
drink on the ground of expediency ; on the ground of common love to 
man ; on the ground of patriotism ; and higher still, on the ground of 
Christianity. 

Y. I am a teetotaler because teetotaliem lessens crime and poverty* 
Intoxicating drinks are a firuitfdl source of crime, pauperism, diseasei 
and premature death; they are a social and national curse to any 
people ; they are a mighty impediment to the world's progress ; there- 
fore, as lovers of our species we are bound to use every energy for their 
overthrow. It costs this nation ^675,000,000 per annum! The com 
annually destroyed would feed 10,000,000 persons. Our police costs us 
£1,500,000 yearly, and they do little more than look after drunken 
people, 80,000 being taken into custody for this vice alone every 
year. But the material destruction is but a mere trifle when compared 
with the intellectual, social, and spiritual degradation produced. Lord 
Bacon says, ^< All the crimes on earth do not destroy so many of the 
human race, nor alienate so much property, as drunkenness." A young 
man who had committed the awful crime of murder, whilst under the 
influence of liquor, was visited in the prison cell by a minister of the 
Gospel. * He listened with earnest attention whilst a portion of the 
Scriptures was read, and when asked what had led him so deeply into sin, 
he said, *' Sir, three short sentences tell the cause of my ruin-*l. Dis- 
obedience to parents. 2. Sabbath breaking. 8. Drinking and gambling.*' 
Uan ought to feel that he is a man. I am a teetotaler because teetotalism 
tends to elevate man. Self-respect and self-interest is better than self- 
neglect and self-degradation. Many who have become total abstainers have 
been brought to Christ. If they had not given up the drink, humanly 
speaking, they nev^ would have become Christians. What is the invest- 
ment of capital when compared with the loss of souls/ health, life, and the 
happiness of millions ? The money spent in Great Britain annuallyi 
would erect 600,000 ten pound houses yearly. If the people were to 
become teetotallers, nine out of every ten of our penitentiaries, reforma- 
tories, mad-houses, workhouses, and prisons might be converted into 
chapels, churches, schools, temperance halls, and lecture rooms, Milton 
said, '< Who can be ignorant that, if the importation of wine and the use 
of strong drink were forbidden, it would both clean rid the possibility of 
comming that odious vice, and men might ever afterwards live happily 
and healthfully without the use of these intoxicating liquors." Out of 
every hundred teetotallers, one dies annually ; out of every hundred 
moderate drinkers, two die annually ; out of every hundred free drinkers, 
four die annually. 
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YI. I am a teetotaler because teetotaliem promotes bodily and mental 
health, << Ton cannot get blood oat of a stone,*' for there is none in it. 
'< Yon cannot get batter oat of a dog's throat," for there is none in it. 
Neither can yoa get noarishment oat of intoxicating drink, for there is none 
in it. We have science, Bcriptore, facts, argament, and experience on our 
side. " Facts are better than a waggon load of argaments." The Bev. 
Dean Close once said, '' Now I have tried it six years, and tell yon that, 
at the age of sixty-foor, I am able to do more work than I was at fiifty- 
foor." Sydney Smith, writing to a friend, expresses himself thos : '' I 
not only was never better, bat I was never half so well ; in fact, I find 
that I have been ill all my life withont knowing it. I slee^ soand sleep, 
having never before known what sleep was. I sleep like a baby or a 
ploagh boy. If I wake, I am troabled with no needless terrors, but I 
have pleasant hopes and pleasing recollections ; and if I dream, it is not 
of lions and tigers, bat of Easter-daes and titles. I take longer walb, 
my onderstanding is improvedi and I can understand political economy 
better ; and I can see better withoat wine and spectacles than when I 
ased both.*' <* The harder I work," said B. Oobden, " the more I resort 
to the pamp and the tea-pot." 0. Bbioos. 



CHUBOH HISTOBY. 

Mb. Editob, — Dear Sir, — ^With year kind permission, I wish to insert a 
few papers on church history in year valuable Ohbistun Words, which 
I trust may prove not altogether uninteresting to some of your readers, 
as almost every one is naturally interested in the history of his own 
country, and of the family of which he is a member. In this manner, 
therefore, as members of the Christian Church, it may reasonably be 
supposed that we should feel concerned in knowing what its past career 
has been ; but a much higher importance attaches to it than this mere 
natural desire for information. Even as we should be thought wanting 
in patriotism, as Englishmen, if we were ignorant of Magna Charta and 
the liberties which the laws of our country secure to us, so also, aa 
Christians, we would show but little appreciation of the blessings of the 
Qospel, in which we believe, if we felt no interest in the privileges con- 
ferred upon us as members of the Christian Church. To trace its progress, 
and to observe the methods by which, from age tp age, it has been pre- 
served from enemies mighty and manifold, and has extended its bonn' 
daries to every land, is to assure our hearts that God is with us, and 
cannot fail to afford an evidence, in addition to the many others we 
possess, that the Christianity in which we trust, both for our present 
happiness and eternal safety, will not disappoint us, for that it comes 
from God. 
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CHAPTER I. 

The Ministry of our Lord— The Foundation of the Church— The Gift of the 
Holy Ghost — Conversion on the day of Pentecost— The Apostled and their Labours. 

Fbom A.D. 29 TO A.D. 59. 
The ministry of our Lord upon earth, ap to the period of Hia ascension, 
was preparatory to the foundation of the church, which could not be 
established until He had purchased the redemption of mankind by 
the shedding of His blood. The mighty miracles he wrought were a 
lasting proof to His followers of His divinity. His words were to be 
their guide and support through all future ages, and his resurrection 
was the testimony of God that His sacrifice upon the cross had been 
accepted, and that the curse had been removed from the human race, 
until the restoration of mankind to God had been completed. The 
labours of the chosen twelve and of the seventy disciples can scarcely 
be regarded as other than preparatory to the personal ministrations of 
our Lord in those places to which they were sent; nor were they 
iiistructed to begin the glorious work to which they were appointed 
(John XX. 21-23 ; Matt, xxviii. 19, 20), until they were endued with 
power from on high (Luke xxiv. 49). John Dodswobth. 

(To he continued.) 



MEMOIE OP GEORGE BLAKE, OP BODDIOOTT, 

DEDDINGTON CIBOXJIT. 

We have lost an old and valued Christian brother, and faithful servant of 
the Lord, as well as a true friend of the Reform cause in this circuit, 
by the death of Mr. George Blake, of Boddicott, near Banbury, After 
about three years of suffering, he departed to his eternal rest on the 6th 
of November, 1872, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. He was con- 
verted to God at the age of twenty, and continued to exemplify in a 
worthy manner the religion of Christ Jesus through his subsequent 
career, and both in evil report and good report. For many years he 
stood connected with the old body of Wesleyans, but when the Reform 
movement broke out in this circuit in 1861 he manifested great interest 
in it, and gave his hearty support to it in every possible way. He had 
erected a neat little chapel on his own premises and bore much of the 
expense, and took much pains to make every thing connected with the 
chapel a blessing to the village; and when he became a Reformer, the 
chapel, as well as his house, were thrown ^open to the men whom he 
regarded as the true servants of Christ, and who, as he conscientiously 
believed, had been wrongfully and insultingly treated by the ruling 
powers of Methodism, Ever since the Reform cause began here, we 
have held services regularly every Sabbath for a period of about twenty 
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years. His religious experience was solid and progressive, and in the 
last days of his affliction he appeared to make rapid strides in the hea- 
venly path, and his maturity for the garner of God correspondingly 
advanced. Christ was all in all to him. I shall not soon forget the 
last interview with him, some six weeks before his death. What 
fervour of love to God, what zeal for his glory, what assurance and con- 
fidence in view of his departure were manifested on this evening. He 
continued j resting upon the atoning Saviour until he passed away to be 
for ever with the Lord. He was true to Christ, to liberty of conscience, 
to simplicity in religion and temporal and spiritual well-being of man. 
The church below has lost a useful and consistent member, and the vil- 
lage, a g6od and kindly friend. On November 17, we improved his 
departure from us, by way of sermon on the text found in 1 Cor. rv. 10. 
The chapel was ftdl, and a solemn and sacred influence rested upon ^b. 
May his wife and children continue to be encouraged to follow their 
departed friend, and like him, '' find their latest foe under their feet at 
last." T. Petty. 



MEMOIR OP CHARLES MICKLETHWAITE, OP SMITHIES, IN 
THE BARNSLEY CIRCUIT. 

We deeply regret the loss of our dear departed brother, who was a 
faithful servant of his dear Saviour. We cannot say much about his 
early life, but he was the subject of religious impressions in his boyhood, 
and as he grew older he found that he must begin to make preparations 
for another and a better world ; and often would he desire to be in com- 
pany with the followers of Jesus. He became, whilst young, a Sabbath 
school teacher, and under the influence of the divine Spirit, he was, 
while so engaged, more fully convinced of his sins, and finding no real 
pleasure in worldly amusements, he at once gave his heart to Ood, and 
joined the class. He then felt that he could go to his Sabbath school 
duties with more pleasure and delight. During his leisure moments he 
would get little story books which told of the happy deaths of praying 
boys and girls, and would relate them to the children in the Sabbath 
school, for in this noble work he chiefly delighted, and scarcely can we 
find a man more interesting in reading and relating these soul-cheecing 
anecdotes than our deceased brother. Ofben, in his loving manner of 
speaking, would tears of joy fall down the cheeks of both teaohers and 
scholars. He had a very great regard for Bible classes, and would often 
speak to the young people of the slippery paths of youth, and warn them 
of the consequences of attending places of sinful amusement and worldly 
pleasure, and neglecting[ to follow the advice of their kind teachers. 
Time passed on, and he began to feel that his health was failing, until at 
last he had to give up work. When he became so ill as to be confined 
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at home, his mind would be with the Sunday school children, and he 
often said, 

" I have been there, and stilL would go, 
'Tis like a little heaven below," 
But still he was always ready to say under aU circumstances, ''My 
Father's will be done, and what he wills is the best." As he became 
weaker and weaker every day, and his class-mates and fellow-workers in 
God's vineyard, along with myself, visited him, we always found that 
his will was fully resigned to the will of God. Our meetings were held 
in his room, and often, when there, he would break out in praise to God ; 
and on being asked by his leader, Brother Joseph Bowring, how he 
was getting on, he would give every satisfaction of his acceptance with 
God. And one Sunday evening last Christmas, when we held a fellowship 
meeting with him, how delightfully he praised God, and stated how 
much he should like to see his Bible class of boys all converted. The 
last time he was at the class-meeting he seemed greatly to feel the power 
and influence of the Spirit, and enjoyed the smile and approbation of God ; 
and on one occasion, when his aflliction was very heavy, being asked how 
he was, he said, " Oh, all right I all right ! Bless the Lord I A little bit 
longer, and then I shall have crossed the river, and be with my Jesus for 
ever and ever." And on the last day of his life his dear wife asked him 
if Jesus was precious to his soul, and he ^wered^ ** Oh, yes ! oh, yes." 
On the day of his death he felt most happy, and would desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is for better, and on the 29th July, 1872, his 
happy spirit took its flight to the Zion of eternal blessedness. 

The funeral sermon was preached by one of his most intimate friends, 
the Rev. George Ibbotson, of Staincross, when the following addres.s was 
read by myself, and presented to his wife, when not a single eye was 
found without a tear, all knowing that Brother Mieklethwaite had been 
what he seemed. 

(2b he continiied.) 



DOCTBIKAI, PREACHING. [^I^^t bTSry ^o^d"! 

In these days I fear that good, sound, trinal sermona. Always preach dec- 

old-fashioned, stout, doctrinal preach- trine with intense emotion. Heat 

ing is going out of vogue. I beg of your argument red hot, introduce all 

yon do not yield to this unhappy the lively and picturesque illustrations 

drift — no, not for an hour I Sound doc- you can into your doctrinal dis- 

trine is the backbone of truly sue- courses ; it will make them interest- 

cessfol preaching. The mightiest ing, andthe truth will become pictorial 

discourses that have shaken vast to the mind's eye and to the memory, 

assemblies, and sent sinners trembling This was our Saviour's method, 

to the cross of Christ, have been What a matchless discourse on the 

vitalised by some stupendous docirintf, doctrine of God's mercy to the sin- 

orrevealedteac^iingof Almighty God. ner is the parable of the Prodigal 

My brilliant neighbour Beecher has Son ! A good minister is nourished in 

unwisely said that " doctrine is only the words of faith and of good 

the skin of truth set up and stuffed ! " doctrine. — Eiv. Dr. Ouyler?^^ ^^ 
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WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION. 
The necessity for a great reyival of 
religious life in the Church is felt 
and admitted hj most if not all the 
branches of the Methodist family. 
As a Union, we join in this feeling, 
and our prayer is, " O Lord, revive 
Thy work in the midst of the years, 
in the midst of the years make known ; 
in wrath remember mercy." We 
would urge on all our churches the 
importance of earnest prayer and 
united effort for this end. Sinners 
are increasing in our towns and vil- 
lages. The devil will try to raise 
objections in our minds to hinder 
revival efforts. He does not like 
revivals. We cannot wonder at this. 
This should be one reason why we 
should pray, labour, and believe for 
a revival. Let us all ask God to 
revive us again, that His people may 
rejoice in Him. 

We are glad to be able to give the 
following reports of the work of God 
in many of our churches. We ask 
all the local secretaries to send us a 
correct report of revival work in all 
the churches in the Union. 

Middlesboro*. — " We are now hold- 
ing a number of revival services. 
We have Brother Croft with us. 
Good is being done, souls are being 
saved, and we expect a great in- 
gathering. May the Lord of Hosts 
be with us I " 

West Bromwioh. — ^The secretary 
writes: "I am circuit, school, and 
chujch secretary; and I can assure 
you that, with other things and these, 
I am sometimes that I hardly know 
what to do. But, praise the Lord ! 
I delight in it, after all, and whatever 
service I can render to God's cause, 
He is welcome to it. I have done all I 
could to induce to take the Christmas 
cards, but could not get them out,' 
only to one school. These things 
are not known with us. The maga- 
zine I ordered — ^many extra numbers 
in December — ^for the quarterly meet- 
ing, in hope of getting fresh sub- 
scribers. The missions I urge on the 
churches in the best way I know how. 
There is a want of interest in it in this 
droait. Many of our churches are 



poor, and are burdened with their own 
needs. As regards the hymn books, 
we have had over ten pounds' worth 
of chapel hymn books since April last, 
besides Sunday school books, and no 
doubt we shall have many more by 
next December." 

Bradford. Bierley Lane. — ^Brother 
Lowis writes : " We have a good work 
here ; some of the best meetings the 
friends say they ever remember. Fif- 
teen or sixteen have already professed 
to have found peace with God. The 
Church agreed that I should remain 
another week, till January 25th. 
The Lord make us of one heart and 
soul, and bless us with prosperity, 
for Christ's sake, is the prayer of my 
heart. I thank God I am well and 
happy, and I trust we may all live 
happy, die happy, and then meet in 
heaven." 

West Bromwioh, St. George's HdLh 
— " I am very glad to inform you that 
our church is going on very welL 
Our meetings are well attended, es- 
pecially on the Sabbath, and the 
presence of God is with us, blessing 
our souls. Our Sunday-school has 
largely increased, and we have at 
present a good school." 

Worcester. — " I will, as briefly as I 
can, give you our position and pros- 
pects. I have been closely observing 
for some time a much better atten- 
dance at the public means of grace, 
and I firmly believe a deeper work of 
grace is going on in the hearts of our 
people. Many who have been very 
irregular are now to be seen in their 
places, and desirous of again giving 
their hearts to God. We are but few 
in number, but we have blessed sea- 
sons of refreshing from the Lord. 
We have had several removals to 
other towns, and a number have been 
taken from us by death, to be for ever 
with the Lord. I am of opinion there 
is a moving for good amongst us. 
that the Lord may direct ns ari^t, 
that we may be instrumental in HiB 
hands, unworthy as we are, in bring- 
ing sinners to God ! Much good has 
been done since we opened we room 
for worship. Many have been sa- 
vingly converted, and are now orna- 
ments in the Church. One that was 
saved under the preaching of the 
Word of Life in our room, is now one 
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of onr nsefal preachers. Another 
brother, who twelve years back was 
one of the most abandoned characters 
in Worcester, became converted 
under the preaching in our room. 
He is now the owner of the block of 
buildings of eleven houses in which 
our preaching-room is situated, and 
is now a most consistent and liberal 
supporter of our cause. I have no 
doubt, if we are faithful and mighty 
in prayer, the Lord will again raise 
us up and bless us. May it be so for 
His name's sake ! We have excellent 
plain Gospel preaching. We have 
four preachers of our own, and seven 
from other churches that assist us. 
I will give you the ages of seven of 
our members now living, out of our 
church of twenty members: one at 
84, two at 82, one at 80, two at 67, 
and myself at 63. Has not the Lord 
been good to us in preserving us 
together ? Some of the old saints I 
have been acquainted with from a 
boy, in the Sabbath-school connected 
with the old body." 

Korwieh. — " We are increasing in 
our congregation here, and on Sun- 
day, January 19th, we had a good 
day : one backslider restored, and one 
of our Sunday-school scholars con- 
verted to the Lord. This was the 
third daughter of the same family 
that has found the Lord in connec- 
tion with our Sabbath-school, and 
now there is father, mother, and three 
children, all in the way to heaven, 
and all brought to God in connection 
with our Mission at Norwich." 

Bradford and Wibsey District. — 
"We had a very good district meet- 
ing on January 14th ; .the attendance 
quite an average ; spirit amiable and 
sacred. We have increases in num- 
bers; members on trial; teachers 
and scholars. Bethesda church ap- 
pears to be doing well, but the circuit, 
as a whole, not so well. Middlesbro* 
doing well ; increase, four members ; 
also in teachers, three increase, and 
scholars, forty-one . Wibsey increases, 
members, one; on trial, eighteen; 
teachers, fourteen ; scholars, twenty." 
Liskeard Circuit — ^A brother writes : 
" In. spiritual things, though we are 
far from being as prosperous as we 
could hke to be, yet I think things 
are much better than they have been. 



We have had more of the refreshing 
presence of God in the past year than 
for some time back. Li our little 
church the class and prayer-meetings 
are better attended. We are glad 
the Lord has sent us our present 
minister; the Lord is making him 
useful in the salvation of souls. At 
Bethany church, nineteen have been 
added to their number in the last few 
weeks. One notorious drunkard has 
been converted. They have had 
special prayer-meetings, and have had 
fifty present at one meeting, notwith- 
standing the stormy weather and the 
distance of many of the people from 
the chapel." J- L. 



CIROUIT PREACHERS AND 
CIRCUITS. 
Many of our circuits and circuit 
preachers have found much difficulty 
arising from the want of an uniform 
manner of effecting engagements 
and changes of preachers, also the 
preachers in changing their circuits. 
Last year one of our circuits ceased 
to engage a preacher, and two more 
effected an exchange, — Liskeard and 
Cawston. These were the only 
changes made in our list of minis- 
ters and circuits, except Barnsley, 
which had made an engagement 
with Mr. J. Long, and Grantham, 
which engaged Mr. A. Holland, one 
of the missionaries. It may be 
needful to remind both preachers 
and circuits that the last delegate 
meeting suggested, " That for mutual 
convenience, it is advisable that (in 
the matter of ministers' appointments) 
six months' notice shall terminate 
such engagements, such notice to be 
given at the March, or Lady-day 
quarter." 

Many of our preachers and circuits 
may be wishfcd for a change; but 
because either no preacher appears 
without a circuit, or because no other 
circuit applies for their preacher, 
these changes are not effected, and 
the circuits and preachers go on for 
another year, hoping that an oppor- 
tunity will come for a change next 
year. This often destroys that true 
feeling of co-operation between 
preachers and circuits which is need- 
ful for great prosperity. May we 
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now suggest that there be greater 
freedom in the circuits corresponding 
with the preachers on the Union list. 
A preacher can say no, if he does 
not want to change, just as well as a 
Congregational minister can decline 
a call or invitation from another 
church than that over which he is 
minister. Our churches and circuits 
should, first of all, try the ministers 
on the list in the Union. A stamped 
envelope will secure a reply from any 
of our preachers on such a matter. 
No circuit should be offended at 
another because they have inquired 
if the preacher then kibouring in the 
circuit desires a change ; nor ought a 
circuit to be disturbed because their 
preacher kindly entertains such an 
inquiry, or yet the preacher, on the 
other hand. The only point is for 
the circuits to respect the preachers 
first of all whose labours are con- 
nected with the Union. Then one 
change will give room for another, 
unless any one circuit gives up an 
engaged preacher, and no other cir- 
cuit, not having had a preacher, com- 
mences to engage one, as in the case 
last year. Then a brother must seek 
other employment, which is not al- 
ways to be obtained for one who, it 
may be, for years has been engaged 
as a minister in a circuit. It is there- 
fore important that our churches and 
circuits, though independent of any 
stationing committee in a conference, 
should have consideration for those 
who have left their business to be the 
servants of the churches for Jesus' 
sake. We hope that these matters, 
so connected with the stability of the 
Union, will receive the careful consi- 
deration of both circuit meetings and 
the preachers. 

A Lover of the Union. 



WESLEYAN BBFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE. 
The half-yearly meeting of the above 
Committee was held in the Salem 
Chapel, Bamsley, on Monday, Febru- 
ary 10th, 1873, at ten a.m. 

On Lord's Day, February 9th, the 
brethren, members of the committee, 
preached in most of the chapels in 
the Bamsley Circuit and neighbour- 
hood, 



Salem Ghapel, Barnsl&y, at lO.SO, 
Brother E. Benson, q£ Birmingham. 

Staineross. — ^Afternoon and even- 
ing, Brother E. Barley, of Wibsey. 

Hoyle iUfiW.— Brother J. W. Taft 
was appointed, but on account of 
family idOUction he was not present, 
and Brother Butcher, of Bamsley, 
preached in the afternoon, and Bro- 
ther Benson, of Birmingham, in the 
evening. 

Worsbro* Dale. — Afternoon and 
evening. Brother S. Hereman, of 
Baslow. 

Hunningley Zian^.— Afternoon and 
evening. Brother J. Lord, of Lon- 
don. 

PilUy. — Afternoon and evening, 
Brother R. Nicholls, of Middlesbro' 

Eotherham. — ^Morning and evening. 
Brother M. Nash, of Twyford. 

Doncaster. — Morning and evening, 
Brother W. Nott, of London. 

Wombwell. — Afternoon and even- 
ing. Brother J. Parker, of Welling- 
boro'. 

Primitive Methodist Ohapel, Barns- 
ley, — Morning and evening, Brother 
A. Holland, of Grantham. 

All these services were attended 
with much of the Divine blessing, 
and in some of the places there was 
the cry for mercy, and the sinner 
found peace with God. 

The brethren met in the vestry of 
the chapel for business on Monday 
morning, at ten o'clock. Brother 3. 
Hereman opened the meeting by 
reading out, and the brethren singing 
the 702nd hymn, and Brother B. 
Nicholls engaged in prayer. 

The following brethren were pre- 
sent in the meeting : E. Benson, S. 
Hereman, W. Nott, J. Parker, J. 
Packett, E. Barley, J. Neal, K. 
Nicholls, W. Wilkinson, M. Nash, R 
Porter, J. W. Taft, E. Courtnall, A 
Holland, and J. Lord. 

Brother J. Neal was elected chair- 
man for the sitting. 

It was resolved to adjourn for din- 
ner at one o'clock, and to meet again 
at two o'clock. 

Resolved. That in case the local 
committee have not provided for a 
person to take the chair for the public 
meeting this evening, that Brother 
J. Neal be the chairman. 
^ A few remarks were made as to the 
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public services yesterday (the Sab- 
bath). 

The secretary read the minutes of 
committee meeting, held on January 
10th, 1873, which were confbrmed; 
after which the minutes of committee 
meetings held since the delegate 
meeting were read. 

A few questions were asked, and 
answers given to the questions. 

Correspondence was read. 

Brothers Thos. Chamberlain, T. 
H, Bichard, and P. Parker replied 
to the agenda for this month's meet- 
ing. 

On the subject of prizes, given to 
the children for collecting, by Christ- 
mas cards, for our Missions, 

Resolved. That Brother T. H. 
Richard, W. Nott, and M. Nash, with 
the book steward, be a committee to 
select the prizes for the collectors by 
Christmas cards, and to keep a recozd 
thereof from year to year. 

The meeting acyoumed for dinner. 



AFTEBNOON MEETING. 

Brother J. Neal in the chair. The 
brethren sung the 639th hymn, and 
Brother E. Barley engaged in prayer. 

The missionaries' reports were read. 

Resolved. That the following sums 
be paid from the Mission fund : 

J. Bale (printing) .£210 
Missionaries' salaries, 

&c 82 15 10 



£24: 16 10 



Amplication from St. Just for a 
missionary to be appointed for them, 
about next July, for three or six 
months. It was 

Resolved. That the application 
from St. Just be considered at the 
next delegate meeting. 

Resolved. That Brother Lowis be 
appointed to the Mexbro' Church, 
if approved by the Sheffield district, 
when he leaves Elsecar. 

Resolved. That Brother Croft be 
appointed to the Bradford and Wibsey 
district for three months, commencing 
on the 1st of April, after the present 
appointment. 

Resolved. That Brother E. Benson, 
of Birmingham, Bro. J. Parker, of 
Wellingboro*, and Brother M. Nash, 



of Twyford, be appointed to visit the 
Deddington circuit, to preach and 
hold meetings for the Mission cause, 
as the best arrangement that can be 
made under present circumstances. 

Note. Each of the above brethren 
will preach on the Sabbath and ad- 
dress meetings the first three week- 
day evenings in the week of their 
separate visits. 

A long conversation was had in 
reference to the resolution suggested 
by the last Sheffield district meeting, 
and passed by the general committee 
meeting, held November 8th, 1872. 

Resolved. That the resolution 
passed in committee meeting, Novem- 
ber 8th, 1872, as suggested by the 
Sheffield district, be rescinded. 

There were eleven votes for, and 
three against. 

The following resolution is there- 
fore rescinded : 

That the district meeting is of 
opinion that, as the Union was divided 
into districts for missionary purposes, 
and missionaries appointed thereto 
by the general committee, such com- 
mittee ought not to appoint any mis- 
sionary to any church in the district 
without the consent, or at the request, 
of the district meeting. 

Resolved. That Nos. 1 and 2 of 
resolutions suggested by the Bradford 
and Wibsey district be referred to the 
next delegate meeting. They are as 
follows : — 

Resolutions. 1. That considering the 
principles of liberty and equality on 
which the Reform Union is based as 
it respects its churches, and also its 
agents employed as missionaries, and 
on reviewing the working of its Mis- 
sions, this meeting is of opinion that 
it would advance the cau^e of Chris- 
tianity throughout the Union to place 
the entire management into the hands 
of the general committee, te whom 
aU applications for missionaries should 
be made. 

2. That palpable inconvenience 
and misunderstanding having already 
occurred between the general com- 
mittee and the district committees in 
relation to the application of various 
churches for certain men; we deem 
this to be the result of the lengthy 
appointments of tiie men to districts, 
and recommend no appointment in 
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fdttire shall be made to exceed three 
months. 

Eesolved. That the following sums 
be paid as trade bills : — 



Price . 
Nelson 
Clowes 
Cowan 
Grane 


£10 7 
. 4 6 
. 19 5 
. 9 4 
. 12 13 


3 
3 


9 




£66 16 


3 



The book-room business next en- 
gaged the attention of the committee, 
and while all were glad to notice the 
increase of sale in the hymn-books, 
it was felt that much more ought to 
be done in reference to the increased 
sale of the magazine and hymn-books. 
It is therefore urged on the attention 
of our churches to assist in increasing 
the sale of all our publications. 

The chapel fund is in an improving 
state. The following subscriptions 
have been received since the last 
month's meeting : — 

Mr. J. Neal, Sheffield jBS 

Mr. J. Cole, Wibsey 

Circuit . . .200 

Mr. E. Courtnall, Shef- 
field . . .10 

Mr. J. W. Taffc, Bake- 
well . . . 10 

£8 10 

Any other subscriptions will be 
acknowledged in this way, and can 
be sent to the general secretary, St. 
John's Wood, London, N.W. 

The spiritual state of the circuits 
was next considered. Birmingham 
and Great Yarmouth were named as 
needing special efforts on their behalf 
at present. It was 

Resolved. That Brother J. Parker 
and Brother M. Nash be a deputation 
to visit the Hope-Street Church, Bir- 
mingham. 

Resolved. That the general secre- 
tary visit the Great Yarmouth Church 
as early as possible. 

Resolved. That the next delegate 
meeting be held on the 19th of August 
and following days ; that on Sabbath, 
the 17th, preaching be conducted by 
the delegates. The committee to 
meet on the 18th. 



Brother Neal concluded the meet- 
ing with prayer. 

At the close of the committee meet- 
ing, a public tea was provided by Ihe 
friends in Salem Chapel school-room. 
About 140 sat down. At seven o'clock, 
a public meeting was held in tiie 
chapel. The Rev. J. Long opened 
the meeting with hymn and prayer. 
Mr. J. Neal, of Sheffield, was the 
chairman. The following brethren 
addressed the meeting : W. Nott, R. 
Nicholls, J. W. Taft, A. Holland, E. 
Barley, R. Lowis, S. Hereman, E. 
Benson, and J. Lord. 

A vote of thanks was given to the 
friends for entertaining the Com- 
mittee, and to the trustees for the use 
of the chapel, &c. 

Brother Butcher proposed, and 
Brother J. Neatby seconded, a vote of 
thanks to Brother Neal for his service 
as chairman of the meeting, and ex- 
pressed the great pleasure they felt 
in having the committee meeting in 
Barnsley. 

Collections were made at the close 
of most of the Sabbath services, and 
at the public meeting, on behalf of 
the Mission fund. J. L. 

KENTISH TOWN, LONDON OIRCTJIT. 
The quarterly sermons were preached 
in this chapel on Sabbath, January 
12th, by Brother Marsden, late of 
Sheffield. The services were well 
attended ; in the evening the place 
was nearly full. 

On the Monday following, the 
Mends held their public tea-meeting. 
Sixty-six sat down to tea ; this was 
full as many as were expected. At 
the meeting afterwards, Brother 
Marsden took the chair. He gave us 
a little of the history of this church, 
and expressed his thanks to God for 
the good that had been done by their 
effi)rts under the blessing of God. 
He was sorry that, in reference to 
the state of the circuit as a whole, he 
could not speak much of its present 
prosperity, but hoped a better day 
was coming. He urged greater efforts, 
and the importance of united prayer, 
and plain, earnest preaching of the 
Gospel. 

Mr. Stephens, of Providence Hall, 
Paddington, next addressed the meet- 
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ing. He spoke of the power and 
wmingness of Jestis Christ to save 
sinners, and exhorted all anconverted 
persons to give themselves at once to 
Chnst, assuring them of the blessings 
of salvation; This he did in a very 
earnest and lively manner. 

Miss Harris then gave her expe- 
rience of the power of God in her 
salvation, and His mercy and good- 
ness to her during seven years of very 
severe affliction. How, in answer to 
prayer, she was wonderfully restored, 
and that in a very short time, con- 
trary to the expectation of her many 
Mends. She therefore urged on aU 
to live a life of godliness. The rest 
of the evening was spent in a prayer- 
meeting. Many were spoken to about 
their souls, and the importance of 
giving up all for Gk>d. This was in- 
deed a happy meeting, and the friends 
in this little church were much en- 
couraged to pray more earnestly for 
still more happy and prosperous days. 

WESLEYAN EEFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, GBIMESTHOBPE. 

When the typical Christian of the 
" Pilgrim's Progress " came to a place 
somewhat ascending, whereon stood 
a cross, and at the bottom a sepul- 
chre; and when his burden loosed 
from off his back, and began to tum- 
ble, and so continued to do till it 
came to the mouth of the sepulchre, 
where it fell in ; then was Christian 
glad and lightsome, and said, with a 
merrv heart, '*He hath given me 
rest by His sorrow, and life by His 
death.^' 

With feelings of precisely the same 
character, our Society, the other day, 
on hearing the treasurer state that 
the sum of forty pounds, the last 
instalment of the chapel debt, had 
been paid, exclaimed, ** Thank the 
Lord! Thank the Lord ! And surely 
we may add, without being accused 
of irreverence, — ^for it is truth, and 
truth is alwavs reverent, — that we 
sincerely thank the ladies for their 
exertions, because by their labours 
and perseverance the debt is cleared 
off—the debt is cleared off! " 

Having paid off our debt, we can 
now concentrate our forces at the 



main point. If the time previously 
spent in begging, and in sewing, Ac., 
be now spent in visiting the village, 
or in meditation and prayer, surely 
the cause of the Master will advance 
faster and more successfully. 

It may be these lines will lead 
some to wish their chapel was also 
free. They may wish to know the secret 
of our success. It can easily be told : 
it is simply, work, work, work ! Oh, 
Mr. Editor, Naamanism abounds in 
our churches ! So many of us want 
to be doing some great thing ! Chapel 
debts, and most other incumbrances 
in our world, can only be removed 
** little by little." 

" Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand. 
Make the mighty ocean 
And the beanteons land." G.B. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVEBSABY. 

POLB ATHWIQg, LISKEABD OIB- 

CUTT. 
The above anniversary was held on 
Sunday, December 22nd, 1872, when 
two sermons were preached by Mr. J. 
Dunstan (Wesleyan), of Liskeard, to 
large and attentive congregations. 

On the following Wednesday 
(Christmas Day), the children and 
friends met together at the chapel, 
when, at three o'clock p.m., Mr. 
Sibcy, the circuit minister, preached 
an appropriate and effective sermon. 
This over, the children repaired to 
the school-room, where, having sung 
grace, they sat dotm to a substantiid 
tea. At five o'clock, a public tea 
took place, when about two hundred 
sat down. After tea, Mr. Coad 
(Wesleyan), was called to the chair, 
and addresses were delivered by Mr. 
Sibcy, Mr. Tucker, and Mr. Hancock. 
The room was filled to overflowing, 
and the singing of several select an- 
thems and appropriate hymns ren- 
dered the meeting altogether a most 
successful and enthusiastic one. 

WYCOMBE MABSH. 
Thb first anniversary of the Sabbath- 
school in the above place was held 
on Lord's day, February 2nd. The 
services were very ably conducted by 
Messrs. Childs and Lapham, of Wy- 
combe. The recitations and singing 
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by the children were all that could 
be desired, and gave great satisfac- 
tion. The chapel was well filled on 
each occasion, although the incle- 
mency of the weather prevented many 
from being present. On the following 
Monday a public tea was held, to 
which about eighty sat down. In the 
evening the service was presided over 
by the Rev. J. Butler, whose lively 
remarks were very interesting. After 
singing, and several pieces recited, 
the report was read. Then followed 
the distribution of prizes, after which 
several more pieces were given. The 
chapel, being beautifully decorated 
with the foliage of the season, bore a 
very lively aspect. The collections 
were good on each occasion; the 
chapel was crowded, and thus passed 
off, as many acknowledged, one of 
the best entertainments they had ever 
had. 

LISKEABD CIRCUIT. 
Thb missionary services were com- 
menced in this circuit on Sunday, 
January 26th, when two sermons 
were preached by Mr. E. Benson 
(deputation, who arrived the evening 
before), in the chapel at Goombe. The 
congregations were tolerably large, 
though, had the weather been more 
favourable, they would unquestionably 
have been larger. 

On the Monday evening following, 
a public meeting was convened at 
Common Moor, at seven o'clock, and 
addresses were delivered by Brother 
Honey (chairman), who inveighed 
very strongly against those people 
who had a lot of money to spend in 
tobacco and drink, — things that were 
of no use to them, — and had none 
whatever to give for the support of 
the missionary cause. Brother Sibcy 
followed, who expressed his unquali- 
fied belief in the home idea of the 
missionary question ; and by the de- 
putation, who explained the principles 
of our Missions, and urged the people 
to systematic and liberal giving, 
stating that, if the Lord did not give 
them 8s. 4d. for every penny they 
gave him, he would have his hand 
chopped off. 



On Tuesday, January 28th, at half- 
past three, p.m., a third sermon 
was preached by the deputation 
in the Goombe Chapel. A public 
missionary tea, which was the first 
of the land ever provided here, 
followed at five o'clock, when about 
eighty sat down thereto. At seven 
o'clock, a public meeting was held; 
Brother P. Abraham, of Liskeard, in 
the chair, who, having made his 
speech, called on the secretary to 
read the report, and then on Mr. 
Bailey (Primitive Methodist minister), 
Brother E. Sibcy, and the deputation, 
successively, to address the people. 
Of this meeting I can gather bat one 
opinion, viz., that* it was in every 
way the best that has been held for 
many a year. 

Public meetings were held on 
January 20th, 30&, and 31st, at Oon- 
non, St. Keyne, and Pengover Green 
respectively, and were spoken to by 
the deputation, Brother Sibcy, and 
other fnends. 

This finished the labours of Mr. 
Benson in the western division of the 
circuit; he then proceeded to the 
eastern division, smd on Sunday, 
February 2nd, he preached in the 
morning at Bethany, and in the 
evening at Polbathwick. On Febru- 
ary 4th, 6th, and 6th, meetings were 
attended to at Tideford and tae two 
places aforesaid, by the deputation 
and Brothers E. Sibcy, T. JElenton, 
and W. Clarke. Thus have tezmi- 
nated the benevolent, self-denying, 
and zealous labours of that mission- 
pleader and servant of the Lord, Mr. 
Benson, in this circuit ; and it is only 
fair and true to avow that the coming 
of that gentleman amongst us has 
rendered very valuable service to the 
Mission cause, as is demonstrated by 
the increase in the moneys sent on to 
the Mission fund (which, no doubt, 
wpuld have been greater than it is, 
had the weather been better), and the 
appeal for thirty more missionary 
boxes. The Committee, we think, 
may consider it as proven that the 
sending of deputations to circuits to 
plead die Mission cause is a paying 
business, and may rest assured that 
we shall not object to seeing Mr. 
Benson again. B. Hancock, 

Secretary. 
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TRUTH. 
The old proyerb that '< truth lies at the bottom of a well,^' is a trite illns- 
tration of the difi&culties which attend its discoTeiy and elucidation ; for 
since man snatched with presumptuous hand at the fruit of the tree, a 
dim mist of error has obscured the uniyerse, and through it he has had 
to grope and stumble for desired good, and the penalty of the mortality 
which he then put on has mocked his last moments, and as the cry 
" Eureka " has burst from his wondering soul, the cold hand of the 
summoning angel has fallen softly, but firmly, upon his lips, and his 
soul has gone forth with its unuttered secret. 

Truth is rather obscured by error, than purposely hid, and occupies a 
natural position rendering its possession unattainable, except by the 
persevering exercise of effort. But earnest research always obtains a 
reasonable reward ; for though the idea of truth which incites to action 
may not be realised to the desired extent, and when realised, or partly 
realised, may not be rewarded with honours and emoluments, yet it brings 
a certain return in the acquisition of knowledge, the increased activity of 
the perceptive faculties of the mind, and a general enlarging of the 
whole mental force of the man. And where an earnest and persevering 
study of the truth animates the individual, a corresponding truthfulness 
of life will in most cases result ; for while all due respect must be paid to 
the fact that the life is the evidence of the creed. It cannot be denied 
that there exists a species of moral insanity which prompts men to indulge 
in a course of living utterly inconsistent with their own perception of 
truth, but in which they are encouraged by. the tolerance of a tainted 
society,, which puts up its life-creed of expediency, while the great 
eternal creed of truth appeals to their souls in vain. 

In the pursuit of truth, much depends upon the spirit in which the 
investigation commences ; for if the incentive is but earthly wealth and 
laurels, truth is but the means to the end ; and if the end can be 
attained by the sacrifice of truth, why then truth falls, and error triumphs. 
But where love, the love of God and man, is the actuating principle, bold, 
energetic, and strong ib the strife ! Then adieu to England's old paternal 
homesteads and broad green fields I welcome the oaken ribs of the '* May- 
flower," the broad swell of the wild Atlantic. Adieu to the dear scenes 
of old joys and never-to-be-consummated hopes ! Adieu to the wine- 
loving pedant king, his narrow-minded councillors, and his corrupt 
clergy I Welcome the new, untried land of refuge, of danger, toil, and 
death ! but, also, of glorious liberty. 

If we look upon the evidence of truth as merely consisting in the 
outward manifestation of belief which its devotees exhibit, we then find 
unnumbered difficulties to contend with, particularly of fanatical jzeal^ and 
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devotion in those who uphold error as truth, and in the inconsistency of 
those who know the truth, but follow it not fully out. Thus the prophets 
of Baal cried out with intense, and doubtless expectant earnestness, to 
their god to answer by fire, and they cut their flesh in the exuberance of 
their zeal; yet Baal was a false God, and they were false prophets. 
Samson lived a life utterly inconsistent with his position as a judge of 
Israel, yet his last prayer was one of no common faith, and his last act 
was one in which he desired to avenge not his own fate only, but also 
the Qod whom his enemies mocked. 

Truth of itself, being always consistent with the Divine revelation, is 
best tested thereby ; and even this is no easy matter, requiring prayerful 
thought and study ; and surely, if the sceptic studies the Bible in con- 
junction with science merely to refute its great truths, it is a duty of 
the Christian to study it that he may defend and elucidate its teaching. 
Of all men who should be listened to with serious attention, those have 
the widest claims, who, while manifesting by their works a love- alike to 
God and man, yet place upon Scripture interpretations a breadth and 
latitude which have not been commonly accepted. 

As an example of the self-existing power of truth, Christianity stands 
pre-eminent. Error has died away under persecution, has lived through 
its fiercest rage, but gradually declined and become but a name, or if living, 
but a monument of shame and iniquity. But Christianity, suffering from 
foes without and within, as nothing else ever yet did, opposed to all the 
maxims and false enjoyments of the world, contemptible in the eyes of 
the unregenerate, has sapped the foundations of the mightiest errors of 
time, and reigns in the very strongholds of its most presumptuous per- 
secutors. 

It wa& a noble truth which could enable old Latimer to look forward 
with exultant faith to the diffusion of God's glory in the earth by his 
cruel death, when he exclaimed, '< Be of good comfort. Master Ridley, and 
play the man. We shall this day, by God's grace, light in England 
such a candle as I trust shall never be put out." 

E. Lamplouoh. 



LESSON XIX..-THE PREACHING OF CHRIST IN NAZARETH. 

Luke iv. 14-30. 
The circumstance of Christ preaching in Nazareth is not recorded by any 
other of the evangelists. An evangelist is one ih&t publishes glad tidings, 
Luke is often called the third evangelist. The name Luke signifies 
luminous. He was a native of Antioch, in Syria. He was by profession 
« '^^vsician. He was a companion and kinsman of Paul. He wrote, 
Ms Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles. Thesis^ j^pi^J^I^J^cated 
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to Theophilns. Luke, in his gospel, gives a classification of facts and 
events, bat does not pay particular attention to the order of time in which 
these facts and eyents occurred. Luke is also called in one of the epistles 
Lucas. This is to be found in Philemon, yer. 24:. He died in peace, at 
the age of eighty years. 

Yer. 14.— Luke here commences his account of the preaching of Jesus 
in Nazareth. The word Jesus means Saviour, He was the Son of Gbd 
in His Divine nature. He is also called the Saviour of the world. Christ, 
after His temptation, returned from the wilderness. A wilderness is a 
dreary and rocky region. This wilderness is supposed to be on the 
western side of the river Jordan. It was in the power of the Spirit Jesus 
returned. The Spirit is the third Person of the adorable Trinity. Jesus 
was abundantly strengthened after His conflict with Satan in the tempta- 
tion. Christ had vanquished the evil spirit by defending Himself 
against the assaults of the devil. Now Christ begins to act offensively, 
and to make attacks upon Satan and his kingdom, by His preaching and 
miracles. He therefore comes forth as a victorious champion, under the 
powerful anointing of the Holy Ghost. " He who, through the grace of 
God, resists and overcomes temptation, is always bettered by it." (Dr. 
Clarke.) The province to which Jesus returned was Galilee. Galilee 
was a province of Palestine, its length about seventy- five miles, its breadth 
fifty-five miles. The fame of Jesus went abroad. The word " fame '* 
means a report. This extended far and wide, '< through all the regions 
round about." 

Ver. 1.5th. — Jesus taught in their synagogues. A synagogue is a place 
in which no animal sacrifices were offered, but only used for the public 
reading of the Word of God, and for Divine worship. It is said, " that 
the origin of synagogues was only a few ages before the coming of Christ.'* 
At any rate, synagogues do not appear to have been used before the 
Babylonish captivity. There were, at the time of our Lord, four hundred 
and eighty synagogues in and around Jerusalem, and it is remarked that 
wherever there were ten families of the Jews there was a synagogue. 
In His teaching Christ was '* glorified of all ;" that is. He was admired 
and praised of all tin people. None as yet vilified Him. " Let us take 
heed how we hear the wn-ds of the Gospel, aud receive it by faith, that • 
we may profit thereby." (Heb. iv. 2.) 

Ver. 16th.^-Jesus now came to Nazareth. Nazareth was a city of 
lower Galilee. It formed a part of the lot of the tribe of Zebulon and 
was about seven miles west from Mount Tabor, fifteen miles east of 
Mount Cfarmel, and sixty-five miles north from Jerusalem. Jesus was 
brought up in this city. It was His custom to attend public worship in 
the synagogue on the Sabbath. The Rev. Thomas Stackhouse remarks,. 
" That the synagogue-worship was, at this tiijae, loaded with rites and 
ceremonies of human invention, that the priests were very defective in 
the discharge of their functions, and the manners o^4e(?iS^^^j;i^^here 
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were very much corrupted ; and yet our Saviour and His disciples went 
constantly every Sabbath day to one or other of the synagogues." Jesus 
might be considered a member of this synagogue at Nazareth. It was 
His own place of worship. ** Every synagogue had a reader, to whom 
was allowed an annual stipend, or salary, yet when any grave and learned 
person came in (especially if he was a stranger), it was customary to make 
him, as a compliment, an offer of reading the portion of Scripture 
appointed for the day." Jesus, having been thus invited, " stood up for 
to read." If Jesus thus attended on worship on the Sabbath, ought we 
ever wilfully to neglect it ? Can we, without sin, take pleasure excursions 
on the Sabbath in the summer season to the neglect of the public worship 
of God ? Is it not plain that we ought to discountenance, to the utter- 
most of our power, every neglect of the worship of God ? Is it not plain, 
from the example of Jesus, that we ought to attend with honest, earnest 
regularity a place of worship, whenever we are able , and to do all in our 
power to maintain such worship in its proper order ? Can we not improve 
in this matter ? 

Ver. 17. — The minister or reader of the synagogue delivered unto 
Jesus the book of the prophet Esaias. A prophet is one that foretells 
. future events. The yroid Esaias in the New Testament is the same as 
Isaiah in the Old Testament. Isaiah was the son of Amoz. (Isaiah i. 1.) 
He is the first of the four greater prophets. The names of these four in 
order are, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. Isaiah was a married 
man. (Isa. viii. 3.) He had two sons. The first was Shear-jashub (Isa. 
vii. 3), and the second was called Mahar-shalal-hash-baz. (Isa. viii. 3.) 
This prophet is called, by way of distinction from the other prophets, the 
" evangelical prophet." This distinction is given to him on account of 
the great number of predictions concerning the birth, life, death, and final 
triumph of Christ. The character and style of Isaiah's writings are poetical, 
his sentiments elevated and majestic, his imagery is beautifully dignified 
and diversified, his language is plain, eloquent, and energetic. He was a 
prophet for about sixty years. He was sawn asunder for being a servant 
of the living God. This took place in the first fe&T of Mahasseh's reign, 
about six hundred and ninety-eight years before the birth of Christ. 
Jesus now opened the Book. These books were formerly written on 
parchment or skins. They were arranged by the parchment or skins 
being rolled on two rollers, beginning at each end. To open, therefore, 
properly means to unroll, so that while reading they rolled off from one 
roller to the other. This was done till the person reading found the place 
he wanted to read. The passage found was Isaiah Ixi. 1-2. Mr. Wesley 
observes, " It seems opening upon it, by the particular providence of God." 
We never hear of Christ reading in any other synagogue but this at 
Nazareth, and here only this once. Bead the passage in Isa. Ixi. 1-2. 

J. LOBD. 
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MEMOIR OF CHARLES MICKLETHWAITE. 

(Ctmcluded.) 
Wh are glad that we can bear our humble testimony to our friend's bright 
and dieering character. We spent nine days with him in July ; but they 
were nine days we shall not soon forget. He knew that he was on the 
yerge of the grave, but he knew also that he was a citizen of heayen. 
He said, when speaking to his friend, " I am a great sinner, but my Jesus, 
is a greater Sayiour. I am still in the old ship, and if there is not an 
alteration soon in the old tabernacle, I shall soon be ' where the ship's 
company meet.' " His faith was indeed very remarkable. He did not 
say, '^ I hope I am saved ! I hope I am pardoned ! I hope I shall 
go to heaven I" No ; he sang heartily, on the 18th July, 

" My God, I am thine ; What a comfort divine, 
What a blessing to know That my Jesus is mine." 

He sat at the fire-side, and said, " I am very happy I" and we helped 
him to sing the whole of that hymn, 

" Now I have found the ground wherein," &o. 

Oh, what a faith was this ! It was eyesight to his soul ; it gave him 
confidence when he prayed ; life to his soul, and victory over the world. 
On July 17th he was coming from Barnsley, accompanied by Charles 
Lindsey. He could scarcely walk twenty yards without resting. He 
said, " Charles, would thah be frightened if I died here V* Charles said, 
" I should." " But thah needn't be, for I should go straight home to 
glory," The night after I asked him if he was afraid to die. He 
answered, ** No. Thank God I am all right on that score. I have the 
witness within that I am accepted. Hallelujah !'* His faith was of the 
strongest kind. 

As a man of prayer and private devotion, he was known to attend well 
to his duties. He would always read the Bible and pray morning and 
evening. He would often spend twenty or thirty minutes in private with 
his Saviour, and would also utter many prayers as he sat in his chair, and 
walked by the wayside. Then, too, how remarkable was his love for 
Jesus. He loved to think about Him, to read about Him, to sing about 
Him, and he was always ready to talk about his Master Jesus. Oh, yes ; 
he sang sweetly one night that sweet hymn beginning, 

" My Jesus I love thee, I know thou art mine," &c. 
He knew that looking to Jesus was the way to become like Him, that 
union with Him was the way to become strong. Christ was his Prophet to 
instruct him, his Priest to atone for him, his King to govern him. He 
said the second and fourth verses of the 879th hymn in Wesley's hymn 
book belonged entirely to him and his Saviour, * ^ ^.^.^^^ ^^ V^OOQie 
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** Come, O thou uniyeraal good. 
Balm of the wounded oonscience, come ; 
The hungry, dying spirit's food ; 
The weary wandering pilgrim's home ; 
Haven to take the shipwrecked in, 
My everlasting rest from sin,** &c. &c. 

He was a man of great cheerfulness. He had Lis trials, but was 
cheerful. God's brightest children are trained in the school of suflFering. 
He looked as if he believed all he professed, and felt all he believed. He 
really looked as if he knew that his name was written in the Lamb's book 
of life. There are some Christij^ns whom it does one good to hear, but he 
was one of those whom it does one good to see. When walking together 
one night, I asked him what made him so cheerful. After a moment's 
pause, he replied as follows : ** I try to walk in the light, as He is in the 
light, and have fellowship with His people, and the blood — yes — the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God*s Son, cleanses me — jes, cleanses me from all 
sin. Glory ! glory ! glory !" He was also very submissive, and although 
he wanted to get better of his illness, and often expressed a wish to that 
effect, yet he wished the Lord's will to be done, often saying, " If it's the 
Lord's will, I'm quite ready." He now beholds his Lord face to face, and 
is shining in his Saviour's likeness. May we all so live, work, watch, and 
pray, that when we close our earthly career, people may have to say, 
<< Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that maa 
is peace." W. P. 



Ilanatifaje. 

BAKEWELL AND THE DELEGATE MEETING. 
It will be in the remembrance of many of your readers that, at the last 
Delegate Meeting, it was resolved, at the earnest request of the Bakewell 
friends, '^ That the next Delegate Meeting be held in Bakewell;" and at 
the half-yearly meeting of the General Committee, held in Bamsley on 
February 1 1, the time for the Delegate Meeting was fixed for Tuesday, 
August 19, and following days. On Sunday, the 17th, the pulpits of the 
circuit and neighbourhood to be supplied by the brethren, and the com- 
mittee to meet on Monday, the 18th. This was by the desire of the 
Bakewell friends. 

As the town of Bakewell is in the midst of one of the most deligbtfal 
parts of England, a few notes on Bakewell and its surroundings maj not 
be out of place in our magazine before the Delegate Meeting. 

The town is pleasantly situated in the Peak of Derbyshire and on the 
banks of the river Wye, from which it appears gradually to rise, in » 
westerly direction, to the brow of the hill above. Bakewell, as a town, is 
^f great antiquity. Its name occurs very early in ^^^Q^^F^fM^^ ^^ 
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county. It 18 called, Bade-can-Willen, -or the " Bathiag^ Well." In 
the Doomsday Sarvey it is called ** Badequelle" or " Banquelle/' which 
have now degenerated into " Bakewell." Another writer says : " The 
town derived its name from the baths, which still exist, and has its origin 
from the Saxon words, Baddecanwell and Baddecanwyllen. The former 
is derived from the Saxon term applied to the baths, and the latter means 
" bathing well,*' now called " Bakewell." 

This is the principal market town in the High Peak, and from the 
beauty of its situation, and its central position to all the objects of interest 
in the Peak of Derbyshire, it is visited by numerous parties during the 
summer months. Many of the wealthy, as well as large numbers of 
the working classes, from Lancashire and Yorkshire, visit Bakewell as a 
delightful excursion in the season. It was known to the Romans. It 
is said that they liad baths here, and that they occupied the loftiest posi- 
tions of the Peak, and worked the mines throughout the whole district. In 
the times of Edward the Elder it appears to have been a military post. 
He built a castle near it, some of the remains of which may be traced at 
the present time in the names of some of the adjoining fields, such as 
Warden Close, Castle Hill, &c. In the year 1502, the manor of Bakewell 
was purchased by Sir Henry Vernon. His Grace the Duke of Rutland is 
the present Lord of the Manor. He is a lineal descendant through the 
female line of the Yernons. 

A bathing house was erected over the spring in 1697. These baths 
have, within the last few years, been very much improved. In addition 
to the large swimming bath, two commodious new baths have, been con- 
structed, in which the water may be used artificially heated to any tem- 
perature. The bathing establishment is situated at the north-west corner 
of the beautiful public promenade, called the Bath Gardens. At these bathd 
was established, in 1849, the Bakewell and High Peak iNsriTOTB. It 
comprises a museum, library, and reading-room. These are but, as yet, 
the nucleus of what it is^hoped they will become. The reading-room and 
library are open to visitors on the terms specified in the rules. The 
scenery around Bakewell is most imposing, but the walk by the margin 
of the stream gives, perhaps, the best opportunity of viewing it to 
advantage, as it winds close around the base of one of our finest baronial 
mansions-^Haddon Hall. 

The Churoh. — This sacred pile is very ancient ; tradition assigns to 
it a date anterior to the Conquest. It is highly probable that a church 
or chapel of some kind may have been erected on or near this spot from 
a very remote period, in connection with the ancient Runic cross, still 
standing near the church. Human bones and fragments of tombstones 
having been found at a considerable distance northward of the present 
limits, it may be conjectured that the churchyard was formerly more 
extensive than at present. There is no record of its ecclesiastical history 
prior to the Norman Conquest. In the Doomsday Survey it is sifted 
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there were two priests for the church at Bakewell. It appears most pro- 
hable that the church was rebuilt and endowed bj William Peveril, or by 
his immediate descendants. His son, who died in 1113, gave two parts 
of the tithes of the parish of Bakewell to the priory of Lenton, in Notting- 
hamshire. In 1154 the vast estate of the Peverils became forfeit to the 
Crown, and in 1189 King Richard presented it to his bF-aher John, then 
Earl Morton, by whom it was given to the Cathedral of Lichfield in 1192. 

The present edifice has been recently restored and much beautified. 
It is about 150 feet long by 105 feet across the transepts. The whole 
structure is now in the Gothic style of architecture, except the richly 
decorated Norman doorway in the west end. The old nave is supposed to 
have been re-erected about 1100, upon a still older foundation ; it was 
separated from the side aisles by rude, semicircular arches. The large 
chancel ip of about the date of a.d. 1400. 

From the apparent insecurity of the building, in 1825 the lofty spire 
was taken down, and in 1841 the tower, vrith the whole of the north and 
south transepts, and the Vernon Chapel, were taken down and rebuilt, 
from the yeair 1841 to 1851. The sum expended was about £8,600, the 
architects being Messrs. Hardman of Birmingham, and Wailes, of New- 
castle. In the porch of the present church may be seen remains of grave, 
stones, crosses, with other fragments of stones found in the diggings for 
the foundations of new buildings in the town. It is believed to be by far 
the largest and most varied collection existing in any church in England, 
perhaps, indeed, not a third part of the number can be seen elsewhere. 
It is quite evident that they have been in the place in which they were 
found from about the year 1260, and a considerable number prior to 
1110. There is also a number of well-executed monuments and figures 
to be seen. This church is much visited during the summer months. In 
Bakewell there are Wesleyan, Congregational, and Weslejan Reform 
places of worship, and it is the head of a Wesleyan Reform Union 
Circuit, numbering 290 members, 88 preachers, 28 leaders, 15 Sabbath 
schools, 129 teachers, and 842 scholars. 

The surroundings of Bakewell have all their interests. There is Wiok- 
sop, near the brow of the wooded heights opposite Bakewell. The views 
will compensate for all the labour of reaching those heights. 

AsHFORD AND MoNSAL Dale. — The road to this delightful spot passes 
through the village of Ashford-in-the- Water. Ashford Hall, on the right, 
is the seat of Lord G. H. Cavendish, M.P. Valuable marble quarries 
abound here, and afford employment to a number of the inhabitants. 

Cressbrook Dale. — When the tourist ascends the steep acclivity, • 
scene presents itself which has no parallel in this part of Derbyshire. It 
has been styled Dove Dale in miniature. 

MiDDLETON Dale is five miles from Bakewell. The road passes 
through Hassop, lately the seat of the Earls of Newburgh. The houses 
'•* Mi ddleton have a picturesque appearance at a distance, pibg H*ll ^^ 
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the seat of Lord Denman. The entrance into the dale is marked by a 
high perpendicular rock, called the Lover's Leap, from which, in 1760, a 
loye-stricken maiden, named Baddeley, threw herself without injury. A 
short distance hence is a deep cavern called " The Wonder." Some of its 
parts furnish beautiful crystallisations. 

Lathkil Dale. — The Bradford. — ^A mile and a half south-west of 
Bakewell runs the limpid Lathkil. The varied beauties of this dale from 
Conksbury Bridge to One-ash, should be seen to be appreciated. The 
delightful walk from Conksbury to Alport may be prolonged through the 
romantic vale of the Bradford, which contains some beautiful rock scenery. 

Rowtoe Rocks. — Nearly five miles south-west from Bakewell stands 
this remarkable feature in the landscape, Eobin Hood's Stride, or Mock 
Beggar's Hall. On the same range of hill is CartclifiF Tor, a gloomy per- 
pendicular rock. At its foot is a cave, called the Hermit's Cave. In 
the immediate vicinity are Rowtor Rocks, so called from the rocking- 
stones which abound here. On Stanton Moor, not far distant, is the 
Draidical circle, called the " Nine Ladies." 

There are many other and extensive views in the neighbourhood of 
Bakewell. 

We hope that these few facts, taken from the local guides, will be of 
interest to the delegates who may attend the next meetings, and to our 
readers generally. A. B. 
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A PEW WOBDS ON GOOD PBIDIY 

AND OUB LOBD'S GBUGIFIXION. 
The Latin word "Calvary" means 
" Skull, or a place of skulls," but it 
is not certainly known why such a 
name was given to the place on 
which our Lord was crucified, unless 
it be, as some have conjectured, that 
the eminence resembles in some 
degree the form of the human head. 
A more probable solution, however, 
is that as the site was used generally 
for a place of public execution, the 
bodies of the malefactors beheaded 
or otherwise put to death, remained 
unburied and the bones unbnrnt for 
some days after the execution. The 
mount stands but a short distance on 
the north-west side from the walls of 
Jerusalem, and was probably selected 
on account of the Jewish laws not 
permitting criminals to be put to 
death within the walls of the city. 
(See Num. xv. 85, and 1 Kings xxi. 
13.) Jesus Christ, therefore, the 



great anti-type of all previous sacri- 
ficial types (the bones of which were 
burnt without the camp) also suf- 
fered without the gate. (Heb. xiii. 
11, 12.) 

In the valley, only a short dis- 
tance from the Mount of Calvary, 
lies Gethsemane's garden, beneath 
the shades of which that awful con- 
fiict of soul took place, when the 
blood left its natural channels, and 
passing throush the pores of the 
body, fell in large drops upon the 
ground from Him who was despised 
and rejected of men, and yet bore 
our griefs and carried our sorrows. 
Here, too, on the night before the 
crucifixion, came with blazing torches 
the armed bands of Roman soldiers, 
led by the unfaithful Judas. Bold 
and fearless as were these warriors, 
they shrank and fell to the earth 
before the searching eyes of Him 
who " was meek and lowly in heart," 
but they became nerved again, and 
led the meek and suffering Saviour 
as a lamb to the slaughter.^ ^^.^ 
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The garden of conflict was left 
behind, and the clatter of multitudes 
of human feet was heard in the city 
streets, until they reached the palace 
of Annas, the high priest. Now com- 
menced a mock tribunal, in which 
insult, cruelty, and derision, mixed 
with cries of "Away with him! 
Crucify him !'* from a tiiousand 
Yoices, until the farce at last ended. 
" Yet He opened not His mouth." He 
was, however, " wounded for our 
transgressioDS, He was bruised for 
our iniquities, the chastisement of our 
peace was laid upon Him," and it is 
alone "by His stripes that we are 
healed." After being brought before 
Pilate and Herod, He was led to the 
place of execution. Before He reached 
it, however, he sank under the weight 
and burden which crushed His spi- 
rit, and was assisted with His cross 
by Simon, a Cyrenian, to the mount 
of blood. There for three hours He 
hung who upheld the world by the 
word of His power, and fed the thou- 
sands of Israel with manna whilst 
passing with their families through 
the desert to the land of Canaan, and 
supplied them with drink from the 
flinty rock. In His mortal agony 
the sun hid His glory, the earth 
quaked, the vail of the temple was 
torn in two, and all nature appeared 
convulsed. At last a voice was 
heard from the cross, saying, " It is 
finished!" and then He yielded up 
the ghost. 

Now what are the lessons we 
ought to draw from this singular and 
glorious redemption thus wrought out 
by the death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

1st. If sin is of so malignant a 
character as to require such a sacri- 
fice to be made, ought we not greatly 
to humble ourselves before God for 
having indulged in that which is so 
repugnant to His nature, and be- 
come resolved that by His grace we 
mil act so base a part no more ? 

2nd. If God loved us so intensely 
as to give Jesus Christ to sufler so 
much for us in order to save us from 
the consequences of our crimes, ought 
we not to love Him in return for 
such wondrous love to us ? 

3rd. As God so commended His 

love to us in that while we were yet 

<)r8 Christ died for us, ought we 



not to love one another as He has 
loved us, and so fulfil His holy law ? 
4th. If the Lord Jesus Christ so 
willingly laid ftside His glory, and 
endured the greatest mental and 
bodily sufferings for os, ought we not 
to be willing to make any sacrifice 
for Him, and endeavour by eveiy 
means in our power to promote Hu 
glory in the world by doing His will 
and striving to benefit others? 

6th. If God was in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto Himself, and 
not imputing their trespasses to them, 
should we not at once, without a mo- 
ment's hesitation, accept the offers of 
gardon and holiness, and peace and 
eaven from Him who thus died for 
our sins and rose again for our justi- 
fication? S. LOVATT. 

"SO BUN THAT TE MAT OBTAIN." 
On Sunday, Jan. 23, 1815, Dr. Adam 
Clarke preached a sermon in City- 
road Chapel, which he entitled, 
"The Christian Race," and based 
upon 1 Cor. ix. 24-29. The doctor, 
after elucidating and enforcing the 
most prominent expressions used by 
the Apostle, and the customs alludel 
to, concluded a very instructive dig- 
course by an earnest appeal for greater 
usefulness. " Exercise," he said, " is 
necessary to the life of man. In 
coming slong the streets this morning, 
and seeing the people ronning, I said, 
Here is an useful lesson : if they do 
not run they must freeze; and we 
shall freeze, brethren, if we do not 
continue in the exercise of faith and 
prayer. How can a man preserve 
the consolations of God's Spirit un- 
less he be active? Jesus went about 
doing good, and the spirit of Jesus 
lives in those who go about doing 
good. I do not value that religion 
which does not lead men to labour 
in order to bring glory to Ch)d auad 
good to their feUow-creatures. The 
reason for this exertion is thus given 
by the Apostle, ' Lest I should be a 
castaway.' " 

WESLEYAN BEFOBM TJNION. 
Our object in giving these short 
reports of the state of our Churches 
is, that all might be stirred up by the 
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efforts of others. The knowledge of 
spiritual prosperity in one Church is 
that which ought to give earnestness 
of effort to others to attain the like 
blessing ; and the fact of any church 
being in a state of lukewarmness and 
spiritual decline, ought to move us to 
more vigorous spiritual life, lest we 
should tall into the same sad state. 
We must learn one from the other. 

The reports we publish this month 
are not all of an encouraging cha- 
racter ; yet they are all such as should 
urge us to greater devotion to God 
in our own souls, and then to more 
earnest working for the salvation of 
our fellow men. There is much that 
needs attention and watchfulness in 
our churches. And there is a great 
work for all in the world to bring 
sinners to Christ. How mighty is 
the power of evil on the minds of men ? 
Let us pray and labour *' that the 
Word of the Lord may have free course 
and be glorified." 

GawBton Circuit. — "There is a 
feeling in this circuit yet to keep the 
flag of Wesleyan Reform afloat. But 
we have much opposition, especially 
in any effort to open fresh places. 
Our congregations are about as good 
as they are in other places ; but we 
do not often hear the cry, " What 
must I do to be saved ? " our churches 
suffer much from removals. The 
interest in our Mission cause seems 
to be low at present. A few of our 
preachers have of late become affected 
with the doctrines of Swedenborg, 
but the churches have taken a firm 
stand against it, and I pray that 
Gt)d may come dowu in answer to 
prayer, and save many souls. We 
have sent out the Christmas cards, 
and Brother Nuttall will collect them 
in, and send you the result." 

Liskeard Circuit. — The Secretary 
writes, *' Please send us thirty Mis- 
sionary boxes as early as possible. 
The people are eager to have them at 
once. .Therefore the sooner you send 
them the better. I am happy to 
inform you that a gracious work has 
been going on at Bethany in this 
circuit. The Lord has visited and 
blessed His people. Among the cases 
of conversion was a boy aged thirteen 
years. He was converted one morn- 
ing while walking to his employment. 



When asked a short time after how 
he knew he was converted, he re- 
plied,' * Because I felt I was in a 
new world.' The friends are still 
holding meetings for prayer. I pray 
that the Lord may continue His 
blessings on the people in this place, 
and save many more souls." 

Middlesbro.* — '* I now write to inform 
you tiiat we have had Brother Croft 
labouring with us for three weeks. 
We have had some good meetings ; 
the attendance was very good during 
the early parts of the weeks. But 
we found it hard work to get the un- 
converted to come to the chapel. A 
few of us met out of doors, and sang 
and exhorted on the way to the 
chapel, yet but few followed us. It 
was however good for us to serve the 
Lord in this way, and during the 
three weeks twelve souls have pro- 
fessed to find peace with God, through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. To 
Him be all the praise! We pray 
that they may be kept by the power 
of grace unto that day, when the 
Lord shall say, * Enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.' " 

West Bromwich, St. George's HaH, 
— ** I am glad to inform you that our 
Society is going on very well, and we 
have many refreshing times from the 
presence of the Lord." 

Sheffield Circuit. — Brother Devine 
writes, "Things are looking well in 
this circuit, a few gathered in at each 
of tJie places I have visited. Grimes- 
thorpe, Gower Street, and Philadel- 
phia chapels free of debt; and an 
almost certain prospect in each case 
of larger and better chapels being 
erected. At Philadelphia, Weston 
Street, and Watery Street, a goodly 
number of scholars from the Sabbath 
schools have been added to the church 
during the past year. O th at the work 
may go on yet more prosperously ! " 

Norwich. — Brother Rowling writes : 
" During February, we had a week 
of special services ; two persons 
professed to find peace with God. 
Our congregations are increasing, 
and the friends have come to the 
decision to enlarge our school-room. 
It will not at present accommodate 
more than fifty, and they intend it to 
hold two hundred children. We have 
got out liiree hundred tracts in the 
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neighbourhood with covers, the 
times of service and the Sabbath 
school printed on them. We have a 
good work before ns." 

Ekecar, Bamsley Circuit. — ^Brother 
Lowis writes, "They are very low 
here, bnt there are a few good hearty 
sonls, and stannch Reformers. They 
have a nice chapel. We are expect- 
ing the Lord to revive us again. I 
pray it may be so for Christ's sake." 

Swansea. " I am sorry to tell you 
that our little society in this town 
has broken up. The money lent on 
our chapel, has been called in at a 
few days' notice. We were not pre- 
pared to meet it. Our place of wor- 
ship has been sold. The Baptists 
have now bought it ; our little church 
of ten members is now all adrift, as 
we cannot get a place suitable at 
present. We trust our way will be 
again opened, so that we may mingle 
together again for prayer and praise." 

Middleshro*. — Brother NichoUs 
writes: "On Saturday, March 8th, 
Brother Tyeman and myself, went 
over to Guisboro' (a flourishing town 
in the neighbourhood of the iron 
hills, and at present many mines are 
at work there), in order to meet a 
few of the friends there who had 
requested us to go over and form a 
Wesleyan Reform Society. We ex- 
plained to them our principles, &c., 
which'they thoroughly endorsed; and 
they resolved to form a Wesleyan 
Reform Church, and to offer them- 
selves to the Middlesbro' Church, 
and ask them to take steps towards 
the forming of a circuit. There are at 
present twelve to start with ; two 
or three preachers among them, one 
a local preacher from the Cawston 
circuit. There are several other 
members from the same part in and 
about the place which they hope to 
secure. They have resolved to invite 
Brother Lowis for one month to 
help on the cause. The Middlesbro' 
church is prepared to accept them, 
and do all they can to help them on. 
The prospect we consider for the 
forming of a good Church is encourag- 
ing." 

Bradford and Wihsey District. — 
The Secretary says : " At our district 
committee, held on February 20th, it 
was decided that I should intimate to 



you our willingness to give up 
Brother Croft for say a fortnight or 
three weeks, should any application 
be made for a Missionary to churches 
more than you can otherwise supply ; 
as we anticipate the immediate erec- 
tion of a preaching room in Bowling 
Back Lane, we would not suggest that 
Brother Croft should be away for more 
than three weeks at one time." 

Grantham.^** Thankful to say that, 
we are doing moderately well, and 
the ladies are working right earnestly 
for a Bazaar." J. L. 

WESLEYAN EEFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 
Held at 8, Exeter Hall, March 14, 1873. 
The following brethren were pre- 
sent: P. Parker, T. H. Richard, T. 
Chamberlain, E. Benson, and W. 
Nott. 

Brother P. Parker was elected to 
the chair. 

The meeting was opened by Bro- 
ther W. Nott engaging in prayer. 

The General Secretary, being at 
present engaged in the BakeweH 
Circuit, Brother T. H. Richard, the 
Honorary Secretary, acted on behalf 
of the General Secretary. 

Resolved: That the minutes of 
Committee meeting, held on the 10th 
of February, be confirmed as a cor- 
rect report. 

Brother Benson stated the position 
of the Hope-Street trust, and the 
necessity of immediate steps being 
taken to save the chapel, the mort- 
gagee having called in his money, and 
required immediate payment. The 
Secretary was requested to write and 
inform Brother Whitehouse of the 
circumstances. 

The resolution of November 8th, 
1872. and the action of the half- 
yearly meeting thereon being entered 
on the minutes so as to lead to mis- 
conception : 

Resolved. That this meeting "deems 
it desirable to enter upon the minutes 
the fact that the committee's action 
was not intended to affirm or rescind 
the resolution of the district meeting 
as applied to district affairs, but to 
be for the guidance of the corami^^ 
only. 

It was thought desirable that the 
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Bradford and Wibsey diBtrict secretary 
should be informed that there is at 
present a new church being formed 
in connection with the Middlesboro' 
Circuit, in the town of Guisboro' ; 
and they having made application 
for the labours of a nussionanr, that 
if arrangement can be made for 
Brother Croft to go there for a short 
time, then the committee would follow 
him up, if possible, with Brother 
liOwis. 

Resolved. That a cheque for £23 
13s. 4d., for missionaries' salaries and 
board, be drawn. 

Resolved. That the next committee, 
meeting be held on the 4th of April, 

Resolved. That the following trade 
bills be paid : — 
Price . jei2 7 6 

Nelson . .471 

Travelling expenses .822 
. Bale (printing) . .17 6 

je24 4 3 
The book steward stated the sales 
during the month. 
The meeting concluded with prayer. 

J. Li. 

SPECIAL MATTERS. 
The attention of all circuit ministers 
in the Wesleyan Reform Union is 
now called to the Register on the 
cover of this month's magazine. All 
ministers wanting circuits, and all 
circuits wanting miQisters,had better 
apply through the secretary to be 
pkced on the Registeb. (There is no 
charge.) 

The address for the general secre- 
tary, until the 10th of April, will be 
at Mr. J. Adcock's, Ibstock Colliery, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire- 
After this date at his residence, 33, 
Ordnance Road, St. John's Wood, 
London, N.W. All Post-Office orders 
to be made payable at St, John's 
Wood. 

It is earnestly urged on all the 
churches in our Union the import- 
ance of making one collection' in each 
place of worship before the end of 
the month of June next, in order to 
meet thfs expenses of the Union. Such 
expenses are, committee meetings, 
correspondence, secretary's salary, 
rent of office, &c. &c. These collec- 



tions, with all mission money, should 
be sent to the general secretary be- 
fore the end of June, as all accounts 
close for the year at that time. 

All moneys collected by the chil- 
dren by means of Christmas cards 
should be sent in at once in order 
that the children may have their 
prizes. J. Lord, Secretary. 

LEOGE STBEET CHAPEL, 
BIEMINGHAM. 

About three weeks previous to last 
Christmas the friends decided to have 
the schools cleaned and painted. Two 
of our friends, in the trade, generouslv 
volunteered their services, and witn 
one and another's help, we intended 
to save workmen's expenses, but after 
calculating the -probable expense, 
compared with a low estimate sent in 
by a firm, we found we should only 
save about three pounds, and we 
should have to be at work five nights 
for six hours each night. This was 
thought unadvisable, so after week- 
night service on December 11th, the 
friends present were called together, 
and towards £12 required more than 
half was promised. To realise the 
remainder, it was decided to have a 
Christmas-tree sale on December 26th, 
and though there was only a fortnight 
to beg and work in, it proved quite 
sufficient time. There seemed to be 
a rivalry as to who should do the 
nwst. When the day of sale came, 
instead of being on a small scale, as 
was anticipated, it was like a little 
fair, botli for articles and people. 
There were at least £30 worth of 
articles. £17 were realised, which, 
with the promises, made a balance of 
nearly jei2. 

Encouraged by such success, the 
Mends decided to have the chapel 
cleaned and painted also. It needed 
it very badly. A tea-meeting, pre- 
sided over by Mr. W. H. Williams, 
was held on December 30th, which, 
for pleasure and enthusiasm, has not 
been surpassed. Interesting pieces 
were well recited by several scholars, 
and the choir also sang several sacred 
pieces, which, with the pithy addresses 
of two or three, made it an evening of 
great delight. The painting of the 
chapel was laid before the people, 
who responded in promises of ^56 
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towards the amount reqnired. The 
total outlay will be about ^100. 

During the meeting a pleasing in- 
cident took place in the presentatjion 
of what may be appropriately called 
a teachers' class Bible to Mr. Has- 
1am, who had commenced his labours 
as a teacher of the select class in the 
^Is' school. It bore the following 
inscription : — " Presented to Mr. John 
Haslam, by a few Mends, in token of 
their friendship and approval of his 
labours and zeal for the cause of God 
at Legge- Street Chapel, Birminp[ham. 
December 30th, 1872." Not a hint of 
any kind had been conyeyed to the 
recipient previously. 

The watch-night service wiU be 
remembered for a long time as a hal- 
lowed and blessed season of grace. 
The number present was considerably 
more than was expected. The work 
of cleaning and painting commenced 
on January 6th, and the chapel was re- 
opened on Sunday, Feb. 9th, by Kev. 
J. D. Alford (Baptist), who preached 
morning and evening, and on the fol- ' 
lowing Monday evening by Rev. W. 
Walters (Baptist). Mr. W .H.Williams 
(one of our own local preachers), and 
Rev. T.Whitehouse (circuit minister), 
preached on Sunday, February 16th. 
On March 2nd, Mr. John Skidmore, 
of West Bromwich, a popular preacher 
in the Black Country district, 
preached in the morning, and Mr. 
W. E. Whitehouse in the evening 
(both Wesley ans). The re-opening 
services were brought to a close on 
March 6th, by the Rev. T. White- 
house delivering a lecture on " The 
Holy Land," which was listened to 
with attentive interest, and a hearty 
vote of thanks was awarded him at 
the close. 

At Legge- Street we have much to 
be thankful for to God. From seve- 
ral of the senior scholars the inquiry 
after salvation has been asked. Some 
of them are very promising. We 
have had some most remarkable in- 
stances of conversion to God. In 
one case a mother, who, twenty-nine 
vears ago, was a teacher in the school, 
has seen her family aU brought to 
God during the past year. Her son, 
who from curiosity came to the chapel, 
was smitten with a sense of sin, then 
his sister came, and then the oldest 



sister, and then b younger one, and 
then the father, all of whom professed 
faith in Jesus as their Saviour, and 
are with us in church fellowship. 
The son was the subject of a mother's 
grief, as he was away from home at 
the time. For years she has been 
praying for her family's salvation, 
and now, having seen it, her joy is 
inexpressible. Glory to the Saviour's 
conquering name ! I may add that 
the choir, with the assistance of 
friends, gave a select concert in aid 
of the painting fund on February 
24th, and as we are anxious, by May 
1st, to have a " clean sweep " of the 
expenses, any of your readers who 
have a trifle spare cash, and disposed 
to help a deserving cause — ^Legge- 
Street' is such — cannot do better than 
forward it to J. Haslam, 89, Rupert- 
Street, Birmingham, who will most 
thankfully receive the smallest dona.- 
tion, and acknowledge the same. 

ROTHERHAM AND MEXBRO' 
CIRCUIT. 
In giving you an account of the work 
of God in this circuit, I am happy to 
say that during the twenty years I 
have been in the circuit I. am not 
aware that there ever was a time 
when we seemed to be more at peace 
amongst ourselves, or more desirous 
of working for God. I trust that the 
great aim of my brethren on the plan 
is this : to preach for souls, to lift np 
the standard of the cross, and to point 
poor sinners to it. To preach a full 
and a free salvation is our work, and 
that we are determined to do, and 
leave results with God. 

We have every reason to believe, 
while we say this of the preachers, 
that the same spirit is infused into 
the souls of the other office bearers 
and members, and thus unitedly we 
are labouring together in the gospel 

With respect to the diflferent 
churches in tbe circuit, I believe that 
each separate society or church is 
anxious for spiritual prosperity. The 
congregations, on the whole, are very 
good, particularly so on the Sabbath 
evenings, and there are indications 
of spiritual awakenings, and we hear 
the cry of the penitent. 

We held our quarterly meeting on 
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goodly nninber present, and the day 
was spent very cheeringly, and a 
spirit of brotherly love mamfested 
itself thronghont the proceedings. 

The returns showed a small in- 
crease on the preceding quarter, so 
that on ihe whole we have great 
cause for thankfulness to the great 
Head of the Church ; and we would 
devoutly pray, "O Lord, send now 
prosperity !" The half-yearly district 
meeting was held at Chapel Walk 
on October 21st, and although the 
day was very unfavourable, we had 
one of the best gatherings that the 
Sheffield District has had since its 
commencement. There was a mis- 
sionary tea meeting in the evening, 
and also a public meeting, when ad- 
dresses were delivered by several of 
the brethren from the d^ertot cir- 
cuits composing the district ; also our 
old dear missionary, Lowis. May 
every circuit in the Union be blest 
with a gracious outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, and may we hear from 
our brethren in every circuit of God's 
work progressing. 

H. Lansburt. 



WOMBWELL: BOTHEBHAM AND 
BiEXBBO' CIBCUIT. 

Wb are thankful to God that He has 
permitted us to hold another tea- 
meeting, commemorative of laying 
the foundation stone of our chapel. 
On Sunday, February 28rd, two ser- 
mons were preached in Zion Chapel, 
by Brother Neal, of Sheffield, when 
collections were made to defray the 
expenses of warming and lighting the 
place. On Shrove Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 25th, we had our annual tea- 
meeting, when 148 sat down. After 
tea. Brother Ibbeson was called to 
the chair, when tl^ report was read, 
and was considered most satisfactory, 
showing that we T^ere in a far better 
finandd condition this jear than we 
were last. To God be aU the glory ! 
Very effective addresses were then , 
delivered by Brother Lister, of Else- 
car ; the Rev. A. Foster (Independent 
minister) ; and Brother Lowis, the 
missionary. Many great and glorious 
things were brought forward by the 
speakers, and God's presence was 
deeply Mi in the meeting. 
The next day some of the friends 



again took tea together, and after- 
wards held a band-meeting. Before 
parting four persons were found bow- 
ing at the feet of Jesus, three of 
whom found peace through believing. 
Greater things are expected. Praise 
the Lord ! 

Great praise is due to the ladies 
who prepared the tea, and who pre- 
sided at the tables. Amongst these 
may be mentioned Mrs. Hemming- 
way, Mrs. Marshall, Mrs. Firth, Mrs. 
Haigh, Mrs. Duke, Mrs. Sanderson, 
Mrs. Wroe, and Mrs. Thorpe. 

The whole of the services passed 
off most successfully. 

HOWABD STBEET METHODIST 
BEFOBM CHAPEL, GLOSSOP. 

Opening of an Organ. — On Sunday 
February 23rd, three sermons were 
preached in the Howard Street 
Reform Chapel, on the occasion of 
the opening of an organ, those in the 
morning and eveniug, by the Rev. 
A. HoUand of Grantham, and that in 
the afternoon, by the Rev. J. Jones 
of Glossop. Select music from the 
works of Handel, Dr. Goss, the Earl 
of Wilton, and others, was given by 
an efficient choir under the direction 
of Mr. James Ward. 

Besides putting in the organ, we 
have had the chapel thoroughly 
painted and beautified, which, with 
the new building for the reception of 
the organ, has cost us about £230 ; 
however, by an united effort and 
willing collectors, who have canvassed 
the town and neighbourhood, we have 
succeeded in raising the sum of £140, 
which will leave us ^90 in debt. The 
friends in the town have helped us 
well, for which we are very thankful. 
We have now a beautiful chapel both 
internally and externally. About two 
years since we incurred the expense 
of building a stone wall and fixing 
iron palisading in front of the 
chapel, with two handsome stone 
dressed gate posts and chaste iron 
gate; the entrance from the street 
to the chapel doors being flagged, and 
kept scrupulously clean ; on each 
side between the flags and railing, 
nice flowering plants, evergreens, &c., 
have been planted, which has greatly 
improved the appearance of the build- 
ing; and now b^,,,^f |^ ^gja^ig 
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workiiig of the committee and friends 
the work has been completed by put- 
ting in an organ and beautifying the 
chapel. Although the weather at the 
opening services was very stormy, t^e 
coUections were very good, amountinff 
to the handsome sum of £28. To Goa 
be all the praise. 

Mr. Johin MeUor, son of one of our 
respected trustees, viz. Mr. Joseph 
Mellor, very ably presided at llie 
organ and fally tested the capabilities 
of the instrument by performing the 
following selections; Morning: Pre- 
lude (Mendelssohn) ; Andante (Hum- 
mell) ; Maestoso Allegro (Adams). 
Afternoon : " With Verdure clad " 
(Haydn) ; Arioso Allegretto (Men- 
delssohn) ; Overture, Occasional 
(Handel). Evening: Andante (Lem- 
mens) ; Adagio (Spohr) ; Hallelujah 
Chorus (Handel). 

We are contemplating borrowing, 
temporarily, the sam of £90, which 
will enable us to pay aU the demands, 
say in small sums of five or ten 
pounds, but in no case above ten ; as 
we are determined the debt shall not 
be a standing or permanent one. We 
should be very thankful to receive 
subscriptions from our friends in the 
Reform cause, who are more easily 
circumstanced than ourselves, who 
at this time might give us a lift by 
the way. The smallest sum sent to the 
secretary, Mr. James Ward, will be 
acknowledged. 

CAWSTON CIBCTJIT. 
Erpinoham. — February 13th, was held 
a purely religious service, under the 
name of a Service of Sacred Song, 
illustrative of Bunyan's Holy War, 
presided over by Mr. Ramsay, Pres- 
byterian. Conductor, Miss Newstead ; 
Harmonium, Miss S. . Newstead ; 
Reader, Mr. G. Nuttall, circuit minis- 
ter; Singers, children of theErping- 
ham Sunday school. The conductor 
must have devoted much time and 
attention, and have, exercised much 
patience, to bring the children on to 
that degree of perfection manifested 
at the above service. I am pleased 
to see the children much interested 
in sacred singing. I trust they will 
continue to evidence an increasing 
• craving. Great importance is attached 
to the education of youth. Much will 



depend on the training of the rising 
generation, as to whether our Chris- 
tian churches, in the future, will be 
weaker, or stronger. 

The congregation was a very res- 
pectable one. All being admitted by 
ticket. Our congregations as a whole 
at Erpingham are good, remarkably 
so for week-night services. I hope 
our Mends at Erpingham, will.con- 
tinue to work unitedly, and so help on 
the good cause of our God. I have 
had some very good times here. We 
have h&d several tea-meetings in the 
circuit ; some of them quite of an en- 
thusiastic nature. Our week-evening 
congregations in most of the places 
are very good. A week of special 
meetings has been held at each place 
in the circuit, to ask for personal 
holiness; a revival of religion, and a 
continuation of the same in all oar 
churches. 

I hope to realise with my brethren 
and sisters in the Lord a rich feast 
of spiritual things. Geo. Nuttau. 

HIGH WYCOMBE CIBOUIT. 

PENN TEA MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the Free Me- 
thodist Sunday School, Penn, was 
held on Monday, February 10th, 1873 ; 
and a tea was provided for the mothers 
of the scholars, at which nearly all 
met. 

After tea, a public meeting was 
held, the chair being occupied by Mr. 
T. Lacey of High Wycombe; ad- 
dresses were delivered by Mr. 
Thomas and Mr. Wigginton of 
Woobum ; Mr. T. Hancock and Mr. 
Butler of High Wycombe; Mr. J. Gar- 
land of Penn ; and also several others. 
The chairman called upon the secre- 
tary to read the report. The number 
of teachers, it appears, are twenty- 
two, and of scholars, one hundred and 
twenty. One during the past year 
has been brought to God, and we are 
glad to say that since then, many 
others have commenced to seek the 
Saviour. This is a cause of great 
rejoicing amongst us, and we humbly 
trust that the work will still go on, 
and that every Sunday School teacher 
may make it a matter of earnest 
prayer, that the good work begun in 
their young hearts may continue. To 
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THE DAMSEL WITH A SPIRIT OF DIVINATION. 
Acts xvi. 16, 17, 18. 
DiviNATiov, or soothsayiog, is telling futnre events nnder the supposed 
inspiration of the gods, or the departed spirits of men. Divination, 
whether true or false, teaches that men believe in the immortality of the 
Bonl — that the soul survives the body. The gods of the heathen were 
deified men. It teaches that men believe in inspiration. Man naturally 
craves for the supernatural. It shows the restless, perpetual inquisitive- 
ness of man. He wants to know the future. The mind is capable of 
viewing the past and the future. The eye is never satisfied with seeing ; 
the ear is never satisfied with hearing. The diviner was to be stoned to 
death. This law shows that divination was an evil thing; for God 
would not command a man to be put to death for doing a good deed and 
practising the truth. 

Consider the narration of the text in the following order : — 

I. — The Pbostitutiok and Degradation of Human Nature. "And 
it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a 
spirit of divination met us, inrhich brought her masters much gain by sooth- 
saying." This damsel was a slave. Perhaps she had been sold to her 
present masters when young, and brought to practise divination from her 
childhood. She had been sold for gain, and bought for gain, and she was 
devoted for gain. She was sold to mammon. The luet of riches would 
not only sell man, but would sell heaven. This woman was possessed of 
the devil. Demoniacal possessions were numerous in the times of our 
Lord, and there may be as many now, though they differ in their manifes- 
tations. Man was never made to be the temple of the devil. This 
damsel was the dupe of a Jalse inspiration. Her excitement was the 
result of her believing a lie. No Python could touch her soul. Divi- 
nation is the delusion of the devil. How a lie degrades humanity I 

II. — The Spirit of Divination ACKN0WLKD<?iNa the Divinity of 
Christianity. "The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, 
These men are the servants of the most high God, which show unto us the 
way of salvation. And this she did many days." This damsel is the 
mouthpiece of all false systems of religion. She acknowledges the supre- 
macy of the Christian's God, " the most high God." All nations shall 
call Jehovah Lord. There is only one God. Heathens will know this in 
time. She acknowledges Christians to he the servants of the most high Gody 
— the true teachers of mankind. Christians are the world's educators ; 
they show unto the world the way of salvation. Heathenism acknow- 
ledges the true God, the true man, and the true revelation. Pagans 
believe in God ; they believe in revelation ; they believe in a future 
world. All they want is the true God, the true ^^pk^ a^^to^ lif<». 

May, 1873. '''' ' ^ 
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We who have and know these things are bound in justice and gratitude 
to send them to all nations. " Thy kingdom come ; thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven." 

III. — The tbndeb Compassion of Christianity for degraded huma- 
nity. Paul was grieved for the damsel's sake, for she was the tool of 
wicked men and the habitation of the devil ; he was grieved for the 
people's sake, for they were led to believe a lie ; he was grieved for the 
sake of the men who got gain by the practice of divination ; he was sad 
for the Gospel's sake, for the popnlar mi«d might confound his teaching 
with the teaching of divination. Chrislianity breathes into man the most 
tender compassion. Christ was love. Christians, like Christ, have made 
the most costly sacrifices for the sake of saving their fellow-men. The 
Oospel gives the most profound knowledge of man, A Christian views 
man — not as a mefe poet or merchant would, but — as an immortal being, 
who has eternal things at stake. The spirit of the grace of God fills 
Christians with enthusiasm, so that they are all on fire for the weal of 
• fallen man. Christ, the apostles, and the martyrs, and the men who have 
blessed the world, were filled with love divine, and untiring zeal in God's 
cause. 

IV. — The Power of Christianity to deliver Man from Evil. 
" But Paul, being grieved, turned, and said to the spirit, I command thee 
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the 
same hour." The casting out of the evil spirit shows the supernatural 
character of the Gospel, Christ is divine in Name and nature. No 
amount of education and human power can cast out demons; such work 
belongs to Christ. The Name of Jesus Christ is the stronghold of spiri- 
tual power. At the Name of Jesus devils fear and fly. The casting out 
of the evil spirit shows the humanity of the Gospel, Christ was approach- 
able ; sinners, demoniacs could come to Him, and He would touch and 
heal them. Paul, in the Name of His Master, allowed the woman to 
come near him, and he commanded, in the Name of Jesus, the demon to 
leave her. Christianity is bound to cast out the demons of our nature, 
and to restore us to our Father in a sound mind. C. Briggs. 



Original iSssags* 

CHURCH HISTORY. 
(^Continued from page 39.) 
Christ was now about to establish His Church, and in order to do this 
effectually, it was necessary that He should leave this world. The 
apostles and disciples being assembled in Jerusalem, He commanded 
them that they should not depart from that city, but wait for the promise 
of the Father (Joel ii. 28-32) ; and after that the Holy Ghost had come 
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npon them, they should then receive power to witness nnto Him, both 
in Jemsalem and in all Jndea, in Samaria, and nnto the uttermost parts 
of the earth. And when the day of Pentecost (the fiftieth day after the 
Passover) was fully come, the apostles, with the one hundred and twenty 
disciples, were all assembled, with the most unanimous affection, in one 
place, — ^the upper room, —and suddenly there came a sound from heaven 
as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Thus did 
the blessed Lord and Saviour accomplish what had been designed he 
should. Then let us adore the Divine goodness, which has poured forth 
the Spirit, like a refreshing dew, upon His Church, and placed her upon 
a divine foundation, and strengthened her with more than human power. 
The Day of Pentecost (a.d. 29) may therefore be regarded as the date 
when the Christian Church was founded. This extraordinary event 
happened at a time when there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, out of every nation of the then known world. And when it was 
noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded and. 
annoyed, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. 
Others, mocking, said. These men are full of wine ; but Peter expounded 
to them the cause of this extraordinary appearance which had been con- 
ferred upon the apostles (the gift of tongues), and charged them (the 
Jews) with the aggravated guilt of betraying and murdering Jesus. 
With those and many other words did Peter testify and exhort them, 
saying, Save yourselves. Nor was the exhortation in vain, for many 
were awakened, and immediately professed their belief in Jesus as the 
Messiah, and were baptized in His name. And there were added to the 
number of disciples that very day about three thousand souls ; and many 
of them that believed had come from foreign countries, and would other- 
wise have returned home immediately after the feast ; but they continued 
a considerable time longer at Jerusalem to be more thoroughly 
instructed in the Christian faith; and many of the young converts 
proved their sincerity for the cause of Christ and His disciples 
l>y selling their possessions and goods, and giving Ihem to all men 
as they had need. .Now while the Church was in such a flourishing 
state, many extraordinary circumstances happened, such as miracles 
being performed by the apostles, which tended still more to confirm the 
sayings and reputation of the apostles, and the number of believers 
increased daily. But when the Jews saw the success which attended 
the efforts put forth by the apostles on behalf of the infant Church, 
jealousy and anger began to fill their minds ; so much so that aftejr Peter 
and John had restored the lame man which lay at the gate called* Beaur 
^nl, and taken advantage of the opportunity afforded them of speaking 
and preaching to the people, they were put into prison, and the next day 
brought before the council of the Sanhedrim ; but as the Jewi8|j^|^'s 
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could not deny the fact of the miracle having been wrought, they were 
obUged to set the apostles at liberty, but commanded them not to speak 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jesus. J. D. 

(^To be continued,') 



THE PREACHING OF CHRIST IN NAZARETH. 
LESSON XVII.— Part II. Luke It. 14-30. 
Ver. 18. — The Greek word Jehovah is very frequently translated Lord 
in our Bibles. It is printed in small capitals. This appellation is given 
to Christ in the New Testament about one thousand times. There can 
be no doubt that the passage in Isaiah had a principal reference to the 
Messiah. The Spirit of the Lord anointed Jesns. The Jews consecrated 
and inaugurated priests and kings by anointing them with oil. (See 
Exod. xxix. 7 ; 1 Sam. ix. 16, x. 1 ; 1 Kings xix. 15-16.) The word Christ 
signifies one anointed, Christ was not anointed with oil as the Jewish 
priests and kings were, but with the Holy Ghost. He was anointed to 
preach the Gospel to the poor. (Refer to Matt. v. 1-3 ; vii. 28 ; xi. 2-6.) 
To preach is to publish or proclaim authoritatively as an herald. Christ 
preached the Gospel. The Gospel means good news or glad tidings. 
The Gospel, when faithfully preached and believingly received, is calcu- 
lated to heal tlie broken-hearted. Wo are to understand by this term 
broken-hearted, the contrite, penitent souls, and those that are oppressed 
with great trouble of mind arising from outward afflictions. The Lord 
heals them when they receive the Gospel. (Psa xxiv. 18; cxlvii. 3; 
Isa. liii. 5.) The Gospel is deliverance to the captive, (Matt. i. 21 ; xi* 
28-30.) It was frequently the custom in the East to put out the eyes of 
captives, and to confine them in pits and dark dungeons. To this our Lord 
probably refers when speaking of the wretched condition of the people 
under sin, " sold under sin^ The Gospel, in its enlightening power, 
" recovers sight tb the blind." This represents the state of those who 
have been wilfully and obstinately ignorant of the things which made or 
belonged to their peace. (Isa. xxix. 18 ; Rev. iii. 18 ) The Gospel, bj 
being preached, is still further to <' set at liberty them that are bruised." 
This sets forth the state of those that are bent down by a sense of sin, or 
a weight of bodily suffering. The Lord Jesus might here make allasion 
to the miserable condition of captives who are worn down and bruised by 
the weight of their burdens or chains. (Isa. Iviii. 6; Matt, xxiii. 4; 
then read Matt. xi. 28-30 ) The preaching of the Gospel is to go still 
•further by proclaiming " the acceptable year of the Lord." This may 
refer to the jubilee year. The jubilee was a Hebrew feast. It was cele- 
brated erery fiftieth year. At the celebration of this feast each person 
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resumed posBession of his inheritance, which had been alienated, and slaves 
were then set free. The \tkw of this jubilee is foand in Lev^. xx7. 8-18. 

Ver. 20. — Jesus now closed the Book and gave it to the ujinister. 
Dr. Light foot observes : '* The minister of the synagogue was not uncom- 
monlj called the Angel of the Church. The bishop, or overseer, who 
prayed piibliplj, took care of the reading of the law, and sometimes 
preached."' Others saj, '^ It was the duty of the minister to keep the 
book of the law, and see tliat it was read correctly." Jesu8, when He 
had finished reading, sat down. It was the manner of the Jewish teachers 
when they read the Scriptures to stand np. When they expounded they 
*' sat down.*' The behaviour uf the people in the synagogue was com- 
mendable. The eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fas- 
tened on Him, That is, they were attentively fixed on Him. " Not 
closed with sleep, nor gazing about upon others; but fixed upon Christ, 
the preacher. Fixing of the eye is a great help to the attention of the 
ear, and the attention of the mind ; a fastened eye is a means to help us 
to a fixed heart, as a wandering eye is both a sign and cause of a wander* 
ing heart." (Burkiit.) 

Ver. 21. — Cbrist now began His discourse. '< He said unto them. 
This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears." The word Scripture 
means writings. The word is generally applied to the writings of the 
Old and New Testaments. This is done by way of eminence, A few of 
the evidences by wliicti these writings may be known to be of Divine 
authority are, 1. h^ the sublimity of their doctrines. 2. The purity of 
their precepts. 8. The peculiarity of their style. 4. Their wonderful 
preservation. 5. By the astounding miracles they record. 6. By the 
exact fulfilment of their prophecies. 7. hy the glorious effect they pro- 
duce in and upon man. Let the teacher show each of these by examples. 
Jesus in this verse declares that all the blessings referred to in Isaiah Ixi. 
If 2, are brought to the people by Himself, and are made known by the 
preaching of the Gospel. It is the glorious Gospel of the blessed God. 
Let us love it more and more. 

" He comes the prisoners to release, *' He comes the broken heart to bind, 

In Satan's bondai^e held ; The bleeding soul to cure, 

The gates of brass before Him bursty And with the treasures of his grace. 

The iron fetters yield. To enrich the humble poor." 



MEMOIR OF THOMAS VARLEY. 

Thomas Yarlet was born at Sheffield, April 7th, 1828, and died Christ- 
Daas, 1872, in his fiftieth year. 
At five years of age he was removed with his family to Peterborough, 
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where he went to school two years. His father afterwards settled at 
Lynn, in Norfolk, where he spent several more years at school. 

When a child he was of a kind and affectionate disposition, bat as he 
grew up he became rather unsteady. He had a passion for music, and 
learned to play well on the accordion. 

Enlisting for a soldier, he was sent with his regiment to Ceylon. 
After remaining in India eight years, he was sent home and discharged. 
He settled in Birmingham in 1857. 

His wife's account of his conversion is as follows : — " When we came 
to Birmingham we were entire strangers. On several successive Sundays 
we visited different chapels, to see where we should like to settle. One 
Sunday evening we were passing down Hurst Street just as the people 
were going into chapel. The late Mrs. Powell, standing at the door, 
and seeing us hesitating, kindly invited us in. We were so much taken 
with the congregation that we decided to join the Church, and from that 
time we have continued to worship with them. A few weeks afterwards 
Mr. Samuel Wright came to Birmingham, and was engaged to preach on 
Sunday evening. During the service my dear husband made up his 
mind that he would not leave the place until the Lord had set his soul 
at liberty. When the prayer-meeting began he went and knelt down 
under the pulpit, and before long the Lord spoke peace to his troubled 
soul. So great was his joy that night that he could not sleep, but spent 
his time in prayer and reading the Bible. On the following morning he 
went from house to house telling his neighbours what God had done for 
him, and that He was willing to do the same for them. After a few 
weeks he joined the Sabbath-school, and continued his services as 
teacher up to the time of his illness." 

His religion produced in him uprightness and integrity in the business 
of life. Punctuality and regularity in all his engagements eminently 
characterised him. His ever intense desire to do good in any and every 
way is well known to every member of the Church. What spare time 
remained to him after his business. Sabbath- school, and church duties, 
was occupied in visiting the sick, helping to reclaim the backslider, and 
warning and inviting the sinner. As a member meeting in class, his 
leader could always depend on his presence, let who would be absent. 
He was a constant attendant on all the means of grace, and was 
always ready for any work, however humble, in connection with the 
Church. 

His last illness became serious in October last, and from that time 
until his death he suffered greatly. But amidst all his bodily sufferings 
not one murmur or complaint was heard. The way his Heavenly Father 
was leading him home was a painful one ; but he felt it was the right 
way, and that his ** Father held his hand." 

His Christian experience was expressed in simple trust and reliance on 
Jesus Christ as his pardoning Saviour and sanctifying. God. His Iftst 
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statement to his leader was : ^^ All is well : I am jast waiting my Lord's 
will." 

He calmly and qnietly made arrangements for the disposal of all he 
had, and arranged for his funeral as though it had heen an ordinary 
matter of business. 

Not long before his last breath he told his wife, Jesns Christ and all 
His angels were come for him, and asked her if she did not hear the 
sweet music of heaven. 

A funeral sermon was preached in Hope Street Chapel by Mr. E« 
Benson. 



Snnbas iSr|[ooI Column* 

THE CHTLDEHN'S FRIEND. 
Luke xviii. 16. 

My deab young Friends, — ^Let me 
tell you a little about tiie love of 
Jesus. You kiiow, wlien He was 
upon earth. He took little ciiildren 
into His arms and blessed them. 
This illustrates that He loved little 
children very much. Our Saviour's 
disciples were angry because motuers 
were bringing their little children to 
Him to receive His blessing: but 
Jesas said, '' Suffer little chil iren to 
come unto Me, and forbid them not ; 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
dear young friends, wiiat encou- 
ragement for you to go to Jesus in 
prayer, knowing He will not send 
you away ! Truly He is the " Chil- 
dren's Friend." How often we tind 
in the world that little children are 
scarcely noticed ! Not so Jesus ; for 
He was always fond, while upon 
earth, of little children. He says, 
" Except ye become as a little child, 
ye cannot enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven;" and again, "SuSer little chil- 
dren to come unto Me," &c. 

You are not too young to come to 
Jesus, for the younger you are, the 
better Jesus is please*!. He loves all 
those who give Him their heart. 
Listen! — 

** A flower, when offered in the bad, 
Is no vain sacrifice." 

I will tell you a story of a dear 
little lamb, whom Jesus, the " Good 
Sliepherd," gathered unto Himself in 
glory. She was early brouglit to 
Jesus, and she was early takeu from 



this world. She told her companions 
that she sometimes fell asleep on 
these words: "Underneath are the 
everlasting arms." She said that she 
did not know how it was, but 8ome« 
how she felt that Jesus was always 
near her. When seized with her last 
illnei^s, and told that the doctors 
thou(;ht she would not live long, she 
looked quite composed, and said, " I 
am very happy at that." She said 
she could not love Jesus enough here, 
and that she would like to be with 
Jesus, and then she would love Him 
as she ou^ht. To her tender, watch- 
ful relative she said, " I wonder yoa 
are looking so grave ; I am surprised 
at it : for I think I am the happiest 
person in the house. I have every 
temporal comfort; and then I am 
going to Jesus." After a companion 
had been with her, she said, " Mar- 
garet quite entered into my happiness. 
She did not look grave, but smiled. 
That shows how much she loves me." 
When sitting, one evening, with her 
head resting on a pillow, she was 
asked, " Is there anything the matter, 
my darling ?" " Oh !" she said. " I 
am only weak; I am quite hflppy. 
Jesus has said, *Thou art mine. 
Another day, when near her last, one 
said to her, " Have you been praying 
much to-day ?" '* Yes," she replied, 
"and I have been trying to praise 
too." "And what have yni been 
praising for?" "I praise God," she 
said, " for all the comforts I have ; I 
praise Him for many kind friends. 
You know He is the Foundation of 
all, and I praise Him for taking a 
sinner to glory." O dear young 
friends, may you seek first the king- 
dom of heaven, and then you will be 
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prepared, come what may. You will 
tlien die a similar death to this little 
girl I have been lelhng 3 oa of. 

We may learn two or three lessons 
from the deaih of this little girl. 
First : That it is better to mind reli- 
gion when young. Secondly: That 
it is the only way in order to be use- 
iful. Tiiirdly: That it is tlie best 
preparation for death, and, finally, a 
^afe introduction to the New Jeru- 
salem above. 

** Around the throne of God in heaven 
Thousands of children stand. 
Children whose pins are all forgiven, 
A holy, happy bond." 

'' Suffer little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not ; for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." 
•*My son, give me thine heart." 
May yoii, my young friends, obey the 
voice of Jesus ; that is, ** Follow Me." 
Delay no longer, for you do not know 
what a day may brin;; forth. 

Thomas Heath, Junior. 

€9llthu antr |[uoIIejttiotts« 

BiB)NWARD. 

THE POST-BOY AND PRIME MINISTEB. 
(Concluded from page 24.) 
Gaaduallt the Duke came to consult 
him about everything, even the vexed 
questions of statesmanship and the 
complications of Italian politics. He 
ma<ie him keeper of his privy purse, 
and sent him on a private diplomatic 
mission requiring singular delicacy 
of dealing, and found that the English 
groom had quite tact and discretion 
enough for its successful management. 
The Duke soon formed a habit of 
leaning his whole mental weiglit upon 
Thomas Ward's practical, clear- 
headed commcm sense. He could not 
do without him, but lie was anxious 
that the ioflueuce should be no longer 
in the background : he would delight 
to honour the man to whom he felt 
indebted. But Thomas Ward refused 
the portfolio of a minister ; said he 
was an uneducated Yorkshire groom, 
who would feel thoroughly out of 
pl/ice in the cabinet, and that he 
could serve his master more effectively 
in his present humble sphere as con- 
fidential servant. Some years his 
refusal continued ; but on the Duke'a 



showing to him the inexpediency of 
the real privy councillor being a 
mere valet. Ward submitted to be 
named minister of finance and to he 
elected a baron. 

Here is his own view of his extra- 
ordinary elevation, in a letter to an 
English gentleman : '* It is God's 
work alone, and I am a mere tool He 
has been pleased to make use of. 
Think of a boy torn from school in 
the ninth year of his age, placed in 
livery stablesi, without education, con- 
cluding treaties! Must not this be 
the work of God ? Most certainly, it 
is His work ; and may I always be 
thankful to Him, and prove as worthy 
as we earthly being's can be for His 
bountiful kindness." 

Wlten this was the spirit of the 
man, we wonder not t]^t he kept 
calm amid coming revolutionis. 

We are told that the first news 
he had of his being created a Baron 
was when he saw the title before his 
name in some State papers, which he 
ordered to be erased as a mistake. 
His coat of arms was devised by the 
Duke himself— for of course the Eng- 
lish groom had none : as a distin- 
guished mark of favour, his highness 
of Lucca conferred on him armorial 
bearings, compounded of the golden 
fleur-de-lis of France, and the silver 
Cross of Savoy. Ward requested 
that he miglit have something of 
England attached; English John 
Bulls as supporters ; and so the he- 
raldic record of the arms of Baron 
Ward ends thus : Supporters, two 
B ulls, regardant, proper. Some of the 
success of his ministry may be told in 
his own wordi^, quoted in a letter to 
his father ; words not remarkable for 
elegance, or even for grammatical 
correctness ; but it should be remem- 
bered, tliat his groom's English had 
long; ago been supplanted by courtly 
Italian for every-day talk ; he had 
taken considerable pains to improve 
himself in the three continental 
tongues, which were subsequently 
of much service to him in matters 
diplomatic. 

** All lias gone for the best," writes 
the Prime Minister to his father the 
groom, " and I hope, with the help of 
God, in whom alone I place my con- 
fidence, all will continue so. I havd 
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had many changes in life, — ^wonderfol 
changes, for a man of my humble 
educatiun. When I returned last from 
EngJand," whither he had been accus- 
tomed to go every season for the 
purchase of horses, '* the whole of the 
Duke's administraiiou was 04mfided to 
me; I was successful, and everytiiing 
went well : after Mards, a very serious 
quesiion arose between the Duke of 
Lucca and the Graud Duke of Tus- 
cany, wijich lasted fur two years, and 
which ended very disagreeably by the 
Graud Duke protesting publicly. At 
that lime I was Finance Minister 
and State Councilior ; uur Minister of 
1^'oreigu affairs, wiio had had the above 
affair in his hands, had given it up as 
impossible to make anything moie of 
it. My spirit would not allow me to 
see a scaudal of that kind given up 
60 cowardly. Some said I was a fool, 
some, that I was presumptuous, or 
an ignorant fellow. I let them all 
have their talk, and set to work. I 
was bo successful, that in two montts, 
time, the Grand Duke was so con- 
Tiuced of his wrong, that he was 
obliged to withdraw his protest, which 
liad been publicly placarded by his 
government through this Duciiy — 
and confirmed the Duke of Lucca 
right to his credit, against tlie Duke 
of Tuscany*8 right, in two millions of 
Hvres; and in three weeks' after- 
wards, I signed anotWer treaty for 
a customs union between the two 
states, and was fortunate enougii to 
succeed as well in the raising of a 
public loan. AH at once, I found 
myself launched into the world 
without knowing how I got there, 
and for why do all make such a fuss 
of me. Invitations on all sides, all 
ftdmiring a wonderful talent I know 
nothing of." 

A marked characteristic of this 
man was his humility. His sim- 
phcity and singleness of aim in state 
affairs otten astonished the most 
practised diplomatists. " I have had 
a hard fight witli the government 
here," he writes once from Vienna, 
" which has by God's inspiration given 
me the opportunity to baffle all the 
learned meu on the point of right. 
My simple straightforward system 
gives me great strength." 

Honours rather puzzled and 



alarmed than gratified him. '' I am 
always afraid and annoyed when I 
have to go up one step higher, fearing 
the consequences of falling from a 
slender ladder when so high up. As 
to titles and honours, I really do not 
know what to make ot them, as they 
are of no use, except for a sJiow at a 
Court Ball ; " and to show of any sort 
his strong manly sense was averse. 

Through all his letters there is 
what may be called a Cromwellian 
strain uf dependence on divine Pro- 
vidence, in which he so firmly 
believed, as guiding him in the 
smallest matters. When he was 
ambassador at Vienna, Hud had re- 
ceived tlie sanction of Russia and 
Austria in his plans for Parma, he 
writes, "So much for poor Tom 
Ward's exertions. You see, sticking 
to right, and going straightforward 
has the help of God with it ; and the 
feeble one with patience and perse- 
verance finds pn>tection." 

In tlie year 1848, when the Duke 
his master had been driven to abdi- 
cation, he says, " It will be difficult to 
know where I shall get to. or what 
may become of me for the present ; 
I trust iu God, and fear no man, and 
I doubt not, but I shall work my way 
through." 

Tlds was the time when the 
government of Tuscany sought to 
obtain his services, supposing he 
would, after Italian fashion, readily 
leave the conquered party for the 
conquerors. His reply, evinced his 
integrity : *' The more," he said, " the 
Duke was sunk in misfortune, the 
truer I will stick to him : " thus 
carrying out his own principle ; sup- 
port what is right and just, and live 
and die by the consequences ; trusting 
solely to God, against whose will all 
the craft of thousands is useless, and 
with whose supp«)rt, the frown of 
thousands can do no harm. 

Baron Ward was Prime Minister 
during the reign of two Dukes, and 
then came his turn of disfavour. The 
Duchess, in the beginning of 1854, 
sent him into banishment, in obe- 
dience to a certain popular outcry. 
Well was it for him that he had not 
staked all his happiness upon courtly 
approval, but had, tlirough all his 
eminence, kept the fireside of home 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



74 



OOLLSOTIONi AHD RBOOLLlOTIONf. 



wann by the love of his heart. This 
was his cherished retreat from the 
splendid cares of office, this was his 
abundant solace in eule ; wife and 
children he found dearer society than 
princes and nobles. Before lus for- 
tunes were on the wane, he made 
provision for his humble English 
relatives in a sensible and suitHble 
manner. It was not much trouble 
for him to descend from an elevation 
he 1 1 ad climbed with reluctance. He 
undertook a lurge farming establish- 
ment in the neighbourhood of Vienna, 
and spent his last few years in domes- 
tic happiness ; which two last words 
contain more of the delights of ex- 
istence, than all the terms expressive 
of pre-eminence and earthly ^lory. 

Baron Ward died in 1858, aged 
forty -nine years, and he has left us a 
memorable example how integrity, 
talent, and couruge can raise a man 
from the lowest position to ride on 
the high places of the earth, and to 
be an honour to his native country," 

'*From lowest place, when rirtxiOTU things 
proceed. 
The place is dignified by the doer's deed; 
The property by what it is, shcnld go. 
Not by the title. Honours best do thrive, 
When rather from our acts we them 

derive 
Than otu: foregoers." F. J. D. 



THE BETUBN OF THE BIBDS. 

" Be kind to the litde birds." This 
month is one of peculiar interest to 
every lover of our little visitor song- 
sters. Our feathered friends that 
stay winter with us are now busy 
with their nests, and those widen 
leave us for a warmer climate return 
to us attain this month. Who can 
view without pleasure the return of 
the swallow and the cuckoo, those 
certain harbingers of a coming sum- 
mer? The common swallow, the 
house marten, and small land marten 
generally make their appearance 
during the second and third weeks ; 
and tiie swift or black swallow gene- 
rally about the 28th or 29th of the 
mouth. The little warblers, too, 
amongst which are nightingales, 
come about the middle, and enliven 
both daj and night with their varied 



songs. We have, however, no good 
authenticated account of nightin- 
gales ever reaching the Peak of 
Derbyshire. Occasionally they have 
been heard near Derby, but these 
are only rare instances. In some 
parts of Nottinghamshire they are 
not scarce, and their nests are often 
found. 

THE iLTMOSPHEBE. 
The atmosphere is supposed to ex- 
tend to about the height of forty-five 
or fifty miles ; if this calculation is 
correct, a column of air of that length 
presses upon all bodies on tlie surface 
of the earth equally in every direction 
with a force amounting to nearly 
fifteen pounds weight upon evei7 
square inch. Variations in atmo- 
spheric pressure, 'arising from heat 
evaporation, and other causes, are 
continually taking place; the 
greatest pressure being during the 
months of February and June, and 
the least during October, November, 
and December. 

EVAPOBATION. 
The immense evaporation proceeding 
from the earth, even in tlie hottest 
seasons, supplies the air constantly 
with moisture, and as every square 
foot of this element, can sustain 
eleven grains of water, an abundant 

§ revision is made for every demand, 
'he continual escape of moisture 
from one body and its imbibition by 
another, — ^this unremitting m»tion 
and circulation of matter, are parts 
of that wonderful ordination, where- 
by the beneficence and wisdom of 
Providence are manifested. Without 
the agency of evaporation, no vege- 
tation could exist, no animal lif^ 
continue. 

MlwlllBiVittSUti. 

HOW TO BEO^TBE WOSLP. 
Mb. S. Dbxw remarka, "M^r master 
growing inattentive to ms shoe- 
. making, many of my friends advised 
me to commence businesa for myself. 
When thus recommended to begin 
businesa on hia own account, all the 
cash he could command of his own 
waa fourteen shilliDga. To hia.fatl^^' 
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he applied for assistance; but the 
old man, constitutionally timid, espe- 
cially aboat secular undertakings, 
refused to aid him. A miller with 
whom he was acquainted, then a 
pious man, was particularly urgent 
for him to commence. Mr. Drew 
stated to him his difficulty, and his 
friend replied, *» That shall not liinder 
you from beginning. I'U lend you 
five pounds upon the security of your 
good character, and more if that's 
not euough ; and I'll promise not to 
demand it till you can conveniently 
pay me." This generous oflfer was 
accepted. 

• At this juncture Dr. Franklin's 
" Way to Wealth " feU into his hands. 
The pithy and excellent advice of 
" Poor Richai d " delighted him. He 
placed it in a conspicuous situation 
in his chamber, and resolved to follow 
its maxims. 
" Vessels large may venture more. 

But little boats should keep near shore,*' 
was applied to a practical purpose at 
the very outset. He took part of a 
small house, at a low rent, and ** cut 
his garment according to the cloth." 
'* It is better to go to bed supperless 
than to rise in debt," was another 
maxim upon which he acted ; and he 
took care that the "sound of his 
hammer " should be heard '* from five 
in the morning till ten ^t night." 
'' Eighteen hours out of the twenty- 
four, * he has said, " did I regularly 
work, and sometimes longer ; for my 
friends gave me plenty of employ- 
ment; and until the bills became 
due, I had no means of paying wages 
to a journeyman. I was indefati- 
gable ; and at the year's end I had 
the satisfaction of paying the five 
pounds which had been so kindly 
lent me, and finding myself, with a 
tolerable stock of leather, dear of the 
world." A.B. 

PBOPBRTY IN RELATION TO 
CONSCIiiNCE. 

When property is looked at from a 
higher stand-point, and in relation to 
a higlier sphere, it is not the absolute 
possession of any creature. And 
hence no creature has an absolute 
right to do witli his property as he 
pleases. He is bound to consult the 
pleasure of the original and absolute 



Proprietor. In the case, again, of 
this absolute Proprietor Himself, the 
question of lawfulness, in relation to 
his disposal of what is His own, does 
not, strictly speaking, come in at all. 
As original Proprietor, He is not 
under law. There is no one above 
Him to be His lawgiver. But yet 
His will, being will, is merely will, 
and is hence as truly under an impe- 
rative as is the will of any of His 
creatures, — the imperative of His 
own infinite conscience. No moral 
being whatsoever can have a right to 
be capricious in will. Even an infi- 
nite Being can have no right to do 
anything that is wrong. To advocate 
for Him such a right is, in thought, 
to extinguish within Him, or to 
ignore in relation to Him, tliat moral 
constitution which is the basis of His 
highest gloxy. It is impossible to 
conceive that even God could ever 
have a right to shut out His own 
infinite intellisrence, and infinite 
heart, from their legitimate play 
upon His infinite will. And hence 
we have no right to suppose that^ 
in those spheres of operation in which 
there is scope for the play of reason 
or of love — God ever did, or ever 
will do, anything, at the instance of 
mere will. In all such spheres of 
operation. He wills to do only what 
His infinite reason commends to His 
choice, or what His infinite reason 
and love combined agree in com- 
mending. — l)r, MorUon. 

LIVES OP BOOKS. 
There are books that have been read 
for a thousHud years, and will be for 
another decade of centuries; and 
there are books that have been utterly 
forgotten a month after publication. 
The first is an instance of tne long- 
living, and the second of the evanes- 
cent, elements in literature. Homer 
has been a name for more than two 
thousand years ; and Chaucer has 
been read for now five hundred. 
Milton will last as long as literature 
has a name ; and Shakespeare, it is 
generally said, will live to the end of 
the world. But, on the other hand, 
how many volumes, published in the 
course of one year, are never heard 
of in the other; and how many 
authors there are, of whom one never 
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hears anything within a few short 
months after the publication of their 
hooks. — The Bose, the Shamrock ^ and 
the ThUtle, 

ECONOMY IS WEALTH. 

There is nothing which goes so far to- 
wards placing young people beyond 
the reach of poverty as proper eco- 
nomy in the management of house 
affairs. A man gets a wife to Hssist 
him in his journey through life, to 
educate and prepare their ciiildren for 
a proper station in life ; and not to 
dissipate his property. The husband's 
interest should be the wife's care, and 
her greatest ambition to carry her no 
further than his welfare or happiness, 
together with that of her children. — 
. Tiiis should be her sole aim, and the 
theatre of her exploits is the bosom 
pf her family, where she may do as 
much towards making a fortune as 
he can in the counting-room or the 
work-sliop. It is not the money 
earned that makes a man wealthy; 
it IS what he saves from his earnings. 
Self-gratification in dress, or indul- 
gence in appetite, or more company 
that his pur.-e can well entertain, are 
equally pernicious — Hcientifio Ameri- 
can, 

THE BENEDICTION. 
The benediction should not be pro- 
nounced in a perfunctory manner, 
nor as if it were a priest's blessing, 
but with the primitive simplicity. 
The early custom for the lector to 
commence with the words, " Peace be 
with you," and for the congregation 
to reply, " And with thy spirit," was 
expressive of that sympathy which 
should exist between pastor and peo- 
ple, and should be implied in the 
benediction also. Some prefer to 
use the form, ** be with us all," in- 
stead of ** be with you all." If this 
preference be from any fear of priest- 
ism, it is enough to say that Paul 
uses these words, but only in the 
affectionate spirit of a brother. Might 
not other passages of Scripture, be- 
sides that of 2 Cor. xiii. 14, be occa- 
sionally used ; as Num. vi. 24, Eph. 
vi. 23, Heb. xiii. 20, 21 ? We may 
ask, if it is not better to give the text 
in its native simplicity than to para* > 
phrase it?-*i{w. J. 8, Pearsall, 



A RUSSIAN RELIGIOUS SECT. 
Sir S. Bentham, when in Bussia, on 
, going along one of the roads, saw 
a pole for drawing up water with 
a bucket fixed at an unusually great 
heigitt, tried whether much force was 
required to immerse and raise the 
bucket when filled witti water. He 
found it was easily effected, but as he 
looked whether the water was clean, 
an old Raskolnik, imHgining the 
heretic was about to drink, called <>ut 
to him to wait till he liad brought 
liim a glass. Bentham was about to 
throw the water back into the well, 
when the old man ran to prevent him. 
He afterwards learnt that the Has- 
kolniks, besides considering it a sin to 
dhnk after a person not of their own 
religion, even do not drink out of a 
vessel Uiat has been used by their 
wives, and had the water been thrown 
back again into the well, it must 
have been re-consecrated. 

STYLE OF PREACHING 
RECOMMENDED TO YOONG MEN 
BY MR. WESLEY. 

In Wesley's Journal, under date of 
Thursday, July 18, 1765, is the fol- 
lowing entry:-'* In the evening, I 
began expounding the deepest part of 
Holy Scripture, namelv, the First 
Epistle of St. John, by which, above 
all other, even inspired writings^ I 
advise every young preacher to form 
his style. Here are sublimity and 
simplicity together, the strongest 
sense and the plainest language ! 
How can any one that would * speak 
as the oracles of God,' use harder 
words than are found there ? " 

Unity of Christ's Church. — ^The 
real unity of the Church is a unity of 
truth, of faith, and of life ; and this 
may co-exist with external diversity. 

Free Gospel Magazine, Elliot Stock, 

02, Paternoster Row, London. 
The January number of this poptdar 
and useful magazine is the first of 
the seventh volume, and contains an 
excellent portrait ' of Mr. James 
Greenhalgh, of Manchester. The 
body of Christians who issue tliis 
little work number under dOOO mexn* 
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bers ; they employ no paid preachers, 
it being a part of the constitution of 
their society for every oflScer, high or 
low, in their varioas churches to he 
able to say, *' I am chargeable to no 
man, for these hands have ministered 
to my necessities." Amongst a Chris- 
tian body so small as that of onr 
Free Gospel friends, the magazine is 
really a very respectable production, 
calculated to do a deal of good. The 
subjects it contains are— original ar- 
ticles, biography, the state of their 
churches and Sunday schools, and 
other subjects interesting to the 
general reader. We wish the work 
every success, and we trust the body 
of Christians to whom it belongs will 
prosper and increase both in numbers 
and usefulness. 

The IJue, Elliot Stock, Paternoster 

Bow, London. 
The fifth volume of this useful little 
work for Sunday scholars, teachers, 
and families was issued in last De- 
cember. Through these five years it 
has kept up the character it at first 
gained, and has also, we hope, in- 
creased in sale. The volume con- 
tains a series of useful lessons for 
Sunday classes, outlines of addresses 
for superintendents of schools, and 
essays oa dififerent branches of Sun- 
day school work. The book is 
printed on good paper, is well got up, 
and certninly deserves every encou- 
ragement. 

The Little Gleaner, Houlston and 
Co., 7, Paternoster Buildings, Lou- 
don. 
This little book continues as in- 
teresting as ever. Although small in 
size, it well deserves the extensive 
patronage it has gained, and should 
be bought by all Sunday school 
teachers and scholars, ite articles 
being such as cannot fail, under God's 
blessing, to do good. 

Mothers' Treasury, 28, Paternoster 

Row, London. 
A ooon penny serial, well worth its 
cost, for distribution amongst parents, 
Sunday scholars, and the general 
public. The articles are well written, 
and calculated to do much good 



WESLEYAN EEFOBM UNION. 

It is important that all our churches 
should bear in mind the words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ : " One is your 
Master, even Christ ; and all ye are 
brethren." This is intended to teach 
US love to each other, and co-opera- 
tion in the labour of the Ciiurch for 
the glory of God. Work and prayer 
shonld now be our aim. There are 
so many things to draw o£f the hearts 
of men from God. Our youth are so 
beset with influences in opposition to 
' the simple blessed Gospel, tliat now 
is reall> tlie time for Wesleyan Reform 
Churches to awake and put on 
strength. Summer months are now 
coming. Excursion trains will be the 
order of the day. Many temptations 
will be presented. Our Sabbath 
scholars will be drawn away from us. 
Many of our young converts wiU be 
in great danger. Ought not all 
Sabbatli-scliool superintendents and 
teachers to work and pray? Our 
class leaders and preachers may find 
it harder work to get the people to 
their meetings and God's house. We 
must pray and work. 

The resolution of the last delegate 
meeting on Sabbath observance was : 

" That tiiis meeting feels strongly 
the necessity of doing something to- 
wards the prevention of Sabbath 
desecration, caused by the prevalence 
of Sunday and other excursion trains, 
and recommends our friends to dis- 
countenance the same." 

We would su$;gest that this be read 
to all our members in class and our 
congregations, also in all our Sabbath- 
schools. We must, as the watchmen 
of Israel, lift up our voice and warn 
the people. 

We have great pleasure in asking 
onr members to read the report from 
the St. Just church. May the word 
of the Lord run and be glorified in 
all our churches ! 

Ashby -de-la- Z ouch. — " We have 
had a very good quarter day. A 
great improvement in cash matters, 
and I trust w^e are looking up a bit 
as a circuit. The desire of my heart 
is that we may be enabled to extend 
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our borders, and that the work of God 
may prosper with us. May God 
bless and prosper yoor labours, is 
my prayer." 

Wibsey. — " Our missionary meeting 
at Mountain was well attended, and 
the spirit of the meeting was a little 
enthusiastic. Brothers J. Cole, W. 
Sharp, T. Croft, and E. Barley ad- 
dressed the meeting. At Slack Side 
the attendance was oot so good. 
The Rev. J. Innes, Independent 
minister, Brothers Packett, Barley, 
Croft, and W. Robertshaw deli- 
vered speeches in the meeting. 
Collections were made at the close of 
each meeting.*' 

Coventry.--'* The report lastquarter 
was that all our congregations were 
improving, but we cannot say we 
have any increase in our churches. 
We have all been at work trying to 
get our chapels out of debt, which we 
hope to see done soon. We need a 
little more missionary spirit among 
us. Not much in this way done with 
us in this circuit." 

8l Just. — The Secretary writes: 
''Your letter came to hand in due 
course. I am glad that we have a 
people who sympathise with us in 
the great and good work of soul- 
saving. Our congregations still keep 
up. Our numbers now are about 130. 
On Sunday, March 23rd, we had 
fresh manifestations of good: two 
souls converted, the chapel crowded. 
It appears to me tl^at we are gaining 
ground every way. Our members 
like freedom, and because they have 
something to do in the management 
of the internal affairs, they are work- 
ing with a will. Your last letter 
stated that you should like for us to 
have a circuit here. Well, our Church 
looked about, but it appeared every 
place of any consequence has its 
chapels. We instituted public service 
in a house about half a mile off, and 

great good attended our efforts. We 
ad not been long there before we 
met with strong opposition, and the 
man at whose house we met was told 
' that if he allowed us to hold meet- 
ings tliere, he should suffer lor it.' 
The consequence was he could not 
aUow the meetings to be carried on 
there. However, half a dozen places 
were offered to us, yet in every way 



possible we are hindered. But we 
are gaining ground. We are just 
now like a tree sending its roots 
downward, and takin? a fast hold on 
the people. I think our policy is 
before the age, and people are opening 
their eyes to the fact, and are taking 
hold of it. What we want of the 
General Committee is, to send ns 
down, in the month of June, a mis- 
sionary of a lovinpf mind; one that 
will delight in visiting the members 
and tell the world about Jesus. The 
spirit of opposition is here, and we 
want a good preacher, so as to keep 
the congregation. We are about to 
have our anniversary tea-meeting, on 
Good Friday ; the trays to be given. 
We are expecting about seven hun- 
dred present. The sum which may 
be realised is to go towards reducing 
the chapel debt. We want to build a 
good vestry to our chapel, and not to 
increase the debt on tJie chapel, if 
possible. The public meeting in the 
evening will be to advocate the cause 
of Good l^emplarism, the members of 
which are going to have a grand 
processicm during tlie day. It was 
first instituted six months ago ; now 
we have 500 members." 

Norwich. — "We have decided to 
build a larger school-room. It is to 
be capable of accommodating 200 
children, and we hope to have it 
ready for opening by the end of May 
next." J. L. 

WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE MEETING.^ 
Held at 8, Exeter Hall, April 4th, 1873. 
Brethren present : Thomas Cham- 
berlain, P. Parker, and W. Nott. 

Brother Nott in the chair. 

Brother Chamberlain opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

The general Secretary beinff on a 
visit to the Ashby-de-la-Zouch Cir- 
cuit, Brother Chamberlain acted ia 
his place. 

The minutes of committee meeting 
held on the 14th of Marcli, were read 
and confirmed. 

Tlie correspondence since the last 
meeting was read and considered. 

Brotliers A. Holland, E. Barley, 
M. Nash, and J. Lord replied to the 
agenda. (BrQi^JJ-bJEVstirOglSolland, 
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H. Nicholls, and J. Lord replied to 
the agenda last month.) 

Missionaries' Reports were read 
and examined. 

Brother Lowis was appointed to 
lahour in Guishoro', from April 19th, 
to May 17 th. 

The missionaries* salaries, amount- 
ing to £21 13s. 4d. ; and also X12 
10s. as the portion of the Secretary's 
salary from the Mission Fund for one 
quarter ordered to be paid. 

The following Book-room accounts 
were ordered to be paid. 

£ 8. d. 
Price, binding . . 16 3 6 

Nelson, printing . .471 
Parker, salary, &c. . . 12 5 10 
Sec. (quarter's salary) . 12 10 

je45 5 5 

The secretary was requested to 
continue the correspondence with Mr. 
A. Beresford of Dudleston Heath, 
and obtain a proper application from 
the church for admission to tlie Union. 

The secretary to write to the L>ed- 
dington circuit, offering his services 
until the next meeting of the com- 
mittee, 

The Book Steward gave the sales 
for the month of Marcli, showing a 
small decrease in the Congregational 
hymn-book and Sabbath school book, 
and a slight increase in the Revival 
bymn-book. 

The meeting concluded with 
prayer. J. L. 



The stewards of each church should 
collect a proper return of the number 
of leaders, members, and members 
on trial, and receive from the school 
officers their returns, so tliat each 
church may have their statistics in 
order for the circuit meeting. Cir- 
cuit secretaries often complain they 
cannot get the returns from the 
churches, let not this be the case 
this year. 

Each circuit secretary will by this 
time have received a proper form to 
be filled up by liim for the names of 
the delegates to represent the circuit 
in the next yearly meeting, and for 
the full statistical returns. We shall 
be obliged to all the secretaries to 
fill up these and return them to the 
general secretary as early as possible 
after their circuit meetings. Should 
any circuit secretary not receive the 
form, please write for one at once. 

The next delegate meeting will be 
held in Bakewell, Derbyshire, on 
Tuesday, Aui^ust the 19th, and follow- 
ing; days. It is hoped that all the 
circuits will send delegates to this 
meeting. The friends at Bakewell 
desire to make the best arrangement 
possible for the brethren, and there- 
fore desire early information as to 
the number likely to attend. 
John Lord, 

General Secretary. 

33, Ordnance Road, St. John's 
Wood, London, N.W. 



SPECIAL MATTEBS. 

As a few of our circuits hold their 
quarterly meetings early in the month 
of June, we take the present oppor- 
tunity of calling the attention of the 
sabbath school ; superintendents and 
secretaries to the subject of the 
Statistical Returns for the next 
delegate meeting. The number of 
teachers; how many are members 
of *the church? The number of 
scholars ; how many have joined the 
church during the year? These 
things should be attended to, and the 
returns properly made to the June 
circuit meeting. Will our school 
officers please attend to this matter ? 
Last year these returns were very 
impei^ect. 



ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH CIBCUIT. 

The quarterly meeting of the above 
circuit was held at Griffydam, on 
Tuesday, March 25th, which was well 
attended, and was one of the best 
meetings we have held for some 
time. It was the wish of all present 
to extend our borders and do our 
utmost for the ingathering of people 
to Christ, and for the revival of the 
Lord's work. We are thankful to 
report that, as a circuit, we are on 
the advance. Special etlbrts are 
being made amongst us in financial 
matters, so that at our quarter board 
more money was paid than at any 
quarter during the past ten years. 
The reports from tlie different so- 
cieties in the circuit were imperfect, 
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80 we cannot exactly say how we are 
situated for increase of members, but 
we are thankful God is amongst us, 
and whatever may be our success, to 
Him be the glory. 

We are thankful to say that our 
new place at the Nailstone Collieries 
is in a very promising state. Our 
little church there consists of fifteen 
members. To God be all the glory ! 
Brothers Adcock and Holmes mis- 
sioned the place, by invitation, on the 
first Sunday in January, the colliery 
proprietor and manager taking great 
interest in the matter. They have 
kindly fitted up a very nice comfort- 
able chapel, twenty-eight feet square, 
with a pulpit, seats, lamps, &c., 
cliarging a rent of only sixpence per 
week which will be returned at the 
year s end. This little place of wor- 
ship is situated some distance from 
any other, so that it may prove a very 
great blessing to tlie neiglibourliood. 
Many of the members who form the 
present society were such as formerly 
belonged to various sections of God'a 
people, but who, for want of means of 
grace near, had gradually settled 
down. Others have been gathered 
up from the world ; and thank God, 
all apparently of one heart, resolved 
to press forward until they reach 
heaven. 

In connection with the above place, 
we have to record the lamentably 
sudden death of one of its first and 
most useful members. Brother Thos. 
Capell, aged twenty-eight years, who 
passed suddenly away on March 17, 
being one of the first fruits of the 
mission in this place. He was at the 
house of Brother Adcock on the Sa- 
turday evening, March 15, apparently 
in good health, and was also at the 
means of grace on Sunday, earnestly 
joining in tlie prayer-meeting on 
Sunday evening, and was the last 
leaving the chapel. On coming out 
he mentioned to his wife that he felt 
cold and shivering as though he had 
the ague, and on Monday morning 
he died. Our deceased brother had 
foiTuerly been a member of the Pri- 
mitives at Heringstone, but had 
ceased to meet widi them for some 
time; but, thank God, his back- 
slidings were healed, and he could 
again rejoice in God his Saviour. 



For the brief space of time he was 
with us, he was a most consistent and 
devoted hardworking Christian man. 
His death was improved by Brother 
Starkey, of Coalville, on the dOth of 
March, from Job vii. 10 : " He shall 
return no more to his house, neither 
shall his place know him any more," 
and a very impressive and solemn 
time it was, and we trust may be a 
blessing to some who were there. 
May God help us all to prepare for 
the hour of death and the day of 
judgment 1 

WOMBWELL, EOTHBRHAM AND 
MEXBRO* CIRCUIT. 
We are thankful to Almighty God for 
His kind dealings towards us, for 
during the past month we have ex- 
perienced much of his presence and 
power to save. We have a very good 
work going on in this neighbour- 
hood. Since the dififerent denomi- 
nations of Christians united and 
began to meet at the different chapels 
for prayer, we have realised the ful- 
filment of that promise, that '* What- 
soever t^vo of you shall agree to ask 
as toucliiiig my kiiigdom, it shall be 
done." It has gladdened our hearts 
to see many who knew not God com- 
mence seeking, witii tearful eyes and 
anxious minds, until by believing in 
Jesus Christ, they become possessed 
of that peace which passes under- 
standing, and filled with that joy 
which cannot be expressed in human 
language. Onr united prayer still is, 
" Oh Lord, revive Thy work !" 



ATTERCLIPFE, SHEFFIELD 
CIRCUIT. 
Brobther Devine commenced labour- 
ing here on January 12th, and ended 
on the 8th February We were very 
low as a society, but he worked hard, 
and believers are quickened, and 
several souls have been saved. His 
success was not, however, equal to 
our wishes, for so many appear to 
remain undecided. We trust the 
Lord will pour out His Spirit upon us, 
and that good times are yet in store. 
A. KNowLE8,^ecretaiy. 
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THE PREACHING OF CHRIST IN NAZARETH. 
LESSON XVHL-Pabt II. Lukb iv. 14-30. 
Ver, 22. — ^Those who heard Christ thus preach to them in the Syna- 
gogue, " bear Him witness." Their reason and conscience approved of 
what He said. They gave their testimony or evidence to the words 
Jesus spake to them. They felt the truth and power, admitting the pro- 
priety of His teaching. They wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of His mouth. Jesus spoke words of grace and of 
faYour. He was meek and lowly in heart, nor wac guile found in His 
mouth. (1 Peter ii. 22.) Grace was poured into Ms lips. (Psalm xly. 2.) 
The words of grace or doctrines of grace which Jesus had preached. The 
Gospel is the News of Gf^ace. The people as they wondered said, is not 
this Joseph's Son ? He had declared Himself the Anointed One. The 
Messiah. The people knew him as Joseph's son. They expected the son 
of a prince, not the son of a carpenter, to be the promised Messiah. We 
ought never to let the poverty and meanness of the condition of any 
be a stumbliog-block to us in receiving their goodness. This Joseph was 
the husband of Mary. He was the reputed father of Jesus. He was by 
trade a carpenter. In his character he was " a just man." He probably 
died before Christ entered upon His public ministry. Some have supposed 
that he died while Jesus was young. 

Ver. 23. — Christ now said unto the people. " Ye will surely say unto 
me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself." A proverb is a short sentence, 
expressing a well known truth ; a wise saying. A physician is one who 
practises physic. " The expression * heal thyself,' does not refer to Christ 
in his personal needs, but means. Tarn thy attention to thy own people, heal 
the broken-hearted in thy own country. It is reported thou hast done 
wonderful works in other places, and particularly at Capernaum ; then heal 
our sick, our lame, our blind, here at home, among thy own kindred and 
acquaintance, otherwise we will not regard thee." Christ is the Physician 
of sin-sick souls, and the characteristics of Christ as a Physician are, 1. 
He is tender. 2. He is wise. 3. He is powerful. 4. He is accessible. 
5. He is infallible. Capernaum was a city on the north-west shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. Its inhabitants did not make a proper use of the signal 
favour of the ministry and miracles of Christ during His residence with 
them. The wicked conduct of the inhabitants drew from Christ a severe de- 
nunciation. (See Matt. xi. 23.) Matthew's custom-house was near to Caper- 
naum. Capernaum now only consists of about six fishermen's cottages. 
Here the traces of a former city are even less than at Bethsaida. The dis- 
tance of Capernaum to Cana was a continuing descent of twenty miles. 

Ver. 24. — Jesus here gives a plain and positive reason why He would 
not make Nazareth the main or chief place of His ministry and miracles. 
JuNB, 1873. a 
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** No prophet is accepted in his own country." Jesus does not say this 
approvingly, or yet as a just reason why the inhabitants of Capernaum 
should not receive Him. He states it as the result of the deep-rooted 
prejudice and ill-feeling of men, and which will not give way to the convic- 
tion of the truth. It is often found that a teacher sent of God is not or- 
dinarily so well received among his own neighbours, as among strangers. 
People look more at the meanness of his family than at the truths he utters. 
They say " Is not this Joseph's son ? " We ought to consider more a 
man's character than his circumstances, his deeds more than his family. 
Vers. 25 and 26. — Christ now-gives to this people examples of two of the 
most famous prophets of the Old Testament, who dispensed their favours 
among strangers, and not among their own countrymen, and that no doubt 
by divine direction. He first refers to the conduct of Elias and says, " Bat 
I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias." Christ 
showed a special regard for widows. (See Mark xii. 42. Luke vii. 12.) 
By the term ** Israel " we are to understand the kingdom of Israel. This 
was in the days of Elias. Elias in the New Testament is the same as 
Elijah in the Old Testament. He was a prophet. This was in the reign 
of King Ahab. Elijah was a native of Tishbe. It was situated in the 
land of Qilead. Elijah as the prophet of the Lord resolutely opposed 
idolatry in his day. King Ahab was a great supporter of idolatry, and 
also his wife Jezebel. The Lord commanded Elijah to go to Gheritli. 
While he was there he was fed by the ravens. (1 Kings xvii. 1-7.) 
Elijah raised to life the son of the widow of Sarepta. (1 Kings xvii. 17.) 
He had put to death four hundred of the prophets of Baal. (1 Kings xviii. 
40.) Elijah fasted for forty days. (1 Kings xix. 8.) We read of two 
more who fasted forty days, Moses (Exod. xxxiv. 28) ; Jesus (Matt, 
iv. 2). Elijah did not die, but at God's command he was taken up to 
heaven in a chariot of fire. (2 Kings ii. 9-12.) This took place 896 years 
before Christ. In the days of this prophet the heavens were shut up three 
years and six months. (See also James v. 17.) In 1 Kings xviii. 1, it is said : 
" In the third year the word of the Lord came unto Elijah, saying ; Go, 
show thyself unto Ahab and I will send rain upon the earth. Matthew 
Henry remarks : " This was not the third year of the drought, but the third 
year of Elijah's sojourning with the widow of Sarepta." As the conse- 
quence of this want of rain there was a great famine. A famine is the 
want of food. Elisha was the successor of Elijah as a prophet. Sarepta 
was a city of Sidon. What we are to understand by a city of Sidon, is a 
city in the neighbourhood of Sidon. Sidon is one of the oldest cities in 
the world. We first read of it in Gen. x. 19. " It is at present known 

as Saide. Its appearance in the distance is rather imposing. The interior, 
however, is most wretched and gloomy. Its present population has been 

estimated at 7,000, and some have said 15,000. They are principally em- 
ployed in spinning cotton, which, with some silk and boots and shoes, or 

'ippers, oi' Morocco leather, form the chief articles of commerce." It is 
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also said, ^< glass was first mannfactared in Sidon." Elijah was sent to a 
woman that was a widow. He was not sent to anj of the widows in Israel. 
He was only sent to this widow of Sarepta, to a woman that was a Sidonian. 
Qod's ways are not as onr ways, neither does He always act as man judges 
to be most likely, but as seems good in His sight. 

Ver. 27. — " There were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisens the 
prophet.'* This disease is very loathsome and painful. The body of the 
person in it is covered with a white scale. This disease is contagious, 
infecting even the garments and houses of the diseased. It was considered 
incarable by any human means. The prophet that was in Israel at this time 
was Eliseus. The name given to this person in the Old Testament is 
Elisha. He was the son of Shaphat. (1 Kings xix. 19.) He was of 
the city of Abelmeholah. (1 Kings xix. 16.) He was mocked by the 
children of Bethel. (2 Kings ii. 23.) Elisha performed many miracles. 
(Notice 2 Kings ii. 19-22 ; 2 Kings iv. 1-18.) He prophesied 65 years. 
He died 837 years before the birth of Christ. (2 Kings xiii. 30, 31.) 

The leper that was cleansed in the day of Elisha was Naaman the Syrian. 
(2 Kings v. 1-15.) This Naaman was a captain of the host of Syria, 
under King Benhadad. These instances may have been referred to by our 
Lord, to show that He did not bestow the favour of his miracles by per- 
sonal or private respect, but according to the faith of the people and the 
providence of God. He in his public teaching often met with stronger 
faith among Gentiles than among the Jews. 

Ver. 28. — The people that heard Jesus were now filled with wrath. 
How uncertain are the opinions and affections of the multitude ; compare 
the twenty- second verse with this. They were pleased with the graceful 
words and manner of Christ in that verse; but here, in words equally grace- 
ful, but more powerful upon their consciences and against their prejudices, 
they felt the application to themselves, and they were filled with wrath. 
They forgot the proverb, " Faithful are the wounds of a friend." (Prov. 
xxvii. 6.) We must rise above this feeling of wrath, when the truth 
kindly uttered wounds us, and kiss the hand that smites us. 

Ver. 29. — The people, now "rose up." Mr. Wesley says, ^^ And all in 
the synagogue were filled with fury.'^ They were all in a tumult at once. 
O ungrateful and unhappy Nazareth I They thrust Him out of the city. 
Bead the conduct of the Samaritans. (John iv. 40.) They led Him unto 
the brow of the hill, whereon their city was built. They accounted Him 
not fit to live. They made an attempt upon His life, by intending to cast him 
down headlong. What a display of the wickedness of the heart of man 
wfcen it acta out its own wickedness ? Let us pray for the Lord to give 
us a new heart, and to renew a right spirit within us. 

Ver. 30. — " Jesus passing through the midst of them, went his way." 
what means he did this we are not told. Read the following passages, 
John V. 13 ; viii. 59 ; x. 39, 40 ; xviii. 6. He might therefore have ac- 
complished his deliverance by a word or a look, or ^^h^. Iji^d^^jgraculous 
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restraint npon them, so as safely to pass through the crowd. The only 
reason of this conduct to Christ was because He told them of God's 
favours to the Gentiles as shown in the conduct of the two prophets, Elijah 
and Elisha. Jesus would have gathered Nazareth, but they would not. 
How desolate is their City left compared to what it was. We ought to 
receive the truth with thankfulness, however against our own feelings and 
customs. Shall we in the wrath of our hearts keep Jesus from entering? 
He stands at the door and knocks. (Rev. iii. 20.) Will any of our 
youthful readers, say—** Gro thy way for this time ; when I have a con- 
venient season I will call for thee ? *' (Acts xxiv. 25.) But rather let us 
say — 

** And can I yet delay 

My little all to give ? 
To tear my soul from earth away, 

For Jesus to receive 7 

" Nay, but I yield, I yield ; 
I can hold out no more ; 
I sink, by dying love oompell'd, 
And own Thee conqueror." 

J. Lord. 



THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT PHTTiADELPHIA. 
Rev. iii. 7-8. 
I. Cbbist's Character and Authority. ** And to the Angel of the 
Church in Philadelphia write ; These things saith He that is holy, He 
that is true, He that hath the key of David, He that openeth, and no 
man shutteth : and shutteth, and no man openeth." 

First : The Holiness of Christ. ** These things saith He that is holy." 
As God, Christ is essentially and eternally holy. His holiness is unde- 
rived, infinite, and universally felt. The angels in heaven perpetually 
do cry unto Him, ** Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, who was, and 
is, and is to come." As man He is holy ! He was called ** the holy 
Child Jesus." His humanity, His life. His teaching, are free from pol- 
lution. He is the Holy One of Israel. As God He is mighty to save ; 
as man He is appointed to save all who come unto God by Him. His 
righteousness is perfect ; His atonement is complete. He is a perfect 
Saviour, and He saves man perfectly and eternally. 

Second: The trntu'vlness of Christ is tavght in this letter to the Church 
at Philadelphia, ** He that is true." Jesus said to Thomas, " I a^a 
the way, the truth, and the life." He is the true and living God. He 
is the source of all possible truth. He is the Alpha and the Omega of 
creation, providence, and revelation. The truth, the beauty, the good- 
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ness in the universe point to Christ as their eternal fountain. Christ is 
the sun of all things. How glorious is Christianity I It is the inter- 
preter of man and God. 

Third : The authority of Christ. " He that hath the key of David, 
he that openeth, and no man shutteth ; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth." David had power over his entire kingdom ; he was a type of 
Christ in this particular. Christ has all power in heaven and on earth. 
He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He shutteth, and no man 
openeth ; he openeth, and no man shutteth. Christ is holy, true, and 
absolute in power. 

n. Chbist calls the Church to labour. ** I know thy works : 
behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it : 
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 
denied My name." 

First : The Fhiladelphian Church was called to laborious action. The 
Head of the Church had opened a door of usefulness to the Christians in 
that city — a door which neither devils, nor wicked emperors, nor wicked 
men could shut — and it was their imperial duty to go in at the door thus 
opened, and do the work appointed them. A working Church is sure to 
be a healthy and prosperous one. Action is one condition of health. 
The action of every Church and of every individual Christian is twofold, 
namely, self-development and aggression. Stagnation is death. Holy 
action is life. The doors of progress and missions are ever open to the 
Church. Let us, brethren, enter into these doors in the name and the 
strength of the Captain of our salvation. 

Second: The Christians at Philadelphia were called to labour because 
of their strength and orthodoxy, ** For thou hast a little strength, and 
hast kept My word, and hast not denied My name.'' The words, *< little 
strength," may denote their fewness of number and their material 
poverty; certainly they were morally strong; for they had kept the 
word, and had not denied the name of Christ. The strong, the ortho- 
dox, and the faithful are called to labour for Christ. He commandeth 
our strength — our strength of intellect, of heart, of life, and of body. 
In gratitude and love we labour in the cause of our Master. Being 
saved ourselves, we are anxious that others of our race should become 
partakers of the precious faith of the Gospel. Christians are possessed 
of the philanthropy of their Saviour, and like Him, they go about doing 
good in His most holy and powerful name. The three things here men- 
tioned are sufficient, by God's Spirit, to convert the world, namely — (1.) 
moral strength ; (2.) orthodoxy ; (3.) fidelity. 

in. That Christ will subjugate the enemies of the Church, and 
liAKB them bow at HER FEET. ** Bchold, I will make them of the 
synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie : 
behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know 
that I have loved thee." The subjugation of the enemie^Q^(^ Church 
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is foimded upon— First : The authority of Christ. All power in hAayeB 
and on earth is given nnto Him. He must reign until all enemies are put 
under His feet. Second : It is founded upon the power of the OospeL 
The Gospel is God*s eternal truth and must prevail. Third : It is founded 
upon the growing influence of the Church. The Church's love of life, 
biowledge, and the consecration of her riches to the world's welfare is 
a sure warrant of the final overthrow of the enemies of Christ. <' And 
the seventh angel sounded ; and there were great voices in heaven, say- 
ing, The kingdoms of this world are hecome the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of His Christ ; and He shall reign for ever and ever/' 

lY. Th^t Christ will prbsbrvb His Church w the oreatsst trials 
AND DANGERS. '^Becausc thou hast kept the word of My patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon 
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth/' These words 
show that some great trial awaited mankind, and that during the trial 
God would support and preserve His Church. We shall be preserved 
by the power of God, through faith, unto eternal life. " Now unto Him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God onr 
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen." First : God would preserve them because they had kept His 
word. God honours those who honour Him. Second: Christ would 
visit them speedily. ** Behold, I come quickly ; hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown." 



MEMOIR OF CHRISTOPHER DOXON OF GLOSSOP, IN 
THE SHEFFIELD CIRCUIT. 

Our deceased Brother Christopher Doxon, whose loss we now deplore, 
was born at Spire HoUin, in the township of Glossop, on the 25th October 
1812. At an early age he was sent to the Church Sunday-school at 
Glossop, where he was taught the first principles of religion and morality. 
Being of a musical turn of mind, he left the above school and became a 
singer in Whitfield Wesleyan Chapel, where he continued for many years 
actively engaged as conductor of the choir. About this time, he was 
married to Sarah Bennett, daughter of James Bennett, of Whitfield ; 
she was a member of society, a teacher in the school, and a singer in the 
choir. Not long after he was married, through the stoppage of the mill 
where he was employed, he went to America. Shortly after this, his 
wife's health failed, and he returned to England on this account, in- 
tending on her recovery to go again to America, finding that country 
suited his health better than England. But her i||$f||| (S^J^^M ^^^^^ 
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than he expected, he was necessitated to enter into hnsiness for a liveli- 
hood. 

On his return to this country, he joined the Wesleyan society at Whit- 
field, and hecame, along with his wife, a member of John Wood's clflls. 
He met in class some time before he received what the apostle calls 
the fall assurance of faith ; but at length was able to testify that God 
had, for Christ's sake, pardoned his sins ; which asBurance he retained 
throughout the whole of his Christian life. At length, after a lingering 
illness, his dear wife fell asleep in Jesus. 

Being engaged in business here, he now gave up all thought of re- 
turning to America. In the year 1848, our brother again got married to 
Hannah Woffenden, a member of the Independents at Littlemoor Chapel. 
He still remained connected with the old body of Wesleyans at Whitfield, 
labouring as a teacher in the Sabbath school, and diligently attending all 
the appointed means of grace, until the breaking out of the Beform move- 
ment, in which, although he took no active part, yet he was in his heart 
a thorough Beformer. The Beform party at this time took the Temperance 
Hall, where they commenced a Sunday-school and held divine service. 
After a length of time, they began to think of building a chapel. A sub- 
scription was set on foot, the friends giving what they could ; and Howard 
Street Chapel was the result of their efforts. It was opened on the 5th 
of November, 1854, a day rendered memorable, not only by the gunpowder 
plot, but by the battle of Inkermann being fought on that day. In the 
year 1860, he again had to deplore the loss of his second wife, who also 
fell asleep in Jesus. 

As a member of the Church, our dear brother was devoted to God and 
to His cause. He was noted for his consistency. There was an agree- 
ment between his profession and conduct. As a Christian, he was 
steadfast and persevering in his labours ; there were no ins and outs with 
him. He endeavoured to be a follower of those who, through faith and 
patience, inherit the promises. When spiritual life was low in the church, 
he was the same man still ; and in seasons of revival he was not carried 
away with undue excitement ; we could always rely on him being at his 
post. As a Christian, he was humble, never pushing himself into office 
for the sake of power, place, or honour. 

He was always willing to take the lowest place, obeying the holy 
command, '' in honour preferring one another." He never made a boast 
of his own goodness ; he would often exclaim^ ** By the grace of God, I 
am what I am ; " and '^ I the chief of sinners am, But Jesus died for me ; " 
and **''Tis all my hope and all my plea. For me the Saviour died." As 
trustee of the chapel, he was a worker. He gave his time and money to 
carry on the cause of God. The present alteration, which has been just 
completed, is greatly owing to his influence and support. As a Sunday 
school teacher, successful in his class, being highly qualified by an active 
mind, a good education, and a real desire to do goo4 to his scholars ; 
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and, by strictness and regular attendance to his duties, being seldom ab- 
sent or late, sickness excepted. As a friend and brother, he was beloved 
and respected. His connsel was often sought and listened to by many 
with profit. The Chnrch mooms his loss, bat is able to say, '' Oiur loss 
is his gain. He is gone to be with Jesus, ' which is fieur better ; ' for 
* Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth ; for they 
rest from their labours, and their works do follow them.' " 

His funeral sermon was preached in the Howard Street Reform 
Chapel, Glossop, on Sabbath evening, March 2nd, 1878, to a good con- 
gregation, by Mr. Joseph Ford, a very intimate friend of the deceased. 



OUB BESETnNG SIN. 
Thk bosom-sin is Satan's strongest 
hold, his tower of greatest confidence 
and security, and the most powerful 
to keep a man's heart from all holy 
acquaintance with God. In every 
man there is one human predominant : 
so, also, one work of darkness. And 
it is that which his corrupt and ori- 
ginal crookedness singles out to feed 
upon with greatest sweetness. 

That we may discover what our 
bosom-sin is, let us attend to the 
following: — 1. It is that which our 
truest friends, and ourown conscience, 
and the finger of God in the ministry, 
many times meets with and checks 
us for. 2. It is that which, if it 
break into act, our enemies most 
eagerly observe, and object, as matter 
of our greatest disgrace. 8. It is 
that wfaach we are most loath to 
leave, are oftenest tempted into, have 
the least power to resist, and which 
most hinders the resignation of our 
sonl and body heartily and unreser- 
vedly to God. 4. It is that which 
God most frequently corrects in us, 
even in the acknowledgment of our 
own self-accusing hearts. It may be, 
at several times we have "been 
afflicted with some heavy cross, as 
the loss of a child, bodily pain, 
trouble of mind. Now, in all these, 
upon the first smarting apprehension, 
our conscience, if in any small degree 
awakened, of its own accord seizes 
upon the sin we now seek for, as the 
principal Achan and author of all 



our misery. 5. It is that which we 
are most loath to acknowledge, and 
therefore we try our brains to invent 
evasions, excuses, extenuation, — 
whole cart-loads of fig-leaves, with 
which to colour and cloke this fool 
fiend. 0. Thoughts, plots, and pro- 
jects about it, ordinarily seize upon 
the heart at our first waking ; if it 
has not broken off our sleep and 
troubled us in our dreams. 7. Is 
the darkness of ihe night, if we an 
suddenly awakened with some dread- 
ful thunder, lightning, or terrible 
tempest (if our hearts are not alto- 
gether hardenedj, the guilt and accu- 
sation of our beloved sin is apt to 
come into our mind in the place, and 
with greatest terror. 

If we would truly taste how gra- 
cious the Lord is, in a sweet commu- 
nion with His blessed Majesty; if 
we would be intimately acquainted 
with the mystery of Christ, wherein 
are hid infinite heavenly treasures, 
and such pleasures " as neither eye 
hath seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man'* 
to conceive; if we would ever be 
qualified to walk humbly mth our 
Ood, in the way which is called holy ; 
we must fall out for ever with all sin. 
So must we principally improve all 
our spiritual forces, utterly to demo- 
lish the devil's castle, to dethrone 
that grand empoisoner of the soul, 
the strongest bar to keep out acquain- 
tance and intercourse with God, our 
bosom sin.— i^^i;. R, Bolton, B,D, 

1. This sin may be known by the 
love and tender respect we bear 
toward it, 2. It is that sin that dis- 
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tracts HS most in holy duties. 3. It 
may be known "by its domination, — 
its commanding power over all other 
sins. 4. It is that sin which con- 
science, in a particular manner, doth 
chide a man for. 5. It may be known 
by its being impatient of reproof. 
6. It makes a man notoriously partial 
in his own case. 7. It may be known 
by the covers, and clokes, and fair 
pretences that the sinner hath for 
this sin. 8. If there be any one sin 
more than another that the soul doth 
readily close with, that is its beloved 
sin. 9. That sin which a man wishes 
were no sin. 10. That sin which we 
think of first in the morning and last 
in the evening. 11. That sin which 
most infests us and troubles us in 
our solitudes and retirements. 12. 
That sin that we are wiUing to endure 
greatest hardships and suffering for. 
Uxkortation, — 1. Labour to have 
your heart steeled with a holy courage 
and resolution against this sin. 2. 
Let your repentance be particular for 
your particular iniquity. 3. Beware 
of those things that may occasion the 
commission of this sin. 4. Pray 
unto Gk>d that thou mayest not fiedl 
into such a condition as may draw 
forth that corruption thou art most 
prone to. 5. Learn to suspect things 
that are delightful. 6. Labour to act 
that grace in an especial manner that 
is contrary to thy beloved sin. 7. 
Keep a watch over thy heart. 8. Get 
a respect to all God's commandments. 
9. Lay hold of God's strength, for 
the mortifying of thy beloved sin. 
Motiv0$,'^l. Eight-eye sins and right- 
hand sins are the greatest hindrances 
of the soul's dosing with Christ. 
2. They prove the greatest trouble to 
the soul afterwards. 3. The morti- 
fying of our darling lust is a choice 
evidence of our regeneration. 4. 
Mortification is a duty becoming the 
best of saints while they are in this 
world.— i?«;. B. Needier, B.O.L. 

A.B. 

A PLEASANT DBIKE. 

But of all the repulsive beverages in 
use, taken in connection with the 
peculiar arrangements deemed ne- 
cessary for its orthodox preparation, 
probably no one exceeds in loath- 



someness that of Ava in the F^i 
Islands. This name is applied to 
the root of the Mousropiper methy- 
sticum, which is cheweid by the 
healthy women, the young persons 
whose teeth are souad, and those 
who are free from colds, the chewings 
and saliva being thrown into one 
common receptacle, mingled with 
cold water, and afterwards strained, 
when the liquor is considered ready 
for enjoyment. The courageous 
reader who may at any time be 
tempted to sip a little of this substi- 
tute for nectar, need not feel asto- 
nished should the taste and flavour 
somewhat disappoint his expectations, 
as Captain Wilkes, in his ''Uoited 
States Exploring Expedition," assures 
us that the beverage reminded him 
of a mixture of rhubarb and mag- 
nesia. — Food Journal, 

GOOD IDEA OF DEATH. 
That death and sleep are very much 
alike, the sages all tell us ; but see how 
attractively Leigh Hunt describes the 
latter : — " It is a delicious moment, 
certainly, that of being well nestled 
in bed, and feeling that you shall drop 
gently to sleep. The good is to come 
— not past ; the limbs have been just 
tired enough to render the remaining 
in one position delightful ; the labour 
of the day is done. A gentle failure of 
the perceptions comes creeping over 
one ; the spirit of consciousness dis- 
engages itself more and more with 
slow and hushing degrees, like a 
mother detaching her hand from that 
of her sleeping child ; the mine seems 
to have a balmy lid closing over it, 
like the eye ; 'tis closing, 'tis dosing, 
— 'tis closed. The mysterious spirit 
has gone to take its airy rounds." 

ADVANTAGES OF KNOWLEDGE. 
Knowledoe, in general, expands the 
mind, exalts the faculties, refines the 
taste of pleasure, and opens innumer- 
able sources of intellectual enjoy- 
ments. By means of it, we become 
less dependent for satisfaction upon 
the sensitive appetites; the gross 
pleasures of sense are mom easily 
despised, and we are made to feel the 
superiority of the spiritual to the 
material part of our nature. Instead 
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of being continually solicited by the 
influence and irritation of sensible 
objects, the mind can retire within 
herself, and expatiate in the cool and 
quiet walks of contemplation. 

BEAL UFE mSTOBY. 
Could you have the life of any man 
really portrayed to you, sundrawn, as 
it were— its hopes, its fears, its revolu- 
tions of opinion in each day, its most 
anxious wishes attained; and then, 
perhaps, crystallising into its blackest 
regrets ; such a work, would go far to 
contain all histories, and be the 
greatest lesson of love, humility, and 
tolerance that man had ever read. — 
Friends in Council. 

LOOK FORWARD— BUT WORK. 
It is useless to look forward to 
future prosperity, if the present be 
not occupied towards laying the 
foundation of it. Many cling to a 
distant hope and reject a progressive 
certainty. 
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WESLEYAK REFORM UNION. 
One important part of Church work 
is a proper care for the salvation and 
usefulness of our young people. That 
which is the labour of the Church 
becomes the individual duty of each 
Christian, according to the particular 
influenne and sphere in his or her 
life. Have we ever run and spoken* 
to the young men and women in the 
neighbourhoods in which our chapels 
and preaching-places are situated? 
Young people want to be spoken to. 
They expect us to speak to them. 
They need to be wooed to the Saviour. 
They like to be dealt with in kind- 
ness. There is much that is rough 
and repulsive in the treatment of 
daily life in the business of 
the world. The conversation of the 
Church should be more of the love 
and kindness of heaven. The young 
people of this day will not be driven 
into the Church. They are to be 
drawn by kind efforts, Christian 
words, and holy tempers. There 
should be a difference to them in the 
treatment they receive on the Sabbath, 
and by the Church, to that they re- 



ceive during six days among the 
company of the ungodly in their 
work-places, and, in too many in- 
stances, in their own homes. 

A question may be put : Are we, as 
the officers of the Wesleyan Reform 
Churches, doing all in our power to 
draw the young to tiie Lo^ and to 
the Church ? In these times they are 
much needed ; some of our Ciiurches 
are dying out for the want of them. 
They are, in many respects, the hope 
of the Church. It is time our atten- 
tion was turned more to them. Let 
their real interests be the matter of 
our thoughts and efforts. There is at 
present a cry for the wiEint of suitable 
persons as class leaders. Church offi- 
cers, and preachers, both as local 
and for circuit work. Many of onr 
circuits are not self-sustaining, bat 
are dependent on aids, not always 
the most profitable to the interests of 
our Churches. 

; The subject of keeping at least the 
yonng people in our Sabbath-schools, 
and the children of our families, is 
that to which we ought to look. Can 
there not be instituted, in connection 
with our schools, good select Bible* 
classes, at least one part of the day ? 
Is the old mode of theological classes 
on week-day evenings worth reviving? 
Many of our elderly preachers know 
the good they received from these 
classes in their youth, when the meet- 
ings were properly conducted by the 
presence and inffuence of an elderly 
local preacher. 

If our Churches will but try to 
gather in the young, lead them to 
Jesus, and then, in prudence and 
under the guide of religious experience 
of our elders, give them labour in the 
Church, we shall soon see better days- 
Sheffield.—Broiher jy^vme writes: 
" Between forty and fifty of the scho- 
lars came forward on Sunday after- 
noon, March 2nd, at the close of an 
address in Philadelphia Chapel, and, 
with tears and prayer, sought the 
Saviour. Thirtv-one professed to get 
good, and had their names put down 
to meet in classes prepared for them. 
Some will at once join the r^gcda^ 
classes. To God, indeed, be all tbe 
praise !" 

Guisbro'.—'' We shall be glad to 
keepBrother Lowis for another month 
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after May 18th. We think that when 
his first month is up he will just he 
getting known, and therefore it would 
cripple his usefulness to remove him 
at that time ; hoping that our request 
may be granted, and that God, even 
our God, may .crown our labours with 
abundant success. We had a success- 
ful tea-meeting on Easter Monday. 
About three hundred sat down to tea, 
and nearly all the provisions were 
given. The Lord is working very 
powerfully on some that attend our 
services, and I believe that we shall 
see the work of the Lord revive. May 
it be so, for Christ's sake !" 

Bradford. — " Our quarterly meet- 
ing, held on the 8 1st of March last, 
was unusually encouraging, and our 
statistics show an increase of one, 
and forty- one on trial. Have we not 
cause to thank Ck>d for His goodness ? 
A brother from Bierley Lane, when 
speaking respecting their prosperity, 
said that he had had two of his sons 
'bom again/ and that that was to 
him greater joy than if he had had a 
fortune left him, for now his entire 
family, are journeying to the better 
country. The meeting passed a reso- 
lution requesting each of the churches 
in our circuit to comply with your 
wish, and make a collection for the 
Union expenses." 

Oreens Norton,^*' Not progressing 
much in religious matters. There 
are a few who stUl serve the Lord. 
We have had special services twice 
this last winter, but cannot report 
much increase. I am sorry we have 
not used the Christmas cards. There 
is wanting among us more of the 
missionary spirit, indeed more of the 
spirit of Christ. I pray that the 
Churches in general may have more 
of the Holy Ghost, and that we may 
see better days." 

Quubro\ — May 7th, the Secretary 
writes : ** It is with pleasure I enclose 
P.0.0. for one pound for the mission 
fund. We made a collection on Sun- 
day last, and I send you the result. 
I am glad to tell you that we have 
had three old hardened sinners con- 
verted, and thev have cast in their 
lot with us. We are praying that 
the Lord may add to our numbers, 
and that He may raise up a mighty 
army at Guisbro*, to battle against 



sin and Satan. I hope before long 
to have to tell you of a large increase. 
The Lord grant it may be so, for 
Jesus' sake ! Amen." J. L. 



WESLEYAN BEFOBM UNION 
COMMITTEE MESTXNG. 
Held at 8, Exeter HaU, May 9th, 1873. 
The brethren present were — ^P. Par- 
ker, M. Nash, Thomas Chamberlain, 
W. Nott, T. H. Richard, and J. Lord. 

Brother Nash was voted to the 
chair. 

The meeting was opened by Bro- 
ther Chamberlain engaging in prayer. 

The minutes of the Committee 
Meeting held April 4th were read and 
confirmed. 

The correspondence was read. 

The missionaries' reports were read 
and considered. 

The following brethren replied to 
the agenda : E. Benson, E. Nicholls, 
S. Hereman, E. Barley, R. Porter, 
A. HoUand, W. Wilkinson, E. Court- 
nail, J. Packett, and J. Butler. 

Brother Lowis was appointed to 
Guisbrough till June 7th, and to 
labour in Atterclife, Sheffield Circuit, 
from June the 7th to July 6th. 

At the request of the Sheffield 
District Missionary Committee, for 
the General Committee to find 
Brother Devine employment, the 
Secretary was instructed to offer his 
services to the St. Just Circuit for 
two months, to commence on the 
first Sabbath in July and continue 
till the end of August. 

A cheque was ordered to be drawn 
for missionaries' salaries and board, 
for one for five weeks, for another, 
three weeks; the whole amounting 
to £24 I5s. lOd. 

Mr. J. Dupee paid one pound on 
behalf of the loan to the Wolver- 
hampton chapel. 

The following trade accounts were 
ordered to be paid : — 



Price . 
Nelson 
Rent and gas 
Cowan 



^8 15 9 
.489 
. 12 Id 9 
, 6 18 



The Book 



^31 16 
Steward gave 



8 
the 



monthly statement of, sales, rfiowing 
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a slight decrease on the month, yet 
leaving an increase on the past ten 
months compared with the ten months 
of last year. 

Brother Nott concluded the meetiog 
with prayer. J. L. 

SPECIAL MATTERS. 
DuKTNG this month (June), most, if 
not all our circuits, will have their 
quarterly meetings, and consider the 
matter of sending delegates to the 
yearly meeting. We hope that all 
the circuits will feel the importance 
of being reaUy represented this year. 
Our desire is to draw the churches 
into a closer union, and to ^ve a 
greater interest to our principles and 
co-operation as Churches. Many 
matters of great importance to the 
prosperity of the Union will have to 
be considered. Let all the circuits 
make an effort this jear, and send 
delegates. 

We shall be glad if all the local 
secretaries will please send to us all 
information in reference to any 
chapels having been built, enlarged, 
or improved since the last delegate 
meeting, in August last; also any 
new schools having been built ; with 
the cost of such undertakings, and 
what may be the probable remaining 
debt at the present time. This is 
needful information in the yearly 
report of the Union. 

It would also be an interesting fact 
if we could be instructed as to how 
many of the Sabbath -schools in the 
Wesleyan Reform Union hate, in 
connection with their workings, spe- 
cial religious meetings adapted to the 
benefit of our young people ; if these 
meetings are held on a Sabbath or 
week evenings; also, how many of 
our schools have Bands of Hope con- 
nected, with them. If the local 
secretaries will please give such 
information, it will help to give an 
interest to the Union. 

John Lord, General Secretary. 
38, Ordpance Boad, St. John's 
Wood, London, N.W. 

WE SLEYAN BEFOBM 

ANNIVERSARY, MIDDLESBRO'. 

On Sunday, April 27th, anniversary 

services in connection with the Wes- 



leyan Reform Chapel were held, when 
two sermons, morning and evening, 
were preached by the Rev. J. Packett, 
of Bradford (a former minister of this 
congregation). Large congregations 
attended, and the collections were 
verv good. 

On Monday evening a public tea 
meeting was held in the school-room, 
when a company, numbering about 
150 persons, sat down to tables plen- 
tifully provided, and presided over by 
the following ladies :— Mrs. Sounds, 
Mrs. Tweddell, Mrs. Wood, Mrs. 
Pickard, Mrs. Plant, Mrs. Metcalf, 
Mrs. Sampson, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. 
Underwood, Mrs. Green, Mrs. Lilj, 
and Mrs. Eglin. 

After tea, there was a public meet- 
ing in the chapel, which was pretty 
well attended. The chair was taken 
by Mr. Alderman Laws. After the 
meeting had been opened with devo- 
tional exercises, the chairman briefly 
addressed the audience, and called 
upon the secretary to read the annual 
report. 

Mr. Tyreman then read the annual 
report as follows : — The trustees and 
committee have great pleasure in pre- 
senting their report at another anni- 
versary, and in doing so, feel bound 
to acknowledge the goodness of the 
Lord in the divine presence vouch- 
safed to them during the year which is 
now gone. The year has been one of 
great enterprise. Though great, we 
entered upon it with a pure motive, 
having for its end and object the glory 
of the Lord, and the extension oi the 
Redeemer's kingdom. At the last an- 
niversary, we were within the narrow 
limits of the unaltered chapel. It has 
been a year of hard work ; some of ns 
have been hewers of wood, others 
drawers of water. Many difficulties 
presented themselves, but they have 
been faced with a bold determination 
to exterminate them one by one as 
they towered to the heavens before ns. 
Many friends have given us practical 
sympathy, and bid us God speed; 
others refused a helping hand, from 
whom we had anticipated support. 
Nevertheless, God has smiled; He 
has signally blessed us, by coming 
down vrith Uie presence of his Holy 
Spirit, and consecrating this house, 
by miking the Gospel) ^&|^wer of 
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God to the salvation of many souls. 
The present aspect of the congrega- 
tion every Sabbath evening is very 
encouraging. The chapel is not too 
large ; since the alterations, the con- 
gregation has increased rapidly, so 
much 80, that during the past eight 
months eighty fresh seats have been 
let, and there are yet applications for 
more ; but, every diflBculty is not suf- 
ficiently dealt with yet, and that you 
will see when we come to the financial 
account. We have faith in the Mas- 
ter tibat he will open our way still 
further, till every difficulty shall melt 
away like mist before the rising sun. 
With a bold effort and determination, 
we mean, by God's help, to conquer. 
The number of sittings last year was 
251 ; this year 334, making an in- 
crease of 83. The total income for 
the year amounted to £1079 14s. lOd., 
and the expenditure to J61076 9s lO^d., 
leaving a balance in the treasurer's 
hands of £S 4s. ll^d. But there were 
outstanding liabilities amounting to 
£247 7s. lOd., so that there is stiU 
owing £244 2s. lid. The cost of the 
chapel alterations, including all ex- 
tras, was £1223 10s. 7id. 

Mr. Huggins then impressed upon 
the congregation the necessity for 
earnest work. They had a beautiful 
chapel and large congregations, but 
their great object ought to be the sal- 
vation of souls. In connection with 
this congregation, they had numbers 
of young men who were earnest, and 
it was meet that they should be 
encouraged. Let them go forward 
and conquer, and God would bless 
them. 

Mr. Garnet made an earnest ad- 
dress, congratulating the chairman 
on his religious toleration, and enforc- 
ing on the company the necessity for 
patient bearing with difficulties, for 
if no cross were borne here, no crown 
could be expected in a future world. 

Mr. William Salmon believed in the 
gospel, and not in the theories of Vol- 
taire, Darwin, or HoUyoake. He 
believed that the gospel would ulti- 
mately prevail, and that Christ's king- 
dom would rise above all earthly sects 
and divisions. 

The Rev. R. Lowis, of London, felt 
very happy to meet once more with 
his friends here. He was no stranger, 



for he had had many happy seasons 
among them. He had been a little 
over fifty years in the work, and he 
had experienced many ups and downs, 
but he was still making way on his 
heavenward journey. He believed 
that popery would die a declining 
death, and would be lost to the world. 
He did not believe in water salvation, 
nor in proselytism. He put his faith 
in salvation by the blood of Christ. 
He congratulated them on the beau- 
tiful appearance of their chapel, which 
had been altered for the better since 
he last visited them ; and he saw they 
had got a nice organ, though he did 
not believe in the religion that was 
blown into people with a pair of bel- 
lows. The principal object ought to 
be to convert sinners; to this they 
should bend their energies, believing 
that they were in the right, and that 
God would attend their labours with 
his blessing. The venerable speaker 
concluded a most eloquent and im- 
pressive appeal, by hoping that if he 
never had the privilege of meeting 
this congregation on earth that he 
should meet them in the kingdom of 
heaven. 

The Rev. J. Packett was no ad- 
vocate for eccentricity beyond that 
which was produced by earnest reli- 
gion. He wished they had more of 
the singularity that in olden times 
characterised the worshippers of God, 
for they had got into a kind of artifi- 
cial religion which was so inimical to 
true Chnstianity. He referred to the 
Englishman's rights of freedom of 
speech, and hinted that it was not at 
all times allowed. He maintained 
that he had a right to preach the gos- 
pel in the most forcible manner that 
he could ; and he cared not what men 
said of him if sinners were converted 
and God was honoured. They lived 
in strange times, for there were many 
who assumed a religious garb only to 
suit circumstances. What might be 
done for the young in the church and 
the Sabbath school, might be neutra- 
lised in the family circle ; hence the 
necessity for parents placing before 
their children a good example. He 
was going to be a Good Templar. (Ap- 
plause.) He had always been a tee- 
totaller from principle, but his health 
did not always permit bis total absti- 
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nence. He had heard of a 'church 
christened Christ's Church, in Mid- 
dlesbro', where Christ's divinity was 
denied, and the Saviour of men was 
regarded as merely the teacher of 
mankind. He hoped that they would 
all belong to the true Christ's Church, 
and would make all efforts to extend 
the Kbdeemer's kingdom. 

The usual votes of thanks to the 
chairman, speakers, and ladies were 
passed, and the meeting closed with 
prayer. 

The Bev. J. Nicholls (minister of 
this congregation) would have been 
present, but being ill, he has gone 
away for the benefit of his health. 
The choir of the congregation were 
present, and, under the leadership of 
Mr. Langley sang several anthems, 
whicH greatiy enlivened the proceed- 
ings. 

GUISBBOUGH WESLEYAN 
KEFOBM GHUECH. 

This is a branch interest of the Wes- 
leyan Reformers of Brougham Street 
Chapel, Middlesbrough. The first 
services were commenced by the Kev. 
T. Croft, of Bradford, on March 
23rd, in the Temperance Club-room, 
which is the place where they will 
continue to worship till they can 
build a chapel for themselves. On 
Sunday, April 13th, services were 
conducted by the Rev. E. Nicholls, 
of Middlesbrough, to large and 
crowded congregations. On the fol- 
lowing day (Monday) a public tea 
was provided in the Temperance 
Hall, when the following ladies pre- 
sided : — Mesdames Bowes, E. Wilson, 
W. D. Wilson, Layte, CoUett, Col- 
man, &c. All the trays were given. 
About 240 persons sat down to par- 
take of the good things provided. At 
half-past six o'clock the public meet- 
ing was commenced by singing Dr. 
Watts's good old hymn, ** Praise ye 
the Lord ; 'tis good to raise." After 

Erayers, Mr. R. Wright, of Guis- 
rough was called to the chair. In 
the course of a few remarks he said 
that Christ was a great reformer — 
the apostles, following the spirit of 
the Master, proved themselves to be 
reformers, and he hoped that the 
Church newly formed in this place 



would also show that the same spirit 
has extended to it. It had been said 
that the Reformers would do no good 
at Guisbrough; but feusts are stub- 
born things, for good had already 
been done. Mr. W. Huggins, of 
Middlesbrough, spoke of the difficul- 
ties of missions. He said it was up- 
hill work, but God will own the de- 
termined efforts of His people by 
crowning them with His , blessing. 
Mr. Salmon (Middlesbrough) urged 
the Church to live near to God. A 
Church in its infancy required to be 
dealt with kindly. They were to 
gather round the mercy-seat, and put 
their trust in God. Mr. Garnet 
(Middlesbrough) expressed himself 
as being thankful to meet with 
the fidends at Guisbrough, and 
made a few pithy remarks on work 
for every one to do. The Rev. R. 
Nicholls was called upon to give an 
exposition of the principles of the 
Wesley an Reform Union, and pre- 
faced his remarks by saying that he 
had heard of a report which was afloat 
in the town that they had tried to 
establish a Church before, and failed. 
He said they never had. It was 
another section of Methodism, and 
not the Reformers: Having gone 
through the declaration of principles, 
the constitution of Uie Union, and 
the rules for the Church, he then 
went on to say that they preached 
the doctrine of the New Testament, 
such as was and is inculcated by the 

E resent body: the depravity of the 
uman heart, repentance for sin, faith 
in the atonement of Christ, regenera- 
tion by the Holy Ghost, holiness of 
heart, a free, present, full, and eternal 
salvation. The Rev. T. Croft naade 
a soul-stirring speech on the question: 
" What is my work, and who has a 
right to say I must not do it ?'[ He 
said it was their duty to visit the 
poor in the back alleys and streets, 
and invite them to go to heaven. 
During the three weeks he had been 
in Guisbrough he had made 350 
visits to the lowest parts of the town. ' 
The choir of the Brougham Street 
Chapel, Middlesbrough, enlivened the 
meeting by singing several anthems. 
The usual votes of thanks were 
passed, and the meeting terminated 
happily. 
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IBSTOCK, ASHBYDE-LAZOUCH 
CIBCUIT. 

We had our chapel anniversary on 
Easter Sunday, April 13th. Two 
very excellent and impressive sermons 
were preached by Mr. N. Counter, a 
gentleman of colour; that in the 
afternoon from Job xiv. 14, "If a 
man die, shall he live again ?" that 
in the evening from John iii. 14, 
" And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up." Chapel 
very full. In the evening several 
could not get in. 

On Monday, April 14th, we had a 
public tea-meeting.. Over one hun- 
dred sat down to tea. In the evening 
a lecture was deliveredby Mr. Counter, 
on *' American slavery as it was, and 
his own escape out of it." He gave 
some details of his own sufferings, 
privations, and hardships. 

The proceeds of the collections and 
tea were £16. We are very anxious 
at Ibstock to get the debt off the 
chapel. I am thankful to say that 
we have paid £25 off the debt in two 
years, as well as keeping all our cur- 
rent expenses and interest paid. Our 
united prayer, as a Church, is that 
Grod may revive His work. 

John Adcock. 

WIBSEY.— TEA MEETING AND 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. 
The Wesleyan Reformers held their 
annual tea-party on Easter Tues- 
day, when about 620 adults and 76 
children sat down to a sumptuous 
tea in the school-room. After tea a 
meeting was held in the chapel, Mr. 
Councillor J. Robertshaw, of Brad- 
ford, in the chair. Addresses were 
given by the Rev. J. Innes (Indepen- 
dent), Rev. T. Mitchell (Primitive), 
Revs. J. Packett^ and T. Croft (Re- 
formers). The Rev. E. Barley, resi- 
dent minister, read the report per- 
taining to both the chapel and the 
organ funds, which report showed a 
healthful and satisfactory state of 
finance. Great credit is due to the 
ladies, by whose generosity the pro- 
visions had been gratuitously sup- 
plied; added to this, their zealous 
self- denying efforts in connection with 
the sewing-cLass. The organ, costing 
£352 18s. 4d., has been paid for. 



The proceeds of the tea, including 
some subscriptions, were ^£63 Is. 9d. 
The chapel fund has a balance, of 
ordinary income, of jB6 2s. 4d. The 
choir rendered good service during 
the evening. 

On May 4th, 1873, in the morning, 
a scholars' service was held, when an 
address was given by Mr. J. Pollard, 
of Bradford. In the afternoon and 
evening two sermons were preached 
by the Rev. E. Barley, our own 
minister. The chapel was crowded 
in the afternoon and evening. The 
singers had been under the tuition of, 
and were efficiently conducted by, 
Brother T. Barraclough, Wibsey. 
Mr. F. Cliff, Horton, presided at the 
new organ. The preaching and sing- 
ing were effective. Scores shed tears 
at what they heard and saw. May 
God grant that the effects may prove 
an everlasting blessing to many ! 

The collection consisted of the fol- 
lowing coins, 3,727 in all: — 



2 half-sovereigns 

3 crowns . 

11 half-crowns . 
24 florins . 
153 shillings 
527 sixpences 



.£100 
. 15 
.17 
.280 
. 7 13 

244 fourpenny pieces .414 
1596 threepenny pieces 19 19 
097 pennies . . 2 18 1 
470 halfpennies . . 19 7 

i;54 5 

This is an advance of ^6 Is. 4d. 
on last year's collections. 

R. Ga>vthorp. 



LISKEARD CIRCUIT.— TRBMAR 
COOMBE CHAPEL. 
The twenty-first anniversary of the 
above chapel was held during Easter. 
At three p.m. on Good Friday, April 
11th, an excellent sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Joseph Simpson, 
(Independent), of Liskeard, to an at- 
tentive audience. Ttiis service was 
followed by a tea at five o'clock, to 
which 230 friends and visitors sat 
down. The ladies who presided 
over the tables on the occasion, 
were Mesdames. A. Sibcy, E. Jones, 
J. Carter, J. Harris, — Brewer, E. 
Smale,R.Tyacke,K^hg^^,^d 
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the two Miss Jennings; and they 
acquitted themselves as only ladies 
know how and are able to do. The 
tables having been removed, a public 
meeting commenced, when Mr. J. 
Ainge of Liskeard was voted to the 
chair. On rising, he addressed a 
few words to the audience, which 
was a large one, and then called on 
the secretary to read the report, 
which stated that the debt on the 
chapel had been reduced £25 during 
the year, and that then it stood 
at the very high figure of J6d07 15s. 
In regard to the church, the report 
went on to say. *' There has been 
a considerable drawing upon the 
members during the year. The fact 
is, we do not number as many mem- 
bers now, as we did a year ago by 
thirty-four, our present number being 
152. This reduction is owing in 
some measure, to cases of backslid- 
ing, but mainly to deaths and re- 
movals. There have been no less 
than nine cases of death in the church, 
during the past year. The church 
however, has not been unattended 
with the divine blessiifg; God has 
been in the midst of her, and has 
joined some seven^or eight of the 
congregation to her blessed com- 
munion." It also said, "that not- 
withstanding the church has suffered 
so much from deaths and removals, 
congregations still keep good, and we 
have seven more sittings let now 
than we had a year ago." The report 
haviDg been read, addresses, inter- 
spersed with selections of sacred 
music rendered by the choir, were 
delivered by Messrs P. Abonham, and 
W. Tucker, and the Rev. Jos. Simp- 
son. • 

On Easter Sunday, April Idth, 
three sermons were preached in the 
morning at half past ten, in the after- 
noon at half-past two, and in the 
evening at six o'clock, by Mr. 
Charles JoIMe, (Wesleyan and can- 
didate for the ministry), of Devonport. 
The proceeds of the anniversary 
amounted in the aggregate to ^8 
178. llfl.. But having since the 
anniversary adopted the "Weekly 
offertory " system of giving, we mean 
to more than quadruple this amount 
by next year. And may God help us, 
^lur Jesus' sake. R H. 



MEXBBO* dBcurr. 

We are very thankful that the com- 
mittee kindly appointed our dear 
Brother Lowis once again to visit 
our church. He commenced his 
labours with us on March 9th, the 
day appointed for our missionary 
sermons. Brother Lowis preached 
in the morning, and Brother Atkin- 
son of Sheffield in the afternoon and 
evening. On the Monday evening 
following, we held our missionary 
meeting which was addressed by 
Brother Lowis, Brother Barracloagh, 
Brother Rodgers, Brother Dillemore. 
Brother 0. Briggs occupied the chair. 
Brother Lowis preached several times 
during the week. We fdso held oar 
class and prayer-meetings. During 
our brother's stay with us, he ^av^ us 
the experience of his life, which was 
listened to by a crowded audience, 
and we truly felt it to be the gate of 
heaven to our souls. At the close of 
his remarks, we held a prayer-meet- 
ing, at which a great number stayed ; 
two precious souls professed to find 
peace in Jesus. The week following, 
we had many very precious seasons ; 
we heard the cry of tlie penitent. 
During our brother's stay with us, 
five of our Sabbath school teachers 
gave themselves to the Saviour. Now 
we rejoice that nearly all our Sabbath 
school teachers are converted to God. 
Besides these, backsliders were re- 
claimed, and, we believe, the whole 
Church qaickened. In addition to 
our Brotiier Lewis's labours, Bro- 
ther Barraclough, one of our local 
preachers, was engaged to go round 
and visit the whole of the neighbour- 
hood, and we trust that through his 
labours great and lasting go^will 
be done. We should have Uked our 
good Brother Lowis to have stayed 
longer with us, but his services were 
required elsewhere; we are in a 
prosperous condition, both in our 
church and Sabbath school. We 
trust, as a church, we shall make 
still further progress; I trust it is 
the heart-felt prayer of all our pe^le. 
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THE SCAPE GOAT. 
Lev. xvi. 8-10. 
Thb goat is first spoken of as a sacrifice, in the case of Abel's sacrifice, 
the first of which we have any real account. (Gkn. ir. 4. See margin.) 
The goat was also a part of the sacrifice Abram offered to the Lord at the 
time of the promise of the land of Canaan to him. (Gen. xv. 9.) The 
passover sacrifice was a lamb, or hid^ a young goat, (See margin, Ex. xii. 8.) 
The law prescribes for the care and protection of tiie goat, so that if a man 
should steal one, he should restpre four. (Ex. xxii. 1. See margin.) 

At the yearly entering into the most holy place, and the making of the 
yearly atonement for sin, or the offering of the sin-offering for the people, 
there were two goats brought to the door of the tabernacle, the one for 
sacrifice, and the other as the scape-goat. The priest placed his hands upon 
its head, and confessed the sins of the congregation or people. This goat 
was then led away into the wilderness. The scape-goat is said, " to bear 
upon him all their iniquities, to a land not inhabited." That the one goat 
offered in sa(;rifice was a type of Christ, Christians are generally ready to 
admit. But what resemblance there is between the scape-goat and Christ 
is a question not so easily settled. Cruden says, " the scape-goat prefi- 
gured the resurrection of Christ." Others have thought the two goats repre- 
sented the incarnation of Christ, where the two natures, human and divine, 
were united. He kept His divine nature impassible, but yielded up His 
human unto the passion of the Jews. (See 1 Peter iii. IS.) The learned 
Dr. Clarke, says, " Did not all this signify that Christ has so carried and 
borne away our sins, that against them who receive him as the atoning 
sacrifice, they should never more be brought to remembrance ?" 

Among the old writers in the church, the scape-goat was thought to 
have its fulfilment in others than Jesus Christ. Some said it signified 
Barahhas, who was let out of prison ; others, the state of the wicked. 
Calvin appears to have thought it was only intended to certify the people 
in the fact of their sins being carried, or taken from them. Not three years 
ago, we heard an aged preacher say in a Wesleyan Reform Chapel, " the 
scape-goat was a type of the young man who followed Jesus, as He was 
being taken by the Romans, and when they would have taken hold of him, 
he ran away naked." (See Mark xiv. 61-2.) 

Let ns remember that there is anothei^ sacrifice or offering under the law, 
In which a part of that which was brought was let go without being slain. 
See the cleansing of the leper. (Lev. xiv. 1-7.) One of the birds was let 
fly into the open field, or upon the face of the field. 

It is not needful for us to expect every separate part of a sacrifice, or 
ceremony under the law, to have a distinct and separate fulfilment in 
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some one act in the history of Christ, bat sach sacrifice or ceremony may 
receive its fulfiknent in some aspect of the general character or work of 
Christ. 

It was on the scape-goat the priest confessed all the iniquities^ trans- 
gressions^ and sins of the people ; and after this was done, the goat was 
led away by a man that was appointed, into a land not inhabited. The 
goat bearing upon him all their iniquities/' (See yerses 21, 22.) It is 
probable that in the land not inhabited, or wilderness^ this goat was 
destroyed by beasts, or that it wonld die in some other way; neyer 
returning into the camp or cities of Israel. 

We will now consider if there are not many expressions in reference to 
Christ, which directly point Him out as fulfilling for us the office of the 
scape-goat for Israel, and if so shall we not place on Him the weight of 
our sins, and trust in Him for its removal from us? << The Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all." (Isa. liii. 6.) *^ He hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows." (Isa. Hi. 4.) ** He was wounded (tormented) for 
our transgressions." '< He was cut off out of the land of the living ; for 
the transgression of my people was he stricken." (Isa. liii. S. Befer to 
Acts viii. 88.) ** Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many." Heb. 
ix. 28.) '' Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh (beareth) away the sin 
of the world." (John. i. 29.) '' Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
(Matt. XX. 29.) « Who gave Himself a ransom for all." (1 Tim. ii. 6.) 
Note. — It is proper to explain the word ** many " in the first two pas- 
sages by the word '* all " in the last passage. It is a rule of interpreta- 
don to explain the difficult by the easy, and not the easy by the difficult. 
< For in that He died. He died unto sin once, but in that He liveth, He 
liveth unto God." (Rom. vi. 10.) From these passages, we are shown 
Christ not only as He who died for our sins, but the bearer away of oar 
sins. He is the complete atonement : the sacrifice slain and the sin bearer. 
** Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us." (Gal. iii. 13.) We behold in Christ the one sacrifice for sin fnl- 
filled. The whole of the sin-offering in the slain for sin, and the sin-bearer 
under the law. Thus are they but two parts in types of the one great 
work completed in the atonement, and forgiveness of our sins in Christ. 

Let us place in Jesus Christ, our faith, or trust resting our souls on Him, 
confessing all our sins, that we may lose them all in Him who is our great 
'< Propitiation." (1 John ii. 2.) He taketh away sin, even our sins. 

'» Because thou lov'dst, and died'st for me, 
Cause me, my Saviour^ to love thee, 

And gladly to resign 
Whate'er I have, whatever I am ; 
My life be all with thine the same, 

And all thy death be mine.'' J. LoBU* 
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A BRIEF MEMOIR OP CAROLINE STEVENS, READING, BERKS. 

Caboline Palmbr was bom in London, where she stayed for seven or 
eight years ; from thence she removed to Reading, to reside with her 
grandmother, and there she became a scholar in the Sanday school at 
Broad Street Chapel (Congregational), where her grandmother was a 
member. Here her first religious impressions were received. In coarse 
of time these early impressions led to an earnest desire to become a fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ, and under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit she was enabled, at about the age of fourteen or fifteen, to give 
her heart to the Saviour, and, through faith in Him, realised a change of 
heart, and felt the happy consciousness of her acceptance and adoption 
into the Divine Damily. 

She now determined to cast in her lot with the people of God, and 
became a member of the above-named Church, then under the care of 
the Rev. W. Legg, M.A. Time rolled on, and her girlhood's years passed 
away, and she became more matured in religion and firmer in her 
religious convictions ; and having now arrived at the period of woman- 
hood, an acquaintance sprang up between her and her now sorrowing 
husband. In due course they were united in the bonds of matrimony. 

After some "time circumstances arose rendering it necessary for a 
removal from Reading, and they resided afterwards in different villages, 
worshipping mostly with the Primitives during this period, there not 
being any place of worship near of the Congregationalists. In the year 
1846 they removed to Wallingford, and joined the Independent Church 
there, under the pastoral care of the Rev. W. Harris, having received a 
note of removal from Reading. Here she enjoyed very much the religious 
instruction received from her minister, and was very anxious and careful 
to fulfil her duties in every respect, doing all as unto the Lord. 

After residing at Wallingford about ten years, the family removed to 
Henley-on-Thames, she receiving her transfer from the Church, and 
there joined the Congregational Church, under the charge of the late 
Rev. James Rowland. Here also she enjoyed the means of grace very 
much, and was greatly attached to her minister and the members of the 
Church, a few of whom would often meet at her residence after service 
to join in prayer and praise together. These social gatherings were 
sometimes prolonged till ten o'clock. She often expressed a wish that 
she could do something for the Lord ; but domestic engagements, family 
duties, and other important concerns demanded her constant attention. 

After living in Henley about six years. Providence so ordained that 
the family removed to Reading, where she united with the Wesleyan 
Reformers, worshipping in Hosier Street Chapel. 

About three years after her removal to Reading her youngest child was 
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afflicted with scarlet fever, and from attending her, and over-anxiety 
respecting her, she, too, hecame ill with the same disease, and darmg 
this illness her life was despaired of for some time. This very trying 
dispensation she hore with true Christian fortitude, leaning on the arm 
of her Saviour. She would lie perfectly calm for a time, and then she 
would look around her and ask her dear hushand and child (who was 
lying in the same room ill) if they could not hear the music. She would 
say, << Oh, hark I my dear, do you not hear that heautiful singing ? Oh, 
it is delightful I it must be the angels. How I wish you heard it ! They 
are beckoning me to come. I long to be with them.'' She was quite 
willing to submit to the will of her Heavenly Father, and would often 
sing, " He knows and will do what is best." The Lord, in His kind 
providence, saw fit to restore her again ; but she was never so strong 
and healthy as before. 

For years, and until her health failed, she was regular in her atten- 
dance at the means of grace, and ever manifested the walk and conduct 
of a consistent, humble Ohristian. During the last three years failing 
health prevented her, except occasionally, meeting with the people of 
God ; but in her seasons of sickness, and sometimes of mental depression, 
she was enabled, with confident assurance and trustful submission, to 
rely on the precious promises of God's most holy Word. A few days 
before her death she was taken much worse, and at once concluded that 
her end was approaching. She seemed to have no desire for this world. 
When the doctor came to see her, she said, ** Oh I Doctor, my work is nearly 
done;" and another time, when she heard him coming, said, «* Who is 
that ?" When told it was the doctor, she said, ** He can do me no good. 
I need the Great Physician : He can make me well." She said to one 
of her daughters, *^ ' The Master is come, and calleth for me.' You do 
not wish to keep me here, do you ? for I long to go to that Jerusalem 
above, which my soul has longed for many years." 

During her illness not a murmur escaped her lips. She frequently 
said, " How good my Heavenly Father is to me I Oh, my loving Father ! 
Precious Jesus !" These words, uttered by her, reveal the source of 
her comfort, strong consolation, and hope. 

The word of God was also very precious to her. She was heard to 
repeat the whole of the twenty-third and twenty-seventh Psalms. She 
often repeated with great fervour the whole of the hymn, *< Jesu, lover 
of my soul," &c. 

Two or three days before her death she experienced some buffetings 
from Satan. On the day before her death, when visited by the writer, 
she had one of these attacks, as she inquired, '< Do you think that Jesus 
will cast me oS now ?" And when the precious promise which has been 
the support of thousands was quoted, " I will never leave thee, I will 
never forsake thee," she felt that the victory was gained,— her hope was 
within the veil ; her conversation was in heaven, and she was looking 
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for the coming of the Lord Jesus, and with jo3rfal anticipation she was 
enabled to await the summons. 

The state of her mind may be gathered not only from the clear testi- 
mony given to Christian friends who visited her, but from the fact that 
she requested, even to the last, that her favourite hymns might be sung 
her, which was done as well as loving hearts could do under the cir- 
cumstances. And in these she also joined as far as her exhausted 
strength would allow ; and even when her strength failed, her lips were 
seen to move in unison with those who were able to continue the song. 
One evening she said to her daughter, " I want to pray, but I cannot ;" 
meaning she had not strength ; " will you pray ?" Kneeling down by 
her side, the daughter prayed, but her mother had fallen asleep. She 
awoke, then poured out her whole soul in prayer to God, first for her dear 
husband, then for each of her dear children, mentioning each by name, 
and especially her dear son, who was living in London. He was imme- 
diately telegraphed for, and arrived within two hours. On his arrival she 
threw her arms round his neck, and in the most pathetic manner, and 
with all the tender affection her remaining strength enabled her to exert, 
she entreated him to meet her in heaven, telling him there was nothing 
in this world worth living for but to gain heaven. She told him she was 
quite sure that the thousands of prayers she had offered for him could 
not be lost. This told upon that young man, who wept, and I trust that 
the tears will cause joy among the angels of G-od. The same evening 
she was visited by Brother C, who prayed, and before leaving gave her 
a text of Scripture : " Father, •! will that they whom Thou hast given 
me be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory," &c. (John 
xvii. 24.) This she often asked to be repeated to her, and she seemed 
to rely on it till the last. 

Some of her favourite hymns were the following :— " There is a foun- 
tain filled with blood," &c. ; " There is a land of pure delight," &c. ; 
'< Jerusalem, my happy home," &c. ; and especially the one beginning, 

<< There is a beautiful land on high ; 
To its glories I fain would fly, 
When, by sorrow pressed down, I long for my crown, 
In that beautiful land on high. 

" In that beautiful land I'll be 
From earth and its cares set free ; 
My Jesus is there, and He's gone to prepare 
A place in that land for me." 

On the morning of her death she appeared to be very happy, and said, 
** The best thing to know is that my Saviour is precious." About two hourg 
before her deal^ she sang the verse of Cowper's hymn, " Lord, I believe 
thou hast prepared, Unworthy though I be," <&c. ; also, " Sweet fields 
beyond the swelling flood," &c. She then fell into a comatose state, in 
which she continued for some time, and then, witheut a struggle or a 
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groan, her sonl took its flight to the paradise of God, March 24th, 1878, 
in the 56th year of her age. The following Monday her remains were 
interred in the Beading Cemetery. 

On the following Sunday evening a funeral sermon was preached in 
Hosier Street Chapel to an attentive congregation by Mr. M. Nash, of 
Twyford, from the words, ** Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his." (Num. xxiii. 10.) 



MEMOIR OF SISTER MARY ANN MAWSON, OF MEXBROUGH. 

Our dear sister was bom at Mexbrough, in the West Riding of York- 
shire, in the year 1817, and died February 21st, 1873. Our sister was 
blessed with a truly pious mother ; but her father was not so, being a 
persecutor of the Church. Her mother having herself found the *' Pearl 
of great price,'* bestowed great pains to inculcate in her young mind the 
principles of the Christian religion which shone out in her after life. 
She reaped the great benefit in after years of having the mind richly 
stored with the words of Divine truth while young. In early life she 
gave her heart to the Saviour, and joined the Mexbrough Wesleyan 
Society. At the beginning of the Reform movement in 1849, she, with 
her husband, were amongst the first Reformers at Mexbrough. She 
became a teacher in the Sabbath school, and continued so until within a 
short time of her death. As a member of the Church, she was humble, 
zealous, and consistent. Her happiest moments were spent in company 
with God's own people. As a wife, she was an affectionate, faithful 
friend. In her household and person, she was neat and tidy. She, 
with her husband, always made the preachers of the Gospel welcome at 
their home, and oh ! how careful that everything should be done that 
possibly could be to make them comfortable. As all our local preachers 
and oldest missionaries can testify, their home was truly a Christian 
home. The Sunday morning class meeting has been held there a number 
of years, of which her husband is the leader, and she was a member. 
And how often have we had to exclaim, << Master, it is good for us to be 
here !'^ As she lived, so she died, resting on the atonement of Jesus. 
Her language was, " I am nothing, but Christ is my all and in all." 

In July last she became afiOicted with the disease which caused her 
death. Hers was a long and painful affliction, but she was perfectly 
resigned to her Father's will. When told that the doctor could give no 
hope of recovery, she said, <<I am like a ripe shock of com, ready to 
be gathered into the heavenly garner." And oh ! how she enjoyed the 
company of God's people. She was very fond of singing, and how 
pleased she was when two or three called to see her and sung for her. 
Some of her favourite hymns were : " But oh, when that last conflict's 
O'er," and ** Rock of^Ages, cleft for me." Her experiencej^lgke Qxe 
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great apostle's, " For me to live is Christ, and to die wonld be gain.** 
Having on one occasion been severely tried by the adversary, she said, 
<< Does it not say, ' Him that cometh onto Me, I will in no wise cast 
out ?• " Being answered " Yes," she said, " That is quite sufficient." 
She could exclaim with David, " The Lord is my shepherd," and " I 
know whom I have believed." As the sun calmly sets at the close of the 
day, so she calmly closed her earthly pilgrimage, to wake in the likeness 
of her Saviour. 

She was interred at the parish church on Sunday, February 28rd, 
when the members of the society, teachers, and scholars paid her the 
last token of respect. 

On Sunday evening, March 16ih, Brother R. Lewis preached her 
funeral sermon to a large congregation, from Rev. vii. 14, 15, 16, !?• 
A glorious influence was felt during the whole of the service. 

She has left behind her a partner who is deeply sensible of his loss. 
But our loss is her infinite gain. The religion of Jesus opens a prospect 
of reunion in our &therland above. 

"Then let us suddenly remove, 
That hidden life to share, 
We shall not lose our friends above, 
But more enjoy them there : 

** There we in Jesu's praise shall join, 
The boundless love proclaim, 
And solemnise in songs divine 
The marriage of the Lamb." 
Mexbrough. J. W. Epwobth. 



SISTER ELIZA STRATTON OF KENTISH TOWN. 

SiSTBB Eliza Stratton was bom in 1815, and was blessed with a pious, 
praying mother, whom God took to himself when Eliza was only ten years 
of age. After her mother's death, our sister was left to the care of those 
who feared not God, nor delighted in his ways ; but the teaching of her 
pious parent was not forgotten, the good seed she had sown never died, 
although many years elapsed before it brought forth visible fruit. There is 
no doubt, however, that the instruction and example of a God-fearing 
mother had a most wholesome influence upon her life and conduct. 

** The seed may buried Ud, 

But God will the increase give, 
And although it seem to die 

It shall revive and live." 

It appears that the Spirit of God never ceased to strive with sister 
Stratton. 

In 1864 the words of an ope^-air preacher carried conviction to her 
mindy and while in God's bouse on the following ^^^^g^ jbe^^^^m^d 
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to cast herself fully on his mercy, and was blessed with the pardon of her 
sins. Having once found the pearl of great price she continued to walk 
humbly with God, ever striving to tread in the footprints of her Master, 
and ever ready to speak a word for the Saviour who had done so much 
for her, and whom she so much loved. 

Sister Stratton appears to have suffered much bodily aMction. The 
last twenty-two winters she suffered, more or less, from bronchitis. Bat 
when confined to her sick room she would often speak of the goodness of 
God, and the love of Jesus. It was not, however, till a few nights before 
her death that she was enabled to fully give up ever3rthing. The strongest 
tie that seemed to bind her to this world was her children, whom she be- 
sought, for the Lord's sake, and for the sake of their own souls, to meet 
her in heaven. 

As the hour of her departure drew near — ^the solemn moment when 
all her afflictions should for ever come to an end — ^her state was one of 
calm unruffled peace ; and at four o'clock in the afternoon of Saturday 
the 22nd of March, 1873, she sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. 

Sister Stratton's funeral sermon was preached at Kentish Town Chapel 
on Sunday evening, April 6, 1878, by Brother W. Marsden. 



iohtmn for t^t £;Ottnj. 

A BOT'S HEBOISM. 

" DEAR !" sighed John Smith, as he 
closed the Sunday school library- 
book ; " how I wish I had a chance 
to do something great I I am tired 
of this humdrum fife in the woods ; — 
nothing to do but drive the cows away 
in the mornincr and drive them back 
again at night ; chop down trees and 
cut tibem up for firewood; plough, har- 
row, sow, hoe, and so on to the end.'* 

** When you have lived to be as 
old as I am," said his grandfather, a 
white-haired man on the verge of the 
grave, " you will learn that there is 
heroism m every-day life that is quite 
as sublime as tiiose rare acts which 
are heralded from one end of the 
country to the other." 

"Yes, I suppose you are right, 
grandpa ;— of course you are ; but I 
want to do one of tiiose rare acts 
myself. It would seem to make a 
great man of me, and I know it 
would make me happy, too." 

He took down his old straw hat as 
he spoke and started off to the woods 
to hunt up the cows, little dreaming 
that before he again entered his log 



cabin-home he would, under God, be 
the saviour of hundreds of lives. 

He foimd all the cows but one, a 
favourite heifer which belonged en- 
tirely to himself, and which he was 
calculating would some day bring him 
in a nice sum of money towards finish- 
ing his education : so, after driving the 
rest into the barn-yard, he went back 
to search for her. 

As he was cros^^ing the railroad, 
he stopped suddenly and turned pale. 
Some person had removed several 
rails, and of course, unless the engi- 
neer could be warned in time, Uie 
express train, which would be along 
in naif an hour, would be dashed to 
pieces. 

John's heart seemed for a moment 
to stop beating, while his head grew 
dizzy; only for a moment, though: 
the safety of hundreds, their salvation 
from a fearful death, depended upon 
him alone, for there was no time to 
call upon others for assistance. 

With wonderful rapidity he at 
once gathered together a quantity of 
brushwood, tossed it on to the rail* 
and set fire to it, which was an easy 
thing to do, as he had some matches, 
and the light materials were as dry 
as tinder. Then . he^ watched it> 
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steadily gathering more and more 
and heaping them on, and keeping 
the flames high and bright. 

As he heard at last the shrill 
whistle of the engine his heart again 
seemed to stop beating, and his head 
was so dizzy he hardly realised that 
he was awake : it seemed some awf al 
dream, — a nightmare, indeed, which 
bomid him with a spell. 

By a great effort he broke from the 
agony which entranced him, and, 
starting ahead of the fire, ran boldly 
along &e track, waving his hat and 
shonting at the top of his voice. 

There was a careful engineer on 
the train, — one who reafised the 
value of the human beings committed 
to his care ; — and so, on the alert for 
accidents, he caught the glimmer of 
John*s fire as soon as he turned the 
distant curve, and the short, sharp 
whistle nerved every brakeman to do 
his duty with electric rapidity. The 
train came to a dead stop a few yards 
from the scene of the miscreant's 
crnelwork. The passengers rushed 
out to ascertain the cause of the sud- 
den detention, and you may easily 
guess how their faces whitened when 
fiiey saw from what a terrible acci- 
dent they had been saved. You mav 
imagine, too, their gratitude to Goa, 
and also to the young lad who, under 
Him, had been their saviour from 
such a sudden and fearful death. 

"Let us pray," said an aged minis- 
ter, who was one of the crowd ; and 
instantly men, women, and children 
knelt on the rough ground, and joined 
with him in thanks to the Almighty 
and to the humble instrument of the 
blessed deed. 

"What would you like best of all, 
Bay boy?" said he afterwards, as, with 
the hundreds of others, he went to 
John and took the boy's hands and 
thanked him personally. 

"To go to school, sir," was the 
prompt reply. 

" And go you shall," said the aged 
i^Q; and instantly he went about 
^th uncovered head among the 
crowd, holding out his hat, and saying 
only, •« The boy would like best of all 
^ go to school." 

Many bank notes and bright coins 
round their way into the minister's 
"at,— enough to pay all John's school 



bills, and educate him, too, for what 
was the darling wish of his heart, 
practical engineering. 

"Wasn't it lucky," said he next 
day to his grandfather, as he re- 
hearsed for the fortieth time what he 
meant to do hereafter; "Wasn't it 
lucky that little Brin strayed away, 
else I shouldn't have gone back? — 

else ." He shut nis eyes and 

turned white; the reverse of the 
scene was too terrible to think of. 

"It was not luck, my son," said 
old Mr. Smith ; " not luck, but your 
opportunity,— one given by God to test 
your heroism. Such do not often 
come, my boy, — once only, perhaps, 
in a lifetime ; — but opportunities to 
do good come every day, and in 
many of them there is a heroism 
which in the sight of God is as sub- 
lime as that of yours last evening ; 
for it is often harder, my son, to do a 
little act of kindness to a sinful boy 
or man, than to save the lives of hun- 
dreds." F.J.D. 



A STUDY FOB OUB YOUNG PEOPLE 

ON BABYLON. 
Ancient in its history. — The first 
empire of which the earnest historians 
furnish any trace was the land of 
Shinar, the land of the Chaldeans. 
(Gen. X. 8-10 ; ii. 1-9.) 

Babylon, derived from Babel, and 
probably built on the same spot as 
the tower of Babel, was the capital of 
Babylonia, or Ghaldea, and was pro- 
bably built by Nimrod ; but it was a 
long period before it attained its sub- 
sequent size and splendour. 

Carpets were wrought in Babylon 
of the finest material and workman- 
ship, and they formed an article of 
extensive exportation. They were in 
high repute in the time' of Cyrus, 
whose tomb at Pasargada was adorned 
with them. 

Destroyed.— Before Christ 540 years, 
it was surrounded by t^e conquering 
army of Cyrus the Great, who, by 
directing the course of the river into 
another channel, took i^e city, slew 
Belshazzar, the king, and subjected 
the inhabitants to the Persian yoke : 
from that period it declined. 518 years 
B.C., Darius Hystaspes invested the 
city with a numerous army, in conse- 
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quence of the Babylonians rebelling 
against the Persian authority. The 
former put to deatib all those unable 
to render assistance during the sieffe, 
which lasted eighteen months. The 
latter, however, getting possession of 
the city, put 3,000 of the chief inha- 
bitants to the sword, and destroyed 
the gates and walls of the city ; and 
478 years b.c. Xerxes plundered the 
temple of Belus and reduced its lofty 
tower to ashes. (Jer. li.) 

Enlarged by Belus, and so beauti- 
fied and improved by Semiramis, that 
she might be called, not improperly, 
the founder of it, it was subsequently 
greatly embellished by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

Fertility. — ^It stood in the midst of 
a large plain, which had very deep and 
fertile soil. It was on both sides of 
the river Euphrates, and, of course, 
was divided by that river into two 
parts, connected by a bridge about 
sixty feet wide and about a furlong 
in length. 

Garments of great value from Baby- 
lon had made their way to Palestine 
as early as the time of Joshua. (Josh. 
xi. 21.) 

Hanging gardens. — ^Babylon was 
celebrated for these wardens, built on 
arches, near 400 teet square, and 
which were elevated one terrace above 
another, until they reached the height 
of the walls of the city. 

Isaiah the prophet spoke of the 
ruin of Babylon at least 174 years 
before the event occurred, and at a 
tune when nothing appeared more 
improbable than the final destruction 
of this city. (Isa. xiii. 19-22.) 

Jeremiah said, ''How is Sheshach 
taken ! and how is the praise of the 
whole earth , surprised ! How is 
Babylon become an astonishment 
among the nations !" (Jer. li. 41.) In 
her glory a street extended from each 
gate, so that there were fifty streets 
intersecting one another at right 
angles, each 150 feet wide and 15 
miles in length. Four other streets, 
with houses on one side only, having 
ramparts on the other, stretched the 
whole length of the city. Each of 
these was 200 feet wide. From the 
principal streets crossing each other 
at right angles, they formed 676 
squares, each square measuring 2,070 



feet on every side, making two miles 
and a quarter in circuit. The houses 
fronting the outsides of these squares 
were three or four stories high, and 
beautifully embellished, and the inner 
space constituted courts and gardens 
for the convenience and comfort of 
their inhabitants. 

{To he concluded.) 
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INFLUENCE OP PBAYEB. 
True prayer in any of its forms is the 
right means to be employed in the 
averting of evil and in the procuring 
of good. When prayer is neglected 
we forfeit our claim to God's favours. 
The scriptural direction is, " Be 
careful for nothing; but let your 
requests be made known with thcuiks- 
giving to God. This implies that 
God is the proper person to receive 
our prayers, also uiat He answers; 
so that we have something to be 
thankftil for. " The prayer that is 
not offered up to the Father through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit is 
never likely to be efficacious." The 
efficacy of prayer depends on the fer- 
vency of desire and the simplicity of 
faith. God never inspires a prayer 
without a design to answer it. None 
shall pray in vain who follow the 
instruction of Christ : ** In that day, 
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father 
in My name, He will give it you." 
Abraham, in praying for Sodom, re- 
ceived answers to his requests (Gen. 
xviii. 32) ; also in the case of the 
healing of Abimelech (Gen. xx. 17). 
A furSier proof of the influence of 
prayer may be seen in the case of 
wrestling Jacob. Hannah, the mother 
of Samuel, said, " Fov this child I 
prayed, and the Lord hath given me 
my petition." (1 Sam. i. 26.) David's 
success at Ziklag over the Amalekites 
was in answer to prayer (1 Sam. 
XXX. 8) ; Israel over Amalek in an- 
swer to the prayer of Moses ; Israel 
over Philistia, Samuel's prayer. The 
apostles with one accord gave them- 
selves to and continued in prayer 
and supplication, with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus." We 

^om 
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the very nature and fatherhood of 
God. He has drawn for us a parallel 
illustration from the conduct of earthly 
parents towards their children. God, 
in every age, has proved Himself to 
he the hearer and answerer of prayer. 
"The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much." Many 
other points in relation to this great 
snhject might he spoken to, such as 
the use of liturgies, or forms of 
prayer, extempore addresses to God, 
praying to the dead. Some faults 
common in the matter, manner, and 
object of prayers might be noticed. 
The patriarchs, prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs were all devoted much 
to prayer. May thou, reader, 

" Yield to the Lord, with simple heart, 
All that then hast and all thou art ; 
BenoTince all strength bat strength 

Divine, 
And peace shall be for ever thine. 
Behold the path the saints have trod, 
The path wJBich led them home to €k>d." 



WESIiEYAN EEFORM UNION. 
An earnest, vigorous spiritual Hfe is 
the spring of high Christian enjoy- 
ment. The fact of our justification 
is] manifest in our hungering and 
thirsting after holiness: Justifica- 
tion before God cannot be retained 
only as we live the life of holy 
affections towards God. Jesus is the 
Author of spiritual life to all who 
are united to Himself. Our life in 
Him is a life of holiness: He is 
holy. We are to abidi in Him, and 
He in us, m the branch cannot bear , 
fruit of itself. It is Christ, the 
Sacrifice for us, who is the ground of 
our justification, and Cluist in us 
accomplishing our holiness. " No 
state of grace in our probationary 
life is stationary, no attainment here 
final." The Rev. W. Bramwell said, 
" My life is prayer ; I assure yon I 
am just in heaven." The Rev. J. 
Smith says, "If you spend several 
hours in prayer daily, you will see 
great results." 

In these times of earnest business 
efforts, it is needM for ua ail as 
Christians to aim at an earnest spi- 



ritual life. We should " neither be 
barren ijkdle) nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The daily reading and study of the 
incorruptible word is one of the 
powerful means to help our growth 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

We would urge all the members of 
our Churches to the more prayerful 
reading of the word of God. To the 
young of our Churches we would in 
all loudness specially say. Give at- 
tendance to reading, jand let your 
reading every day be your Bible. 

Our desire is to see in all our cir- 
cuits, or hear of it, such a revival as 
will give real honour to God. Then 
shall we find the following remarks 
true: — 

" There never was a genuine revi- 
val in the Church but it produced 
both workers and givers— both men 
and money ; but, on the other hand, 
Churches never deteriorate in piety 
but they become miserably poor in 
both." 

Bingley Circuit. — Sunday School 
Anniversary at Denholme. — On Sun- 
day last two sermons were preached 
in the Wesleyan Reform Chapel, 
Denholme, by Mr. John Swain 
Heap, of Bradford, when collec- 
tions were made on behalf of the 
Sunday school, amounting to the 
handsome sum of ^64 15s. Q^d. The 
choir sang the hymns witii great 
taste, under the able leadership of 
Mr. -James Clough. The chapel is 
now closed, and is about to be en- 
larged, at a cost of nearly ^1200. 
In the meantime the service will be 
conducted in the Foresters' Hall. 

BaJceivell. — "At present we are 
doing well. We are five more in 
society at Youlgreave than we were 
in March. Our Church at Eyam, a 
few Sabbaths since, had eight con- 
verts. The class at Pillough is doing 
well, and has lately had an increase. 
Our congregations are encouraging, 
and God is with us." 

Rotherham and Mexbro\ — The 
Secretary writes: "I am happy to 
say that the Lord is with us. We 
have great cause for thankfulness in 
the churches composing the circuit. 
I beHeve there is a healthy feeling, 
and the Lord is^^^addi^^fe^f^ our 
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ntunbers. We therefore take courage 
and thank God. There is a spirit of 
unity in the circuit. This was mani- 
fested in the character of our circuit 
meeting. It was the best we have 
had for a long time. It is true death 
has been visiting us, and some of our 
Churches have had to mourn the loss 
of useful members. The Church at 
Mexbro' has lost a true mother in 
Israel in the person of Sister Maw- 
son, and both the Church and circuit 
have sustained a great loss in the 
death of our beloved Brother G. 
Turner, of Mexbro'. May we be 
also ready ! " 

WeUinghoro\ — " The work of God 
is prospering in some of our places. 
We have an increase of members and 
of spiritual life, but in others there is 
no apparent move ; but our circuit, 
as a whole, is certainly in a better 
state than it has been." 

Northampton. — " In the opening of 
onr new chapel we have done weU, 
and our society gives signs of grow- 
ing life." 

Bowling Old Lane. — "The anni- 
versary sermons of the Sabbath 
school were preached on Sabbath, 
June 1st. The collections amounted 
to £60 6s. lOd." 

Cawston Circuit. — ^Brother Rowling 
writes : "On Sunday, June 1st, was 
the school anniversary at Swanton 
Abbott. It was a glorious day. In 
both the afternoon and evening, 
there were many more people than 
could get into the chapel, and the 
collection was in advance of last 
year. We fire still looking for better 
days. On Tuesday, June 3rd, we 
had a public tea meeting at Skeyton. 
Ninety-tliree sat down to tea. Bro- 
thers Nuttall, Ampleford, Lambert, 
Hudson, Rowling, and Mrs. Rowling 
addressed the meeting. It was a 
good meeting." J. L. 

WESLE YAN B EFOBM ifNION 

COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Held at 8, Exeter Hall, June 13th, 1873. 

The following brethren were present : 
T. H. Richard, P. Parker, W. Nott, 
Thos. Chamberlain, and J. Lord. 

Brother Chamberlain was elected 
to the chair, and he also opened 
^he meeting with prayer. 



The Secretary read the minutes of 
Committee meeting held May 9th'. 
The minutes were confirmed as a cor- 
rect report. 

The correspondence was read. 

The following brethren replied to 
the agenda for this meetiim : E. Bar- 
ley, J. Butler, R. Porter, W. Wilkin- 
son, A. Holland, E. Benson, S. Here- 
man, and R. Nicholls. 

The missionaries' reports were read 
and considered. 

A cheque was ordered to be signed 
for the missionaries' salaries and 
board, amounting to ^22 8s. 4d. for 
the month. 

The bill for £6 lis. Id. for making 
one hundred missionary boxes was 
ordered to be paid. 

The Secretary was instructed to 
write the Sheffield district on the 
matter of Brother Devine's disengage- 
ment, asking for explanation in refe- 
rence thereto. 

That in accordance with the request 
of the Church of St. Just, Cornwall, 
the General Secretary be appointed 
to labour there, commencing on June 
20th, and to remain till August 11th. 

That the Secretary write in reply 
to thd application from the Bradford 
and Wibsey district for the continued 
labours of Brother Croft as the mis- 
sionary, stating his appointment to 
the district to the end of August next. 

Mr. Dnpee had paid his sixth 
instalment towards the ^10 promised 
in repayment of the loan to Wolver- 
hampton Chapel. 

That the following book-room ac- 
counts be paid : — 



Price 
I^elson 



. £12 17 
. 5 11 



£18 18 4 



That the appointment of Brother 
Lewis after the 12th of July be left 
with the Secretary, there being at 
present no application for his lal^urs 
after that date. 

That the notice of resignation re- 
ceived from Brother Lewis, to take 
place on the 22nd of August next, be 
accepted, and that it be left for the 
committee meeting in August te ex- 
press its opinion thereon. 

That Bubject to the Twyford Chapel 
being properly v^i*^ according to 
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the Model Chapel Deed adopted by 
the Union, the loan of Jg60 be made 
to the trustees on the usual terms, 
and to be repaid by instalments of £6 
yearly. 

That Brother W. J. Nichols and 
Thos. Osbom be requested to act 
as auditors of the yearly accounts of 
the Union. 

The Book Steward gave a state- 
ment of the sales, showing a small 
increase on the last eleven months 
compared with the corresponding 
months of last year. 

Brother Lord closed the meeting 
with prayer. J. L. 

SPECIAL MATTEBS. 
It has been suggested by one of our 
district secretaries that, if possible, 
information as to the number of day- 
schools and the number of scholaors 
attending such schools should be 
given in the next yearly report. Will 
all the local secretaries connected 
with churches tlmt have day-schools 
associated with them give us the 
needful information as early as pos- 
sible? 

It will be a great convenience if 
the secretaries will send in their cir- 
cuit returns as early after their circuit 
meeting as it is in their power to do. 

The accounts for the present year 
are now closed, but it is important 
that all our churches should make 
arrangements for helping as much as 
possible this next year the mission 
fund, Wesleyan Reform Union Fund, 
and the Chapel Belief Fund. A large 
increase in the income of these funds 
is much desired. As a Union, it is 
time we set ourselves to a great work ; 
and this is only to be done by an 
^ted effort, those that are strong 
helping those that are weak. It is 
hoped that the next delegate meeting 
will devise means for more thorough 
And extensive operations for the work 
of God in our Union. After July 1st, 
till August 9th, all letters for the 
General Secretary should be addressed 
for him, St. Just, Cornwall ; and from 
the 9th to the 16th of August at his 
address in London. All post-office 
orders to be made payable in London. 
John Lord. 

33, Ordnance Road, St. John's 
Wood, London, N.W. 



TREMAR COOMBE SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
The anniversary services in connec- 
tion with the above, were held on 
Whit- Sunday, June 1st. The ser- 
mons were preached in the morning 
at eleven, and at six o'clock, by Mr. 
£. Sibcy, circuit minister. In the 
afternoon at half-past two, the chil- 
dren, as has been their wont on such 
occasions, recited some interesting 
pieces and dialogues, and underwent 
a scripture examination ; the subject 
this year being the epistles of St. Paul 
to the Corinthians ; and they played 
their part in capital style, giving 
general satisfaction, and eliciting 
from some quarters the warmest 
praise. The attendance at this and 
the evening service was very great, 
the house on each occasion being 
inconveniently packed, and many, 
some say scores, not being able to get 
in at all. 

On the Monday following, at half- 
past two o'clock, the children met at 
the chapel, and, after listening to an 
address from their minister, walked in 
procession down to the Green, where, 
at the appointed time, they were re- 
galed with tea and cake. At five 
o'clock a public tea was provided, of 
which 260 persons partook. 

Li the evening at seven o'clock, a 
public meeting was held, presided 
over by Brother W. Closer of Merry- 
meet, when the report having been 
read, a couple of dialogues were re- 
cited by a number of the children, 
and addresses delivered by Brothers 
E. Sibcy, and J. Tucker, Bro, R. 
Hancock not having time to speak, 
The choir, assisted by seventy care- 
fully trained children, sang appro- 
priate hymns at intervals during the 
evening, and added much to the en- 
joyment of the meeting. They also 
sang at the services on Sunday. 

The usual votes of thanks having 
been passed, including one for Bro. 
James Stephens, one of the first and 
oldest members of the Society, and 
labourers the in Sabbath-school, the 
meeting, which was an excellent one, 
was brought to a close by the chair- 
man engaging earnestly in prayer. 

WEST BROMWICH CIRCUIT. 

WEST BROMWICH. 

Our School anniversary services 
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were held on May 11th, attended by 
crowded congregations ; the sermons 
were preached by Rev. T. White- 
honse, Messrs. Bichard Weaver, and 
J. Hudson. The amount collected 
was £24 ; the largest sum ever real- 
ised at this place. Our Sunday 
school is in good condition, and the 
work of grace has been seen in the 
salvation of some of the scholars. We 
have room in the Church for more 
scholars and members. 

BLOXWICH. 

We have recently had our chapel 
and schools painted at an expense of 
j£70, half of which was collected be- 
fore commencing, and the remainder 
at the re-opening services. Things 
are certainly brightemng at Bloxwich; 
hopeful and promising signs are 
manifest. The cloud which has hung 
over us for some time, has broken, 
and is dispersing. We have cause 
to praise God for his blessing. 

BLACEHEATH AND BROCKMOOR 

Have this year realised more money 
by their Sunday school anniversary 
services than ever they did, the 
former £9, and latter not quite £0. 
Both are small places. 

At the Lye, they intend in August 
or September to commence a new 
chapel and school. 

Our Legge St. friends (Birmingham) 
had their first chapel anniversary on 
Easter Sunday, when Richard Weaver 
preached. The chapel was literally 
packed, and scores had to go away 
because they could get no farther 
than the gates. He laboured three 
weeks with us, and very successful 
were the services. We are rather 
pressed for money to complete the 
painting expenses, which must be 
paid by July, and if a few kind friends 
will help us, we shall rejoice and be 
glad. 

OLDBURY. 

On Easter Monday, two memorial 
stones of a new chapel and school 
were laid ; one by Mr. Williams (of 
Wolverhampton), and the other by 
his daughter, Mrs. Benyon (of Dunston 
Park) ; the former placed five pounds 
upon the one he laid ; the latter, five 
guineas upon hers. Several bricks 
were afterwards laid by various per- 
sons who placed sums, varying &om 



a sixpence to a sovereign, upon their 
bric^. 

A singing procession started from 
thePeople's Hall,and'marched through 
the various streets of the town to l£e 
place of the new chapel. The weather 
was beautiful and fine, and in the 
presence of a large number of people, 
the stones were laid with the usual 
ceremony. Mr. Williams and his 
daughter had beautiful silver trowels 
presented to them with an appro- 
priate inscription upon each. After 
the ceremony was over, tea was pro- 
vided in the People's Hall, at which 
a large number (considerabl^r more 
than ^as expected) did ample justice. 
A public meeting was afterwards held, 
, presided over by Mr. J. Round (our 
local preacher's Secretary). On the 
platform were a number of gentlemen, 
among whom were Messrs. Carrier 
and Williams (of Wolverhampton) ; 
John Skidmore the popular lay 
preacher of tiie " black country ; " 
Councillor Morley, Haslam, Brown, 
and Oawley of Birmingham ; Richard 
Weaver, and Rev. Mr. Bartlam 
(New Connexion). A select choir 
from Wolverhampton was present, 
and veiy kindly sang a selection of 
sacred music. Mrs. Benyon also sang 
two selections from the " Messiah." 

We commenced first our efforts in 
the open air the first Sunday in May, 
1865, Brother Staines, one of our 
present local preachers being planned 
for the occa&ion. 

A woman very kindly offered her 
house in which to hold our meetings 
afterwards, and in one of the back 
streets we commenced a society on a 
humble scale. The present writer 
has often preached in it, and some- 
times when liiere has not been more 
than half a dozen persons present on 
Sunday evenings. The society grew 
and expanded, a room was taken, and 
by steady and persevering efforts, the 
above is the result. 

Considering that the workers in this 
undertaking are all of the working 
class. Great praise is due to their 
self-denial and noble undertaking; 
and I am pleased to add that so far 
they have received sympathy and 
help from persons of influence. 

J. H. Haslam, Sec. 

29,.Rupert Street, Bizmingham. 
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NEWHILL. 

This is a little village near to Wath- 
npon-Deame, said to be the queen of 
villages in Yorkahire. At the begin- 
ning of the present year, we com- 
menced preaching the Gospel in this 
small village, and received a very 
hearty welcome. There is no other 
place of worship, nor any Sabbatili 
school, in the place. The Mends 
felt anxious to secure, if possible, a 
room, as a preaching-place and Sun- 
day schooL They made known their 
wants to a kind Quaker gentleman 
residing at Newhill Hall, who, with 
his usual liberality, at once complied 
with the request of our Mends by 
letting them a shed and yard at an 
annual rent of ten shillings per year, 
with this understanding — that they 
alter the building for their own con- 
venience, and that they keep posses- 
sion of the same so long as they pay 
the rent, and use the buUdin^ for a 
Sunday school and for preaching the 
Gospel. 

On the 24th March, the comer 
stone of a new building was laid by 
Brother R. Lewis, nussionary. At 
three o'clock in the afternoon, a large 
concourse of people assembled on the 
Bpot, when Brother W. Lansbury 
conmienced the proceedings by giving 
oat the well-known hymn, 

" This stone to Thee, m faith, we lay." 

This having been sung, two of the 
brethren engaged in prayer; after 
which, Brother Lewis proceeded to 
lay the stone. A collection was then 
taken up, after which a portion of 
Scripture was read, and another 
hymn sung ; then Brothers B. Hobson 
and W. Kitching addressed the as- 
sembly, and the whole was brought 
to a close by Brother W. Jones 
engaging in prayer. 

Inunediately after this service 
closed, a tea was provided in one of 
the warehouses belonging to the pot- 
tery (kindly lent for Uie occasion by 
the proprietors), when about two 
hundred sat down to 'an excellent 
tea, provided by the liberality of one 
person. Tea being over, a very 
crowded public meeting was held, 
presided over by Mr. J. Dawson, of 
Newhill, and the meeting was ad- 
dressed by the following brethren :— 



J. Banaclough, W. Lans- 
bury. B. Hobson, W. Kitching, E. 
Clark, G. Cosworth, R. Lewis, and 
J. Myers. It will be a day long to 
be remembered by those present. 
The whole village seemed to partici- 
pate in the joy, and to the* little 
Church in this place it was a real 
success, by bringing, in the way of 
money, some £16 or ^17. Our 
prayer is that "the little one may 
become a thousand, and the small 
one a great nation." W. L. 

CAWSTON SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AKKIVEBSABT. 

On Sundav June 1st, our Mends at 
Cawston held their Sunday school 
anniversary, when two excellent ser- 
mons were preached by the Kev. 
George Nuttall. Several very inter- 
esting recitations were given by the 
children and also some excellent 
singing, which did Mr. Howard who 
had tayken the trouble of training the 
children very great credit. It was 
altogether a good day, the congrega- 
tions were large, and the collections 
in advance of h^i year. 

On Monday, June 2nd, the scholars 
had their annual treat. A quantity 
of sweets were distributed amongst 
them, and at half past five o'clock they 
assembled in the chapel for tea. After 
tea, a public meeting was held, and 
an address was given to children and 
parents by Brother Nattall ; likewise 
such of the scholars as had not given 
their recitations on the Sunday gave 
them at this meeting. Altogether, 
the services were a complete success. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY.— 
ZIQN CHAPEL, WOMBWELL, RO- 
THERHAM AND MEXBRO' CIRCUIT. 

On Sunday, May 18th, 1873, two 
sermons were preached by S. H. 
Burrows, Esq., of Sheffield, when 
suitable hymns and anthems were 
sung by the children and choir, 
under the conductorship of Mr. 
Thomas Thornsby, Wombwell. 

After each service a collection was 
made in aid of the Sunday school. 
The collections for tlie day amounted 
to the sum of £16. 

On Monday, May 19tb, a public 
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tea was provided in the same place 
of which 210 persons partook. After 
tea, a public meeting was held, and 
very interesting and effective ad- 
dresses were delivered by Mr. Priest- 
ley, of Swinton ; the Rev. J. Long, of 
Barnsley; and the Rev. A. Foster 
(Congregational minister), of Womb- 
well. The chair was ably filled by 
Mr. W. Fletcher, of Wombwell, and 
the meeting throughout was v^ry 
satisfactory. 

WIBSEY CIRCUIT. 

SLACK SIDE WESLEYAN REFORM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY. 

Two sermons were preached on Sun- 
day, May 11th, by the Rev. F. J. 
Devine, from Sheffield. Great inte- 
rest on behalf of the school was mani- 
fested by the friends, and the collec- 
tions exceeded any previous occasion, 
amounting to £41 Os. 8d. J. N. 

HOWARD STREET REFORM 
CHURCH, GLOSSOP. 

On Sunday, May 18th, we held our 
twenty-first ^ anniversary in connec- 
tion with the Howard Street Reform 
Sunday School, Glossop. The wea- 
ther, being very wet and cold, pre- 
vented the scholars from enjoying 
their annual procession, which was 
rather a bitter disappointment to 
them, as everything was in readiness 
for doing so. However, the time was 
spent in singing the hymns in the 
school, instead of out of doors. Bro- 
ther J. W. Taft, of Bakewell circuit, 
preached two very eloquent and im- 
pressive seijfnons to very good and 
respectable congregations. The col- 
lections, afternoon and - evening, 
amounted to the handsome sum of 
^30 7s. Id., for which the preacher 
returned thanks on behalf of the 
teachers and superintendents. Mr. 
John Mellor presided at the organ, 
and the choir sang select music 
on the occasion. 

HOWARD STREET REFORM 

CHURCH, GLOSSOP. 

Our dear brother and friend Devine 

was labouring with us for three 



weeks in the latter part of April and 
beginning of May. Our friends at 
Glossop were very glad to receive 
him once more, and his services have 
been appreciated very much. During 
his visit, he has made himself very 
useful in visiting our members and 
friends, besides conducting special 
services and preaching in the chapel. 
Although there has been no ingather- 
ing of precious souls into our Church 
(with the exception of one dear bro- 
ther, a backslider), I must say we, as 
a Church, have had much encourage- 
ment from Brother Devine. to press 
on towards the prize of our high call- 
ing which is in Christ Jesus. May 
the Lord help us to do so unto the 
end! 

THE ROTHERHAM AND MEXBRO' 

CIRCUIT. 

EBfiNEZER CHAPEL, MASBRO'. 

In the beginning of February in the 
present year, the Mends connected 
with this place engaged our Brother 
Barraclough for a fortnight, to visit 
the families round about the new 
chapel, and also in the evenings to 
have services in the chapel, which 
services were conducted by Brother 
Barraclough and our own local 
preachers. During the fortnight we 
have had some seasons of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. Some 
one or two professed to find mercy, 
but have joined other Christian 
Churches. 

On the 23rd of March, our much 
esteemed Brother Lewis came to 
labour amongst us, and continued 
with us for a month. He was no 
stranger to some of us, and often 
have we sat and listened to the word 
of life as it has fallen from his lips, 
but never with more pleasure and 
profit than during this visit. The 
word has indeed been with power, 
especially to believers. We have 
gone to God's house thirsty, and 
have drank ; hungry, and have been 
fed with bread from heaven. Li a 
word, I may say that, during the 
whole montii, there has not been 
one service but some one has been 
blessed. The only thing we deplore 
is this — that sinners have not given 
God their hearts. W. L. 
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THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE SCEIPTXJRE AS THE KULE 
OF CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. 

An open Bible withoat note or comment is the real right of man. No one 
has the right to keep it from his fellow. " It is as a lamp to our feet, and 
a light to onr path." Without it, man's life is a strange and unexplained 
journey, and the end a leap in the dark. Man is a stranger to himself, 
and all others are strangers to him without the knowledge the Bible giyes. 
It is in its pages we read " that God hath made of one blood all the 
families of men for to dwell upon the earth." It is as this word prevails > 
and as it exercises its power, that errors and abuses are removed and true 
righteousness is established. Our confidence in the Bible, and in the 
power of the people to understand it, makes us, as Protestants, refuse to 
be bound by the decision of any man, or to look at the New Testament 
through the eyes of another person. We hold that the Scriptures are 
all-suflBcient, and that the reader is entitled to the exercise of private 
judgment. If we profess attachment to the New Testament, we are not 
at liberty to dispense with aught it enjoins, or in any way to add to its 
principles. Scripture remains immutable; but our views of the truth it 
contains are slowly evolved, and can never be so perfect as to render 
future inquiries unnecessary. We therefore rest upon the Scripture as 
the foundation of our faith and practice. Our first principle is, therefore, 
truly Protestant : 

" That Christ is Head over all things to His Church, and His Word 
the only and sufficient rule of its faith and practice." 

1st. The Headship of Christ over His Church. " And hath put all 
things under His feet, and gave Him to be Head over all things to the 
Church." (Eph. i. 22.) « He is the Head of the Body, the Church.*' 
(Col. i. 18.) " One is your Master, even Christ." (Matt, xxiii. 9.) 

2nd. The Scriptural constitution of the Church. <' For where two or 
three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of 
them." (Matt, xviii. 20.) ''These all continued with one accord in 
prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with His brethren." (Acts i. 14.) " And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place." (Acts ii. 1.) 
" And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks ; and in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of Man. , . . The seven 
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven Churches." (Rev. i. 12, 18, 
20.) 

8rd. The disposition and state of all who seek to be members of the 
Church. <' Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." rMatt. iv. 
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17.) " Repentance toward God, and faith toward onr Lord Jesus 
Christ." (Acts XX. 21.) " Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
treasnre hid in a field; the which, when a man hath found, he hideth 
and for joy thereof goeth and sclleth all that he hath and buyeth that 
field." (Matt. xiii. 44.) " Lo, we have left all, and have followed Thee." 
(Mark X. 28.) ** Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, He 
cannot enter into the king<lom of God." (J«»hn iii. 5.) 

4th. The evidence of tliis disposition and state of mind in our personal 
conduct in relationship to the Church. *^ And the Lord added to the 
Church dkily such as should be saved." (Acts ii. 47.) " And the multi- 
tude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul." (Acts iv. 
82.) Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is ; but exhorting one another, and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching." (Heb. x. 25.) 

5tU. The brotherly feeling to be cultivated by each member toward 
the others in our Church rights and union. " All ye are brethren." 
(Matt, xxiii. 8.) ** These things I command you, that ye love one 
another." (John xv. 17 ) " By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another." (John xiii. 85 ) ** Since We 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all 
the saints." (Col. i. 4.) " Let brotherly love continue." (Heb. xiii. 1.) 
'' Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity." (Psa. cxxxiii. 1.) 

6th, The character of our conduct towards any brother in the Church 
that we remember is offended with our ways. " Therefore if thou bring 
thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way ; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift." (Matt. y. 
28, 24.) 

7th. The manner of our behaviour to any against whom we have 
anything wrong. " Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass against thee, 
go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : if he shall hear 
thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then 
take one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the Church ; but if he neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican." (Matt, xviii. 15-17.) 

8th. The duty of Church members towards those who may be weak 
and need instruction or forbearance. '< Him that is weak in the faith 
* receive ye, but not to doubtful disputation." (Rom. xiv. 1.) " Brethreuy 
if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such a one 
in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." (Gal. vi. 
1, 2.) " Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak, be P^^J^g^t^^g^^^ men 
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^t none render evil for evil nnio any man ; bat ever follow that 
«:ood, both among yourselves and to all men." (1 Thess. v. 14, 

Christians or Charch members ought to condact themselves 

faithfully hold office and labour iu the Church j '' And we 

, brethren, to know them which labour among yon, and are 

. iu the Lord, and admonish (instruct) you ; and to esteem them 

J highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among 

yourselves." (1 Thess. v. 12, 13.) 

10th. The right of Church members to discuss and prove the things 
connected with the interest of the Church. " Prove all things : hold fast 
that which is good." (1 Thess. v. 21.) ** Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God ; because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world." (1 John iv. 1.) 

Let these be taken as a sample of the Divine teaching on matters of 
Christian practice, both for our personal conduct as individuals, and in 
the unity of the Church as a collection of such individuals. If we made 
God's Book more the guide of our personal and Church Government, it 
would be better than many volumes of Minutes of Conferences. A. B. 



MAN UNKEGENERATE. 
" I have not sinned."— Jeeemiah ii. 35. 

" There is but one thing without honour, smitten with eternal barrenness, 
inability to do or be : insinoerifcy, unbelief. He who believes no thing,''— CarlyU, 

How true of the unbeliever is the statement of the inspired penman, " / 
have not sinned,'' although the voice of the Highest says, " A.II have sinned." 
Yet from the time of the Weeping Prophet until now, a period of three 
thousand years, unbelieving, unregenerate man still opposes his state- 
ment to the declaration of Him who is not a man that he should lie. Man, 
a sinner, forms one of the leading and important characteristics of the 
" Word of God ;" its introduction caused by transgression, and its univer- 
sality as inherited by each, of Adam's posterity. It was through disobe- 
dience. Sin entered our world, and death by sin ; so that death has 
passed upon all ; and who but believes in death ? Through «m, the whole 
human race became defiled, and condemned by its guilt ; nothing can be 
or is more humiliating, and nothinar more alarminpr, than the picture of 
pur fallen nature that is given in God's Wnrl. All are fallen, there is 
none righteous. Visit man in wl»atever clime, fainting at the equator, or 
shivering at the p<»le; of whatever tolour, from the fairest European, to 
the darkest of Africa's tribes, of whiiievcr condition, polished by civilisa- 
tion, or wandering a barbarous savage in some far off lan<i ; in all these 
states you find him selfish, debased, and sensual ; all are afflicted wit^ this 
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leprosy ; it has become our hereditary plague ; and has from the fall been 
handed down from age to age, from man to man ; small apparently at its 
fountain, but now, how wide! how deepl how dreadful! the stream. 
" The whole world lieth in wickedness ;" then to say, " I have not sinned," 
is directly antagonistic to the dear eyidence of reason, and the sure Word 
of God. In the prayer of Solomon, at the dedication of the temple ; he 
felt that man was a sinner ; ^^ for there is no man that sinneth not " (1 
Kings iv. 46.) David prayed, " Enter not into judgment with thy servant, 
for in thy sight shall no man living be justified." What then is man 7 

Again^ to say / have not sinned^ is insulting to the Divine character. 
Here let us inquire ; Do we believe Jehovah to be a God of truth, right 
and just in all his ways ? If so, we ask : Has he not from the beginning 
said that sin was a transgression of his law ? has he not shown his abhor- 
rence of transgression, in the expulsion from the garden, the drowning of 
the old world, and the fiery overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, the cities 
of the plains ? Then read his fearful threatenings against transgression; 
how that he will pour his fury out upon the heathen ; that he will make 
his indignation to smoke against the impenitent ; that they shall not in- 
herit his kingdom. Do you laugh at them, and regard them as without 
meaning, mere empty threats, menaces not to be regarded, denunciations 
by a being unable to bring them to pass ? What an impeachment of tbe 
Divine power and veracity ! to m ake God a liar ! What an insult offered 
to that Being whose dwellin g place is the heaven of heavens ; and whose 
footstool is the earth ; whose name is Holy. The man who thus dares to 
act, makes God his enemy ; and oh ! what an enemy ! how powerful and 
matchless ! After his solemn declaration that all flesh hath corrupted 
his way ; that there is none that doeth good, for man to afi&rm, *^ I 
have not sinned," is a most daring insult to the Divine character. 

Again : To say " / have not sinned" is to ea^ose the utterer to bver- 
LASTiNO MISERY and death. 

The danger to which the unbeliever is constantly exposed, is causing 
continually an anxiety in the breasts of all who feel a love for the souls of 
men, and ought to, in the breasts of those who say / have no t sinned^ to see 
if these things are true or not ; for as the Lord liveth, and as the sinner 
liveth, there is not a threatening to be met with in the Bible, however 
awfiil it may be, that he shall not realise, and be made to feel in that state 
which to us now is future. The end of these things is death — eternal death ! 
For upon them he will rain fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest, 
and that shall be the portion of their cup for ever. 

** Who laughs at sin, laughs at his Maker's frowns, 
Laughs at the sword of justice o'er his head ; 
Laughs at the dear Redeemer's tears and wounds, 
Who but for sin had never groaned nor bled.' ' 

Listen, then, sinner, to the voice of mercy, the voice of reason, the 
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voice of conscience, and the Holy Spirit ; and flee for refuge. Escape for 
thy life from thine apostasy : look not behind thee; tarry not in all the 
plain ; for the man-slayer pnrsneth ; hide thyself in the cleft of the rock ; 
look at the goodness of God, look at the Sire of Jesus, look at thine own 
heart, and then ask. Hast thou not sinned ?- Verily thou hast : but thou 
needest no longer to .be a sinner, no longer to lire in sin, no longer to 
commit sin : for " if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
trath is not in us : but if we CDufess our sins. He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

" Oh ! ctirsed, cursed Sin I traitor to God, 
And miner of man ! mother of Woe, 
And Death, and Hell 1 wretched, .... 
Yet wallowing in the mire, .... 
Unawed by wrath, by mercy unreclaimed ; 
Thing most unsightly, most forlorn, most Uid,''-^Pollok. 
Sheffield. Thos. Griffith. 



LESSON XVII.— CHBIST CURES A NOBLEMAN'S SON. 

[first part.] 
Matt. iv. 13 ; Mark i. 14, 15 ; John iv. 43-64. 

The account of the imprisonment of John is fonnd in Matt. xiy. 1-13. 
John the Baptist was imprisoned by Herod. This was Herod Antipas. 
John was imprisoned in Machems, a city and fort in the tribe of Beuben. 
He was pnt to death by being beheaded. This was done at the request of 
Herodias. John was at this time thirty-two years old. Jesus, when He 
heard that John was cast into prison, departed into Galilee. When John 
was shut up in prison, and could not openly preach the word, Gk)d would 
not suffer the word to be bound. 

This journey of our Lord was not immediately after His temptation, 
but same considerable time after. Mr. Wesley puts between the tempta- 
tion and His leaving Nazareth the following :•— << Jesus first went from 
Judea into Galilee (John i. 43; ii. 1), then into Judea again, and 
celebrated the J^assover at Jerusalem. (John ii. 13, and the events given 
in John iii. 22, 23.) All this time John was at liberty (ver. 25). But 
the Pharisees being offended (John iv. 1), and John put in prison, Jesus 
departed into Galilee, and left Nazareth when the people rejected His 
word, and attempted to kill Him. (See Luke xxiv. 29.)'* Capernaum 
was the principal scene of our Lord's miracles during the time of His 
public ministry. It was when John was cast into prison that Jesus came 
into Galilee. Galilee was a province of Palestine. Its length was seventy- 
five miles, its breadth about fifty-five miles. It was divided, into^^ is 
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called Upper and Lower Galilee. Jesus departed into Upper Galilee, 
When Christ came into Galilee, He preached the Gospel of the kingdom 
of God. (Marki. 14.) To preach is iopublishf or proclaim authoritatively, 
as a herald. (2 Cor. y. 20.) The word Gospel signifies good news, or 
glad tidings. It is generally applied to the teachings of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, or the writings of the four evangelists, which contain the history 
of the life, actions, suffenDgs, death, resurrection, ascension, and doc- 
trines of Jesus Christ; but sometimes it is applied to the whole of the 
New Testament. The kingdom of God, in this passage, and in Matt. yi. 
S3, zii. 28, ziz. 24, Luke xii. 31, xyiii. 24, Acts viii. 12, xx. 25, &c., 
refers to the plan of God's grace, by which man is to be saved. The 
time fulfilled was the fulness of the time spoken of by Daniel (ix. 27-29), 
when God sent forth His Son, to show the plan of His grace, by which 
man is to be saved. (Gal. iv. 4.) To fulfil signifies to accomplish, to 
ohetff to complete the design. In Col. i. 25, it means to preach. Christ 
began His ministry in Galilee by preaching repentance and^ faith in the 
Gospel. (See Mark i. 15.) Notice, John commencing his ministry (Matt. 
iii. 2); Jesus commencing His (Matt. iii. 17); Peter his (Acts ii. 38); 
and Paul in his ministry (Acts xx. 21. Eefer to Acts xvii. 30.) 
Bepentance includes : — a conviction of our sins (Psa. xxxviii. 4) ; a godly 
Borrow on account of our sins (2 Cor. vii. 10) ; a full confession to God of 
our sins (Psa. li. 1-3) ; a self-condemnation on account of sin (Psa. li. 4); 
a hatred of sin, because of its being against God*s law (Psa. cxix. 163) ; 
a renunciation, or forsaking of sin (Psa. li. 14) ; and a sincere and ardent 
desire to be entirely delivered from sin, with a full purpose in the heart 
to love God, through the grace received by faith in Jesus Christ (Psa. li. 
7, 2 Cor. vii. 10, 11). To believe is to give credit to anything, to 
receive, to depend upon, to rely upon Christ for salvation. Faith is 
necessary to salvation. Faith is a power ; believing is this power in 
action. 

John iy. 43. — The place from which Jesus departed was Sychar. It 
appears that our Lord stayed two days with the Samaritans, teaching 
them concerning the kingdom of God. Jesus now came into Galilee, 
passing by Nazareth. He chose to exercise His ministry in other parts 
of Galilee (Upper Galilee). Nazareth was a city of Lower Galilee. 

Verse 44. — Jesus testified " that a prophet hath no honour in his own 
country.*' A prophet is one that foretells future events and times. A 
prophet, in the faithful discharge oC his duty, is worthy of honour, or 
respect* All ministers of the Gospel ought to be respected for their 
work*s sake, when that work is performed, as the servants of the Church, 
for Jesus' sake* The ground on which our Lord thus declared *' that a 
prophet hath no honour in his own country " was the readiness of the 
people to be prejudiced against a person on the ground of the meanness of 
his circumstances, and the poverty of his family. (See Matt, xiii 53-58.) 
This people would rather remain in their sins than be. reDroved by one 
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who was fallj acquainted with their manner of life, and himself poor. 
Are we of this class ? or are we open to be told of oar faalts by others, 
however mean in circumstances, or in their education ? Let as not be of 
the class that reject the truth becaase it is spoken to us by a poor 
person. This conduct of not giving honour by receiving the doctrine, or 
obeying the teaching of a pro|jhet is not confined to Nazareth ; it is a 
trait of our fallen nature, and may be found among all people, and at all 
times. 

Verse 45. — The people of this part of Galilee (Upper Galilee) received 
Christ. They received Him kindly, as the pnjmised Messiah. There 
was a political party or sect in the time of Christ, called Gadleans. 
Their anthor, or leader, was one Judas of Galilee. This sect held it 
was not lawful to pay tribute to Caesar. Eemeuiber the question pat 
to Christ on this subject. (Matt. xxii. 17.) Our Lord and the dis- 
ciples were called Galileans. (Mark xiv. 70 ; Luke xxiii. 6.) This was 
because Christ so frequently visited Galilee in His public ministry. 
(Matt. xxvi. G9.) The reason that induced these Galileans to receive 
Jesus was the things that they had seen Jesus do in Jerusalem at the 
feast. This was the feast of the Passover. The Passover was a feast 
^ kept in remembrance of the destroying angel passing over the houses of 
Israel, while he slew all the fiist-born in h^gypt. (Ex. xii. 21-30.) At 
the Passover, as many as 250,000 victinis were ofiered in sacrifice. The 
Passover feast commenced on the 14th day of the month Nisan, or the 
dOth of our March. It was continued for a week, or seven days. It was 
held in the city of Jerusalem, the capital of Judea. The Galileans also 
went up to the feast. The things which they saw were probably the 
purging of the temple by Christ. (John ii. 13-25.) To receive Christ is 
to believe on Him. All who thus receive Christ have eternal life. (John 
i. 12.) 

" Author of faith, to Thee I lift " Surely Thou canst not let me die ; 

My weary, longing eyes ; O speak, and I shall live I 

O let me now receive that gift t For here 1 will unweaiied lie, 

My soul without it dies. TiU Thou Thy Sjt;irit give 1" 

J. LOBP. 
(^To be continued.) 



MEMOIR OF JOSEPH MELLOR, OF GLOSSOP. 
Tub subject of the following brief memoir was born at Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, a small town about nine miles from Glossop, and in the county of 
Derby, in the year of our Lord 1812. When quite a boy he was sent to 
Sunday school in the village, where he first learned the story of the cross. 
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A number of years rolled on without any visible change, although he 
was a sharp, intelligent young man. When about twenty-one years of age 
he married, and yery soon after remoyed to the town of Glossop. He, along 
with his partner, commenced attending the Wesleyan Chapel at Whitfield, 
where he was a constant hearer of the Gospel until the Reform agitation, 
in the year 1849. Our deceased Brother Mellor was a foremost man in 
the taking of the Temperance Hall, being a yery regular attendant at the 
preachings. As soon as it was found necessary to build a chapel. Brother 
Mellor was again found ready to assist in the undertaking, and by his 
advice and counsel, very many obstacles and difficulties were overcome, and 
the preseiit building, in which we are assembled this evening, is the result 
of his determined energy and perseverance. When once he commenced 
anything which he thought was just and right, he was never satisfied 
till he had accomplished it. He never took up anything, and because 
difficulties met him in the way, gave it up again. No ; he was one of 
the first in the cause of Reform^ and he was found espousing the cause to 
the last. The Church at Howard Street loses a most valuable friend and 
counsellor, he having been one of the most active persons on the trust, 
and not only so, but he has occupied the important office of Treasurer to the 
chapel since its erection in 1854. He was a lover of the house of God, 
and whenever opportunity afforded him, he was to be found in his wonted 
place in his pew, evidently well pleased in singing the praises of God 
and hearing the expounding of the word of God. He was a very attentive 
hearer of the Word, and often has he expressed himself, how happy he 
felt under the preaching of the Gospel. About the year 1865 his dear 
daughter Hannah died, which for a time pressed very heavily upon him, 
and in the year 1867 he was called upon to part with bus dear wife. It 
was a great trial to part with her who had shared life with him for so 
many years, and who had been such a happy partner to him ; but he 
could say, '' The Lord gave and the Lord taketh away ;'' and that ^' all 
things work together for good to them that love God, and to them who 
are called according to his purpose." 

A few days after the death of his wife, he found his health really 
giving way ; when he was heard to say, *' I, too, must put my house in 
order, for I feel this earthly house of my body is giving way. I have 
three children and my dear wife who have landed safe in the haven of 
repose. I too must prepare to follow those who have only gone before.** 

As a parent he was most affectionate, ever striving to make his chil- 
dren as happy and comfortable as he possibly could, and his son and 
two daughters, who are left to mourn his loss, will feel it most acutely ; 
but their loss and the church's loss, will be his gain. He has outridden 
the storm ; he has gained the blessed shore ; and has now recognised his 
dear wife and children in that land of pure delight, there never, no never ^ 
to part 'again. Oh ! what a meeting that must be when parents and 
children greet each other in the New Jerusalem above. , ^^^.^ 
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As a citizen and tradesman, he was yery highly esteemed and respected, 
especially for his kind disposition and amiability towards every one who 
had to deal with him ; and through a period of forty years as resident 
in the neighbourhood , there were very few bat what oonld speak in the 
highest praise, and bear testimony to his nnblemished character. He 
was not a man of mnch noise and sound, but what he did, he did well 
and quietly. He has seryed the town well as a servant, he having at 
various times occupied several important positions, viz., guardian of the 
poor ; representative in the borough council chamber ; member of the 
burial board ; and overseer of the poor, which office he held at the time of 
his decease. Through a long illness he has been very patient, though 
heavily afflicted. He has been able to say, " I will trust in Ood, for I 
shall yet praise Him who is the health of my countenance and my 
Qtod" He was very glad when any of the people of God went to visit 
him, especially those of his own church, to which he had been connected 
for BO many years j and always felt an interest in their prayers. He was 
very much encouraged by the visits of the Rev. J. Jones, to whom he 
expressed his unshaken confidence in Qod, and the strong faith he had in 
meeting those who had gone before. He continued to get worse almost 
every day, evidently suffering ver/ acutely, still very patient, considering 
his bodily pain. At last the moment arrived for his departure, and on 
the 15th of March, 1873, about one at noon, he expired almost in the 
kind embraces of his son and daughter, without a groan or a sigh. He has 

gonef but we rejoice he has left a testimony behind that he is gone to 

be for ever with the Lord. 

" Onr brother the haven hath gained, 

Outflying the tempest and wind, 
His rest he hath sooner obtained 

And left his companions behind, 
Still tossed on a sea of distress, 

And toiling to make the blest shore, 
Where all is assnranoe and peace, 

And sorrow and sin are no more." 

His funeral sermon was preached in the chapel on Sunday evening, 
March 30, by the Bev. J. Jones, of Glossop, to an attentive congregation. 
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destrnotion was correspondent with 
its crimes. 

Looking at the situation in which 
Babylon once stood, Alexander the 
Great formed a desire for rebuilding 
it, witli the intention of fixing tlie 
seat of his empire at Babylon, pro- 
jected the bringing back of the Eu- 
phrates into its natural and former 
channel, and had actually set his 
men to work ; but the Almighty de- 
feated this enterprise by the death of 
Alexander, which happened soon 
after. 

Many of the Babylonians made 
great boast of their antiquity in their 
knowledge of astronomy. They rec- 
konedTfour hundred and seventy-three 
thousand years from the observations 
of their first astroloojers to the arrival 
of Alexander the Great. But Aris- 
totle, who was curious in inquiring 
into the truth of what was related of 
these observHtions, desired of Calis- 
thenes, his scholar, who accompanied 
Alexander to Babylon, to send him 
the most certain and exact account 
that he could gather of this matter; 
and accordingly he sent him astrono- 
mical observations which had been 
made for one thousand four hundred 
and three years, which came within 
a hundred and fifteen years of the 
flood, or fifteen years after the Tower 
of Babel was built, but fell infinitely 
short of their other monstrous com- 
putations. Notwithstanding, this of 
Calistlienes seems to be a little en- 
lar;4ed, because, according to our 
chronologv, we reckon no more than 
about eighteen hundred years from 
Nimrod and the Tower of Babel to 
the reign of Alexander at Babylon. 
(Calmet's Dictionary.) 

Nebucliadnezzar. — It was under 
his reign that Babylon rose to its 
highest degree of splendour and 
power, yet he did not ascend to the 
tlirone till one hundred years after 
the propliet Isaiah died. 

Opinions and statements of many 
learned writers differ a little in respect 
to Babylon. Some authors, indeed, 
will have the walls only one hundred 
feet in height, but they speak of them 
only as they were after the time of 
Darius Hystaspes, who. to hinder 
any future rebellion, took away their 
gates and beat down their walls to 



the height of about fifty cubits. Hero- 
dotus says it was 480 furlongs in 
circumference; Pliny and Solinus 
make it the same. Strabo says it 
was 385; Diodorus, 360; Oiitarchus 
says it was 365, and Curtius says it 
was 368 furlongs in circumference. • 

Position of Babylon. — ^A simple 
glance at the map of Asia will con- 
vince any one that somewiiere in the 
vicinity of Babylon is the natural 
seat of power in the East, and that 
few places on the globe are more 
eligibly situated for a vast trade, as it 
was conducted before the discovery 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Quite across the city ran the river 
Euphrates, whicii entered in on the 
north and went out on the south side. 
At the extremities of tlie bridge wiiich 
crossed it stood two palaces, tlie old 
one on the east, and the new one on the 
west side of the river, the former of 
which took up four of the squares 
referred to above, tlie other nine ; and 
the temple of Belus, which stood 
near the old palace, took up another. 

Kespecting the temple of Belus. — 
It was one of the most wonderful 
works in the world. It was a square 
of a furlong on each side, — half a mile 
in the whole compass, — and consisted 
uf eight towers ^or what seemed like 
towers), built one above another. 
The way to go up it was bj' stairs on 
the outside round it. In it there 
were many large rooms, with arclied 
roofs supported by pillars. It was 
used for idolatrous purposes. This 
temple was much enlarged by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and he enriched it with 
many of the vessels taken from the 
temple at Jerusalem. This temple 
stood in Babylon till the time of 
Xerxes. 

Size of Babylon. — ^It was sixteen 
miles on each side, or sixty miles in 
compass; some writers say it was 
eight times as large in extent as 
London and its appendages. It is 
not inferred, however, that all this 
vast space was compactly built. It 
was enclosed with a'wall : but a con- 
siderable portion of it might have 
been occupied with the public squares, 
with palaces, and with hanging 
gardens ; or possibly might have been 
unoccupied. 

Tapestries embroidered with figures 
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of griffins and other monsters of 
eastern imagiaation, were worked by 
the Babylonians and formed a large 
part of their exports. 

Unpeopled aud a waste is the spot 
on wliich Babylon once stood. Strabo 
Bays that in his time the city was a 
vast solitude. Lucian affirms that 
'* Babylon will soon be sought for 
and not found." Jerome, that in his 
time it was a receptacle ftr beasts ; 
and modern travellers (including Sir 
R. K. Porter) testify to the universal 
desolation. " It is little better than 
a swamp, and I could not help re- 
flecting (says one) how faithfully the 
various prophecies have been ful- 
filled." 

Virtue and religion was much 
persecuted by the Babylonians. 
Kotice the case of Shadrach, Me- 
Bhach, and Abednego, Dan. ill.; 
and the case of Daniel as given 
in the 6th chapter. 

Walls of Babylon are said by 
Herodotus to have been eighty-seven 
feet thick and 350 high. Built of 
bricks dried in the sun. There were 
100 gates to the city. 

Xeiiophon and Herodotus, two in- 
dependent historians ; the former of 
whom lived 850 yeai*s after the 
death of Isaiah, and the latter-named 
only 250. Both writers have left a 
careful account of the siege, of the 
diversion of the river, of the capture 
of the city, and of the death of the 
king. 

Yielding to sin. It is likely that 
Nebuchadnezzar by the just judgment 
of God, was punished with madness, 
which so disordered his imagination, 
that he fancied i dm self a beast, and 
was prompted to act like one. Dan. 
iv. 81-88. 

Zeal for the Lord is the great de- 
fence of nations, when controlled by 
the principle of righteousness. It 
exalteth a nation ; but sin is a re- 
proach to any people. See Prov. xiv. 
84. A. B. 

JESUS CABES'FOB CHILDREN. 
How often have we heard our chil- 
dren ask, ** Does Jesus care for us ?" 
Yes ; Jesus cares for little children. 
He cares for every man and every 
beast. " Doth God take care for 
oxen?" "Behold the fowls of the 



air ; for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into the barns ; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they ?" 
Being much better than the fowls of 
the air, and for these the Lord cares, 
Jesus must care for children. ** But 
how does He show His care for me?" 
a little one may ask. Children like 
to feel that they are cared for, and if 
a friend will speak kind words to 
them, put his hand upon their heads, 
and help them by some kind and 
loving act, children will not need to 
be told often that such a person cares 
for them. Now Jesus has done all 
this to children, and He yet does all 
these things to the children in these 
days. Does a little boy or girl say, 
" I should like to hear Jesus speak 
to me. I should like Jesus to put His 
gentle hand on me. I should like 
Jesus to show me how, as a child, I 
ought to live before him. If I could 
hear, and see, or feel all this, then 
I would think Jesus cares for chil- 
dren, and my little heart would love 
Him, and my mouth slionld utter His 
praises by singing our maay delight- 
ful hymns, and I would pray, 

" Put Thy hand upon my head ; 
Let me in Thy arms be stayed ; 
Let me lean upon Thy breast, 
Lull me, lull me, Lord, to rest." 

Jesus is the example to children. 
"Aud He (Jesus) went down with 
them (Joseph and Mary, His reputed 
father and mother), and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them." (Luke ii. 51.) And in this 
Jesus speaks and says, *' Learn of 
Me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls." 

Jesus takes care of little children 
in providing for them food, and in 
giving them enjoyments. God your 
heavenly Fatlier ** knoweth that you 
have need of all these things." .... 
" And all these things shall be added 
unto you?" . . . " Wherefore, if God 
so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to-day is and to-morrow is cast into 
the oven, shall He not much more 
clothe you." (Matt. vi. 30-36.) He 
cares for you. 

Jesus desires little children to be 
free with Him, and to come to Him. 
Jesus said, " Suffer little children to 
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come onto me, and forbid them not, 
for of such is the kingdom of hea- 
ven." (Matt. xix. 14; Mark x. 14.) 
JesuB is much displeased with all 
who hinder children from coming to 
Him. \^at, then, will Jesns be to 
those^ little children who will not 
come to Him ? 

Jesus will take little children very 
near to Him, and love them. " He 
took them np in His arms, put His 
hands upon them, and blessed them." 
(Mark x. 16.) 

*( LoYlng Jesus, gentle Lamb, 
In Thy gradons hands I am ; 
Make me, Savionr, what Thon art ; 
live Thyvelf within my heart." 



KEEP GOOD COMPANY. 

Deab young Fbiends, — I pray that the 
Lord will enable you to " avoid bad 
company." Many boys have written 
this motto in their copy-books, and 
allow me to say that it is very impor- 
tant indeed when we look around 
and see what sad pictures there are 
in human society owing to keeping 
bad company when young. Be care- 
ful, then, dear young friends, what 
company you keep ; beware of what 
companionships you form. Let me 
say to yon, remember your character. 
May you try, by the help of God> to 
avoid bad company. May your en- 
deavours be to seek after wisdom and 
walk with the wise; then you will 
improve your own mind and fit 
yourself for the various pursuits of the 
world. I mean, whatever may be your 
calling, let me say, *' Seek ye first 
the kmgdom of heaven." 

* They are blessed, and blessed for ever, 
Who in dbildhood's early day 
Seek the care of Him who never 
Tnms the seeking soul away." 

My dear young Mends, beware of 
those who scoff at the saints of God 
and sneer at Bible truths, Let me 
say, beware of all such companions. 
May your aim be to walk with those 
who fear the Lord, and do not care, 
whatever may be the position and at- 
tainment of a person if he is im- 
moral, and makes light of religion. 
Let me thus urge you to shun all 
questionable company, and ever be 
looluig unto Jesus, walking in His 



footsteps, that your influence may be 
powerful in doing good. 

Thomas Heath, Jun., 
Sunday School Superintendent. 
Plymouth. 



SUMMEB. 
A RICH snn-glory rests la radiant power 
Upon the jewelled chalice of each flower; 
AU summer's full harmonions notes com- 
bine 
With the soul's sympathy of praise dlTine 1 
Each faery tone that glides or swells along 
Combines with cadence of some older song I 
Now soaring— faith's impassioned psahtt of 

praise I 
Now sinking— grief's weird tone of pen- 
sive days ! 
Or mnrmnring through the flowers] in 

love's low tone. 
Anon to pierce the clouds with griefs deep 

groan I 
Time veils with bony hand his boming eyes, 
E'en where life's bloom-hid dost the thick- 
est lies, 
And shrinks,— a conquered conqueror, as 

he sweeps 
Where faith o'er life's cold day its tribute 

weeps, 
Tet upward looks to rend the deep blue sky 
Where reigns the Prince of Peace o'er 

realms on high ; 
While memory scoffs Him, and with pen- 

sive smUe 
Dares in death's realms her passion to be- 
guile! 
Life reigns, in high despite of death and 

time, 
'Mid summer's glorious, life-redundant 

clime I 
Past, present, future, centre in man's soul, 
And falls from death his life-concealing 

cowl! 
From pnpa-tomb with winged joy on high 
The butterfly flits through the summer 

sky; 
And ever buds to virgin flowers unclose, 
And forming seeds decay and death oppose. 
So summer reigns in plenitude of life, 
The ever-conquering and unf oiled in strife. 
8. Lamflouoh. 



BOMAN EBBOBS. 
Wk first read of the title of Universal 
Bishop (at Borne) a.d. 606 ; of the 
canonical authority of the Apocrypha 
and Vulgate, and traditions as articles 
of faith, at the Council of Trent, in 
the sixteenth century ; of the use of 
the Latin ton^j^i^^^g^^s^^ the 



EBLlaiOUS INTtBLLIGEKOB. 



125 



exclnsion of the vernacular, in the 
seventh century (666). Transubstan- 
tiation was first taught in the eighth 
century. In the eleventh, the Lord's 
Supper was mutilated by the estab- 
lishment of communion of one kind. 
In the twelfth, the doctrine of seven 
sacraments was first taught. The 
doctrine of the meritorious virtue of 
penance, of purgatory, and prayers 
for the dead, date no earlier tiian 
the seventh century, and were not 
positively affirmed till the year lUO. 
The power of granting indulgences 
was not claimed by the popes UU the 
twelfth century. Auricular confes- 
sion was first enjoined by the fourth 
Lateran Council in the thirteenth 
century. The celibacy of the clergy 
as universal and compulsory was 
ordained at the end of the fourth, and 
was confirmed by Gregory VII. at 
the end of the eleventh century. — 
JBible Handbook. 



WESLETAN REFORM UNION 
COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Held at 8, Exeter Hall, July 11, 1873. 

Tab following brethren were pre- 
sent: Thomas Chamberlain, T. H. 
Bichard, and P. Parker. 

Brother Chamberlain was elected 
chairman, and opened the meeting 
with prayer. 

The minutes of committee meeting, 
held June 13, were read by Brother 
T. H. Bichard, the Secretary being 
on a visit for six weeks to the church 
r\ St. Just, Cornwall. 

Resolved. — That the minutes be 
confirmed as a correct report. 

The correspondence from the cir- 
cuits was read. 

Replies to the agenda had been 
received from the following brethren, 
and read in the meeting ; E. Benson, 
J. Packett, E. Courtnall, A. Holland, 
and W. Wilkinson. 

Missionaries' reports were read 
and considered. 

The missionaries having appoint- 
ments to the end of August, no farther 
appointments were made. 

Resolved,— -That the following ac- 
counts be paid from the mission 
fund ; — 



£ B. d. 
MiBsionaries' Salaries : . 21 13 4 

Half one quarter's salary for 

Secretary . 12 10 

Postage, P.O.O. d;c., for half 

year . . . 1 12 3 

Bfulway expenses for Secretary 

while in the Bakewell and 

Ashby-de-la-Zonch Circuits 6 
Adyertisements in " Christian 

Words" - . 2 14 

Missionary CoUectors' Prizes C^ 

and Postage . . 6 13 6 

44 9 1 



That the application from the 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch circuit for the ap- 
pointment of Brother Lowis and, the 
arrangement being made with them 
by the Secretary, it be confirmed. 

That the following book-room ac- 
counts be paid : — 

£ s. d. 

Grane, rent and gas . . 12 10 5 

Price (binding) . . 11 9 1 

Nelson (printing) .430 

Lord (for salary, postage, &c.) 14 2 4 

Parker (varions) . . 11 9 3 

Bale, &c. (printing) . .366 

Cowan (paper) . . 4 13 6 

61 13 1 



An application having been made 
by the binder for an increase on the 
original contract for binding, on ac- 
count of the high price of leather and 
labour, and this committee having 
fully considered the matter, and 
having consulted pU the members of 
committee. 

It is resolved (with one dissentient) 
that the increased list for binding be 
adopted. 

The book steward gave a state- 
ment of the sales for the month, 
showing an increase, as also on the 
year. 

The meeting was concluded with 
prayer. J. L. 

SPECIAL MATTERS. 
We are sorry that, as yet, the returns 
from all the circuits have not reached 
us. 

It will give us pleasure if all the 
circuit secretaries who have not sent 
in their circuit schedules for the Dele- 
gate Meeting will do so at once, and 
address to the Secretary, St. Just, 
Cornwall, up to the 9th of the month. 
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Then to his address, 88, Ordnance 
Road, St John's Wood, London, 
N.W. 

P.O.O.'s should be sent to the 
secretary to his present address, but 
made payable in London. It is im- 
portant that all money in hand for the 
funds of the Union should be sent, if 
possible, before tlie delegate meeting. 

It is hoped that all tiie delegates 
will be in Bakewell in time to be 
present at the opening of the Delegate 
Meeting on Tuesday, August 19, at 10 
o'clock a.m. Business of importance 
will belaid before the brethren. 

J. LoHD, Gen. Sec. 

WESLETAN REFOEM UNION. 
To all the members of the churches 
in the Union, we would now say, 
" Brethren, pray for us." This month 
the General Committee and the re- 
presentatives from the churches will 
have the pleasure of meeting each 
other in order to review the labours 
of the past year, and to settle mat- 
ters connected with the interests of the 
Union. The subject of our future 
prosperity will have to be prayer- 
fully considered, and means devised 
by which, under the Divine blessing, 
it is hoped our success as churches 
will be brouaht about. In this work 
much of that wisdom which cometh 
from above will be needed by the 
brethren. Let all our churches pray 
that it may be ^iven. 

It is true that as a Union we do 
not meet in our delegate meeting 
*in order to legislate for the churches, 
so as to lay heavy burdens upon 
them. We hold the right of local 
and independent government in all 
our churches, yet there are matters 
in the Union which need the yearly 
gathering and the earnest and prayer- 
ful consideration of the representa- 
tives of such churches. In the careful 
and united review of the present state 
of the work of God, suggestions may 
be made for the general good and the 
glory of God in the conversion of 
souls to Giirist. 

All our churclies should, if pos- 
sible, be represented in this meetinjy 
by delegates, but if n<»t so, it is hoped 
that all will send a written report of 
theii; spiritual state, as well as a 
"itatibtical statement, that it might be 



read in the meeting. The general 
secretary will be glad to receive 
such reports from churches not send- 
ing delegates to the meeting. 

Let the following extracts from the 
letters received during the past month 
be read and considered by you : — 

Bradford. — Bethesda Chapel Sab- 
School Anniversary. — " Three ser- 
mons were preached on Sunday, 
June 18, morning and evening, by 
Brother E. Barley, of Wibsey, and 
in the afternoon by the Rev. B. 
Wood, General Baptist minister, 
Bradford. Select hymns and an- 
thems were sung by the choir and 
scholars. The collections were la 
advance of last year, amoonting to 
^23 12s. 6d." 

Swansea. — " I stated in my last 
that we had lost our place of wor- 
ship, the mortgagee having called 
in his money, and we were not able 
to borrow anywhere else. Since then 
our small society has been separated, 
Ten members have joined the United 
Free Methodists, and four have joined 
the Baptist Church. Myself and fa- 
mily will, in a short time, leave this 
place. The little cause here is now 
scattered. I am sorry for it.** 

Worcester. — " We have good, faith- 
ful preaching, 'and the appointed 
times of meeting are regularly at- 
tended to. Still we appear to be 
somewhat at a stand. Notwithstand- 
ing, I believe, though we are few 
in number, we are looking for- 
ward to better days. We sUll be- 
lieve that by faith in the Lord and 
persevering prayer, nothing doubt- 
ing, the blessing will come. We 
have much to praise God for since 
the opening of the room for worship. 
Much good has been the result, in the 
conversion and saving of some of the 
most abandoned, who are now oma- 
mentb to the church, and living tes- 
timonies of the power of God to sal- 
vation. 

" Since I wrote you last we have lost 
one of our members. Brother Tliomas, 
aged 81, a father in our little church, 
a consistent follower of the Lord Je- 
sus, and an affectionate and loving 
brother. He was many years the 
treasurer to the old body, and he has 
been our treasurer up to the time of 
his removal to the hett^ 
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AtUreVffe. — Byoih«r Lowis writes : 
" I am glad to say that we had a 
very good time od Sanday, June 16, 
and following week. Good congre- 
gations, very good meetings, and lour 
were converted to God. Praise the 
Lord !" 

OuUhoro*. — "I am happy to tell 
you we are doing very well in our 
little Society. Our numbers are 
tldrteen in good standing, and I be- 
lieve there are four or five more. 
Some of them are in great distress on 
account of their sins, and one m^ui 
came to the penitent bench on Sun- 
day night, and cried for mercy with 
all his migrht. To God be all the 
praise ! We trust before long to 
extend our borders by the help of the 
Lord." 

Mansfield^ Annesley Woodhouse.'^ 
** In reference to our Church, we are 
not getting on as well as we could 
desire. We have peace among our- 
selves, but not that prosperity we 
would like to see. Perhaps the fault 
is most in ourselves, in not being 
more devoted to God, and in our not 
labouring more for the cause of God 
in the salvation of our fellow-men. 
Still, I believe the good Spirit is at 
work amongst us, and we are look- 
ing forward to and expecting better 
days to dawn upon us. We have the 
drops. May we soon have the showers 
of His grace. We quite believe we 
must sow if we expect to reap, and 
labour if we must get any reward." 

Bradford. — " We had a happy 
quarter - day meeting, showing a 
small increase in numbers." 

Orantham, — "I may say that we 
have just had our Sunday School 
anniversary, and it has proved to be 
the most successful, in every sense 
of the term, that we have experienced 
for many years past, the total amount 
realised is considerably in advance 
of last year. For this we thank 
God, from whom all blessings flo^, 
and take courage." 

JVihsey. — ** We had a very good 
quarterly meetinj? on June 80. The 
returns show a small increase. We 
have commenced out-door preaching, 
to' try to bring our neighbours to 
the house of God." 

Deddington. — " I send you the cir- 
cuit returns for the year, but we are 



sorry to have to report a decrease in 
numbers. Several causes have ope- 
rated among us to produce this. 
The labour movement has had an 
effect ; and then we ourselves are 
below the mark in regard to our faith 
in God, zeal for His glory, and tiie 
desire for the salvation of souls. I 
am, however, hopeful as to the future. 
We are getting more united, and we 
see a marked improvement in the 
needful conditions of success in the 
work of God here." J. L. 



MUFF FIELD.— WIBSEY AND BEAD 
FORD CIRCUIT. 

Wesleyan Reform Chapel, Bow- 
ling Old Lane. — On Whit-Sunday, 
June 1, three sermons were preached 
in the above chapel on behalf of the 
Sunday School ; that in the morning 
at half-past ten by the Rev. E. Bar- 
ley, of Wibsey, and those in the after- 
noon at half- past two and in the 
evening at 6 o'clock, by the Rev. F. 
J. Devine, of Sheffield, when the sum 
of j£61 Is. e^d. was collected. Seve- 
ral very interesting pieces were 
recited by the children, and hymns 
and anthems were sung by the scho- 
lars, assisted by an efficient choir, 
E. Briqo. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SEBMONS AT 
OWLERTON, NEAR SHEFFIELD. 
The anniversary of the Sunday 
School belonging to the Wesleyan 
Reformers at Owlerton, in tlie Shef- 
field Circuit, took place on Sunday, 
June 15, when two sermons were 
preached by Brother S. Hereman, of 
Baslow, in the morning at half-past 
ten o'clock, and in the evening at six. 
A very interesting children's service 
was held in the afternoon by Mr. 
Thomas Ward, of Sheffield, who gave 
a most excellent address to both 
scholars and parents. The whole of 
the Sabbath services were conducted 
in the open-air, preparations having 
been made upon the supposition that 
if the day should prove fine, the num- 
ber of hf'arers would far exceed what 
the chapel would hold. A spacious 
platform had been erected against the 
side of the chapel wall for tlie scho- 
lars and preacher, and all the movable 
forms were brought out.aud^j^^^^ed 
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on the grass for the congregation, 
which, as the day was fine, proved 
very large and were most attentive. 
The collections amounted to £19 Is., 
which is a considerable increase on 
former years. On the following Mon- 
day, June 16, a public tea-meeting was 
held in the chapel, and after tea a 
children's service took place, con- 
ducted by Mr. George D. Baxter, 
which gave great satisfaction. Al- 
together, the whole of the services 
were a success, the good Lord being 
with us, and accompanying His word 
with power. 

NOBWICH CHAPEL AND SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ANNIVERSAEY. 

Our friends in Norwich celebrated 
the re-opening of their new school- 
rooms in connection with our Mission 
Chapel, when three excellent sermons 
were preached ; that in the morning 
by Mr. E. Benson, of Birmingham, 
and those in the afternoon and even- 
ing by T. Chamberlain, Esq., of 
Windsor. On Tuesday evening, 
June 10th, a tea-meeting was held in 
the chapel, when a goodly number 
sat down. After tea a public meet- 
ing was held, when J. Wade, Esq., 
of Mitcham, Surrey, was called to 
the chair. His opening speech was 
an excellent one. He pointed out, 
in glowing colours, the amazing ad- 
vantages our young people now pos- 
sessed by the plain and simple reli- 
gious instruction given in our Sab- 
bath schools every Sabbath, and 
spoke words of encouragement to 
both teachers and parents to perse- 
vere in a work so great and glorious, 
the fruits of which would last through 
eternity. Mr. William Rowling was 
next called upon to read the report, 
which was of a most encouraging 
character, showing that the school 
had so considerably increased in 
numbers that it became necessary to 
build the present enlarged premises, 
the old ones not being capable of ac- 
commodating more than fifty chil- 
dren. The present buildings are cal- 
culated to hold comfortably two hun- 
dred. The cost of the building, 
including gas, stoves, and fixtures, is 
estimated at £150. 

After the report, Mr. J. Rose, of 
Aylesbury, the Rev. J. J. J. Kemp- 



Bter, of Norwich, Mr. A. Goodaore, of 
Hooley Hill» near Manchester, Mr. 
W. Garrett, of EUand, Yorkshire, 
and Mr. E. Benson,. of Birmingham, 
gave heart-stirring addresses upon 
the good effected by Sunday schools. 
The collections and donations pro- 
mised towards the cost of the new 
school-rooms amounted to £44 19s. 
4^., including the £10 from T. Jar- 
rold, Esq., of Norwich. 

YOULGEEAVB SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ANNIVEBSAEY, 
BAEEWELL CIRCUIT. 
On Sunday, June 15th, two sermons 
were preached in Mount Zion Cha- 
pel, Youlgreave, on behalf of the 
Sunday School, by Mr. Councillor 
J. Neal, of Sheffield, to large congre- 
gations, when several interesting 
pieces were sung with good effect by 
the scholars during the service. The 
collections were very satisfactory. 
On Monday, June 16th, a public tea- 
Ineeting was held in the spacious 
school-room, at which a large num- 
ber sat down. After tea Mr. Law- 
rence Fumess, of Birchills, was 
unanimously called to the chair, 
when excellent addresses were deli- 
vered by Mr. Councillor NeaJ, Mr, 
J, W. Taft, Mr. E. Wright, Mr. E. 
MeUor, Mr. E. SiddaU, Mr. George 
Wain, Mr. Matthew Wright, and 
Mr. D. Thompson. The meeting 
altogether passed off well. 

BBASSINGTON SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ANNIVERSAEY. 
BAEEWELL CIRCUIT. 
The anniversary services of the 
Wesleyan Reform Sunday School at 
Brassington, in the Bakewell Cir- 
cuit, took place on Sunday, May 
11th, when two sermons were preached 
by Mr. S. Hereman of Baslow. 
Both the services had crowded con- 
gregations, and the scholars recited 
and sung several nice pieces. The 
collections were in advance of former 
years, and were very satisfactory. 
On Monday, May 12th, a public tea- 
meeting was held, and after tea Mr. 
S. Hereman was called upon to pre- 
side, when several good and effec- 
tive speeches were delivered, and we 
tnist the meeting was attended with 
great and lasting good. 
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In oonneotion with the above, 
seimons were preached on Sunday, 
Angnst 17th, as nnder : 
BakeweU Reform OhapeL 
10.80, by Rev. E. Barley ; 6 p.m., by 
Bey. J. Packett. 
Bakewell Independent Chapel, 
6 pjn., by Rev. E. Barley, of 
Wibsey, Yorks. 
Eyam Reform Chapel, 
2.80 and 6 p.m., by Mr. E. Court- 
nail, of Sheffield. 
Boilow Reform Chapel. 
6 p.m., by Mr. Wash, Twyford, 
Berks. 
Grindleford Bridge Reform Chapel, 
2.80 and 6 p.m., by Mr. Parker, 
Finedon. 
Foohw Reform Chapel. 
2.80 and 6 p.m.,by Mr. E. Benson, 
of Birmingluun. 
YotUgreave Reform Chapel. 
6 p.m., Public Lovefeast, Rev. T. 
Whitehoose, and Councillor J., 
Neal to conduct. 
Brassington Rrfbrm Chapel. 
2.30 and 6 p.m., by Uie Rev. J. 
Butler, of High Wycombe. 
Elton Reform Chapel. 
2.30 and 6 p.m., by Mr. R. Porter, 
of Doncaster. 
Stanton Rrform Chapel, 

6 p.m., by Mr. J. Round, of Dudley. 
Stanton Lees Reform Chapel. 
10.80 a.m. and 6 p.m., by the Rev. 
A. Holland, of Grantham. 
Birohover Reform Chapel. 
6 p.m., by Mr. W. Wilkinson, of 
Sheffield. 
Froggatt Reform Chapel. 
6 p.m., by Mr. W. Kitching, of 
Eotherham. 
Ourhar Reform Chapel. 
6 p.m., by Mr. W. Nott, of London. 

S£PT£MB£B, 1873* 



Rotctley Preaching Room, 
6 p.m., by Mr. J. Nodder, of Shef- 
field. 
Over Haddon Reform Chapel. 
6 pjn., by Mr. J. Doughty, of 
Sheffield. 
Winster Reform Chapel. 
2.80 and 6 p.m., by Mr. W. Dawtry, 

of Sheffield. 
Collections for Delegate Meeting 
Expenses were made on the Sunday 
in each of the Wesleyan Reform 
Chapels. 

OAHP HSXTINO. 

The Central Delegate Camp Meet- 
ing was held at Youlgreave. The 
Stanton, Birchover, Alport, Rowsley, 
Over Haddon, and Youlgreave So- 
cieties united. Preachers— Rev. J. 
Packett, Councillor J. Neal, J. Round, 
W. Wilkinson, J. Doughty, and J. 
Nodder. Rev. T. Whitehouse con- 
ducted. Band Meeting in the School 
Room at 6.a.m. Camp Meeting Ser- 
vices at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

OFBN-Am SERVICES. 

1. At Bakewell. — Preachers: Rev. 
J. Lord, Rev. E. Barley, and Mr. P. 
Parker. 2. At Curbar. — ^Preachers: 
Mr. W. Nott, Mr. W. Kitching, Mr. 
W. Siddall, and others. 8. At Bas- 
low. — ^Preachers : Mr. M. Nash, Mr. 
S. Hereman, and others. Each Ser- 
vice at 2 p.m. 

WEEK-DAT SEBVIOES. 

Monday, August 18th. — ^Addresses 
at 7 p.m. in Mount Zion Chapel, Youl- 
greave, by several brethren. 

BAKEWELL CHAPEL. 

Tuesday, August 19th. — A Mission- 
ary Tea Meeting was held at 5 pjn. 
At 7.30 p.m. a Public Missionary 
Meeting, addressed by the Rev. T< 
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Whitehouse, Rev. E. Barley, Eev. 
A. Holland, Gonncillor J. Neal, 
Messrs. M. Nash, R. Lowis, and E. 
Courtnall. A collection was taken. 
Mr. L. Fumiss, of Birchill Farm, in 
the Chair. 
Wednesday, Angnst 20th.— A puh- 



lio Temperance Meeting was held at 
7.30 p.m. Chair was taken by Mr. 
E. Courtnall, of Sheffield. Rev. J. 
Butler, Rev. E. Barley, Messrs. W. 
Nott, M. Nash, J. Nodder, and J. 
Parker addressed the meeting. One 
or more pledges were taken. 



LIST OF MEMBEBS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND THE 

DELEGATES 

▲TTENDIKa TSB FOUBTEENTK ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WESLEYAN BEFOBM 

UNION. 

Member of the Qeneral Committee, M.a.O. Delegate of a Oizoiiiti O.I>. 

Name. 
Andrew, Mb. J. Jun., 

Babley, Bey. E. 
Benson, Mb. E. 
BuTLEB, Bey. J. 
Babnett, Mb. W. . 



. CD. 

GotJBTNALL, Mb. Ed. . M. G. 0. 

Cole, Mb. J. . . .CD. 

Chibgwin, Mr. B. W. . C D. 

DoDswoBTH, Mb. J. . C D. 

DouoHTY, Mb. J. . . C D. 

Dawtbt, Mb. W. . .CD. 

FuBNiss, Mb. L. . . 0. D. 

Gelsthobp, Mb. Wm. . 0. D. 

Hebeuan, Mb. S. . . M. G. 0. 

Holland, Bey. A. . . M. G. C 

Henson, Mb. J. . .CD. 

HuBST, Mb. M. . .CD. 

Hampsted, Mb. B. . C D. 

HoBsoN, Mb. B. . . C D. 

HowLAND, Mb. B. . .0. D. 

KiTOHiNO, Mb. W. . .CD. 

t[lTOHINaHAN, J. 0. . C D. 

Lewis, Mb. B. . .CD. 

LoBD, Bey. J. . . M. G. C 

LouNDS, Mb. J. . . C D. 

LoBD, Mb. Jas. . G. D. 

Mansell, Bd. . .CD. 

Neal, Mb. J. . . . M. G. C 

NicHOLLs, Bey; B. . . M. G. C 

Nash, Mb. M. . . M. G. C 

Nott, Mr. W. . . M. G. C 

Noddi«, Mb.J. . .CD. 

PoBTEB, Mb. B. . . M. G. C 

Paokett, Bey. J. . . M. G. C 

Pabeeb, Mb. P. . M. G. C 
Pabsbh, Mb. J. 

Bound, Mb. J. .CD. 

Bumble, Mb. W. G. . C D. 

SiDDALL, Mb, W. . .CD. 

Topt, Mb. J.W. . . M. G. 

WoBSNOP, Mr. L. . .CD. 

Wilkinson, Mb. W. . M. G. * 

■Whitehouse, Bev. T. . C D. 

WeliiS, Mb. . . .CD. 



Position. Address. 

C D. Bank Street, She£&eld. 

M. G. C WibseY, near Bradford, Yorks. 
M. G. C & C D. Pitstone Green Farm, Tring, Herts. 
M. G. C Bridge Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. 
Shipley, near Leeds. 



Oak Cottage, Wadsley, Sheffield. 

Birch Lane, Bowling Old Lane, Bradford, Yorks. 

St. Just, Cornwall, 

Gix>ds Station, Middlesbro*. 

47, Carfarook Street, Carbrook, Sheffield. 

Park Wood Springs, Sheffield. 

Birchill Farm, Bakewell. 

Annesley Woodhonse, Mftpsileld. 

Baslow, near Chesterfield. 

20, George Street, Grantham. 
15, Corporation Street, Doncaster. 
Edward Street, Glossop. 
4, George Street, Grantham. 
Jump, near, Bamsley. 
Temple Street, High Wycombe, Bnoks. 

15, Douglas Street, Botherham. 
Tumoliffe, Wibsey, Bradford. 

33, Ordnance Bd., St. John's Wood, London, N.W. 
Bloxwieh, Near Walsall. 
Manchester Boad, Bradford, Yorks. 

Waterloo Street, Tipton, Birmingham. 

Albion Place, Broomspring Lane, Sheffield. 
1, Fallow Street, Middlesboro.' 
Twyford, Bucks. 

83, Drununond Street, London, N.W. 
Dunfields, Sheffield. 

21, Scot Lane, Doncaster. 
137, Otley Boad, Bradford, Yorks. 
8, Exeter Hall, Strand, London, W.C. 

M. G. C & C D. Finedon, Wellingboro'. 

127, Snow Hill, Dudley. 
105, Gladstone Street, Norwich. 
Farmer, Curbar, near Sheffield. 
Alport, Bakewell, Derbyshire. 

Park Lane, Bradford, Yorks. 
Gibraltar Street, Sheffield. 
Ambercote Bank, near Brierley Hill. 
Trelawn Terrace, Hendon, Lopdo] ' 
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UST OF OIBGUITS AND 
DELEGATES. 



ObeuiiM. 
ashbt-db-ul-zouob, 
Bakbwbll, 

BASirSLBTt 
BiHOLBTf 
Bl&MINOHAlff, 
B&4DVORD, 

„ (ParkLwie) 
Cawstok, 
cotshtbt, 
dsddinotov, 
dohgabtxb9 

fRAXUHOHAK» 

Glosbop, 
Grastoam, 
Geiusiib Norton, 
Gbbat Tarmoitth, 
High Wtcoxbe, 

iTHrOHOB, 

Lewishax, 

LlSKaAXDf 

I<oiax>ir, 

MlRBVIXLD, 

MiDDUUUBBO', 

NOEWICH, 

PUDflBT, 

Bbadiso, 
Bothbrhax and 

Mezbro', 
ShsfviblDi 



6l«RA]rOBD, 

St. Just, 

Wbbt Bbomwiob, 

^MT BbOMWIOH, 

(St. George's Hall) 
"[blluiobobouoh, 

WlBBBT, 



WlOAB, 
WOEOB8TBB, 



BepnM&totlTes. 
B.L0WIB. 

L. FUBXIBB. 
W. SiDDAJUi. 

Bj Letter. 
Bj Letter. 
B.KA11BBLL. 
J. Lord. 
W. Barnbtt. 
L. Worbkop. 
Bj Letter. 
B J Letter. 
By Letter. 
J. Hbbbov. 



M. HUBBT. 

B. Hbmpbtbd. 
Bj Letter. 

b. howlutd. 
£. Bbnbok. 

Bj Letter. 
Mb. Wbllb. 

J. DOUOBTT. 

W. Gblbthobp. 

J. DODBWORTH, 

W. G. Bumbud. 



B. Hobbov. 

W. KlTCHIHQ. 

Job. Noddsr. 
Job Dougbtt. 
W. Dawtrt. 
J. Andrbw, Junr. 
Bj Letter. 
E. W. Ohirowin. 
T. Wbitbhoubb. 
Job. Boumd. 

J» IfOUNPB. 



J. Parjlbr. 
J. Colb. 

J.0.EIT0BIHQ1CAN. 



Bj Letter. 



Tuesday Morning, August 19th. 
Brotheb Benson opened the meeting 
^y giving oat the 203rd hjmn, and 
Siothers Doughty and Barley en- 
gaged in prayer. 

The names of the delegates from 
the various churches and circuits 
Were called over and replied to. 

Resolved, — That the members of 
uie General Committee not being 



Delegates be allowed to speak and 
vote in the Delegate Meetings. 

The following brethren were nomi- 
nated for the office of Chairman: 
Hereman, Fumess, Butler, Barley, 
and Taft The vote was taken by 
ballot, Brothers P. and J. Parker 
being appointed scmtineerB. It was 
found that Brother J. W. Taft was 
elected. Brother Taft declined, and 
on a second ballot being taken, Bro- 
ther S. Hereman was declared elected, 
and he thereupon took the chair. 

Besolved, — That Brothers Nash 
Twyford, and J. Andrew, Jan., of 
Sheffield, be the Secretaries of the 
meeting. 

That strangers and representatives 
of the press be allowed to be present 
at the Delegate meetings. 

That the morning sittings be from 
ten to one o'clock, and the afternoon 
sittings from two to five o'clock. 

The General Secretary, Brother 
Lord, read the report of the General 
Committee for the past year ; and the 
Book Steward, Brother P. Parker, 
read the book-room report and ao- 
ooonts. 

GENERAL REPOBT OF THE 
REFOBM UNION 
Another year in the history of this 
Union is now past, and though the 
Union has had its cares in &e in- 
terests of the churches, yet your Com- 
mittee are glad to present a state- 
ment showing improvement in every 
department of our financial work. 

WESLETAN BEEOBM UNION. 
Your Committee has by the en- 
gagement of the time of the General 
Secretary, endeavoured to use special 
means by which to make known in 
our Churches, our diBtinctive prin- 
ciples and to spread general informa* 
tion, before the members of our 
Churches and congregations. Their 
efforts, they trust in this direction 
have not been in vain. We cannot as 
yet boast of any large income to meet 
this special effort. Yet this year the in- 
come for Union expenses is £9 16s. lOd. 
against, ^1 10s. 6d. last year. It is 
hoped that our Churches, will awake 
to the importance of making one col- 
lection during the next year, for the 
expenses of the J^^gft^ ^OOgie 
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CHAPEL BUILDING AND 
ENLABGEMENTS. 

This year many of our Churches 
have been engaged in this work. 

Sheffield Circuit. — - On Tuesday 
September 17th, the foundation stone 
of a new chapel and schools was 
laid in Bramall Lane, the whole at 
an outlay of ^1700. This chapel is 
now open for worship, and t^e cause 
of God is encouraging. In this cir- 
cuit also at Philadelphia, Grimes- 
thorpe, and Gower Street, the debts 
have been entirely cleared ; meetings 
to celebrate these events have been 
held, and efforts are being made to li- 
quidate the debts on other places in 
the circuit. 

Wihsey Circuit, — Bowling Old 
Lane. The Church has built Sab- 
bath and day schools, at the cost of 
over ^800. The friends at Wibsey 
in their enlarged chapel have placed 
an organ at the expense of ^350, the 
whole of which is paid. 

Middlesboro*. — ^At our last Delegate 
Meeting, the Church were just en- 
larging their chapel, at a cost of over 
j61,200, of which only ^750 remains 
on the enlargement fond. 

West Bromwioh Circuit, — ^The com- 
paratively new interest now worship- 
Eing in Legg Street, Birmingham, 
ave cleaned and repaired their 
chapel at the expense of £100, the 
whole of which has been paid. 

Bloaswich, — In this circuit, the 
Church has spent over ^670, in repair- 
ing their chapel ; and at Oldbury, in 
the same circuit there is a new chapel 
being built, the expense of which we 
have not learnt. 

Olossop. — Here the Church has 
put forth efforts, and had their chapel 
thoroughly painted, and have placed 
therein an organ at a cost of £230, 
of which j£140 has been raised by 
subscriptions and collections. 

Liskeard Circuit. — The Friends at 
Tremar Coombe have this year paid 
off from their chapel debt £26. 

Bingley Circuit. — Denholme. Our 
Church here are at present making 
an effort, and enlarging their chapel, 
at an outlayof ^1,200, of which £480, 
is promised in subscriptions. 

WeUinghoro' Circuit. — Rushden. 
An effort has been made and a chapel 
built at a cost of £1,000, and Jg560, 



has been raised by subscriptions, col- 
lections, and other means. 

Northampton. — The Church has 
here made an effort worthy of them^ 
selves, and built a chapel at the ex- 
pense of dB750. They have raised 
towards this, the sum of jg250. 

Ashhy-de-la-Zouch Circuit. — The 
friends at Ibstock, have this year 
cleared off from their chapel debt 
^25. 

Bradford and Wibsey District. — 
Have built a new mission place of 
worship in Bowling Back Iiane, 
Bradford. Here two years ago we 
had no interest. The present effort 
is the result of our mission work. 
Cost about £100. 

Sleaford Circuit. — For many years 
this circuit 'has been heavily bur- 
dened with chapel debts, but during 
the last nine years they have cleared 
off ^100 from one, £50 from another, 
£21 from another, and now they are 
making an effort to pay off £70 from 
another ; by this it is hoped to put the 
Circuit in a good working position. 

8t. Jw«(.— In the far West of 
Cornwall. Here we have had a 
Church since 1850. About thirteen 
years ago, they built a chapel and 
Sunday-school, at a cost of near £900. 
At present there is only a debt of 
£220, on the Chapel and school. 

Norwich. — ^The Church here has 
enlarged their sabbath school, to ac- 
commodate about two hundred scho- 
lars at a cost of £150, £A6 of which 
has been raised. 

Rotherham and Mexhro\ — At 
Swinton, where three years ago the 
cause was commenced with two 
members, now they number about 
fifty members, and are at present 
buUding a chapel at a cost of 
nearly £1000. NewhiU.^B^ere a 
Church was commenced last Decem- 
ber with three members, and now 
they number seventeen members and 
have also erected a place of worship. 
They are in a prosperous way at pre- 
sent, and now form a part of Bother- 
ham and Mexbro' Circuit. 

These are but a few of the efforts 
in chapel work in which many of our 
Churches have been engaged ; and 
in the success that has attended 
their efforts, we have to praise the 
Lord and tJ^e^co^ijr^^og^e 
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Chapel Fund. — ^At the last Delegate 
Meeting, the importance of an in- 
creased income to this fund was felt 
by the brethren, a number of whom 
promised from 10s. to £5. each a year 
for five years. The whole of these 
promises for the past year have been 
paid. It is hoped that in this meet- 
ing, the number of subscribers wiU 
be increased. The case of the Wol- 
verhampton Chapel Loan was left to 
the General Committee, and after 
making all inquiry possible on the 
subject, a portion of the debt has 
been repaid during the year. The 
total income to this Fimd will show 
an increase compared with last year 
of £41 19s. 6d. During the year £50 
has been lent to the trustees of the 
Twyford Chapel, in the Reading Cir- 
cuit, and at present we have an ap- 
plication from Swinton, in the Ro- 
therham and Mexboro* Circuit for 
the loan of £100. 

Booh Room. — Your Committee 
have reason to be thankful, that al- 
though, they have had to compete 
with influences which have operated 
against the enlargement of their 
trade, yet the business done and the 
profits realised have been greater 
this year than the last, although it 
was an improvement on the year 
previous. 

It is a matter of regret that the li- 
mited sale of the Magazine, although, 
edited free of cost, entails a serious 
loss year after year. The loss on the 
last year being £21 18s. 8d. Every 
lover of Wesleyan Reform, who has 
not done so already, would not only 
serve the interests of the Book Room 
by ordering back sets of our Maga- 
zines, but would secure a history of 
the movement not to be found else- 
where. Friends wishing to spread 
information on the history and prin- 
ples of the Union, could not do better 
than distribute the back numbers of 
our Mfigazine. They will be sup- 
plied for this object, at 10s. per 1,000. 
A large number of the Sunday 
Scholar's Magazine are still on hand. 
These would form excellent rewards 
for our Sunday Scholars, and will be 
supplied assorted at 10s. per 1,000. 

There are many schools in the 
Union which have not adopted our 
Sunday School Hymn Book, and our 



friends would greatly assist ns, by 
getting it introduced to such schools. 
Brethren, if in this department as 
in the other departments we would 
wish success and enlargement, we 
must every one of us be prepared to 
work. 

Day Schools. — ^In consequence of 
there being no column in our an- 
nual statistical schedule pertaining 
to day schools, several such schools 
which are known to exist have not 
been reported to this meeting. The 
committee recommends that a column 
be ^provided for reports of day-schools. 
Sabbath Schools, — This depart- 
ment, in its reports, is far from satis- 
factory. We are not able to collect 
that clear and full information, which 
is desirable in order to give the result 
of the labours of the teachers in 
their true character of usefulness. 
Yet we rejoice in the number of 
Scholars reported as having joined 
the Church during the past year, and 
hope that before another Delegate 
Meeting, a more correct general 
knowledge of the operation of this 
useful institution as it stands at pie- 
sent connected with the Christian 
Church will be reported. It is ne- 
cessary that a more earnest action be 
taken by our Churches in their rela- 
tion to our Sabbath Schools. Many 
of the young people, it is feared be- 
come corrupt and alien to the Church 
of Christ, because they are not 
watched over and cared for with that 
Christian affection, that their temp- 
tations and dangers in these days re- 
quire from us. 

The Ghurches.— We have been 
sorry to learn that during the year 
many of our Churches have suf- 
fered much in the decrease of their 
numbers from various causes. 

There are thirteen of the circuits 
which show a decrease, and some of 
these are large. Lewisham, with 
twenty-eight members, Eeepham, 
with forty- six members, Swansea, 
ten members, have all joined the 
United Free Methodist Churches. 
There are sixteen circuits which re- 
port an increase, yet we lament that 
this year we have to report a decrease 
of ninety in the number of the members 
of our Churches. This fact ought to 
humble us before the Lord, and lead 
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US to the usd of more earnest means 
to promote the spiritual character of 
our Chorches. 

The entire independence of our 
Church policy, is that which requires 
the co-operation of all our members 
in the interest of the Churches, both 
temporal and spiritual. That there can 
bo Union of object, though a diversity 
of means employed to attain the ob- 
ject, is an admitted fact. We, as a 
Union of Churches, take and give the 
right of the freedom of our manhood, 
and of Christian liberty. This is the 
true principle of Christian freedom, 
and it is the bond of our Union. One of 
our Local Secretaries writes: "Our 
members like freedom^ and because 
they have something to do in the ma- 
nagement of the internal affairs, they 
are working with a will." The interests 
of the cause of God require that this 
be the state of mind of each of our 
members, and then more prosperous 
days will come. Our youth must be 
cared for, and their interest mast form 
a subject for our earnest prayer and 
Christian efifbrt. 



On the motion for adopting the 
report and book-room accounts, a dis- 
cussion arose on the payment of £45 
out of the book-room fund to Brother 
Lord, in which Brothers Nash, But- 
ler, Neal, and Courtnall took part, 
when it was resolved, 

That the sum of twenty-five pounds, 
paid out of the Reform Union Fund, 
for the services of Brother Lord, be 
repaid out of the Mission Fund. 
(Note — this is the amount over and 
above that authorised by the last 
Delegate Meeting to be charged to 
the book-room account.) 

Besolved, — That the names of the 
circuits and churches and the number 
of members which have amalgamated 
be inserted in the report of the 
General Committee. 

-Some other minor corrections were 
made in the report, and it was 

Resolved, — That the Report of the 
Committee and statement of the Book- 
room accounts be received and adopted. 

The statistical returns from the 
various circuits and Churches were 
read by the General Secretary, as 
<»'ven in the schedule. 



The AJtemoon Sitting 

commenced by singing part of the 
778th hymn, after which Brother J. 
Butler engaged in prayer. 

Resolved, — That the minutes of 
the morning sitting, as read, be re- 
ceived and adopted. 

That the third column in the sche- 
dule be headed, "Year in present 
circuit," and the words, " first, second, 
third," &c., be used instead of figures. 

That a letter from this Delegate 
Meeting be sent to the Circuit Quar- 
terly Meeting in each case of " no re- 
turn " of statistics for the past year. 

The meeting then took into con- 
sideration the spiritual state of the 
various circuits and Churches. 

That the Committee arrange, if 
they think necessary, for deputations 
to the following circuits, viz., Ashby- 
de-la-Zouch, EUesmere, Pudsey, and 
Wigan. 



The Morning Sitting, Wednesday, 

August 20th, 

was commenced by singing the 45th 

hymn, after which the Rev. J. Butler 

offered prayer. 

Resolved, — That the minutes, as 
read, be received and adopted. 

That Brothers P. Parker and J. 
Nodder be the scrutineers for the 
election of Committees. 

That the necessary alterations in 
the schedule sent to tiiie circuits and 
churches be left to the General Com- 
mittee. 

Brother Dawtry, of Sheffield, intro- 
duced the subject of our Sunday 
schools, and it was spoken to by Bro- 
thers Butler and Lord, and then left 
for fuller consideration under a sub- 
sequent order of the business. 
^ On the motion of Brother Nodder, 
of Sheffield, it was 

Resolved, — That a circular be ad- 
dressed to the circuits where a de- 
crease has been reported, calling 
attention to such fact as a matter of 
regret, with a view to stimulate them 
to prayer and earnestness, so that 
with united action they may regain 
their numerical position and make 
continued spiritual progress. 

The Missionary Reports were then 
read and considered. 
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WESIiETAN EEPORM UNION. 
MISSION EEPORT 

When difficulties surround any par- 
ticular part of the work of God's 
Church, it often proves to be but 
the foreshowing of coming'prosperity, 
if the workmen keep faithful to their 
post. It will be in the remembrance 
of many of the brethren that at the 
last Delegate Meeting, the prospect 
of our mission operations was not 
very encouraging, and during the 
year, its worMng has not been with- 
out its care and difficulties. 

In the month of August last, early 
after the Delegate Meeting. S. Jar- 
rold, !Esq.. of Norwich, wrote to your 
Secretary in reference to the state 
of the work of God in our Church in 
Norwich and the district. He offered 
£20 as a help to the cause. Brother 
Bowling was appointed to labour in 
the district for the year, and the ^20 
kindly promised, has been paid. 

At the Committee meeting held 
September the 13th, the fDUowing 
resolution was passed. 

" That the whole time and services 
of Brother Lord be engaged by this 
Committee at a salary of £100 a 
year (including the £26 voted at the 
Delegate Meeting), commencing 
from the 29th of September, 1872. 
Three months* notice on either side 
to determine the engagement. That 
one half of the salary be paid by the 
Union, and the other half from the 
Mission Fund, and that the Com- 
niittee make such arrangements for 
his labours as they deem neces- 
sary." 

Your Secretary has, during the 
year, visited and laboured in the 
Beddington, Bakewell, Ashby-de 
la-Zouch, and St. Just Circuits, be- 
sides occasional services in ether 
circuits. It is hoped that such ser- 
vices have forwarded the interests of 
the Union and the Home Missions. 

The Liskeard Circuit made appli- " 
cation in October last to the Com- 
niitttee for' a deputation tb visit them ' 
in the latter part of January, in order 
to preach missionary sermons, and 
assist in tiie public meetings through- 
out the Circuit. Brother E. Benson 
kindly consented thus to serve the 
cause, paying his own expenses. 
The result to the fund was most en- 



couraging ; and we trust the visit did 
much spiritual good. 

This year, your committee have 
felt the inconvenience arising from 
the present mode of working the 
Missions by district committees, con- 
sidering the lengthened appointment 
of missionaries for twelve months. 
This has not only told against the 
usefulness of the brethren labouring, 
but has excluded other Circuits not 
in the districts from sharing their 
labours. Deddington sent an urgent 
request fbr a bromerto labour there ; 
it could not be acceded to. St. Just 
pressed a request for another brother ; 
it could not be granted. This has 
made against our fund, and the 
comfort as well as the usefulness of 
the missionaries. It is hoped that 
other arrangements will be made in 
this Delegate Meeting, as several sug- 
gestions will be laid before you to 
remove the present difficulty. 

Our aged and beloved Brother 
Lewis, who for twelve years has 
laboured with general satisfaction in 
our Churches as one of our mission- 
^ aries, has given the Committee notice 
' that on the 22nd of August, he will 
resign his position; not because he is 
weary of the work, or in any way dis- 
satisfied with any thing related to it, 
but because he feels his age, and in- 
ability to do the full work of a mis- 
sionary. Your Committee feel that 
to this decision they must bow; 
yet they desire to express their una- 
bated affection for him, and pray 
that his more retired life may be 
made happy by the blessing of God 
resting upon it ; and that he may be 
spared to feel the comfort of having 
spent so many years in the service of 
God. Our Brother Lowis will ever 
Jive in the affection of our Churches. 

The labours of our missionaries 
during the past year have not been 
without results in bringing sinners to 
Christ, and in strengthening and com- 
forting many who were in the Church. 
The summary of their labours wiU be 
given at the close of this report. 

This year was commenced with a 
balance in hand of M9 3s. ll^d, be- 
sides £50 as a loan to the Book Boom. 
In September we had to ask for £25 
to be paid; and in December, the 
second £25 had to be called in to pay 
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salaries of onrmiB- 
sionaries. We now 
close the year with 
a balance of £16 
18s. lid., after a 
year of increased 
expenses. The real 
income of the year 
will show in excess 
of last year £44 
ISs. 2Jd, by col- 
lections, subscrip- 
tions, &c., and £17 
9s. IHd by mis- 
sionary Christmas 
cards; making an 
increase compared 
with the lastyeat 
of £62 3s. 2d. 

For this your 
Committee thank 
God and take cou- 
rage ; but yet they 
are sure that if our 
Churches and Cir- 
cuits would only 
take up this matter 
with its deserved 
interestfCven much 
more might be 
raised. We ask the 
brethren present to 
use aU their influ- 
ence in their re- 
spective Circuits 
towards the hold- 
ing of missionary 
meetings, preach- 
ing sermons, and 
the use of our mis- 
sionary boxes and 
Christmas cards in 
our families and 
Sabbath schools. 
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The scrutineers reported that the 
following brethren were elected the 
General Committee of the Union for 
the ensuing year, viz.. Barley, Ben- 
son, Butler, Courtnall, Hereman, 
Holland, Nash, Neal, Nicholls,. Nott, 
Packett, J. Parker, Porter, Richard, 
Toft, Whitehouse, and .Wilkinson. 

The Examination Committee were 
also elected as follows :— ministers. 
Barley, Nicholls, Packett ; other bre- 
thren. Chamberlain, Neal, and Wil- 
kinson. 
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27ie Afternoon Sitting 
was commenced by the singing of a 
part of the 1st hymn, and Brother 
Porter engaged in. prayer. 

The minutes of the morning sitting 
were read and confirmed. 

Resolved,— That the report of mis- 
sions, as. read and amended, be re- 
ceived and adopted. 

That the meeting now enter upon 
the consideration of the several re- 
commendations from the Bradford 
District, the Sheffield District, and 
Brother T. Chamberlain. 
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A disctUBion then niose, on the 
motion of the Hev. £. Barley, in 
which Brothers Porter, Conrtnall, 
Neal, Butler, and others took part ; 
and it was then resolved, 

That considering the principles of 
liberty and equality on which the 
Heform Union is based as it respects 
its Ghnrches, and also its agents em- 
ployed as missionaries, and on re- 
Tiewing the working of its missions, 
this meeting is of opinion that it 
would advance the cause of Chris- 
tiaHity throughout the Union to place 
the entire management in the hands 
of the General Committee, to whom 
all applications for missionaries should 
be made. 

That application for the services of 
any of our missionaries may be made 
by the executive of any church, cir- 
cuit, or district, to the Genercd Com- 
mittee, who shall make such arrange- 
ments to meet such application as 
they find practical. 

That the best thanks of the meeting 
be presented to Brother Chamberlain 
for his services as Treasurer, and he 
be elected for the ensuing year. 

That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be presented to Brother P. Parker, 
for his services for the past year as 
Book Steward, and he be re-elected 
for the next year on the same terms 
as before. 

That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be presented to Brother John 
Lord for his services during the past 
year, and that he be re-elected as 
General Secretary for the ensuing 
year, at a salary of twenty-five pounds. 

That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to Brother Richard for 
his services as Honorary Secretary, 
and that he be re-elected for the en- 
suing year. 

That it is desirable to appoint a 
secretary and agent to promote the 
interests of the Wesleyan Reform 
Union, and that his salary be one 
hundred pounds per annum, seventy- 
five pounds of which to be paid from 
the Mission fund, and the whole of 
his services to be under the control 
of the General Committee; the en- 
gagement to terminate by three 
calendar months' notice, ffiven at any 
time, either by the Genersd Oonmiittee 
or the agent. 

That Brother Lord be appointed as 



the Secretary and Agent of the Union, 
at the salary before named. 

That the best thanks of the meeting 
be presented to Brother Hereman, 
the fiditor of the Magazine, for his 
services during the past year, and 
that he be re-elected to the office for 
the ensuing year. 

That the next Delegate Meeting be 
held at Rotherham, in the month of 
August, 1874. 

That this meeting have received 
with regret the resignation of Brother 
Richard Lewis, who for twelve years 
has laboured zealously and success- 
fully as one of the missionaries of the 
Wesleyan Reform Union. It cannot 
part with him without expressing its 
great love to him personally, and its 
unqualified approbation of his work, 
and hopes that his declining years 
will be cheered by the daily comforts 
of the Holy Spirit, and that at the 
end of his heavenward journey he 
may have an abundcuit entrance into 
tiie everlasting glory so often the sub- 
ject of his sermons and addresses ; 
and along with this resolution, would 
beg his acceptance of a copy of 
Chbistian Wobds for twelve years, 
which contains some account of his 
labours during the time referred to. 

That the next Half-yearly Com- 
mittee Meeting be held at Sheffield. 

Hiat the missionary accounts be 
received and adopted. 

That the chapel fund accounts, as 
read, be received and adopted. 

That the names of ministers be 
inserted in the order of length of 
service in the Union. 

That this meeting, believing that 
the drinking customs and usages of 
society are the cause of much social 
misery and wretchedness, and are a 
great hindrance to the progress and 
spread of the Gospel and the extension 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, would re- 
spectfully urge the members of our 
several churches to assist in spread- 
ing temperance, and also aid every 
organisation that tends to remove the 
evils which now exist. 

That the consideration of Number 
15 on the agenda, and the part of 
Number 11 relating to Sunday schools, 
be referred to the General Committee. 

That Brothers J. Andrew, jun., 
Nodder, Doughty, Dawtry, and J. 
Richardson be a Sub-Committee kd 
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take into consideration the subject of 
Sunday schools, and to report to the 
General Committee at or previous to 
the half-yearly meeting. 

That tiie delegates of the Wesleyan 
Keform Union, now assembled at 
Bakewell, beg to address the Wes- 
leyan Methodist Conference, and to 
say they are rejoiced to learn from 
the public press that there has been 
a resolution proposed by the Rev. T. 
B. Stephenson asking for the appoint- 
ment of a committee to inquire into 
and report on the desirability of lay 
representation in the Conference; and 
they would venture to urge the sub- 
ject upon the prayerful consideration 
of the Conference, believing, as they 
still continue to do, that this is in 
accordance with the principles of the 
New Testament in all such assemblies; 
and that this resolution be sent to the 
Conference, and also to the Kev. T. 
B. Stephenson, to encourage him in 
the good object he has in view. 



That the agenda of business for 
the Delegate Meeting be prepared by 
the General Committee, and a printed 
copy sent to each delegate one month 
prior to the meeting. 

That the best thanks of this meet- 
ing be giyen to the trustees of this 
chapel, the pastor and deacons of the 
Bakewell Independent Chapel, the 
Local Committee of Management, 
and the liberal hosts, and to the 
ladies who have provided for the 
wants of the delegates during the 
sittings ; and that this resolution be 
printed, and copies thereof be sent in 
the usual way. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
presented to Brothers Nash and An- 
drew for their services as secretaries 
during the sittings. 

That the thanks of this meeting be 
presented to Brother S. Hereman 
for his services in the chair. 

The meeting closed a little after 
seven o'clock. 



WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 

HOME AND COLONIAL MISSIONS. 

Cash Acxjounts fbom July 1st, 1872, to June 30th, 1873. 



Sakemell, 
Over Haddon, Col. 
Bowsley . 
Foolow . 
Ejam 

Stoney Middleton 
Grindleford Bridge 
Froggatt . 
Curbar . 
Baslow . 
Bakewell . 

Do. C.C. . 
Youlgraye, Col. 
Birchoyer . 



C.C, Christmas Cards. 



Ashby'de-Zouch. £ b, 
Whitwick, Col. . 17 

Moira, C.C. . . 3 18 

Do. Col. . .14 
Grifiydam, Col. . 17 

Do. C.C. . . 1 10 
Nailston Collieries, Col. 10 
Ibstock, Col. . .05 

Do. C.C. . . 14 
MeashaiD, C.C. . 1 18 



d. £ 



3 

7 
4 
5 

1 
8 
8 



d. 



11 16 
Less expenses 6 



11 15 6 



11 
5 6 
12 
11 6^ 

5 7 

1 4 
6 

8 

1 9 

2 9 
1 7 
1 11 
8 






6 
5 
8 
7 




Stanton. . 

Elton 

Pilloagh . 

Stanton Lees, Col. . 

BrassingtoD, C.C. 

Mrs. G. Wain, Sab. 



d. & 

7 



n 



11 


— 17 



BarH8ley,\B7 i.C.C 12 2 

Do. 1872, C.C. 19 2 

Pilley, Col. . . 13 7 
HoyleMill . .089 

Hnnningley Lane .15 6 

Do. C.C. 2 15 9 

Barnsley, 1878, C.C. 16 9 

Do. Col. . . 2 13 7 

Worsboro* Dale . .12 

Do. C.C. 9 6 



12 6 9 
Less expenses 4 



Birmingham, 

Hope Street, Col. .090 

Tipton . . .200 

E. Benson, Sab. .110 
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£ B. d. £ 8. d. 



Bradford. 






Bierlej Luie, O.C. 


1 


6 


Abbey Street, C.C. 


1 10 


5 


BethesdA . 


. 1 18 


4 


Shipley . 


1 4 


2 


Addingham 


. I 9 





Do. Col. 


2 10 





J. Drammood, Sab 


5 





Betheida, Gel. 


. 1 17 


7 




16 10 





LesaezpexiB 


esO 


8 


Ccmgtm. 






Colly, Col. 


2 


6 


Tunstead, Mr. J 






Coe's Card . 


. 15 


4 



16 9 9 



Skeyton, Mr R. Page's • 

Card . . .0 4 6 
Erpingham, Mfs. 

Frosdick's Box .022 
Swanton, Miss £. 

Wilson's Box .020 



1 6 6 
Coventry, 
Garpenter*B Lane, C.C 4 7 

Deddinfftofif C.C. 6 9 2 
Do. Sab. 2 6 

— 8 9 2 
Donoatter, C.C. 13 8 

Framlingham, 

Parbam, C.C. . 12 

Leiston, C.C. .10 

Framlingham, C.C. 2 5 3} 

Stratford, C.C, . 2 8 S^ 



Orantham, C,C. 3 13 
Mrs. Holland's Box. 11 6 



6 6 





4 4 


6 




Lees expenses 


6 








m^ A. ± 




1 


mghWyeombe,C,C. 


12 


Ivinglwe^ C.C 




1 16 


2 


LUkeard, 








Bethany, Col. . 


1 17 







Do. C.C. . 


18 







Coombe, Col. . 


3 


8 




Do. C.C. . 


2 9 


Si 




Do. R. Hancock's 








Box . 


12 







Do. Proceeds of 








Tea Meeting . 


9 


5 




Polbathick, Col. 


1 3 


9 




Do. C.C. 


11 


6 




Do. Mrs. Car- 








ter's Sab. 


1 







Tideford, Col. 


15 


6 




Harrowbridge, Col. . 


13 


11 




Do. C.C. . 


1 2 


3 




Trewidland, C.C. . 


6 







KeasoDy Col. . 


6 







Do. C.C. . 


8 


1 




PoDgoytr, Col. 


6 


2i 





£ B. d. £ B. d. 

Do. C.C. . 16 6 

St. Keyne, Col. • 16 8 

Do. C.C. . 14 1 

Common Moor, Col. 13 4 

Do. do. C.C. 6 8 

Gonnon, Col. . 10 6i 



19 14 
Less expenses 16 

London, 
Kentish Town, C.C. 9 
Hendon, C.C. . 1 13 

Mr. J. H. Chance, Sab. 10 
Mr. P. Parker, Sab. 2 1 
Stonhope Street, C.C. 3 2 9 
Col. by Miss Triggs. 

Mr. Triggs . .040 
Mrs. Triggs .040 
Mrs. Nichols .060 
Miss Cornell .040 
Mr. Winsworth .023 
Mr. Jewel . .020 
Col. by Miss Beed : 

Mr. Nichols. . 12 
Mr. Camp . .044 
Mr. S. Winsworth 2 5 
T. H. Bichard .110 



18 18 



Middleshoro* 

Guisboro', Col. .10 

Middlesboro', Col. .406 

Do. do. .308 



10 17 9 



8 1 2 






Less expenses 6 






8 





8 


Mansfield, Co\, . I 


10 





Norwich, 






Mr. Bowland's, Sab. 2 






Norwich, Col. .500 






Do. Sab. .300 






Mr. S. Jarrold's, Sab. 15 






25 








Pudsey, C.C. . 15 9 






Do. Col. .886 






9 4 3 






Less expenses 7 10 


1A 


ft 



Mr. Nash's, Sab. .110 
Twyford,C.O. .090 

Mr. Wright's, Sab. . 10 6 
Mr. Nash's 2ad. Sab 110 



8 1 6 



Eotherham and Mexbro\ 

Jamp, Sab. and Col. 3 10 

Land Hill, C.C. .13 3 

Park Gate, C.C. . 13 

Elsecar, C.C. . 19 4 

Jamp, C.C. . . 1 13 9 

Wombwell, CO. . 1 3 ftoalp 

Do. Col. D,g,t,zefby|^g)OgLL 

MezbroSC.C. .220 
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£ 


s. 


d. £ 8. d. 




£ B. d. £ 


8. 


d. 


Greasbro*, O.C. 





9 


9 


Do. Mr. T. Ambler, 








Mezbro\ Col. 


3 


6 





Sen.'8box. 


8 5} 






Botherham, procetdB 








Do. Mr. T. Oxley's 








of Tea Meeting . 


1 18 


6 


box . 


1 3i 












— 18 13 4 


Providence, CoL 


8 3 9 






St, Jugt, 0.0. . 






1 16 8 


Richmond, Col. 


7 8 






Sheffield. 








Do. CO. 


8 






Attercliffe, Col. 


6 14 10 


Thomoliffe, CO. • 


6 4 






Do. 0.0. 


15 





Do. Col . 


1 7 6 






Do. GoL 










Thomhill, CO. 


5 10 






Carbrook, Col. 




7 


3 


Do. Boxea 


7 4 






Coal Aston, Col. 




14 





Do. Col. 


1 15 






Gower Street, Col. . 




9 




Sharrow Vale, CO. . 


9 9 






Do. 0.0, . 









Watery Street, Col. . 


4 2 11 






Grimsthorpe, Col. . 




2 




Do. Mr8.WUd . 


3 3 4 






Do. CO. . 


1 12 




Do. Cd. . 


4 4 10 










3 




Weston Street, Col. . 


2 10 






Do. do. Col. 




7 




Do. CO. . 


2 12 






Mount Gerizira, O.C. 




13 


10 


Do. Don. , 


2 10 






Moont Oliyet, CO. . 




3 


9 


Do. Col. . 


3 14 10 






Do. do. Col. . 




10 





Do. Mrs. and Miss 








Holmsfield, CO. 




6 


8 


Bichardson's box 


2 12 






Oughtibridge, 0.0. . 










Do. Mr. T.Smith's 








Do. Col. . 




17 





box . 


6 






Owlerton, Col. 




2 


4J 


Do. Mrs. Berry's 








Do. O.C. 




10 


6 


box . 


8 9* 






Philadelphia, CO. . 




9 


1 


Do. Mrs. Cotton's 








Do. Sunday Col. . 




16 


7* 


box . 


5 11* 






Do. Monday Eyening 








Balanoe from last year 


3 10 






Col. . . 




8 


6i 










Do. Miss E. Bar- 










92 13 5* 






mairs box . 
Do.MissStagg'sboz. 
Do. Miss S. A. Han- 




13 



6 
9 


Lesaexpensei 


lO 8 9 


4 


H 


West Bromwioh. 




son's box . 


1 


16 


5 


St. George's Hall, OoL 


1 


1 





Do. Miss W. Senior's 








WeUvngharo\ 








box . 
Do. Miss E. Moore's 





3 


5 


Ish&m, CO. • . 





9 10 


box . 


1 


7 





Wihs^, Col. 


6 16 3 






Do. MissH.P.Moore'8 








Bowling Old Lane, CO 


3 4 4 






box . 





19 


6 


Wibsey,O.C. . 


2 7 






:Do. MissS.A.Walker's 






Shick Side, CO. 


5 6 






^ box . . . 


11 


Oi 


Do. Col. 


2 19 7 






Do. Miss S. Walker's 
box . 





5 


8 




1 19 10 














Do. Mr. t. Ambler's 










17 12 6 






box . . . 
Do. Mr. G. Wilson's 
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Numerical Sales of Books for the Year ending June 30, 1873. 

«r , . «. . TWeyear. TotaL 

Wesley's HymnB, seven Sizes 4,342 215,985 

Sunday School Hymns, two sizes 1,321 94,426 

Beyival Hymn Book ... .» 282 6,587 



Magazines sold 
Miscellaneous Books 



5,895 

13,950 

652 



316,998 
565,435 

40,385 
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HOHE AND COLONIAL MISSION ACCOUNT, 
Fob THE Yeab Ekdikg Juke, 1873. 
A s. d. 



To Balance bronght forward 

from last year's acconnt 89 3 11^ 

„ I^yment of Loan by the 

Book Boom - - - 50 

f, received Collections, 
Subscriptions, Dona- 
tions, and Boxes - - 200 7 1 

„ Christmas Cards - - 98 10 li 



£383 



By paid Salaries of Mission' 
aries - - - - 

„ paid Board of do. - 

„ paid travelling of do. - 

„ paid gift to Secretary for 
last year 

„ paid Seoretai7'B salary 
(one moiety> 

,i paid Scksretary^s travel- 
ling - - - ■ 

„ paid advertisements in 
Chbistian Wobds 

„ paid prizes for Christmas 
cards, and posting 

„ paid Biale, Mr., printing' 

„ paid 100 missionary- 
boxes - - - 

„ paid P. CO., stamps, &c. 

„ Balance at Banker s 



£ s. d« 



25^ 10 

20 

. 1 15 



5 
6 


7 10 





64 10 





. 


6 





5 


8 





5 18 
9 1 


6 



.500 
. 8 7 10 
. 16 18 11 



1 2 £383 

18th July, 1873.»Audited and found correct, the balance being £41 18s. lid. 

t. osboenb, 
Wm. Jno. Nichols. 



1 2 



WBSLBYAN KJE^VOBM UNION CHAPEL BELIEF FUND. 



2)r. 

1873. £ s. d. 

To Balance in hand, last 

Audit ... ... 6 « 7 

n Hepayment of Loans, 

Souldem, Woobum, and 

GIossop, £5 each ... 15 
}) Seven Instalments by J. 

Dupee, being 7-1 Oths of 

his share of Wolver* 

hamptonlioan ... 7 

n Interest on Loans ... 2 2 6 
„ Subscriptions as pro- 
mised. First year 



The J^eamerer in Account, 



31 1 
£60 10 1 



1873. 

By Loan to Book-Boom 
„ Balance in hand 



Cr. 

£ s. d. 

40 

SO 10 1 



iSeO 10 1 



Audited and found correct^ 18th July, 1872. T. Osbobnb, 

W. J. Nichols. 



Loans now out :— 








£ 8. d. 


Wolverhampton 


•— 


... 


... 


43 


GIossop ... 


... 


... 


... 


16 


Souldem... 


... 


... 


... 


10 


Birmingham 


• la 


... 




60 


Woobum 


... 


••• 


... 


46 


Bloxwioh 


... 


... 


• •* 


50 


Bakewell 


.1. 


• M 




20 




£233 










Digitized by VjO 



ao 


i-l 


€4 


m^ 


M) 


00 


t^ 


« 


1 


592 


§ 


00 

s 




Digitized by 



Google 



145 

(Anginal €BmTiU* 

REVIVALS. 
Doubtless all who have made themselves acquainted with the state of 
the Methodist Churches from their own returns this year, will admit the 
need, and feel the importance of a true reyiyal, or that our Christianity 
should be in earnest. 

From the statistical report, made at our own Delegate Meeting, there 
is shown a decrease of ninety members. It is true, there can be shown 
more than one hundred members that have united with other Churches ; 
yet these Churches do not show an increase. This fact is not a sufficient 
answer for our own decline. We have a decrease 1 It is time to look at 
this fact, and use means that it may not be so again. That we are not put- 
ting forth efforts according to our privileges for the strengthening and 
increase of our Churches, is a fact. Conversion is a work too little known 
in our midst ; and what can be the cause ? It is not to be found, to a 
great extent, in the want of a clear and decisive statepient of the great 
truths of the Gospel ? For instance : repentance, present faith in Christ, 
conscious pardon, regeneration, and holiness of life. These truths when 
declared in plainness of speech, and with faith in their own power, will 
now, as in days past, exert an influence on the lives of men. 

Have we confidence in our own doctrines ? Do we fully believe the 
teaching in John iii. 16, 17 ? — " God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to 
condemn the world ; but that the world through Him might be saved.'' 

This truth, placed by the side of the character of men's lives, ought to 
affect our minds. Behold how men live 1 Bee how men die, without the 
real knowledge of God's love to them, and without faith in Christ as their 
Saviour. Let us now say, 

** I feel thee willing, Lord, 

A sinful world to save ; 
All may obey thy gracious word, 

May peace and pardon have. 
Not one of all the race 

But may return to thee, — 
But at the throne of sovereign grace 

May fall and weep, like me.'' 

A clear knowledge and real belief of this doctrine is of the utmost impor- 
tance in the work of revival among Methodists. '* If we do not feel con- 
fident that the atoning blood of Christ was shed for all, and that the 
grace which brings salvation has appeared to all, so that all may now be 
actually saved, we are not likely to exert ourselves consistently and con- 
stantly, as the representatives of the Lord Jesus, in exhorting, entreat- 
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ing, and encouraging poor sinners to be reconciled to God." The follow- 
ing was given in the " Christian World " a few weeks ago. 

" A work of revival is announced as having taken place in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ramsbury, near Hnngerford, Wiltshire. A band of men, de- 
sirous of promoting the spiritual welfare of those around them, commenced 
a series of open-air services and cottage meetings, which were continued 
during the winter and spring, when Mr. Stevens, and Miss Harris, of 
Providence Hall, Paddington, London, visited the locality. The Wes- 
leyans and Primitive Methodists decided on holding united special services. 
The proceedings commenced each night in the open-air, where a yast 
concourse of people congregated night after night ; numbers afterwards 
adjourning to the Temperance-hall, where prayer-meetings were held, and 
the hearts of young, old, and middle-aged were deeply stirred. A corre- 
spondent says : — ' We never witnessed such seasons before. The mighty 
power of God was seen and felt. The work is spreading in the adjacent 
hamlets and villages.' It was in this locality that years ago Dr. Coke, 
on attempting to preach, was driven away by a mob, who brought out the 
fire-engine to pump wat«r upon him." 

"We would therefore entreat all our members to ask themselves 
individually, do I really and cordially believe the great distinguishing 
doctrines of our Christianity ? Do I believe that Jesus Christ tasted 
death for every man ? — that saving provision is made for all in Christ? — 
that, consequently, * All may be saved, whoever will ?* — that it is my per- 
sonal duty to make this known to as many as possible ? — that all the 
grace I can require to render me holy, happy, and useful, is promised and 
secured to me by the Spirit of Jesus ? — that I am continued on earth 
chiefly for spiritual and saving purposes? — ^that I am loudly called to 
work now, * while it is called day, for the night cometh wherein no man 
can work?' Do I believe all this ? Then the subject of revivals is of 
immense importance to our Churches and to me ; and by God's help and 
blessing, I will so regard it as to do all in my power to help on the work 
of God from this day forward." A. B. 



XVn. (2nd part.)— CHRIST CUKES A NOBLEMAN'S SON. 
Matt. iv. 12 ; Maek i. 14, 15 ; John iv. 43-54. 

John iv. 46. — Jesus now came into Cana of Galilee. This was in the 
tribe of Zebulon, about eight miles north of Nazareth. It was called 
Cana of Galilee, to distinguish it from Cana (Kanah) in the tribe of Asher. 
(Josh. xix. 28; see Lesson the 8th.) In Cana of Galilee women are 
still seen returning home with water pots on their heads. This Cana 
was the native place of Nathanael. (John i. 45-51 ; ii. 1.) Christ had 
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wrought a miracle in this Cana by turning water into wine. Wine proper 
is the juice of the grape. " Cana was on the road from Nazareth to Ca- 
pernaum and the Sea of Tiberias." (Dr. Clarke.) There was a certain 
nobleman's son sick at Capernaum. A nobleman is a person honourable, 
either by his birth or merit ; a prince, or a ruler. This nobleman was 
an officer of the king's court. Capernaum was a city of Galilee, situated 
on the north-west shore of the Lake of Gennesareth, or Bea of Tiberias. 
It was at Capernaum that our Lord usually resided. Jesus passed on 
this city a severe denunciation. It is mentioned in Matt. xi. 28. Like 
Capernaum, we may have wisdom and piety in our midst, and yet not be 
saved. Jesus may dwell about us ; but, if not in us, we are not safe. 
How many of our young people may live in families were Jesus is, and 
yet not be themselves united to Jesus by faith I We must have Christ 
in us the hope of glory, or He will denounce us, though he may have 
lived in our midst. 

Verse 47. — This nobleman heard of Jesus. Jesus is the Saviour of 
the world. Jesus had now come out of Judea. Judea, in this passage, 
denotes the southern part of Palestine. It was bounded on the north by 
Samaria, on the east by the Dead Bea, on the west by the Mediterranean, 
and on the south by Arabia. It was governed by Pontius Pilate. The 
climate was mild. Its fertility was most exuberant. This nobleman 
came to Jesus. He requested that Jesus would come down to Capernaum. 
Capernaum was about a day's journey from Cana, where Jesus then was. 
The nobleman requested this : that Jesus might heal his son. His son 
was at the point of death. Note : — The special occasion which brought 
this nobleman to Jesus was affliction, ^and affection for his son. ** Af- 
fliction Cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of 
the ground." (Job. v. 6.) Afflictions have their fruit and profit to the 
children of men. Manasseh, 2 Chron. zxxiii. 12 ; see also Ps. cxiz. 71 ; 
and 2 Cor. iv. 17-18. 

Verse 48. — Jesus said unto this nobleman, '^ Except ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe." Signs are things that express or repre- 
sent others. Sometimes they mean miracles, as in this passage. Won- 
ders are things which strongly engage our attention by their surprising 
greatness. This nobleman had faith. He received Christ as a prophet, 
and appears to have believed, if Jesus was bodily present, he could heal 
his son. The nobleman does not appear to suppose that Christ could 
heal his son at a distance ; and therefore he cries, in ver. 49, *' Sir, come 
down, ere my child die.'* He was not without faith, but he had not faith 
enough. Compare the conduct of the centurion that came to Jesus on 
account of his servant. (Matt. viii. 5-14.) He said to Jesus, " Speak but 
the word, and my servant shall be healed." This nobleman says, ** Come 
down, ere my child die." To the centurion Jesus did more than he asked, 
and would have gone down to his house. To this nobleman Jesus did 
not go down, but spoke the words, " Thy son liveth " (verse 60). Jesus 
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saw the weakness of this man's faith, and desired to increase it ; He 
therefore put Himself before him as the Messiah, who conld heal by a 
word, at a distance from the afflicted one, in his bodily power and divine 
presence, being every where present. 

Verse 49. — The meaning of the word " Sir," a title of honour, an appel- 
lation of civility. It is a continued descent from Cana to Capernaum. This 
will show the propriety of the expression <* Sir, come down, ere my child 
die." 

Verse 50. — Christ now said to this noblemam <* Go thy way ; thy son 
liveth." This was Christ's manner of teaching this man to have greater 
faith in Him. It was also a manifestation of His Divine power and pity. 
Power, in healing the child ; pity, in really meeting the request of this 
nobleman ; in granting the life of his son, though not in going down at 
that time. This conduct of the Lord was intended to show this man and 
the people that he was not only a prophet, having power to heal when 
present with the afficted one ; but that he was the Messiah, and could 
cure at Capernaum, while in presence he was at Cana. God will always 
hear and answer our earnest prayer, but not always in the way we expect. 
Yet how pleasant to know, as in this case, God*s way is always better 
than our expectation 1 In this curing of the nobleman's son, three Divine 
perfections are visible. Omnipresence, or present everywhere; Omntpotencet 
or Almighty power ; Omniscience, all knowledge as to the fact. The 
nobleman believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, — ** Thy son 
liveth." He now felt that Jesus, as the Messiah, could heal by a word, 
even at a distance. The evidence of this man's faith was that he obeyed 
the command of Christ, and ** went his way." Jesus said, " Go thy 
way," and the man ** went his^way." It is tiie duty of all to believe the - 
words of Jesus. We must give evidence by doing what Jesus commands. 
Read the words of Jesus, Matt. xi. 28-80. Have all our young readers 
believed, and done as Jesus speaks ? 

Verses 51, 52.^ — ^As the nobleman was going down to Capernaum, his 
servants met him. They told him, ** Thy son liveth." These were the 
same words Jesus said to the nobleman, '< Thy son liveth I" The man 
inquired of his servants, the hour when the child began to amend. He 
appears desirous of having his faith in Christ fully confirmed. The ser- 
vants *^ said unto him, Yesterday, about the seventh hour, the fever left 
him." Capernaum was about twenty miles from Cana, or a day's jour- 
ney ; the seventh hour of the day, about our one o'clock at noon. A 
fever is a disease in which the body is violently heated, or in which heats 
and colds prevail by tu^ns. It is needful that we seek, by proper means, 
the best evidence to confirm our faith in Christ. This nobleman asked 
** of the hour " from them that knew the fact, and were friends to the 
case. Let us learn from this conduct the means we are to use for our 
confirmation in Christian truths. 

Verses 58, 54. — The nobleman now knew his son was cured by the 
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power of Jesns, and that it was supernatural, or not by natural means. 
This man now received Christ in His office, as the Messiah^ the Saviour, 
the Anointed One. The members of his family became affected by the 
facts of this cure in their house, as told by the father, and they believed 
in Christ. This is a most beautiful example of a father teaching his 
family ; and what a pleasing example of the conduct of a family receiving 
the words of a father, and of union with him in their faith I What hap- 
piness in such a family I How often has God worked in saving one 
member of a family as a means to the salvation of the rest 1 Have we 
thus been led to the Saviour ? What is our conduct ? God has often 
used our greatest afflictions as means to our greatest blessings. This was 
the second miracle Jesus had wrought in Cana. The first, see John ii. 
1-11. Jesus had performed many miracles before this in Jerusalem; see 
John ii. 28. Let us ask our young friends to reflect upon and apply this 
lesson. May it be with the power of the Holy Spirit I 

" Thy mercy never shall remove 
From men of heart aincere : 
Thou sav'st the souls whose hnmble love 
Is joined with holy fear. 

" My lips shall dwell upon thy praise, 
And spread thy fame abroad ; 
Let all the sons of Adam raise 
The honour of their God I " J. Lord. 



MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN VERE, 

OF BEAOONSFIELD IN THE HIGH WYOOMBE OIROUIT. 

Brother John Verb was bom May 30th, 1786, at Kingston, Oxon, of 
humble parentage ; and, at the early age of seven years, John was sent to 
work, without any previous schooling ; and all his boyhood and youth 
were spent in farm labour ; hiring, from year to year, and often with 
very hard fare, until he was about twenty-five years old, when he married 
Mary Ann Stallion of Widmore End, and settled at Penn, Bucks. Here 
they lived for some time in all the comfort possible for a farm labourer ; 
for those were days of low wages, and dear provisions. His wife was spared 
to him until after the sixth child was born ; five of whom survive him. 
In those early days. Brother Vere worked very hard, and, for ten years 
walked eight miles daily to and from his work, and in the evening toiled 
to build himself a house, and cultivate a piece of waste land, which he 
turned into a fruitful garden. 

In his youth, and for some years after his marriage, ?i4lc?5\?i?ft:?^f^y 
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and moral ; bat the time came when this was not enough. He longed 
for the forgiveness of his sins, feeling his wretchedness, and continaing to 
attend the parish church. One evening, as he was returning home, he 
heard, or fancied he heard, a voice saying to him, <' Stand still, and see the 
salvation of God 1 " so he stood still, just by the pond at Penn, and be- 
lieving the promise, felt in a moment that all '* old things had passed away 
and that all things had become new." He felt in himself his sins were for- 
given, and a new heart was given unto him. From that hour he never 
faltered on the good way, but all his long journey of life he often referred 
to that time as the great turning point in his life. Soon after his con- 
version, he began to attend the Baptist Chapel at Penn, and joined the 
church there. This gave groat offence to the church minister, who rushed 
out upon him one evening in great anger, and demanded the reason why 
he did not come to church as he used to do. Brother Vere said, ** Because 
I get more good at the chapel than I did at the church, and can understand 
and enjoy the services better." The parson, with more angry words, 
strongly asserted that it was wicked to go to chapel, and all who did so 
would go to hell at last. With this comforting assurance he left him. 
But Brother Vere held on his way, and remained connected with the Bap- 
tists until after the death of his first wife. On his second marriage with 
Mrs. Lawrence of High Wycombe, who was a consistent and useful Wes- 
leyan, he became a member of that body, and continued with them until 
the memorable 1849, when he and the whole society at Penn became 
Wesleyan Reformers. He took an active part amongst them, and con- 
tinued to do so to the end of his life. 

After the death of his second wife he went to live with his daughter and 
son-in-law at Beaconsfield, where, for eighteen years, he was a constant 
and earnest member, and one of the most liberal supporters of the cause. 

He never acquired much book learning ; but, by observation and 
experience, through a long life, he gained considerable knowledge. His 
habits of industry, sobriety, and godliness brought their reward, in 
enabling him to lay by sufficient to keep him from want in his old age. 
He was ever thankful for all kindness and attention shown him by his 
daughter, her husband, and all friends. His temperament was cheerfal, 
and his life happy ; and he was always ready for any religious duty or 
exercise, delighting in praise and prayer. He was one of those who return 
to Zion with songs and rejoicing, and the prospect of death had no alarms 
for him. On Sunday, July 18th, he went to chapel for the last time> 
and was delighted to hear the Sunday scholars sing their anniversary 
hymns and recite their pieces. He always rewarded each reciter, in ad- 
dition to the reward they had from the school. 

On coming from the chapel that day, he had a fit, which partially af- 
fected his mind, and completely prostrated his body. He always expressed 
himself very thankful for his freedom from pain, and for the blessed 
presence of the Saviour, whose smile cheered him to the last. To all who 
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saw him when conscious, he expressed his joy at the prospect^of being with 
Jesas ; until the 24th of July, in a good old age, he quietly fell asleep, and 
his soul departed " to be with Christ, which is far better.'* His death was 
improved on Sunday, August 3rd, 1873, by our circuit minister, Rev. J. 
Butler, from the words " An old disciple '* (Acts xxi. 16), to a full chapel. 
It was good to be there. 

The long life of our departed brother (eighty-seven years), and the 
constant help he received frem God, together with his very happy death, 
all speak encouragingly to every Zion- bound traveller to press forward to 
the skies. Z. 
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CHBISTIAN PARENTS SHOULD 
PBAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN. 

" God never denies prayer." No 
parent ever offered prayer for her 
children in vain. Prayer must, in 
some respect, be answered. Can it 
be possible that there can be unan- 
swered, earnest, believing prayer? 
Prayer breathed from the heart in 
the name of Jesus and in the Spirit, 
He directs either for ourselves or our 
children will reach the ear of God, and 
will be answered. Let us take hold of 
this in all firmness, and act upon it 
in all earnestness, as in keeping with 
the word of God. In the parable of 
the Unjust Judge, we are taught that 
God will grant answers to prayer 
when it is importunate. " Shall not 
God avenge his own elect, which cry 
day and night unto Him, though he 
bear long with them ?" (Luke xviii. 
7.) A good man once said, *' O, I am 
dying for the want of power to pray ! 
My body is crushed, the world is on 
me, and how can I forbear praying ?" 
There are many religious parents 
whose children are not converted. 
What a sad fact ! Have such parents 
ever in faith pleaded the promise in 
Acts ii. 39, in their prayer before 
God ? Have they lived before their 
children so as to commend religion 
by their own lives? It is needful 
that our prayers should be sustained 
by a daily walk with God before our 
children for whom we pray. We 
have read of a father, who was a 
good man, yet his whole family of 
children were grown up, and not one 
of them converted. At length his 



son sickened, and se^ined about to 
die. The father prayed, but the son 
grew worse, and seemed sinking into 
the grave without hope. The father 
prayed until his anguish was unutter- 
able. He went at last and prayed 
(there seemed no prospect of his 
son's life), but he poured out his soul 
as if he would not be denied, till at 
length he got an assurance that his 
son would not only live, but be con- 
verted; and not only this one, but 
his whole family would be con- 
verted to God. He came into the 
house, and told his family his son 
would not die. They were astonished 
at him. " I tell you," said he, " he 
will not die. And no child of mine 
will ever die in his sins." This 
man's children all became converted 
to God. 

" A poor widow was greatly exer- 
cised about her children, till this pass- 
age was brought powerfully to her 
mind: 'Leave thy fatherless chil- 
dren with me ; I will preserve them 
alive.' She saw it had an extended 
meaning, and she was enabled to lay 
hold on it, as it were, with her hands ; 
and then she prevailed in prayer, and 
her children were converted." 

It is possible, by the neglect of this 
praying for our children when we 
feel it our duty, to bring the mind 
into a state of spiritual heaviness, 
and so to influence their spirits, as 
that it is to be feared they may lose 
even the true, earnest power of 
prayer for themselves. Let the Chris- 
tian parents connected with the 
churches in the Wesleyan Reform 
Union examine themselves and see 
if this be the state of any. On Sab- 
bath and on Mon^j^ ,C)^^^gi 
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and 2l8t last, the Sabbath School 
teachers in the United Kingdom, the 
Continent of Europe, in America, in 
the Colonies, and in many other 
parts of the world were called upon 
by the Sunday School Union to hold 
special prayer meetings for the bless- 
ing of the Lord to rest upon the 
youth of tlie present day. We were 
glad to see such a suggestion. But 
what of the parents ? May we sug- 
gest to each of our churches the 
importance of urging on the parents 
connected with such churches the im- 
portance of special prayer for the 
conversion of their children, and to 
the preachers the necessity of preach- 
ing a sermon specially directed to the 
children of religious parents. Let us 
name Sabbath, December 22, as a 
suitable time. 

A Sabbath School 

Ex-SUPKBI NTENDENT. 
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A FEW FACTS FOR TEMPERANCE 
MEN. 

TEMPEBANCE IN BBADFOBD. 

At St. George's Hall, Bradford, in 
the month of March, 1873, Dr. 
Martin spoke to this effect : — " I was 
surgeon to a Lodge held at a public- 
house, and gave it up after two years' 
trial, because they had so much sick- 
ness that they were never off the 
door-step. I was surgeon also to a 
Bechabite Tent at the same time, and 
I made up my mind to give them up 
also — but for a totally different reason 
— the Beohabites Tt&t;^ came for medi- 
cine at all, so I said to them, * Gentle- 
men, I can no longer for shame to 
take your money, for you never 
require my services.' " But let me 
give a fact or two near home. During 
the year 1872, the Bradford District 
of Bechabites had only amongst 
their 700 members an average 
sickness of three days and four 
hours per member, at a cost of 
only 4s. 7Jd. per member, being 
two-thirds less both in time and 
money paid for sickness, than the 
best mixed Friendly Society meet- 
ing at a public-house. The death-rate 
is equally, or even more remark- 
able, for during the year 1872, out of 



708 persons insured in the fimeral 
fund, only three deaths have occurred, 
which is one death in 234 persons, or 
an average of a little over four deaths 
per 1000. At Denholme there is a 
Tent of Bechabites of over 80 mem- 
bers, which has been established five 
years, and up to this time they have 
had no sickness, except a slight 
accident to one of their members, 
nor a single death. Where is the 
mixed society of moderate drinkers, 
drunkards, and teetotallers which can 
show such a death-rate as the one I 
have just given ? I ask tliis not in a 
boastful triumph, but in thankfulness 
to the Giver of every good, who by 
raising up and causing the Temper- 
ance Beformation to be widely spread, 
has given abundant proof that obe- 
dience to His laws of Ufe never fails to 
produce health and longevity. The 
averages — when taken for five years 
— of the amount of sickness and mor- 
tality amongst the Bechabites of this 
district, are not much less than those 
I have given for the year 1873. As 
asked by the Bechabite District 
Secretary, "What important facts 
are these ?" proving — as day by day, 
and year by year— that we who do 
not drink, have less sickness and 
when sick are sooner well, than those 
who drink the intoxicating cup. Our 
death-rate also proves that we hare 
fewer deaths. These truths clearly 
demonstrate that good health and 
longevity are the happy portion of 
the Bechabites and teetotalers. The 
pledge-breaking in connection with 
the Bechabite Bradford District is 
only about 1 per cent., which proves 
that Bechabitism is a safeguard for 
teetotalers. — Bechabite Magazine, 



DERBYSHIRE; OR NOTES OP MY 

VISIT " OVER THERE." 
In conning over some memorandums 
in my note-book, I alighted upon 
the account of my journey to Derby- 
shire at the Beform Delegate meeting 
in August 1873. And having pre- 
viously read in our magazine a paper 
describing the scenery peculiar to 
Bakewell and its neighbourhood, 
which also included Bowsies^ Chata- 
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worth, Matlock, and BuxtoD, and 
besides having once had a drive 
across the moors from Sheffield, and 
just got a peep at the picturesque 
county ; what wonder that one should 
long for August to come. Well, it 
did come, and at 9.35 on the anti- 
cipated morning, with satchel in hand, 
stored with ties, collars, studs, razor, 
brush, comb, &c., with Albert and 
gloves all in trim, I hurried to the 
railway station; the whistle shortly 
signalled us off; we steamed away by 
a fast train, disdaining the small 
country stations, and halting only 
at the more aristocratic places. 
Having reached Belper, we were 
allowed time to breathe, and eat our 
pork-pie ; then changing lines, on we 
went again, popping in and out of 
tunnels like rabbits m their burrows, 
when ferrets are in chase. Splendid 
scenery is presented to our view on 
both sides of the line all the way to 
Buxton, which made the journey 
somewhat over an hundred miles ; 
the fare was however less than it 
would have been had we alighted 
thirty miles short of the entire dis- 
tance; thanks to rival railways. 
Buxton is a pretty place. Crescent, 
Villas, Walks, and Wells, all in good 
taste ; here are to be met paralytics, 
Komish priests, sinful sisters, and 
sisters of mercy ; a host of young 
widows, and old gentlemen are to be 
found "Over there." Night coming 
on, we patronised the Midland once 
more, and on to Bakewell. It is a 
pretty little town, with its winding 
river, and substantial bridge ; but a 
stiff appearance in both place and 
people. The latter, very polite and 
courteous ; their aristocratic bearing 
being accounted for as distinguished 
from freehold burgesses, by seeing 
such names as Butland Arms, Builand 
Street, &c, the secret was unlocked. 
It is not uncommon that the shadow 
of great personages very often exerts a 
contracting influence upon those a 
stratum below, who are contiguous to 
them. It now came to light that the 
town pulpit was likely to be disap- 
pointed of the preacher announced ; 
this was a temptation to the lesser 
men; yet none scrambled for the 
honour. After many inquiries about 
other preachers and pulpits, some 



journeying this way, and others that, 
all were supplied on the Sabbath with 
a stranger, some from London, some 
from Land's Ead and others from the 
far North, each, I have no doubt, 
doing his very best to benefit his 
hearers, and trying to fill up his de- 
ficient parts with choicest anecdotes 
or illustrations, some proving that 
blessed is the man who can sing; 
others mcJring capital out of trite and 
witty sayings ; such as that some of 
their friends had gone to heaven for 
the good of their health, &o. Most of 
the brethren had not on the Monday 
forgotten the grand and happy ser- 
vices they had conducted " Over 
There." 

Monday at 10 a.m. the committee 
commenced their business at a roman- 
tic village named Youlgreave, only 
adjourning for meals. Dinner was 
served up in good style at one, in an 
adjoining school-room, and the eating 
was also done in good style. Another 
hitch however had nearly taken 
place ; a Good Templar brother all 
but broke his obligation, by not de- 
tecting there was brandy in the pud- 
ding sauce. The tea took place at 
five, after which, there was such a 
sing, in which another David, a 
singer in Israel, took a prominent 
part ; the chorus " Over There " 
being ^-one. The great event, viz., 
the Conference sermon, should have 
come off in the evening, but the 
preacher appointed not being able, 
through family affliction, to be in 
attendance, it was decided that in- 
stead of a well-dressed joint, it should 
be a hash, in which paid and non- 
paid men should be interspersed. 
Some good speaking, lively singing, 
earnest praying, and hearty respond- 
ing were the order of the evening; 
and then the Monday's benediction 
brought on the Good-night, and off to 
billets for pleasant dreams. 

Tuesday, the last batch of delegates 
came in time for a cold collation, 
after which, business became brisk. 
White ties were liberally patronised 
as a matter of course, but not by 
either the chairman or the secreta- 
ries. The committee ex-officio held 
possession of all the seats above the 
gangway. The most popular part 
oftheprogranune^h^^g.g^bo 
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attended to; the nomination and 
eleQtion of committee ; all alike, whe- 
ther representing fifty or five hundred, 
having the franchise. Just an allu- 
sion to the state of the poll at the 
close of the ballot : thirty-four were 
the highest numbers polled, and six- 
teen the lowest elected. Next came 
the orthodox, or committee of exam- 
iners : here Yorkshire shows to ad- 
vantage. Tuesday night, a missionary 
meeting, clusters of speeches, some 
good, others only middling ; at least, 
so say some who did not speak. The 
chair well filled by a local gentle- 
man ; collections, doxology, and good 
night. 

Wednesday, rain ponrinfr down — 
spirits not so bright; some knotty 
questions calling up knotty heads ; a 
point or two on the rails of business 
rather badly switched ; nothing fatal 
happened ; two or three slight personal 
injuries, but compensation offered 
on the spot ; the line cleared, guided 
by instinct and common sense, we 
went on adjusting matters very nicely. 
Votes of thanks having been given 
where they were due; many of the 
delegates prepared for off by evening 
train. A temperance meeting brought 
up the rear ; at which were some 
things put in a strong, rough, and 
wholesale manner, others, retail and 
more smooth ; so that it is hoped the 
speakers, while trying to hit one class, 
did not miss the other. On the whole, 
our Bakewell friends appreciated the 
meeting, and some signed the pledge. 
By the heartiness with which the 
friends took their leave of each other, 
it was palpable that they had enjoyed 
each other's company ; and as for my- 
self, whenever the delegate meeting 
shall again be held at Bakewell, or 
any other place " Over there,** may 
I be there to see. 



^tli^mB |tttH%ftt«* 

WESLEYAN REFORM UNION 

COMMITTEE. 

8, Exeter HaU, Friday, Sept. 12th, 1873. 

The following brethren were present, 
W. Nott, P. Parker, T. Chamberlain, 
and J. Lord. 
Brother Chamberlain in the chair. 



The meeting was opened by Brother 
Nott engaging in prayer. 

The minutes of committee meetings 
held August 18th and 20th were read 
and confirmed. 

The correspondence was read. 

Brothers M. Nash, E. Barley, T. 
H. Richard, R. Porter, R. Nicholls, 
T. Whitehouse, and J. Butler replied 
to the agenda of business for the 
meeting. 

Reports from the missionaries were 
read and considered, when it was 
requested that the missionaries note 
in their reports, monthly, the number 
of houses visited ; how many families 
prayed with, and the number present 
when prayer was offered. 

That Brother Rowling be appointed 
to Hunningley Lane, Barnsley Cir- 
cuit, to commence on November 30th, 
and continue till December 27th. 

That Brother Devine's appoint- 
ment be left in the hands of the 
General Secretary, should any appli- 
cations be made for his services before 
the next committee meeting. 

Thjt the Secretary be instructed 
to get 1500 cards, and 250 circulars 
printed for the children collecting 
for the missions at Christmas-time. 

That the Treasurer be requested 
to lend the sum of £20 from the 
Chapel Fund for the present month's 
salaries and board for the mission- 
aries. 

That the cheque for missionaries* 
salaries, &c., to the amount of .£19 
12s., be signed. 

That the Book-room pay a moiety 
of ^20 in reduction of the loan of 
.j£40, received from the Chapel Fund. 

One pound had been paid by Mr. 
Dupee, towards the loan made to the 
Wolverhampton Chapel; this being 
the eighth instalment paid by him. 

That the following bills be paid 
from the Book-room Fund : 

£ s. d. 
Price a 4 8 

Chaloner and Cooke 5 11 9 
Wesleyan Reform Union 8 4 1 



16 6 
One Moiety loan due to 
Chapel Fund 20 



36 6 
That Brother J. Lord b^^RQi^ted 
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to labour according to the following 
applications for his services. 

Bradford, Bowling Back Lane, 
September 20th, till October 3rd. 

Sheffield, Grimesthorpe, October 
4th, till October 18th ; Philadelphia, 
October 18th, till October 31st. 

Mexbro*, Nov. 1st, till Nov. 7th. 

Sheffieij), Watery Street, Nov. 
8th, till Nov. 14th. 

That the Secretary correspond 
with the Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Elles- 
mere,Padsey,andWigan Circuits, and 
if necessary visit them, either alone, 
or in company with any member of 
the committee who can make it con- 
venient to accompany him. 

The Secretary paid £2 12s. lid. 
for Wesley an Reform Union expenses, 
received from the Wibsey Circuit. 

A letter from Brother Benson read 
in reply to Secretary, leaving himself 
in the hands of the brethren. 

That Brother Benson's name be 
continued on the list of committee, 
and that he be assured of the una- 
bated affection of all its members. 

That Brothers Thomas Chamber- 
lain and P. Parker be requested 
to write a circular as an address 
to the members of the Churches in 
the Union, urging them to more 
active spiritual life, and that it be 
printed in the magazine, and read 
firom^the pulpits to the Churches. 

That the subject of presentingN an 
address to Brother Lewis stnnd over 
till we know what the Sheffield bre- 
thren have done in the matter. 

Brother Lord concluded the meet- 
ing with prayer. 

J. Lord, Secretary. 



THE WESLEYAN METHODIST 
EEFOBM SOCIETT AT SWINTON, 

BOTHERHAM AMD MEXBRO* CIRCUIT. 

The above society commenced the 
16th day of March, 1870. Brother J. 
W. Guest was bom of the Spirit 
under the preaching of Brother Hol- 
land at Thorncliffe, and after worship- 
ing there for six years, circumstances 
over which he had no control removed 
him to Swinton. There being no Re- 
form society there, he met with tlie 
Mexbro' friends until the 16th day of 
March, 1870, when he asked the 



members of the Mexbro* church if 
they would allow him to try and form 
a society at Swinton; they agreed 
for him to do so, and with the help of 
Brothers J. Watson and S. Dodsworth 
of Mexbro' they commenced to form 
a class, Mrs. Lee kindly opening her 
house for preaching, herself also be- 
coming one of the first of the six 
members. After worshipping there 
for a few months, the house became 
too small for the congregation; we 
then obtained the loan of an out- 
building, which was kindly lent by 
Mr. H. Cooke ; this we fitted up as a 
preaching room, and in it we still con- 
tinue to worship. Mr. Cooke has 
been very kind to us, inasmuch atf 
he has not charged us anything for the 
loan of the place ; also he and his 
family have rendered much help to 
our cause on every special occasion ; 
but feeling that we had no certainty 
how long we could be permitted to 
remain where we are ; we thought it 
wise to try and obtain a small por- 
tion of land whereon to erect a chapel. 
The members of the church at Mexbro* 
therefore sent Brothers Geo. Turner 
and J. Mawson, and J. W. Guest, 
as a deputation to wait upon Cap- 
tain Douglas, and solicit him to sell 
us a plot of ground for the erection of 
a building, but they were unsuccess- 
ful. We also tried several others, 
but in every case failed. When Mr. 
French's land came into the market, 
we purchased a plot at a cost of £164, 
upon which we are now erecting our 
new chapel and school ; which, toge- 
ther with the purchase of the ground, 
will, when completed, cost about 
^1000. The comer stone of the 
building was laid by A. Allott, Esq., 
of Sheffield, on August 18th, 1873. 
The society and friends met in front 
of the Wesleyan Cliapel at half-past 
two o'clock in the afternoon, thence 
they proceeded to the ground ; Bro. 
Priestly then commenced the service 
by giving out hymn 625, after which 
Bro. Hobson of Sheffield engaged in 
prayer ; the Rev. S. Jackson then read 
the eighty-fourth and eighty-seventh 
Psalms. Brother L. Charlesworth 
then presented the mallet and trowel 
to Mr. Allott. He said he had great 
pleasure on behalf of the trustees and 
members of the Church in j^resen^ing 
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the mallet and trowel as a mark of 
esteem and recognition of Mr. Allott, 
in coming forward to help in the 
great undertaking. After the stone 
had been duly laid, Mr. AUott de- 
livered an address to the assembly, 
warmly congratulating them on the 
efforts they had made, and the suc- 
cess they had achieved ; he exhorted 
them to persevere in their great and 
noble undertaking, and to use their 
highest powers for the glory of God, 
and the extension of his kingdom. 
The Rev. S. Jackson afterwards 
spoke, remarking that they were met, 
not to unveil the statue of some great 
statesman, "^hose achievements had 
won the applause of his country, nor 
to lay the stone of some magnificent 
building witli its towering spire and 
stained glass windows i but to lay the 
stone of a humble place of worship 
for God, where the gospel would be 
preached in all true simplicity and 
earnestness. Brother Hardy from 
Sheffield next addressed the meeting ; 
he spoke on the Wesleyan Reform 
doctrines. Brother Hobson also ad- 
dressed the meeting. Mr. Godd, Mex- 
bro', Wesleyan, took part in the 
meeting. Brother Lansbury of Rother- 
ham, and secretary for the Rotherham 
and Mexbro' Circuit, also took part 
in the meeting. The choir sang the 
doxology. The Rev. S. Jackson closed 
the meeting on the ground with 
prayer. 

The friends afterwards adjourned 
to the Wesleyan Chapel, Swinton, 
where a public tea was provided, 
the chapel being kindly lent for the 
occasion. Upwards offour hundred sat 
down to tea. After tea, a public meet- 
ing was held in the above Wesleyan 
Chapel ; the chair was occupied by 
Mr. G. Turner of Masbro,' who gave 
out hymn 226. Brother Codd en- 
gaged in prayer. The meeting was 
afterwards addressed by the Rev. S. 
Jackson, Swinton ; Brothers Lansbury 
and Hall of Rotherham, Brothers 
Hardy and Hobson of Sheffield, Bros. 
Codd and Smith, Wesleyans, Mexbro,' 
Brother Lister, Elsecar, Brothers 
Holmes and Addy of Jump. The 
choir sang several interesting pieces 
at intervals. The Rev. S. Jackson 
concluded the meeting with prayer. 
' Dublic tea was held on the follow- 



ing day in our own preaching room, 
when twenty-six widows partook of 
tea, given by the Society. After tea, 
we had a happy meeting, which was 
addressed by L. Charles worth, W. 
Guest; C. Johnson, and J. Daniels. 
The meeting concluded with prajer. 
We are very happy to state that Mr. 
AUott, after laying the comer stone, 
gave to the trustees the handsome 
sum of one hundred guineas; Mr. 
Mitchell of Bolton Hall, gave a sum 
of twenty guineas, which, together 
with the collections on Monday, and 
the proceeds of the teas, made a total 
of £153 5s. 7id. The contractors are 
Messrs. Luke White and Son, baild- 
ers, Stubbin, and Mr. Joshua Peckett, 
Swinton, 'joiner. The trowel bore 
the following inscription ; * * Presented 
to Alfred Allott,E8q., of Sheffield, by 
the trustees and members of the 
Wesleyan Reform Church, Swinton, 
on the occasion of his laying the 
comer stone of the above place of 
worship, August 18th, 1873." The 
trowel had been obtained at the es- 
tablishment of Mr. J. Mason, jeweller, 
High Street, Rotherham. 

The Swinton Reform Society com- 
menced with six members, viz. Mrs. 
Lee, Mrs. Parr, John and Lucy 
Hammond, Matthew and Martha 
Walker. We are happy to say we 
now number upwards of fifty, with 
four preachers, and one on triij. To 
God be all the glory ! 

Subscriptions received by L. 
Charlesworth, and C. Johnson, Swin- 
ton. 



WESLETAN REFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY, MEXBRO'. 

On Sunday, July 20th, 1878, two 
powerful sermons were preached by 
the Rev. E. Barley of Wibsey to 
large and attentive congregations, 
this being the twentieth School- 
Anniversary of the above school. 
The children recited their pieces and 
dialogues, and sang a selection of 
hymns and anthems, much to the 
credit of those who had the training 
of them. 

The services will not soon be for- 
gQtten ; the hallowed influences and 
the religious feeling, fte deep con- 
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viction all tending to the glory of 
God, we were led to say with Peter, 
" Master, it is good to be here." 

The choir rendered great assistance 
under the leadership of Mr. Piper of 
Mexbro'. The collections amounted 
to £11 6s. Od., which far exceeded 
any of previous years. 

On the following Monday, tea was 
provided in the chapel; about 130 
persons sat down, after which a 
public meeting was held, when one 
of the superintendents of the school, 
Mr. Joseph Hartley, presided^ who 
made an excellent opening speech, 
and then called on the Secretary of 
the school, to give a report. 

In looking over the school register, 
I find two of ^e speakers to-night 
entered this school in 1853, one on 
January 16th, Henry Hammond of 
Sheffield; the other April 10th, 
John Dobson of Mexbro*. Forty 
other boys entered the same year; 
ten have become members, teachers, 
and preachers ; fourteen have become 
drunkards; six have become teeto- 
talers; two out of these are life-teeto- 
talers, never having tasted strong 
drink in their lives; seven out of 
the forty who entered in 1853, are 
dead. 

Thank God, all our labours have 
not been lost ; four young teachers 
who had been brought up in the 
school, have joined the church on 
earth this year. Some seats are 
vacant this year, which were occu- 
pied last School Anniversary. Five 
teachers and scholars have been taken 
from this church and school on earth, 
to join the Church above. 

In looking over our account of 
books given to the children the last 
fifteen years, I find we have given 
915 books; that is sixty-one each 
vear, including three Bibles presented 
by Brother Wilkinson of Sheffield, 
given to two boys and one girl ; the 
money for these books came from a 
few friends. 150 Bibles, from Is. to 
Ss. 6d. each, have been given ; also 
185 large and small hymn-books from 
4d. to 3s. each ; also histories of good 
men and women, 317, from 8d. to 5s. 

each; other good and useful books 

813, from 3d. to Is. each. 
Mr. John Dobson of Mexbro' was 

called upon, and in a spirited man- 



ner spoke of the beneficial effects 
of Sunday schools, he having been 
trained there. 

Mr. Priestley of Swinton was next 
called upon. He spoke of children 
leaving tiie Sabbath school, and get- 
ting into bad company. This speaker 
was followed by a dialogue by six 
children. The next speaker was the 
Rev. E. Barley of Wibsey, who spoke 
of man living near to God, wliile 
living in this world ; his speech told 
well on the congregation, and all 
seemed delighted to hear him. 

Mr. Holmes of Mexborough, fol- 
lowed, who spoke of Sabbath schools 
being good institutions, but it rested 
a good deal with mothers ; if children 
were not looked after at their homes, 
it was hard work for the teachers. 





£ s. d. 


Balance in Treasurer's 




hands cash account, 




July 1872, 


14 8 9 


Receipts of this year 


11 6 9 



25 16 6 
Disbursements since July, 

1872, to July 1873 14 4 

Balance in Treasurer's 

hands 11 11 6 

There are 149 girls and boys in 
school, and thirty teachers. Votes 
of thanks ware given to all who had 
taken part in the meeting and tea. 

The doxology was sung, and the 
benediction pronounced. The friends 
left the chapel saying, it was about 
one of the best Anniversaries we ever 
had. 

WESLEYAN EEFORM, BOOTHBY, 
GRANTHAM CIRCUIT. 

On Tuesday, August 5th, a number 
of the friends connected with the 
Wesleyan Reform Chapel, Gran- 
tham, were conveyed by waggonette 
• Ac, to Boothby, the weather being 
exceedingly pleasant. At five o'clock, 
tea was provided in Mr. Scarborough's 
barn (kindly lent for the occasion), 
when about eighty sat down, and 
gave ample proof that they enjoyed 
the good things served by the ladies 
of Boothby, and which did great 
credit to their catering abilities. 
In the evening a public meeting 
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was held in the same place, which 
was tastefully decorated with appro- 
priate mottoes, evergreens, &c. After 
the meeting had been opened by 
devotional exercises, the Rev. Alex- 
ander Holland (circuit minister), 
w:as called to the chair. Interest- 
ing and suitable addresses were 
delivered by the Chairman, Mr. R. 
Hempstead, Mr. W. L. Wand, Mr. 
S. Cross, and Mr. J. Parker. Votes 
of thanks were passed to the ladies 
who had provided tea ; and to Mr. 
BuU and Mr. Scarborough for the 
loan of the field and bam: after 
which the meeting was closed by 
singing the doxology and prayer by 
the chairman. Thus passed away 
one of the most pleasant and suc- 
cessful tea-meetings ever held in the 
above village, and it was the opinion 
of all present, that if a room could be 
secured in which public worship 
might be conducted on the Sabbath, 
and private meetings held in the 
week, instead of in a house as at 
present, there would soon be a very 
nice little church established, for 
although the village is somewhat 
small, the Wesleyan Reformers are 
the only people among the Dissenters 
who conduct divine service there. 

The prayer of the writer is that 
God, who has the hearts of all men 
in his hands, and who is pleased to 
use the smallest means to accomplish 
his great and glorious designs, may 
bless our endeavours to spread the 
kingdom of our dear Emmanuel at 
Boothby ; and although we have no 
members there at present ; we may 
soon have not oiily a commodious 
room in which to worship God, but 
also a church which shall stand with 
many more on the side of increase 
at our next Delegate meeting in 
1874. 

WEST BROMWICH CIBCUIT. 

In April, 1866, opening services were 
held at the Lye, in connexion with 
the above circuit, and continued to 
the end of the summer every Sunday. 
The meetings during the winter, were 
held in a house kindly lent by a Mr. 
Gordon. For some time, no apparent 
success resulted, so in September 
1867, the meetings were given up. 



In the antnmn of 1869, another 
effort was made to establish a cause, 
and throughout the winter, meetings 
were held of a successful character 
in a cottage fitted up by two of our 
brethren. In July, 1871, a room was 
opened for Divine worship, in which 
the firiends have met up to the 
present time. In the summer months 
of each year, services have been held 
in the open-air, preceded by a singpg 
mission, in which the present writer 
has often taken a part, and has 
preached on Sunday evenings to large 
congregations. It is the same place 
where Brother Rowling laboured 
last year, during his stay in this 
circuit, and whose visit is remem- 
bered to this day. Success attending 
the labours of the brethren, and the 
room affording but meagre accommo- 
dation for the worshippers it was de- 
cided to build a school-chapel to seat 
about one hundred at a cost of j£160. 

On Monday, August 4th, the me- 
morial stone was laid by Mr. Thomas 
Rhodes, who placed ^10 upon it. He 
was brought to God under Mr. White- 
house's preaching several years ago. 
After the ceremony was over, tea was 
provided in the Independent school- 
room, kindly lent for the occasion. 
About two hundred sat down to tea. A 
public meeting was afterwards held, 
presided over by Mr. Haslam, the 
circuit Secretary, who reviewed the 
history of the day's proceedings, and 
interesting addresses were delivered 
by Rev. T, Whitehouse, Messrs. T. 
Rhodes, W. H. WilUams. G. Thomas, 
and T. Ayre, Several brethren from 
various parts of the circuit were 
present. Members of the choirs from 
Legge Street, Birmingham, Dudley, 
and Wednesbury were also present, 
and greatly delighted the meeting by 
the excellent manner in which they 
sang several pieces of music. During 
the meeting, Mr. Rhodes kindly 
offered to give £6 more, if a stone 
was placed on the opposite side of 
the one he laid, in memory of bis 
dear father. Nearly MO wasreaUsed 
by the day's proceedings. 

AU the members are " the sons of 
toil," and great praise is due to them 
for their self-denying efforts in erect- 
ing a house of prayer. 
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LIST OP MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES 
In connexion with the WesUyan Reform Union, at the Annual Meeting, 1873. 





Tears M 










Minirten 




Year 




NamcB. 


in the 


Nameofprefent 


in 






Wedeyan 
Refbnu 


Circuit 


s^i 






Churches. 








BUTLEB, J. . . 


20 


High Wycombe 
Bradford 


4th 


Bridge St., High Wycombe, Backs. 


Packett, J. . . 


20 


4th 


137, Otley Road, Bradford, Yorks. 


Olivbk, J. H. . 


16 


Sleaford 


9th 


Grantham Street, Sleaford. 


Bowling, W. . 


13 


Miaaionary 




DistiUery Street, Norwich. 


BARIiEY, E. . . 


12 


Wibsey 


8th 


Wibsey, near Bradford, Yorks. 


Devinb, F. J. . 


11 


Missionary 




New Cross St., Birch Lane, Bowling 
Old liane, Bradford, Yorks. 


Whitehouse, W. 


11 


West Bromwich 


11th 


Amblecote Bank, near Brierley Hill. 


SiBCY, E. . . 


10 


Liskeard 


2nd 


Tremar Coombe, St. Cleer, Liskeard, 
Cornwall. 


NUTTAMi, G. . 


9 


Gawston 


2nd 


Aylsham, Norfolk. 


NlCHOLLS, R. . 


8 


Middlesboro' 


4th 


1, Fallow Street, Middlesboro'. 


Bromage, T. . 


7 


Wellingboro' 


8th 


23, Park Street, Wellingboro'. 


Load, J. . . . 


7 


OenerdLSecretary 


8rd 


33, Ordnance Rd., St. John's Wood, 
London, N.W. 


Croft, T. . . 


2 


Missionary 




Pudsey, near Leeds. 


HoiiLAND, A. . 


2 


Grantham 


2nd 


20, George Street, Grantham. 


Long, J. . . . 


2 


Bamsley 


2nd 


96, Lancaster Street, Bamsley. 
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TO THE WESLEYAN 

REFORM CHURCHES AND CIRCUIT 

MEETINGS. 

The Delegate Meeting is now past, 
the brethren have met and parted, 
another year is now before us. It is 
important that the work of God 
should fuUy engage our attention. 
Let us labour for the conversion of 
sinners, and as the great means to 
this, our prayer should be, *' Restore 
unto me the joy of Thy salvation ; and 
uphold me with Thy free Spirit. Then 
will I teach transgressors Thy way ; 
and sinners shall be converted unto 
Thee." 

The youth in our congregations and 
Sabbath schools must have our care, 
efforts, and prayers. A great work now 
lies before us. We must be up and 
doing in the work for the Lord. 

Our Missions are a useful means, 
if properly worked, to assist our weak 
Churches or Circuits. Let the appli- 
cations for the missionaries' labours 
be made by the Churches to the Ge- 
neral Secretary for the Committee. 
Let these applications be as open as 
possible as to the man to labour. The 
Churches should arrange for Mis- 
sionary Sermons and public meetings 
in each place and make collections. 
A large increase in our fund is much 



needed. Missionary boxes can be 
had on application to the Secretary. 
Let our Churches do all they can in 
this work. 

The Reform Union expenses need 
to be assisted by collections once 
during the year, so as to help to make 
known our principles, by the employ- 
ment of our agent. 

Our Hymn Books, both for our 
congregations and Sabbath schools, 
should be used in all our places of 
worship and the Schools. We need 
an increase in their sale. 

The Magazine called " Christian 
Words," should be taken monthly 
by all our members and in our Sab- 
bath schools. It will be the study of 
the editor to make it acceptable to all. 
Its sale needs to be doubled ; and 
we think this might be accomplished. 
Xjet us all try. 

If any of the circuits have mission 
money in hand, please send it to the 
Secretary as early as possible. 
John Lord, General Secretary. 

83, Ordnance Road, St. John's 
Wood, London, N.W. 

BRADFORD CIRCUIT. 

The friends connected with the 
Bradford and Wibsey district, have 
succeeded in securing a piece of 
ground at Bowling Back Lane, Brad- 
ford, on which hey ylWe^QInilt at 
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mission room capable of holding 
npwards of one hundred people, at 
an outlay of nearly one hundred 
pounds. A Sunday school has been 
commenced with very good prospects, 
and present encouraging success; 
the structure is built of wood, and it 
is hoped, will very soon be found in- 
adequate for the wants of the neigh- 
boumood, so as to be replaced with a 
more permanent erection. The open- 
ing services took place on Sunday, 
August lOth. The Eev. J. Packett 
preached in the afternoon, and the 
Rev. E. Barley of Wibsey in the 
evening; the congregations were large 
and attentive, and a very gracious 
feeling pervaded the services. Seven- 
teen persons exercised publicly at 
the prayer-meeting, and three young 
persons professed to find mercy. The 
collections at the two services real- 
ised £6 8s. 2d. The services con- 
tinue to be well attended, and it is 
hoped that much good will result 
from the labours put forth by Bro. 
Croft, and others in that neighbour- 
hood. E. B. 



Christ U Coming. J. B. Day, Savoy 
Street, Strand, London, 32nd 
tiiousand, pp, 264. 
A PAMPHLET composed of extracts 
from the original work bearing the 
above title. It has had a large cir- 
culation, probably arising from its 
peculiar title. The author's views, 
differ from all orthodox Christian 
denominations, and also from our 
principal scientific geologists ; he un- 
sparingly condemns the doctrines of 
the Christian Churches, and substi- 
tutes his own views instead, founding 
liis arguments on scripture grounds. 
He speaks well on the origin, false 
doctiines, and certain downfall of the 
Papacy. He has also selected many 
passages of Scripture to prove that 
the doctrine of the Trinity is incor- 
rect, he therefore advocates Unita- 
rianism. He unsparingly attacks the 
Church of England, which, through 
its encumbering ceremonies and 
clerical ungodliness is utterly unable 
to fulfil its true mission in the world ; 
and argues that in its present form, 
it must be removed out of the way 



for the coming of Christ's glorious 
kingdom. 

Scientific men he considers all at 
fault with regard to the earth's forma- 
tion, as at present seen ; he maintains 
that the various layers of marbles, 
slates, coal, &c., were all formed at the 
Deluge, which is so fully described 
by Moses in the book of Genesis ; a 
doctrine which was certainly sup- 
ported by many learned men half a 
century ago, but which recent dis- 
coveries appear to contradict. The 
pamphlet may have its use, although 
the arguments used are not calculated 
to establish a person's mind ; it may, 
however, lead some to search the 
Scriptures, and likewise examine the 
great book of nature, to see if these 
things are as stated by the author. 

The Converted Family, By the Rev. 

W. Woolhouse Robinson, M.A. 

Nisbet and Co., London. 12th 

Edition. 
This admirable and interesting little 
book is quite a treasury of Christian 
experience, giving a thrilling narra- 
tion of the conversion of the author 
from the gay scenes of fashionable 
life, as the ball-room, theatre, &c., to 
the simple and unadorned doctrines 
and practices of the blessed Word of 
God ; and then how wonderfully God 
honoured him by making him the 
instrument, within the short space 
of two years, of the conversion of his 
father, mother, sister, and two bro- 
thers, who have all since died happily 
in the faith of the Gospel. Of Uiese 
departed ones, the work is a sort of 
memoir. The object the author has 
in view by the publication of these 
memoirs, is to encourage oilers to 
use every available means for the 
salvation of their families and friends, 
that, through the abounding grace of 
God, many poor wanderers in search 
of happiness may be led to seek it 
from the only true source botiii for 
time and eternity. The circulation 
has been very large, but we trust it 
will increase more and more, and 
that the author's earnest prayer 
may be fully realised, and that the 
book will spread until it reaches 
every mansion and cottage home, and 
that through the Holy Spirit's in- 
fluence, it may be tlie means of 
winning very manvison' 
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TO THE MEMBEBS OF THE CHUBCHES IN FELLOWSHIP 
WITH THE WESLEYAN REFORM UNION. 

Deab Bbothbbs and Sisters, — Nearly a quarter of a century has passed 
away since we began to maintain those principles of Christian freedom in 
Church goyemment which caused our expulsion, or separation, froni 
Wesleyan Methodism. In this time the greater part of our brethren, 
having joined the Methodist Association, haye formed themselves into the 
'* United Methodist Free Churches,** And there are signs among the old 
Wesleyans that the Conference will shortly concede to the people some 
of those rights which are their due. Meantime we have become asso« 
elated together in this Union for mutual counsel and encouragement. But 
we remain, as at first, an Association of Independent Methodist Churches ; 
having no authority over each other's faith or mode of government, and 
yet affording a striking example of unity of belief, similarity of worship, 
and form of government. This will continue while the Bible is our 
statute-book, and the New Testament Churches are our models. 

Various causes have, however, combined against the numerical success 
of our efforts. Some of these the efflux of time and the constant work 
of our Churches will remove; others are in our power, and, with the 
Divine blessing, we can do much towards such a steady revival of religion 
as will greatly augment our numbers. 

We cannot do this by attempting to rival other Churches in pulpit 
oratory ; nor by the establishment of a numerous and educated separated 
ministry ; nor by the erection of costly chapels, nor by the sounding of 
many-toned organs, nor the scientific chan tings of psalms and hymns ; 
still less by the wearing of sacerdotal robes, the burning of incense, or the 
ringing of bells. Other Churches have all these things in as great per- 
fection as possible, and are as much attached to them as the ancient 
Israelites were to the idols of their high places. 

We are comparatively plain aud sober, and belong to the masses of 
the people who earn their daily bread before they eat it. But we can 
read our Bibles, and Qod has given us wisdom to understand His word, 
and grace to desire to do His holy will. 

Let us, then, proyoke one another to love and good works, and in all 
things study to show ourselves approved of Him. As he has given us 
ability, so let us use his gifts to the edification of each other. There is 
not one man in a thousand who can continually instruct the same people 
without becoming tame or soon wearing himself out ; but, on the other 
hand, there is scarcely one person in a thousand who cannot say or do 
Bomethmg, which shall be for the edification and profit of others. 

NOVBMBBB, 1878. Digitized by L^OOgle 
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The ordmaiy Berrioee of worship need not be altered, bat the Chordies 
should see that all their best men and women are encouraged to expound 
God's Word. And if any assistance is needed in the shape of books, or 
in the acquisition of old languages, the Ohurches should giye this aid to 
their teachers, whether these teachers are called ministers or local 
preachers. 

The staff of leaders should also obtain the constant care and supervision 
of the Ohurches* And that these may be able to perform that pastoral 
visitation which is an important part of their duty, there should be a 
leader to eyery ten or twelve members, and the leader should be required 
to see each member weekly, either at the place of meeting or at home. 
This is as necessary where class-meetings are not a test of membership 
as where they are, and perhaps even more so. At all meetings the eyes 
of the leaders should be watchfully employed in discermng new comers, 
and in noting signs of attention and contrition, and a holy interest should 
be felt in the work of pointing souls to the Saviour. 

The teachers of Sabbath schools are deserving of increased considera- 
tion ; and it would be well if every Ghurch would give its school teachers 
access to a well-stocked library of old and new books. Special prayer- 
meetings for teachers should be held, and the older scholars might be 
encouraged to attend them. Bible classes for the young should be 
established wherever practicable. 

The Ohristian Church, as a whole, has sadly neglected that first of 
New Testament duties, the care of the poor and the sick ; yet there are 
manifold more Scriptures which inculcate this than there are that speak 
of the necessity of paying any of its officers. Let it be ours to correct 
this negligence in our Churches, and to warm up the cold-hearted charity 
of the poor-law of our land with the fire of brotherly love. The common 
people vdll again hear Jesus gladly when they see that His religion is 
like Himself, not only pure and holy, but merciful, good, and kind. 
Dorcas meetings, mothers* meetings, clothing funds, friendly societies, 
bands of hope, temperance societies, and such like, should be only parts 
of a Church's work. It is our duty to save souls above all things ; but 
while the body lives it is also worthy of great care ; and if we are like 
our blessed Lord, we shall in no sort neglect it, either in health or sick- 
ness. 

Above all, let us look at home, and be careful to erect the family altar, 
on which to offer our morning and evening sacrifice. And let us cease 
from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, and cultivate an intimate per- 
sonal acquaintance with God: indeed, "walk with God," like Enoch, 
and we shall have this testimony, that our ways please Him. If we live 
close to God ourselves, we shall be sure to attract others to Him also. 
It may not be necessary, or even practicable, to retire so many times a day 
for private prayer ; but we may constantly live in an atmosphere of praise 
and prayer ; and if this be the case, we cannot but b^(^^j:(^^i^ Qod 
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from day to day — no longer dependent for onr spiritual supplies on a 
mere human priest or pastor, but drawing them direct from the Fountain- 
head of all blessedness — God Himself. Then we may boldly say, " The 
Lord is onr Helper," and " our path will become that of the just, which 
Bhineth more and more unto the perfect day." 

Onr TTnion exists for the common good. Our book-room issues 
congregational and school hynm-books of a superior class and at low 
prices. Also a monthly magazine, at one penny, containing interesting 
matter suited for all ages and classes. Other publications issued by the 
busy press can also be obtained through its agency. 

Our Chapel Fund has already done good service to several small 
chapels, and as its means increase, so will its usefulness. 

Our home missionaries are intended to break up new ground, and to be 
the means of promoting a reyiyal of religion among our Churches, and of 
instilling onr principles and giving information on all questions of Church 
government and Christian usefulness. 

We commend these operations of the Union to your consideration and 
support. Let us have your co-operation in every good word and work, 
and may the blessing of the Almighty be upon you, making you to be 
steadfast, nnmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 

[It is recommended that this address be read to every congregation in 
the Union at the first suitable opportunity.] 



THE CALL OF PETER, ANDREW, JAMES, AND JOHN. 

(Matt. iv. 18-22 ; Mabk i 16-20 ; Luke iv. 81.) 

The subject of this lesson is, '' The call of Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John, by the Lord, to be His apostles." John the Baptist was now cast 
into prison. When Jesus heard that John was cast into prison. He came 
into Qalilee. Galilee contained the tribes of hsachar^ Zebulon, Naphtali^ 
A.sher^ and the eastern half of Manasseh, Galilee contained two hundred 
ftnd four cities, and the least of these is said to contain fifteen thousand 
inhabitants. The town of Galilee in which Christ entered in order to 
dwell was Capernaum. It is situated upon the coast of the Sea of 
C^alilee. The Sea of Galilee is the same as the Lake of Gennesareth. 
(See Luke v. 1.) There are only two lakes mentioned in the Bible — the 
Lake of Gennesareth (Luke v. 1) and the lake of fire (Rev. xix. 20 ; xx. 
^^)- The first of these lakes was a large place full of water, encompassed 
with land ; atid the second of these lakes refers to helU the place of 
torment to the wicked. 

Digitized by (Jt^OQlC 
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The Lake of Qennesareth was in length about sixteen miles, and in 
breadth about six miles. It was bounded on the east by Galilee, on the 
west by Tiberias. In the Old Testament this Lake of Qennesareth is 
called the Sea of Ohinnereth, from a city of that name situated on it* 
(See Num. zxxiy. 11.) The plains leading to this lake are very fertile. 
The fruits that mostly grow in these plains are nuts, palms, and figs. 
Figs and grapes hold in season ten months in the year, and other fruits 
the whole year round. The nature or character of the waters of this lake 
is its celebrated sweetness and freshness. The Jordan pursues its course 
through it. It is surrounded by clifts of the mountains, some of which 
are a thousand feet high. A living writer says : <' It is an expansion of 
the Jordan, which enters at the north end, and seems to run straight 
through, pouring out at the south. Its waters are clear and sweet, and 
very agreeable for drinking. Fish, different a little in taste and form from 
the fish of great Britain, still abound, especially on the east side." 

Jesus came and dwelt in Capernaum. This city was on the borders of 
the tribes of Zebulon and Naphtali. Zebulon was bounded on the north 
by Naphtali, on the west by Asher, on the*^ south by Issachar, and on the 
east by the Lake of Qennesareth. Nephthalim was the same as Naphtali. 
(See Matt. iy. 18.) '^ Naphtali was a narrow tract of land, a woodland 
country. It is said in the days of Josephus there were two hundred and 
fourteen towns in this province." 

It is here said (in Matt, iv. 14) that a passage spoken by the prophet 
Esaias was fulfilled. This Esaias refers to Isaiah in the Old Testament. 
This prophet is often called the evangelical prophet. This is on account 
of the number of predictions concerning the birth, life, death, and tri- 
umph of Christ. The writings of this prophet are also noted for their 
poetry. He prophesied for about sixty years. It is said he was put to 
death by being sawn asunder. The passage in Isaiah to which the evan- 
gelist refers is found in chapter ix., verses 1st and 2nd. Nephthalim was 
situated on the east side of the Jordan. The Jordan takes its rise in 
Mount Lebanon, and it flows south one hundred and thirty miles through 
Palestine. It is said to discharge daily six million tons of water. An- 
ciently, at certain seasons, it overflowed its banks. The upper division of 
Qalilee is called Qalilee of the Qentiles, because it bordered on the Qentile 
nations. The people are said to be sitting in darkness, — accumulated 
darkness, — alluding, perhaps to the palpable Egyptian darkness. (Exod. 
z. 21.) This darkness is used to signify intellectual blindness, ignorance, 
and unbelief. The people are said to have seen a great Light ; Jesus 
Christ is meant by this great Light. << The Light shineth in darkness." 
(John i. 5.) ;jesus is called *Hhe True Light." (Joha i. 9.) This 
people were the first that enjoyed the blessings of Christ's preaching the 
Gospel and beholding His miraculous works among them. What is 
meant by the region and shadow of death is death's country, where, in 
a peculiar manner, death reigned and triumphed, subjecting all the people 
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to his swaj. In this text it represents the moral state of man without 
God, where all are involved in a cloud of intellectual darkness, misery, 
and sins. Here light is sprung up I '< Who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel. (2 Tim. 
i, 10.) " Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. xv. 57.) " To die is gain." (Phil. i. 21.) 
This Light is Christ, in His life, teachings, &c. The Gospel is the 
means of our knowledge of Christ as the Light of men. 

From this time Jes is began to preach, that is, to publish, or proclaim 
authoritatively, as an herald, the good news of the kingdom of Gtod. 
" The kingdom of God " represents God's plan of grace, by which man is 
to be saved through Jesus Christ. Jesus now commands the people to 
repent. It is man*s duly to repent : God commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent. The conviction of wrong is the true condition of repentance. 
True repentance is that act of the mind whereby man turns from sin, 
and turns to that which is good, through a deep conviction of the evil of 
the former and the duty of the latter. (See Bepentance explained in our 
August lesson, page 118.) To believe is an acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour, with an entire trust and reliance on Him as our Atone- 
ment for sin. 

" Thou, O OhriBt, art alll want ; 

More than all in Thee I find : 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 

Heal the siok, and lead the blind. 
JoBt and holy is Thy name : 

I am all anrighteouBnesB : 
False and full of sin I am : 

Thou art full of truth and graoe." J. IiOBD. 

(2b be continued,) 



A PLAIN MINISTRY. 

'* Seeing then that we have suoh hope, we use gr^at plainness of speeoh.*' 

2 Cob. iiL 12. 

Paul, in this chapter, contrasts the Gospel with the law, and shows that 
the gospel is more glorious than the law. The law is the ministration of 
death, but the Gospel is the ministration of righteousness. The law was 
a temporary dispensation, but the Gospel remaineth for ever. The Gospel 
age is superior to the dispensation of the law in its doctrines and light 
and blessings. Since we have a plainer and more durable and more 
glorious system, " We use great plainness of speech." 

I.— We USB GREAT Plainnbss OF Spbboh. Speech and reason, plain 
language and truth, go hand in hand together. Spg^^f^^^^e gift. 
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Reason and langnage place man infinitely above the brute creation. In 
the tongne of man there is life and death. A word may kill or save a 
sonl. Panl always insisted on ministers speaking in plain language : <' I 
had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I 
might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue." 
Truth is always plain and clear. " The very essence of truth," says 
Milton, << is plainness and brightness ; the darkness and crookedness are 
our own.*' '< Better the grammarian should reprehend," says Jenkyn, 
** than the people not understand. Pithy plainness is the beauty of 
preaching. What good doth a golden key that opens not? " An old 
lady once walked a great way to hear the celebrated Adam Olarke preach. 
She had heard, he was '^ such a scholar," as indeed he was. But she was 
bitterly disappointed, " because," she said, " I understood everything he 
flaid." The Ute Dr. 0. Evans, of Bristol, once wrote to a certain congre- 
gation to say that he had occasion to stay a night in their village, and that 
if they liked he would give them a sermon. After a good deal of hesita- 
tion, they permitted him to preach* He did so, and seeing them so much 
more kind and cheerful after the sermon than they were before, he in- 
quired the reason. One of them replied,/* Why, sir, to tell you the truth> 
knowing that you were a very learned man, and that you were a teacher 
of young ministers, we were much afraid we should not understand yon ; 
but you have been quite as plain as any minister we ever heard." The 
doctor replied, ** You entirely mistook the nature of learning, my friend : 
its design is to make things so plain that they cannot be misunderstood." 
The venerable Bishop of Worcester (1825), during his preaching, had 
observed a poor man remarkably attentive, and made him some little pre- 
sents. After a while he missed his humble auditor, and meeting him, 
said, '^ John, how Is it that I do not see you in the aisle as usual?" 
John^ with some hesitation, replied, ** My lord, I hope you will not be 
offended, and I will tell you the truth. I went the other day to hear the 
Methodists, and I xmderstand their plain words so much better than yours 
that I have attended them ever since.^* The bishop put his hand into his 
pocket, and gave him a guinea, with worda to this effect, — '^ God bless 
you I go where you can recdve the greatest profit to your soul." 

When Doctor Erasmus Abert was called to Brandenburg, he desired 
Luther to set him down a manner and form how he should preach before 
the Prince Elector. Luther said, '^ Let your preaching be in the most 
simple and plain manner ; look not to the prince, but to the plain, simple, 
and unlearned people, of which doth the prince himself is also made. K I, 
in my preaching, should have regard to Philip Melanchthon, and other 
learned doctors, then should I work but little good. I preach in the simplest 
sort to the imskilful, and the same giveth content to all. Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin I spare until we learned men come together, and then we make 
it so curled and finical, that God himself wondereth at us," — Luther^s Table 
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n.— *Gbsat Plainness of Spbbob implies gbeat Faithfulness.— 
Ministers mnst declare the whole counsel of God to all classes of men. 

Bishop Latimer was one day preaching before King Henry the Eighths 
and on standing up in the pnlpit and seeing the King, he addressed him- 
self, as it were, in a soliloquy, and said, << Latimer, Latimer, Latimer, take 
care, what you say, for the great ELing Henry the Eighth is here I ** 
After pausing for a while, he went on and said, " Latimer, Latimer, 
Latimer, take care what you say, for the great King of kings is here 1 '* 
^* Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. Moreoyer it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful." 

IIL — Gbeat Plainness of Speboh implies great Earnestness.— -An 
earnest minister is full of pathos, tears, compassion, and power. Moses, 
Isaiah, Paul, WicklifF, Huss, Luther, Whitfield, and Wesley, were earnest 
men. Enthusiasm is needed in the pulpit. I like the words of Mont- 
gomery on Luther's preaching : 

** And from his pnlpit, piled with simple planks, 
Blew the loud trumpet of salvation's truth, 
Whose echoes yet the heart of empires stir. 
Eye, cheek, and brow, with eloquence array*d. 
As tihough the spirit would incarnate be ; 
Or, mind intense would bum its dazzling way 
And be apparent, — ^like a Saxon Paul, 
Flaming with truth, the fearless herald pour'd 
Himself in language o'er the list'mng throng 
Around him ! Like a mental torrent ran 
The rich discourse ; and on that flood of mind 
Nearer and nearer to the Lamb's white throne 
The soul was wafted ; while for Christ he spake, 
And hid himseif behind the cross he raised." 0. BbiGGS. 



MEMOIR OF BROTHER G. TURNER, OP MEXBROUOH. 
IN THE ROTHBEHAM AND MBXBEO* OEROUIT. 
Thb subject of this short memoir was bom at Wortley, near Bamsley, 
in September, 1824, and was very early in life depriyed of both father 
and mother, his mother dying when he was only a little oyer six years of 
age, and his father died when he was about thirteen. When about 
fifteen years of age, he came to reside with his uncle Thomas at Mex> 
brc/. Like most young persons, he liyed at a distance from God, 
haying his mind set on seeking happiness where it could not be found. 
When about twenty-two years of age, under the faithful ministrations of 
the Rey. J. Hornby, Wesleyan minister (who, at that time trayelled 
in the Rotherham Circuit), our brother, with a number of others at Mex* 
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bro', was brought to a saying knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeans, 
and if the writer has been rightly informed, she who was to be his future 
companion for a number of years was found at the penitent form the 
yery same time that he obtained mercy. He cast in his lot with the 
Wesleyans, and remained with them until the year 1850, or some time 
thereabout, when he joined the Wesleyan Beformers. In the year 1847 
he married his cousin, Sophia Turner, the person before referred to, a 
woman of real sterling piety, one who adorned her Christian profession, 
and was a real pattern of Christian liying. But her race was soon run, 
for in the month of May, 1864, she entered on the rest that remains 
for the people of God, leaying our brother with four children to mourn 
their loss. 

In the month of May, 1865, he was married again to Miss Medley, 
of Hull, one who, like himself, was of the household of faith ; but in a 
little more than three years she departed this life, leaying a bright 
testimony that she had gone to be with Jesus. She left one child, who 
still suryiyes. In October, 1869, he married his third wife, her maiden 
name was Ann Blenkhom, of Sheffield, who now remains to mourn her 
loss, as a widow. Like his former wiyes, she is one who loyes and 
serves God. 

Brother Turner was a leader and preacher for about twenty years, and 
maintained a character worthy of his profession. His religion was of 
the sort of which we read in the Book of God ; he gaye himself wholly 
to God and to his service ; " For him to live was Christ." This was 
the great object of his life. As a leader, he was faithful to those belong- 
ing to his class ; he never daubed with untempered mortar, but where he 
knew that correction was needful, he did not fail to give it, but always 
in a spirit of love. Those who sought for advice from him always found 
him a faithful friend. As a preacher, our dear brother ever went to the 
Bible for instruction ; his sermons were very pointed and scriptural ; he 
was earnest in his appeals for sinners, very loving in his advice to the 
Church, and gave counsel in the kindest manner. 

For several years such was the state of his health that he was unable 
to preach, but ever served, to the best of his ability, both the Church of 
which he was a member and the circuit to which he belonged. His last 
official act in connection with the circuit (of which he was president for a 
length of time) was to attend at a Plan Committee Meeting, in July, 
1872. He returned home from that meeting, and was never able 
to do much after that time. His affliction was of a very distressing 
nature, but amidst all he never murmured, but bore all with 
holy fortitude, and submission to the will of his heavenly Father* 
Those who visited him in his severest seasons can bear testimony to 
the truth of this remark, more especially his dear wife, who, from July in 
last year up to the time of his death in March last, never left him for 
^ore than a short time. But we must not suppose that^ our departed 
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friend was able at all times to rejoice; there were times when the 
writer and others found him during his affliction* passing through deep 
waters. Once especially, when the writer yisited him, he found him in 
this state, and when trying to cheer him under his deep feeling, he 
looked up and said, (as a Christian only can say,) ** * Though he slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him ; ' and when all other things fail, still there is 
the precious blood of Christ, and I know I am on the Rock, and there I 
will remain." He gradually seemed to be passing away, and though 
sometimes the doctors held out hopes of his recovery, yet he never 
recovered 00 as to be able to leave the house. As his end drew near, 
his prospects seemed to brighten, ^d he gave pleasing testimony that 
he was going to be with Jesus. A few days before his death, he seemed 
to have a glimpse of the better land, and seemed surprised that those 
who were in the room with him, did not feel as he felt. To a dear friend 
he said, a short time before his death, " Farewell, I know there will be 
light in the valley ; I am leaving this world without a single thorn in my 
pillow, T find I have not a bit too much religion ; " and with his hand 
tightly grasped in his friend's hand, he said, " Thank God, I believe 
more than ever that there is a reality in religion, let scoffers say what 
they wiU." I and Brother Lowis went to see him the day before his death, 
but so reduced was he that he could only hold out his poor thin hand, as 
if to bid us farewell. Our dear brother always had a dread that when 
the final struggle came (from th.e nature of his complaint) he should be 
choked ; from this he was mercifully delivered, and on Monday the 17th 
March, about three o'clock, p.m., without a struggle or a groan, he gently 
fell asleep in Jesus, 

Previous to his death, our friend had made all necessary arrangements 
with respect to his temporal matters, and also gave direction as to his 
funeral, which took place on the Thursday following, and was conducted 
as near as possible according to his wish ; most of the Local Preachers 
belonging to the circuit, as well as many of the members of the Church, 
with a very large number of relatives and friends, came together to pay 
the last token of respect to our friend and brother. He was carried to 
the grave according to his own wish, by a number of male members of 
the Church, others bearing the pall ; along the route from the house to 
the village church, we sang the 51st hymn. The burial service was 
read in a very impressive manner by the minister, and at the conclusion 
of the burial service, amidst many tears and -sobs, we stood by the side 
of the open grave of our dear friend, and sang the second and fourth 
verses of the 52nd hymn. We then left the spot with deep sorrow, yet 
cheered by the delightful assurance that our dear friend was 

" Far from a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in." 

In closing this short sketch of the life of our dear frie^d^^^^^l^er, 
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we are led to say with one of old, " Precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of His saints." And with the poet 

** Tea, the Ohristian's oonise is Txm, 

Ended is the glorious strife ; 
Fonght the fight, the work is done, 

Death is swallowed up of life 1 
Borne by angels on their wings, 

Far from earth the spirit flies, 
Finds his €k)d, and sits, and sings 

Triumphing in Paradise.'* W. L. 



Sttnims St|^0ol €ahma* 

THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF OUB CON- 
GBEGATIONS AND SCHOOLS. 

In the vast creation of this world all 
things have their place and use.- 
There is notMng that is useless. 
We may not always be able to find 
tiie use of everything at once. The 
power of the mind may be needed on 
our part to learn the use of many of 
the most simple things that our 
Heavenly Father hath made. 

Our young people are of great im- 
portance in the world as instru- 
ments, when properly applied, to in- 
crease the happiness of many much 
older than themselves, and of doing 
great good on behalf of the world. 
Although Z am but a ehUd, I must 
try what I can do for the good of 
others. It is a £eict so clearly taught 
in the Bible that Jesus loves anil- 
dren, and therefore children ought to 
do all in their power for the cause of 
Jesus, God has often used children 
in the accomplishment of important 
events as the best means to an end. 
Notice the case of Moses' sister (Ex. 
iL 7); the little maid in the matter of 
Naaman (2 Kings v. 2, 3). So still in 
the work of God children are used 
for holy purposes. Our Missions 
last year were largely supported by 
the efforts of our children in the 
Sabbath schools. Nearly one third 
of the funds raised was the result of 
their effort. They collected over £17 
more than the previous year. 

We still look with increased expec- 
tation to the efforts of our young 
«^Aople tbi« year, if properly directed 



by the superintendents, teachers, and 
secretaries of our Sabbath schools. 
The committee of the missions kindly 
solicit the co-operation of all our 
school officers in the work of guiding 
the efforts of our youth in their 
labour of collecting with the mission- 
ary cards at Christmas time. It will 
be the pleasure of the General Com- 
mittee, as far as possible, to give 
pleasing rewards in books, accord- 
ing to tiie amount collected. 

Last year over ^692 was collected 
by this means, and there being an 
increased demand for the labour of 
our missionaries, it is important to 
increase our efforts. We therefore 
ask all our young people to labour in 
this work, and to feel the pleasure of 
uniting in an e^ort to promote the 
cause of Christ. 

** Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love. 
Make our earth an Eden, 
Like the heaven above. 

** Little seeds of meroj, 
Sown by yonthfnl hands, 
Qrow to bless the nations 
Far in heathen lands." 

It is hoped that our officers in the 
schools and churches wHl this year 
try to interest our young people in 
this work, and if the local secretaries 
will write the general secretary on 
or before the 14th of November, he 
will be happy to send any number of 
collecting cards needed, collecting 
books, or missionary boxes for 
schools or families. The address of 
the Secretary is 

J. Lord, 
88, Ordnance Road, St. John's 
Wood, London. N.W. 
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WHAT ABOUT THE DBIKEr 
Oh, yes ! the drink question. What 
about it? Why this much; that 
the drinking customs of English 
society are, and must be, admitted 
as detrimental to the mental develop- 
ment, the social comfort, the moral 
character, and the national pros- 
perity of our country. The drink is 
a mighty foe, who is waging war 
against all that is pure and dignify- 
ing to human nature. Like those 
mnddy streams which oppose the 
onward march of the bright blue 
waters of the Amazon, but which are 
ultimately driven back in yielding 
subjection to the triumphant cur- 
rent, so our hope is that before the 
weight of public opinion and public 
sentiment changed from what it now 
is by the light and influence of 
Divine revelation, and by the strength 
of £nglish law and the force of ex- 
ample, these intruding evils will 
be driven beyond the precincts of 
British donunion, so that from 
the curse, and its manifold con- 
sequences, Britons shall evermore 
be free. The traffic in intoxicating 
drinks may be well compared to a 
moth hid in. the folds of a gar- 
ment, depositing its eggs to multiply 
its species, and the young gnawing 
for the support of their own exist- 
ence; so that, though quieUy, It is 
surely and fatally working destruc- 
tion to the fabric. Wrapped up in 
the folds of our nation's uniform, its 
appetite sharpened by the power' of 
the so-called vested interests and the 
prestige of bng-pampered appetite, 
under legislative tolerance, this evil 
is fast devouring the moral life and 
sappiQg the foundations of our social 
liberties ; destroying all that is lovely 
and beautiful in the human face; 
dividing and breaking up our social 
relationships; and, more effectual 
than the tomahawk or the scalpin^- 
knife of the savage Indian, it 
has despatched its imllions off the 
stage of life, and sent them prema- 
•iurely to stand before the judgment- 
seat of him who has declared that 
no drunkard shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. 



It is from the fact that the foe i 
not an invading foe outside the 
citidal, but has entered in and is in 
our midst that the danger becomes 
more perilous. We fear not the axe 
in the hand of some external foe so 
much as that the stately tree is in 
danger from the rot that is within 
itself, or that the drink system is 
like a poisonous fluid mixing with 
the life fluids of the tree, thereby 
disabling it from bringing forth ite 
delicious fruits, or offering tiie shelter 
of freedom which in the past was so 
welcome to the slave; and in the 
stead thereof, after sapping the soil 
of its nutritious elements, the only 
fruits it bears are wretchedness, 
misery, and death. 

That Britons/renowned for shrewd- 
ness of perception, should be so ea- 
sily beguiled by any of the false 
claims this system may present, is 
cause of the greatest surprise. It 
has its fascinating charms like the 
great vampire bat of India, of which 
it is said that while it sucks the 
blood of the sleeper it gentiy fans 
with its wings so as to prevent him 
from awaking; so this monster^ 
pretending loyalty to kings by offer- 
ing them revenue, panders to their 
taste for their tolerance, while it seeks 
more effectually to weaken their 
powers, degrading the character of 
their subjects, and really exhausting 
the exchequer iu the costs to counter- 
act and punish ito own deeds of 
mischief. 

Then^ what about the drink? 
What are we to do with it? How 
are we to battle against this mighty 
foe? Well, in the first place, com« 
pact combination must characterise 
our effort We hailed the introduc- 
tion of Good Templary into this coun- 
try, hoping it would be the means 
of collecting and organising the 
forces which, though pledged, were 
heretofore scattered. Then the very 
high regard which that order pays to 
relicion commended it to our notice, 
ana claimed our esteem. We are 
sure it cannot be wrong to seek 
God's blessing upon our enterprise. 
Besides, all real sympathy amongst 
men for what is good must have its 
root and source in Gk)d, and the real 
helpers to this and every other phi* 
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lanthropic movement will not be the 
sceptical nor the infidel, but the 
Christian. Then there must be ear- 
nestness, real, practical, self-denying 
earnestness ; life purposes, life work, 
and .life consistencies ; these alone 
are equal to the task. This evil is 
not to be driven from our midst by 
tea-meetings. As inaugural or con- 
gratulatory demonstrations they are 
well enough in their place. We hail 
the heaven-inspired character, the 
heaven-guided action. Let our hands 
be made strong by prayer ; then, like 
as did Cromwell's Ironsides, who 
after fasting and prayer routed their 
enemy, so shall our battle be pushed to 
the gate. To this end, let the young 
continue to be attended to, either in 
bands of hope or something better. 
The law of prevention is not only bet- 
ter, but cheaper to follow than that 
of cure. Vice is better to deal with 
than crime. It is much easier and 
safer to attend to the ship's compass 
than, that neglected, to restore and 
rescue from Qie wreck. Drunken- 
ness is not the only vice in our 
midst. Its name is legion; but 
there are none which can compare 
with this in the production of mis- 
chief. And are we to let this alone 
till all others have been banished ; or 
must we not mark any one out and 
deal with it? Are we by any law 
compelled to deal with none unless 
with all ? Nay, but it is Christ-like 
to engage the worst first. At Beth- 
esda's Pool, the man He healed out 
of the many had been thirty-eight 
years — the worst ease, we presume; 
so we, seeing this traffic as the worst 
enemy, determine to listen to no 
parleying, to offer no quarter, to make 
no compromise, and never to sur- 
render, but from the pulpit and from 
the platform, from the desk, and in 
the class, to denounce this accursed 
thing. Men, women, and children, 
up to arms ! up to the rescue of your 
country, and down with the drink ! 

E.B. 

THE TEN TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 

It is still— notwithstanding all the 

•arguments which have been advanced 



to the contrary — ^the firm opinion of 
many learned men who have studied 
the origin and advance of nations, 
that the inhabitants of England are 
really descendants of the lost tribes 
of Israel ; and the reasons given in 
favour of tiiat opinion, are by no 
means without their weight. Phy- 
sical fiEicts may in some measure 
appear to be opposed to this theory, 
yet the features of the only two tribes 
whom we call Jews can be no certain 
criterion by which to judge of the 
other ten tribes of the family. At the 
time of our Lord's crucifixion, all ex- 
cept the families of Judah and Ben- 
jamin were far distant in Northern 
Asia; there they multiplied and 
overran Southern Europe, and under 
the names of Goths, Scythians, &c., the 
main body of them formed the Teu- 
tonic races, who afterwards became 
the Anglo-Saxon race. 



SHORT EXTRACTS. 

Holiness is not the cause of salva- 
tion, but it is the invariable effect of 
salvation; it is the white stone, the 
evidence of our acquittal. — Rowland 
HilL 

Thebe is one sin that destroys 
millions, namely, levity. Those who 
were invited to the marriage supper 
" made light of itr ^Rowland HilL 

He that is not shy of the appear 
ance of sin — who shuns not the 
occasion of it, and who avoids not 
the temptations of it ; will not long 
abstain from the commission of it. — 
M. Henry. 

As is a moment compared to the 
life of man ; so is the life of man 
compared with the continuance of the 
world; and the world's continuance 
is but a moment in respect of eter- 
nity.— ^r. Taylor. 

We see how much a man haSf and 
therefore we envy him; did we see 
how little he enjoys^ we should rather 
pity Ynm.Seed. 

Men balance a moment in pos- 
session against an eternity in anticipa- 
tion ; but the moment passeth away, 
and the eterility is yet to come. 
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OUB BED BOOMS. 
OuB bed rooms are too often fit only 
to die in. The beet are those of the 
intelligent and affluent, which are 
carefdlly ventilated: next to these, 
come those of the cabins and ruder 
fEinn-houses, with an inch or two of 
vacancy between the chimney and 
the roof, and with cracks on every 
Bide, through which the stars may be 
seen. The ceiled and plastered bed- 
rooms, wherein too many of the 
middle classes are lodged, with no 
apertures for the ingress or egress of 
air but the doors and windows, are 
horrible. Nine-tenths of their occu- 
pants rarely open a window, unless 
compelled by excessive heat, and very 
few are careful to leave the door ajar. 
To sleep in a tight 6-by-lO bed room, 
with no aperture admitting air, is to 
court the ravages of pestilence, and 
invoke the speedy advent of death. — 
Mediocd Journal. 

ANTB LAYING IN STOBES FOB 
WINTEB. 

It is well known that the various 
kinds of ants in this country, and even 
throughout Europe, become torpid in 
winter, and are never known to col- 
lect or store up food for the cold 
season. This habit, however, is not 
confined to ants of warmer climates, 
where their winter sleep is not so 
profound. Mr. Moggridge states that 
the ants of Riviera collect com and 
other food, and store it in their 
granaries for winter use, as intimated 
in Prov. vi. 6, 7, 8. The species are 
the Atta structor, and Atta barbarea. 

THE TEMPLE OF DIANA AT 
EPHESUS. 

This relic of former ages, is now 
being exhumed. It was in progress 
of building when Alexander of 
Macedon passed into Asia, 334 
years before the Christian era. Part 
of one of the columns is in the 
British Museum ; it is marble, seven 
feet in diameter, six feet long, and 
the sculpture is admirably done. 

" BE STBONG in the LOBD." 

The weak sinews become strong by 
their conflict with difficulties. Hope 



is bom in the long night of watching 
and tears. Faith visits us in defeat 
and disappointment, amid the con- 
sciousness of earthly frailty, and the 
crumbling tombstones of mortality. 

WOBK NOT ALWAYS SUCCESSFUL. 

Bt the constant exertion of our best 
energies, we can keep down many of 
the uioms along the path of life ; but 
some will thwart us, whether we 
carry our book with us or walk with- 
out it ; whether we cast our eyes upon 
earth, or upon heaven. 



Varieties* 

Gbxat scholars are usually humble, 
while small ones are vain and pe- 
dantic. 

Juvenile balls are in the highest 
degree the front ranks and leading- 
steps to the dance of death. 

Hatred is so durable and so ob- 
stinate, that reconciliation on a sick- 
bed is the sweetest sign of death. 

Sensibility is a star that can lead 
one only when the sky is clear. Rea- 
son is the magnetic needle that guides 
us when the sky is wrapt in dark- 
ness. 

A judge suspected of bribery 
chided his clerk for having a dirty 
face. The clerk replied, " I plead 
guilty, my Lord, but my hands are 
clean !" 

* It is more meritorious to some men 
to be obscure than it is to others to 
be illustrious ; the virtues may be 
employed in the one case, the passions 
in the other. 

Faith can do more than remove 
mountains ; it can still a clamorous 
conscience, make a bad conscience 
good, soften a hard heart, bend a 
stubborn will, and bring God and 
man together. 

Sunday Schools.— In 1744 Sun- 
day-schools had no existence. In 
1769 Miss Ball, a Methodist young 
lady, commenced a Sunday-school at 
High Wycombe fourteen years before 
Raikes began his at Gloucester. 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 



BBLItlOCtf QmLUQBSOB. 



WESLETAN BEEOBM UNION 

COMMITTEE MEETING. 

Held at Exeter Hall, October 10, 1878. 

The following brethren were pre-- 

sent : P. Parker, M. Nash, W. Nott, 

and T. H. Richard. 

Brother Nash was elected chairman. 
He opened the meeting with prayer. 

The meetings of committee meet- 
ing, held September 12, were read by 
Brother Bichard, the General Secre- 
tary being at present engaged in the 
Grimesthorpe Church, in the Shef- 
field Circuit. 

That the minutes now read be re- 
ceived as a correct report, and con- 
firmed as the same. 

The correspondence was read. 

The following brethren have re- 
plied to the agenda: R. Nicholls, 
E. Barley, R. Porter, W. Wilkinson, 
and J. Lord. 

The anissiooaries' reports were 
read and considered. 

That a cheque be drawn for mis- 
sionaries* salaries, £16 5s. 

That a cheque be signed for £21 
17s. 6d., the sum due (according to 
vote of Delegate Meeting) from Mis- 
sion Fund for one quarter's salary for 
General Secretary. 

The Liskeard Cirquit having ap- 
plied for a deputation at the end of 
January or the beginning of Febru- 
ary, on the same terms as last year, 
and Brother Nott having volunteered 
to go, and Brother J. Parker haviug 
previously offered, 

That Brother J. Parker be asked 
to go as the deputation. 

It was suggested that the names 
of all childbren collecting for the 
Christmas cards a given amount, 
say 2s. 6d. or 6s., shall be printed 
on the cover of the Magazine. 

That the subject be placed on the 
next agenda for the opinion of the 
brethren. 

That application be made to Bro- 
ther Lowis to fill up some of the 
appointments now required to be 
filled, and that if St. Just be willing 
to have him, he be sent.. 

That the Secretary's appointments 
^e printed on the cover of the Maga- 



That Brother J. Lord go to Ashby- 
de-la-Zouch Circuit from November 
14th to December 12th. 

That Brother Croft go to Sleaford 
Circuit for two months on leaving 
the Norwich District. 

That Brother Devine be appointed 
to Wombwell (Rotherham and Mex- 
bro' Circuit), from October 18th till 
November 15th. 

That Brother Devine go to Gnis- 
boro' from November 16th till the 
28th of December. 

That a book be procured in which 
all applications for missionaries be 
entered, and the fiill particulars re- 
lative to the application stated. 

The following to be placed on the 
next agenda : — 

That the meetings of the Com- 
mittee be held on the first or third 
Monday in the month, instead of the 
second Friday. 

That the following bills from the 
Book Room Fund be paid : 

£ B. d. 

Price . .644 

Chaloner and Cooke 4 10 8 

Parker, salary and 
various . . . 11 10 8 

Secretary's proportion 
of salary . .820 

£24 7 9 



The Book Steward gave the sales 
for the month, showing a decrease 
of business compared with last year 
and for the last three months. 

The meeting was concluded with 
prayer. 

J. Lord, Secretary. 

BRADFOBD AND WIBSEY DISTBIOT. 

Bowling Back Lane. — A social 
tea-party was held at this place on 
Saturday, September 27, when up- 
wards of 160 persons sat down to 
tea. A meeting was held in the 
evening in the Mission-Room, which 
was well filled. The chair was occu- 
pied by Mr. A Barnett, of Shipley, 
and addresses were given by the 
Revs. John Lord, J. Packett, and E. 
Barley ; Messrs. G. Bastow, and S. 
Wright. A few friends from the 
neighbouring churches were present, 
and the day passed off weU. The 
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whole of the provieionB were given, 
and a surplus of £3 in money was 
raised. The prospects here are very 
encouraging. The people are hearty 
and sangoine abont the success of 
their new place, showing their un- 
qualified thanks to the District Com- 
mittee for having planted the Ke- 
foim standard amongst them. They 
have good congregations, and about 
ninety scholars in their Sunday 
school, and twenty-three members 
were present at their last class- 
meeting, and, in true Methodist style, 
the sum of 2s. 3d. in coppers was con- 
tributed (excepting one threepenny 
piece) as class money. 

Parh Lane. — ^Here, on Sunday, 
September 28, God was pleased to 
visit us with a gracious influence. 
In the afternoon the minister took 
occasion, from the removal of a 
scholar b^ death, which had hap- 
pened dunng the week, to say a few 
words to the children, and the boys 
and girls, almost without exception, 
were bathed in tears. Two or three 
of the members present followed with 
short prayers. At the evening ser- 
vice, the Lord's Supper was cele- 
brated, and at the after prayer- 
meeting ten young people came up 
to Ihe communion rail and cried out 
for mercy. All, excepting one, ap- 
peared to realise the blessing of 
acceptance, and rejoiced in God as 
their Saviour. On the Monday 
night a church and congregational 
tea was held, after which the mi- 
nister, leaders, and stewards, ad- 
dressed the meeting on the following 
subjects : — The Sunday night prayer- 
meetings; the benefit of class-meet- 
ings; on attendance at the sacra- 
ment; on inviting strangers to the 
chapel; on hearing of the Word; 
Church finances, &c. The meeting 
passed off well, although the tea was 
not very numerously attended. 

Wibsey, — On Sunday, September 
14, a good work commenced, chiefly 
amongst our Sunday scholars, and at 
the prayer-meeting after the sermon 
at night, eleven yielded to the striv- 
ings of God's- Spirit, and penitently 
wept before the Lord in quest of 
pardon and peace, which they pro- 
fessed to find; and on the Sunday 
night following, nine others of various 



ages came up to the penitent rail to 
be prayed with, and it was a source 
of great joy to be able to point them 
to the Lamb of Gt)d that taketh 
away the sin of the world. We are 
glad to state that they are joined in 
church fellowship and attending the 
olass-meetings regularly. 

Slaoktide. — Several young people 
have professed to find mercy at Ihis 
place, some special services having 
been held for a fortnight, Brother 
Devine having been labouring there. 
We hope that similar results will be 
seen throughout the district and 
throughout the Union. At least so 
prays E. B. 

DAILY SEBYIGES ON BAMSGATE. 
SANDS. 

On Sunday, August 24th, commenced 
the services; had a very large and 
attentive audience in the evening. 
Two found peace. The tracts were 
thankfully received. A few Christian 
friends assisted in the services. It 
was a blessed time. 

Monday^ 25. — ^A large gathering. 
Spoke to the people personally, that 
is, went among them and gave them 
a tract, and pointed them to Jesus. 
Not unto us, but to Him be all the 
praise. 

Tuesday, 26. — ^A large and atten- 
tive audience; had the help of Mr. 
J. Doughty, of London, Mr. Marsh, 
of Bamsgate, and several other Chris- 
tian friends. 

Wednesday, 27. — ^A very large 
gathering. Mr. Forbes and Mr. 
GUddon, of London, spoke the word 
with power. The Lord was blessedly 
with us. Had a very good time, and 
a few strangers took part in the ser- 
vices. Some souls were saved. 

Thursday, 28. — A large and atten- 
tive audience. The Holy Spirit car- 
ried home the word with power to 
many hearts. I am quite sure He 
is saving souls daily. I could give 
away one thousand tracts daily if I 
had them. 

Friday, 29. — A drizzling rain, but 
a good number present. Mr. Forbes, 
with several friends, preached the 
word with the Holy Ghost. Many 
were pricked to the heart. We closed 
the service, but the people would not 
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leave, so we had to commence again. 
I spoke to a large number personally 
about their salvation. One man said, 
*' Sir, I am as wretched as I can live. 
I have had no peace since I heard 
you preach last year upon these 
sands. I should like to have a half 
hour's conversation with you." I 
pointed him to Jesus, the sinner's 
Friend. The people received the 
tracts thankfidly. 

Saturday t 80. — ^A very large num- 
ber listened to the word gladly. 
Two or three found peace. I saw 
many that found peace last year on 
the sands at Ramsgate. Praise the 
Lord, we don't spend our strength 
for nought; the Lord will save, if 
we believe His word. 

Sunday, 81. — At eleven had a 
very large number present; had to 
bring it to a close early, the rain set 
in. Afternoon at three, a large and 
attentive audience; pressed home a 
present, a fall, a free salvation. The 
Lord blessed the word. Evening, 
a very large gathering. Several 
Mends helped in the singing, and 
engaged in prayer: many were 
blessed, and three found peace; to 
Him be all the praise ! Gave away 
a very large number of tracts, which 
were received gladly. Thus finished 
a good day. 

Monday y Sept. 1. — Very large and 
attentive audience, who listened to 
the word gladly. Several times, 
after closing the services, we have 
had to begin again. I find a very 
large number anxious to find peace ; 
when I have friends to help in the 
services one can get among the 
people, and speak to the anxious. 
God is blessing His word and work, 
and saving souls. 

Tuesday, 2.— I find it very hard 
work daily to begin the work alone, 
and so many seem to take an inte- 
rest, and then drop o£f. Some seem 
to get weary ; may God bless them. 
Many too will help when one gets 
four hundred or five hundred people 
together, but we need the most help 
at the commencement. I find the 
Lord is my stay. At the close two 
or three found peace, and a great 
many received the tracts gladly. 

Wednesday, 8. — ^A very attentive 
audience. The Lord blessed the 



word. Several found peace through 
the blood of Jesus. At the close 
gave way a considerable number of 
&acts, which were received gladly. 

Friday, 5. — ^We had a veiy blessed 
service. One young lady cried aloud 
for mercy, and went home rejoicing 
in the forgiveness of sin. Bless the 
Lord, it was a good time. One or 
two besides found peace, and many 
were blessed. This is my theme daily, 
''Perfect love casteth out fear" Gave 
away a great many tracts at the 
close. 

Saturday, 6.— Not so large an 
audience as usual, but very attentive, 
and a good influence. Tracts at the 
close. 

Sunday, 7.— Tide high ; could not 
hold a service, but gave away about 
eight hundred tracts. Afternoon 
service, a very large and attentive 
audience, about five hundred. The 
word went home to the heart, and 
very many were blessed. In the. 
evening, a very gracious time: I 
believe not a few were brought to 
Jesus. One of the most blessed 
seasons I have seen for some time. 
A friend said to me that people 
seemed riveted to the spot. "Not 
unto us, not unto us, but to Him be 
all the praise." — ^Yours in Jesus, 

W. NOTT. 

Hannan Tordoff, of Wibsey, for 
many years a member with us, de- 
parted this life on Thursday morning, 
September 25th, in the 70th year of 
her age, and her body was interred in 
the graveyard, at Wibsey, near the 
chapel in which she had been nmn- 
bered with the living as a worship- 
per of the true God. 

Alice Waddinoton, of Park Lpe, 
Bradford, aged fifteen years and eight 
months, departed this life September 
23rd. It is pleasing to have to re- 
cord that, though young, she had 
publicly given her heart to God in 
our chapel about three months before 
her death, and had consistently 
walked, attending her class-meeting 
regularly up to the time of her death. 
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NOOKS AND CORNERS. 
Besides Eliza Cook, many there are, who could sing about, and will 
not forget the *< Old Arm Chair," which was of carved oak, and resem- 
bled the old chest which stood in the corner of that old house, in which 
that sacred grey-haired man, and the best of women, blessed their chil- 
dren and left them weeping, while they went to join the angel family in 
their Father's honse, to sing the new songs, where the seats are thrones, 
the streets are gold, and the seas are seas of glass. Where all is golden 
snmmer withont a winter chill. Spring, there, is withont an antamn ; 
and day without a night ; and graves and groans are not, and tears are 
wiped for ever from their eyes. Peace to their sacred ashes. But 
corner Number One, with its chair, though empty, still remains, and sug- 
gests itself as having been a suitable spot for fostering thought, and 
reminds one of its being many a time the scene of sorrow and trouble ; 
occasioned, maybe, by one's own youthful waywardness, indicative of 
gloominess. How faintly must the sun have shined in t at recess ! Yet 
as the comer constitutes strength to the outward structure, so inside this 
fresh strength was gained for the support of the inner man, by making 
it, as that grey-haired man was wont to do, a place of prayer. My dear 
readers, take care to have in this sense, in your homes, a comer Number 
One. 

But nook and corner Number Two, on the south side of the old house. 
In this stood the flour-sack : indicative of nature's demand of positive 
supplies ; and as the cobwebs had to be swept out of this corner peri- 
odically to make room for the staff of life, so dear reader, I beg of 
you not to forget that there are comers in your heart where the cobwebs 
of sin are liable to form, some of them of a very enslaving nature, as ef- 
fectually fettering the soul as the spider does the fly : hence you will 
need to keep a sharp look out, and get them all swept away to make room 
for something better. Religion is not merely a negative thing, an absence 
or freedom from sin: but it has a positive in the sense of reception; the 
heart must receive the flour of divine grace ; and that grace must, as 
deposited seed, bear fruits. Holiness is both a positive and a practical 
virtue : and without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 

But nook and comer Number Three, on the same southem sunny side. 
Here stood the old fashioned eight-day clock; none such are made in 
modem days. This, the principal piece of furniture that could be seen 
from the hearth without an effort, measuring time off by seconds, minutes, 
and hburs, bearing witness to the flight of time and the near approach of 
eternity. Who has not thought of his mortality, and learnt some good, 
practical lessons from the clock ? Of this, good David Stoner took advan- 
tage when, on preaching a watch-night sermon, he re|)e^^e^^^ strokes 
Deoembeb, 1878. k 
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of the clock as it struck twelye in a very solemn manner, sltying, gone ! 
gone I gone ! gone ! That was an affecting motnent, fall of solemnity ; and 
that also equally solemn when, from a comer in that old house, a voice 
from that grey-haired man came, saying, '* Stop that clock, that I may 
die in quiet ; " then, in uninterrupted silence, how solemn to watch until 
the spirit had fled from time into eternity. Header, some lessons may 
be learnt from comer Number Three, where stands the clock. Eemember 
that ^' time is short," '* and in such an hour as ye think not, at midnight, 
or at cock-crowing the Son of Man may come." " Be ye also ready." 

But nook and comer Number Four. Some houses hare more, but most 
have four comers. In this was fixed a cupboard, combining in itself a 
sort of cabinet, in which were stored all the surplus glass and china ware, 
along with omaments which had been that godly woman's youthful pur- 
chases or presents from friends. Here could be found all the special and 
select things, from spice in the cup to spoons in the teapot ; all surplus 
needles and superannuated thimbles ; choice seeds for the flower-bed, and 
physic for the children; and of course in the mother's absence, children some- 
times found currants and plums, not excepting sugar. It was out of this 
comer the keepsake was selected by the different members of the suryiying 
family, which reminded them of one now gone never more to retum. What 
thoughts and feelings are revived at the sight of those specimens so 
dearly cherished, which once occupied in that cupboard a place in comer 
Number Four. Dear reader, a house with four such corners well becomes 
the child of Qod, and deserves in the highest sense the name of home, 
'* illustrating the maxim of being diligent in business, and fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord." If Number One comer be properly made use 
of for purposes of prayer, Qod will take care that the bread shall be sup- 
plied to Corner Two ; and seeking first the kingdom of Qod and his 
righteousness, then all things pertaining to Corners Three and Four, shall 
be added. There may be no comer containing the safe, or the piano- 
forte, or the cheffbnier, or the wine cellar ; the clock and the cupboard 
may be of an inferior kind. And even the meal bag may be anything but 
full. But Christ, with contentment, will make your home a paradise. 
Take care to have a nook or corner for the Bible, for the Saviour, for a 
cheerful disposition on your own part ; and by co-operation with the Holy 
Spirit seek a preparation for that city which is said to be four-square. 

HOKDBUM. 



DEATH AND JUDGMENT. 

** It la appointed onto men^once to die, but after this the judgment.'* . 

Hbb. iz. 27. 
OuB apostle, in this .stage of his argument upon the imperfection of 
Judaism and the perfection of Christianity, is showing the perfection of 
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Christ's priesthood and sacrifice when compared with those of the ancient 
high priests ; and he does this by stating that the priests offered many 
sacrifices, and that often, for themselves and the people ; but that Christ 
only offered one sacrifice — that he died but once for the sins of the world. 
He illustrates and confirms his proposition by referring to the facts that 
man has but one probation — one life, that he dies but once, and that after 
death there is the judgment, which eternally fixes the doom of all men. 
There is one atoneTnentj one life, and on^ judgment. 

I. Death. ** It is appointed unto men once to die." The Bible 
speaks of a threefold death, namely, spiritual, bodily, eternal. First: 
Death is the negation of life. It has no real existence. It is a private, 
relative, dependent thing. It is an effect ; the cause is moral evil. 
Secondly : death is not annihilation. Nothing about man is destroyed in 
death. It is a new state of being. Thirdly : Death is the separation of 
the soul and body. It is an analysis, an untying of our compound 
nature, a dissolution. ^' The dust shall return to the earth as it was :. 
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

U. The appointment of Death. " It is appointed unto men once to 
die." First : 27ie appointment is the result of infinite intelligence. The 
death of man, made as he was, is not to be accounted for by the laws of 
creation and physiology. It is the allotment of perfect wisdom and justice. 
Secondly : It is the appointment of divine necessity ^ The perfect nature, 
justice, holiness, and goodness of God, bind him to punish sin. (Gen. ii. 
16, 17 ; Rom. vi. 20 : viii. 20). Thirdly : The appointment is for men to 
die once. As Christ died but once, so men die but once. Death has its 
limits I Fourthly : The appointment is that all men must die. None 
can escape. All are mortal. Fifthly : The time, manner, circumstances, 
are the result of unerring appointment. " My times are in thy hands." 

III. The JuDGMfENT. " Bat after this the judgment." First: There 
is judgment immediately after death. The righteous go to heaven and the 
unrighteous to hell, immediately after death. (Luke xvi. 19-81.) Se- 
condly : There is a public, final judgment, at the last day. All will be 
brought to judgment. (Matt. xxv. ; 2 Cor. v. 10 ; Rev. i. 7.) Thirdly : 
The judgment will he most just. Jehovah will judge according to righ- 
teous judgment. All shall receive their due reward. Fourthly : " The 
rewards and punishments of the whole race will be eternal. (Matt. xxv. 
46 ; Rev. xxii. 11.) 

1. There is no purgatory where we can be purged from our sins. The fires 
of hell are not disciplinary and purifying, but punitive. There are no 
redemptive influences beyond the grave. This life is our only probation. 
It is madness to lose this. 2. Let us accept, cling to, study, love, obey, 
divine revelation. It is an infallible guide. Let us prepare to live and 
prepare to die. " That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises." * C. Bbiggs, 
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Sitxviiinxt "S^BBom. 

LESSON XVm.— THE CALL OP PETER, ANDREW, 
JAMES, AND JOHN. (Second Pabt.) 
(Matt. iv. 13-22; Mask i. 16-20; Luke iv. Si.) 
Jesus was now walking by the Sea of Qalilee, here He saw two brothers. 
Their names were Peter and Andrew. They were the sons of Jonas. 
Peter was one of the Apostles. He preached the Gospel in Antioch, 
Pontus, and other places of Asia. He wrote the two epistles bearing 
his name in the New Testament. Peter's original name was Simon. 
This name was changed for Cephas, a Syriac word signifying a stone 
(John i. 42) ; in Latin, Fetra, from whence, Peter is derived. Peter 
had in his character many excellencies, and some defects. Andrew, who 
was brother to Peter (John i. 40), was one of John Baptist's disciples. 
Andrew first informed Peter of their haying found the Messias, and he 
brought his brother Peter to Jesus. (John L 41-2.) Andrew introduced 
the Gospel into Scythia and the neighbouring countries. The generality 
of the ancients intimate, that Andrew was younger than Peter. 
Andrew was put to death for preaching the Gospel, and it is said he was 
crucified on two pieces of timber crossing each other in the centre in the 
form of the letter x. This kind of cross is therefore usually known by 
the name of St. Andrew's Gross. He was crucified in Patri by order of 
Egeus, proconsul of Achaia. His body was embalmed and interred by a 
lady of great quality and estate, named Maximillia. Some have sup- 
posed her to have been the wife to the proconsul. The body was 
afterwards removed from its first interment by Constantine the Great. 
He re-interred it in the great church which he built in Constantinople 
in honour of the Apostles. 

When Jesus saw Peter and Andrew, they were castmg a net into the 
sea. A net is an instrument of knitted work to catch fish or wild beasts 
with. (Isaiah li. 20.) The kingdom of heaven in the Gospel is com- 
pared to a net. (Matt. xiii. 47.) 

Jesus said unto Peter and Andrew, ** Come ye after Me." (Matt. i. 
17.) We should come to Jesus at once, just as we are, at His call. 
Jesus had to complain of some who would not come to Him, that they 
might have life. (John v. 40.) The Lord promised to make them 
*< fishers of men." Fishers are men employed in catching fish. The 
reason why Jesus chose such men to be His apostles was because they 
were pious men, and that the Gospel might appear to all, not to be the 
device of human genius and subtilty, but the wisdom of God and the 
power of God. (1 Cor. i. 24.) Jesus meant by making them fishers of 
men, that they should follow Him and be admitted into a partnership of 
^is ministry, in order to be the means of bringing men out of the depth 
n and misery to Himself, as He who came to seek and save that 
was lost. Peter and Andrew at once forsook their nets : they 
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followed Jesofl. To follow Christ, is to believe on Him, and submit 
ourselves to Him as oar Teacher, Qnide, and Saviour. Have you, my 
young friends, thus left your nets and followed the Lord. It is well for 
all if they are willing to leave their pleasure or profit, in the sense of the 
world, in order to follow Jesus. O that my young reader would do so 
now I Our prayer for you is 

** In safety lead thy little flock, 
From hell, the world, and sin secure : 
And set their feet upon the Book, 
And make in thee their goings sure ! " 

As Jesus was going on from where He saw Peter and Andrew. He 
saw James and John, two brothers. These were the sons of Zebedee, 
James was afterwards sumamed the Greater, because there was a James 
the Less sumamed the Just, The latter is named Acts xii. 17 ; xxv. 13 ; 
xxi. 18 ; 1 Cor. xv. 7 ; Gal. i. 19 ; ii. 9. James and John ask the Lord if 
they might command fire to come down from heaven on one of the villages 
of the Samaritans. (Luke ix. 54.) These two brothers were also named 
by the Lord Boanerges, which means, sons of thunder. (Mark iii. 17.) 
James was beheaded at Jerusalem. This was done under the authority 
of Agrippa. (Acts vii. 2.) It took place in the year 44, a.d. Some of 
the Spanish writers will have it that James preached the Gospel in 
several parts of Judea, and Samaria, and afterwards that he visited 
Spain, where he planted Christianity, but it is thought more safe to 
confine his ministry to Judea and the adjacent countries. 

John was banished to the Isle of Patmos. (Rev. i. 9.) This is sup- 
posed to be about the year 90, under Domitian. It is said 40,000 
Christians suffered martyrdom. This was the second persecution under 
the Boman governors. John wrote the Gospel, the three Epistles beariug 
his name and the book of Bevelation. It is said he died at Ephesus at 
the age of one hundred years. 

These brothers James and John, were in the ship mending their nets 
when Jesus called them. (Matt. iv. 21 ; Mark i. 19.) They at once 
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went 
after Jesus. (Mark i. 20.) It is very likely that Zebedee was a master 
fisherman. The kind of ships that were generally used upon the sea of 
Galilee, were small fishing vessels, or boats without decks. Josephus 
informs us that there were as many as 230 of these vessels on the lake, 
and that each of them was attended with four or five men at a time. 
(John xxi. 6, &c.) 

When Christ calls us, it is our duty to obey. For Him, we should leave 
all besides. Yet, how many times has He called, and we have not followed ? 

" WhQn shall thy love constrain, Ah I what avails my strife. 

And force me to thy breast ? My wandering to and fro ? 

When shall my soul return again Thou hast the words of endless life, 

To her eternal rest f - Ah 1 whither shonldJ^o 7 ' ' 
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MEMOIR OF BETTY DEARDEN OF WIBSEY. 
The late Betty Dearden of Wibsey Bank Foot, in the Wibsey Circuit, 
was born of respectable parents at Tordoff Green, August 24th, 1793. 
Her father was what the world would call a morally upright man, a kind 
husband, and a good neighbour ; and her mother was a member of the 
Wesleyan society at Low Moor, meeting in class under the leadership of 
Jonas Worsnop. Betty, the subject of our sketch, was religiously inclined 
from her childhood, and was fond of going with her mother to the various 
meetings ; and especially was she fond of visiting old people ; she de- 
lighted to hear them talk of the past as it related to the history of Metiio- 
dism, its preachers, and its services. About this time, a Sunday-school 
was commenced in Acre Lane, Wibsey. Betty soon became distinguished 
as suitable for a teacher ; but it was not till after her marriage, which 
took place in her 27th year, having removed near to the Wesleyan Chapel 
at Low Moor, that being the only Wesleyan place of worship near, that 
she joined the class led by Johannah Tordoff. She was still, however, 
only the subject of good desires, and had not been made a partaker of that 
assurance which she afterwards realised. Her father died suddenly, and 
her mother was for two years confined to her room through afiBiction^ 
Betty was a most dutiful daughter, showing great attachment and affec- 
tion for her mother, who only survived the death of her husband nine 
months, and who, when dying, gave her children her blessing, and urged upon 
them to live to God. Betty again removed to Bank Foot, and on account 
of having a very bad cough, she was disabled from attending her favour- 
ite chapel at Low-moor ; but for convenience, she became connected for 
a time with services which were held in an Independent School close by. 
Soon after this, a Wesleyan Chapel was built at Wibsey. Betty with the 
consent of her husband, took a pew, and became a regular attendant 
at this place. She still only had a formal acquaintance with religion, and 
it was not until the year 1835, that she could read her title clear from a 
personal and experimental acquaintance with the saving power of Qod. 
Brother John Bowsby was the preacher on the occasion, and took his text 
from Exodus xxxii. 26 : " Who is on the Lord's side V The truth 
fastened on Betty's mind, and she was led to consecrate herself the same 
night fully to the Lord. She sought and found mercy, and at once threw 
in her lot with the people of God, joining a class at Bank Foot ; and after 
the death of David Priestley, at whose house the meetings were held, the 
class was removed to the house of our departed sister, in which it re- 
mained until her death. Her experience often cheered the members who 
met with her ; she used to say, ** I am determined to go on and win 
if I die." She was faithful in her counsels and her reproofs : not allowing 
her children to attend any shows or other such amusements, taking care 
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herself to set before others a godly example. Her maxim was " Diligent 
in business, and fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." She lost her hus- 
band in a rather sadden manner, on April 2nd, 1849. She felt her be- 
reavement much, for he had been everything as a husband which a man 
without vital godliness could be ; both kind and affectionate as a husband 
and a father. She put her trust in God, and was sustained ; herself 
sustaining her discipleship with confidence in Him who maketh all things 
work together for good to them that love him. She was a good sup- 
porter of God's cause, sometimes showing the niggardliness of those whose 
means far exceeded her own. In 1868, she was the subject of severe 
affliction which she endured with fortitude and patience, her friends gave 
her up with the expectation that she would die ; but God's will was that 
she should be raised again ; and her restored life and health were given to 
God's service. She liked to get to the chapel when her now failing health 
would allow. But age crept on, and brought its usual infirmities, yet she 
often struggled up the hill which led from her home to the chapel. This 
she did for the last time on Sunday, August 17th, on the 21st of which 
month she was taken very poorly, and her impression was that her end 
was near. Her affliction lasted nine days, during which time she showed 
perfect resignation to God's will. Her daughters and others were in con- 
stant attendance, and delighted to hear her constant ejaculations of prayer, 
her quotations of comforting promises, and her motherly counsels. 
Naturally she was reserved and of few words, and to witness her freedom 
now was cheering to her friends. She asked them once to all kneel to- 
gether at her bedside, and by prayer to give her up into the hands of God. 
At another time she would ask them to sing for her. She was pleased 
whenever the minister or any other good people called to see her, and had 
always " some good thing to say of the Lord God of Israel." And when 
her sentences were broken, " Angels, angels, crown," &c., could be dis- 
tinguished, " Eternally shut in," " Come, Lord Jesus — quickly — come — 
quickly." These and the like expressions indicated the state of her mind 
when she welcomed death. Her favourite quotations of poetry were : — 

** JesuB, lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly." 
" Hide me, my Saviour, hide, 
Till the storm of life be past.*' 

And then she would say, " I must enter heaven by prayer." 

The last words that could be distinguished were "Help, help !" Thus 
ended the career of another " old disciple." She died August 29th, aged 
80 years, and was interred in the burying ground at the Eeform Chapel 
Wibsey, on September 2nd, 1873. - H. J. 
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WESLETAN BEEOBM X7KI0N 
COMMITTEE. 

Held at Exeter HaU, Not. U, 1878. 
The following brethren were present, 
T. H. Richard, T. Chamberlain, P. 
Parker, W. Nott, and J. Lord. 

The chair was taken by Brother 
Chamberlain, who also opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

The minntes of Committee meeting, 
held October 10th, were read by the 
Secretary, and confirmed as a correct 
report. 

The correspondence was read; 
there were several letters of impor- 
tance in reference to the Missions, 
and other matters requiring special 
•attention. 

The Missionaries* reports were read, 
and remarked upon by the Com- 
mittee. The visiting work was felt to 
be important. 

A cheque for Missionaries' salaries 
was signed, amounting to £16 5s. 

That the Missionaries' appoint- 
ments be as follows: 

Brother Rowling, Bowling Old 
Lane, Wibsey Circuit, Dec. 28th, till 
January 10th. Addingham, Bradford 
Circuit, January 11th, till the 31st. 

Brother Devine, Middlesbro,' Nov. 
22nd, till Dec. 6th ; the Secretary to 
make other appointments if possible, 
there being no applications at pre- 
sent for his services. 

Brother Croft, Norwich and 
neighbouring circuits during the 
months of December and January. 

That Brother Lord be appointed 
as the agent of the Union to labour 
in the Rotherham and Mexbro' Cir- 
cuit from January 18th till February 
7th. 

That Brother Lewis be allowed the 
usual salary of a Missionary for one 
month while labouring for the St. 
Just Church, in Cornwall. 

That the subject of tiie change of 
time of meeting for the monthly com- 
mittee of the Union be deferred till, 
the next meeting, and that a state- 
ment be placed on the next agenda. 
That such a change would be very 
inconvenient to the Treasurer. 

That the names of all collectors by 
Cliristmas cards of the sum of five 



shillings and upwards be printed on 
the cover of the magazine. 

That the following accounts be 
paid from the Book Room. 

£ s. d. 

Grane (rent) ... 12 10 5 

Price (bindmg) . . 10 14 
Chaloner and Cooke, 

(Printing). . . 4 13 3 

£27 17 8 
The Book Steward gave a state- 
ment of the sales for the month, 
showing a decrease compared with 
last October. 

Brother J. Lord concluded the 
meeting with prayer. 

J. Lord, Secretary. 



SLEAFORD CIRCUIT. 

At Dunstan Wesleyan Reform Sun- 
day school anniversary, Sunday, May 
25th, two sermons were preached by 
Mr. Pettinger of Retford, in the 
morning at half past ten, and in the 
evening at six, to good congrega- 
tions. A blessed innuence was felt 
by all, and in the evening a man and 
his wife came forward, and gave their 
hearts to God, and went away re- 
joicing. In the afternoon, the chil- 
dren recited a great number of pieces, 
and sang several hymns in a very 
nice manner, having been trained for 
the occasion by Brother Thos. Sem- 
pers. On Monday the 26th, a public 
tea was provided; the children met 
at the chapel at two o'clock, and 
afterwards went round the village and 
sang; a good tea was afterwards pro- 
vided for the children. At five o'clock 
a good number of friends sat down to 
tea, and at seven o'clock a public 
meeting was held, presided over by 
Brother Noble of Nocton ; the meet- 
ing was opened by Brother Pettinger 
giving out a hymn, and Brother 
Oliver engaging in prayer. 

The chairman, in his address, said 
he was pleased to meet with old 
friends again, and he thought that 
they as a church, ought to be more 
earnest about their Sunday school 
children, and try and keep them from 
the many dangers by which they 
were surrounded; he considered that 
public houses were of all places the 
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most dangerous, but he was glad 
that a society was formed, called 
Grood Templars, which was trying to 
pat down those fearfol places. He 
hoped the speakers would speak short 
and to the point, and let them have a 
lively meeting. 

Mr. Taylor spoke on the benefits of 
Sunday schools, and what a blessing 
they had been to him ; he also went 
on to show what a blessing they were 
to the world at large. 

Mr. Linton of Ooleby next addressed 
the meeting, showing the excitement 
there was in this coxmtry on educa- 
tional matters ; he gave an interesting 
outline of Sunday schools, and what 
they had done and were calculated to. 
do. Mr. Gadsby of Metheringham, 
in a solemn and impressive speech, 
stated the time was past for talking 
simply to make people laugh ; but 
they wanted to say something that 
they would think about after that 
meeting was over. The work of the 
Sabbath school teacher was a serious 
work, and he showed them what 
would be the results if they felt the 
importance of the work they were en- 
gaged in. 

Mr. Oliver next gave an excellent 
address, but very short, showing how 
from very httle things a great deal 
had resulted, even from a Uttle tract 
being given by one to another ; so in 
the Sunday school the work might 
seem small, but only eternity itself 
would give the results. Mr. Pettinger 
of Eetford, in an earnest address, said 
he was glad to meet them all again, 
though he had to make a Uttle sacri- 
fice to get to Dunstan ; but he was 
glad to do so, and he was prepared 
to make a sacrifice to go anywhere 
to help on the Wesleyan Reform 
cause, for it lay^near to his heart ; and 
while he had parted with friends and 
had to nearly stand alone to main- 
tain his position, yet he was glad to 
do so, because he believed the cause 
was right, and that no other church 
enjoyed the liberty they did, and with 
regard to our Sunday schools, he 
wanted the teachers to set examples 
as well as lay down precepts, &c. 
He spoke to a great length, crow- 
ing the abominations of the drinking 
customs of society, and the cursed 
efiEects produced on the rising genera- 



tion. He gave an account of juve- 
nile templars, and what they were 
doing, &c. ; and hoped the friends 
would look well to the children of 
the Sunday school. 

The meeting was concluded by 
prayer ; a collection was made at the 
close of each service, which was very 
good. 

aUANTHAM WESLEYAN BEFOBM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
The anniversary services in connec- 
tion with the above school were held 
on Sunday July 6th, when two ser- 
mons were preached by the Rev. A. 
Holland (resident minister) . In th e af- 
ternoon, as announced, the celebrated 
and interesting service of sacred song, 
entitled the Prodigal Son, was given 
by the teachers and children; the 
singing being under the management 
of Mr. Woodcock, Mr. J. Watson pre- 
siding at the harmonium. The whole 
of the service was gone through with 
great credit to the juvenile perfor- 
mers, and gave great satisfaotion to 
the managers, who had devoted so 
much of their time to make the ser- 
vice a great success ; the recitations 
were given by elder scholars under 
the superintendence of Mr. Dickin- 
son. The congregation in the after- 
noon was very large. In the evening, 
after a short sermon, other recitations 
were given by the scholars. On the 
following day, Monday, a public tea 
was provided, when two hundred sat 
down ; after tea a public meeting was 
held (Mr. Dickinson being called to 
the chair). After a few practical re- 
marks deduced from his own ex- 
perience as a Sunday school teacher ; 
he called upon the secretary for his 
report. It having been read, showed 
the school to be in a very satisfactory 
state, proving that great prosperity 
had attended the efforts of the teach- 
ers in their work of faith and labour 
of love. 

Mr. Hempstead, Rev. B. Bowler, 
Casely, Mr. W. Wand, and Rev. A. 
Holland addressed the meeting in 
their usual style. Votes of thanks 
were presented to the ladies, Mr. 
Woodcock and Mr. Watson for their 
kind assistance, also to the chairman 
and minister, which were carried 
with hearty applause. *ThiB brought to 
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a close one of the most successfiil 
aaniYersaries that has been held for 
many years, the amount realised by 
the whole services amounting to £18, 
out of which the friends intend to 
give the children a treat down to 
Woolsthorp Locks shortly. 

W. Peboival, Secretary. 

MXCKLETHWAITE 
WESLETAN BEFQBM GHUBCH, 
BINGLEY CIBCUIT. 
Vert likely some .of the readers of 
Chbistian Words will never have 
heard of the above place. Our Church 
here has been in existence twenty 
years. We have had to worship in a 
place that is in every way inconve-- 
nient. At the beginning of this year 
our brethren and sisters determined 
to try for a new chapel. A number 
of promises were made for several 
sums. We also sought out a suitable 
site, and, praise the Lord, we had a 
site given us by J. W. Wright, Esq. 
Since January 25th of the present 
year we have raised, by weekly oflfer- 
ings by members, and teachers, and 
scholars, £66. We are worth in all 
upwards of £170. And on Saturday, 
October 11th, we had a public tea- 
party and meeting. All the provi- 
sions were given by Mr. A. Ainsworth. 
About one hundred and tiiirty-five 
attended the tea. The meeting was 
held in the Wesleyan Chapel, kindly 
lent for the occasion, and was presided 
over by the Rev. J. J. Morrison, Wes- 
leyan Superintendent, and able ad- 
dresses were delivered by Mr. Wil- 
liam Hart, Mr. T. Coe, Mr. William 
Robertshaw, Wibsey, and the Bev. 
E. Barley, Wibsey. The meeting 
was enlivened by the choir singing 
some select pieces. The usual votes 
of thanks were given, which brought 
the day's proceedings to a close, the 
proceeds of which, £9 16s. 5^., will 
go to the building fund. 

SUNDAT SCHOOL SEBMONS. 

MOIBA, ASHBY-DELA-ZOUCH GIB- 

CUIT. 

The Sunday School sermons were 
preached at Moira, July 20th, 1873, 
by Mr. J. W. Taft, of Youlgreave, in a 
tent near the chapel. The streets 
were processioned in the morning, 



and suitable hsrmns sung by the choir 
and children at intervals, when all 
denominations contributed towards 
the collections. In the afternoon the 
congregation was very good, but in 
the evening it was so large that num- 
bers were unable to get inside the 
tent. The singing and recitations 
gave general satisfaction. The 
preacher was thought to exceed him- 
self, the sermons being suitable for the 
times, and warning the young espe- 
cially of the dangers to which they 
are exposed from the infidelity and 
ritualism by which they are sur- 
rounded, which is so contrary to the 
pure Gospel and the truths taught in 
our Sabbath schools. The collections 
amounted to the handsome sum of 
£84 12s. ejd., being upwards of £14 
in advance of any previous occasion. 
To Qt>d be all the praise ! 

DONCASTEB WESLEYAN BEFOBM 
SABBATH SCHOOL ANNIVEBSABY. 

On Sunday, June 16th, three sermons 
were preached in connection with the 
above school anniversary, morning 
and evening, by Brother Hayes of 
Retford, and in the afternoon by Bro. 
Porter. The congregations were good, 
and listened with interest to the dis- 
courses and to pieces which were 
recited by the children at each service. 
On Monday, June 16th, a public tea 
was provided for the children and 
friends, of which about one hundred 
and forty partook ; after tea, a public 
meeting was held. The chair was ably 
filled by Mr. E. Gibson, Prynitive. 
Appropriate addresses were given by 
Messrs. J. Henson, R. Porter, J. 
Armitage, J. Dillimore, and T. Bird ; 
the singing was conducted by Mr. E. 
Cass ; the collections are in advance 
of last year ; our friends and teachers 
believe it to have been one of the 
best anniversaries we have had. 
C. Wilson, Secretary. 

HUNNINaLBY LANE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL ANNIVEBSABY, BABNSLEY 

CIBCUIT. 
On Sunday, October 5th, 1873, two 
sermons were preached by Mr. B. 
Porter, of Doncaster, to large congre- 
gations. A selection of hymns and 
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anthems were sung by the children, 
conducted by Mr. J. Hyde. Becita- 
tions were given by the scholars. 
The collections amounted to £9 14s. 
1^., being more than any previous 
year. On Monday, October 6th, a 
tea-meeting was held, when about 
one hundred and twenty sat down; 
after which there was a public meet- 
ing, the chair being occupied by Mr. 
W. Arnold, of Bamsley, who delivered 
an excellent opening speech. Mr. T. 
Barron, the school secretary, then read 
a most excellent and encouraging re- 
port. Addresses were delivered by 
Mr. Porter and other friends. Hymns 
and anthems were sung at intervals 
by the choir; recitations were also 
given during the evening. Votes of 
tiianks were given to fl3l who had 
taken part in the meeting and tea. 
Thus closed this, the most successful 
anniversary we have ever held here. 

J.L. 

NOBWICH. WESLEYAN REFOBM 
UNION. 

The Sunday school in connection 
with the above place had its anniver- 
sary on Sunday, July 20th, when two 
sermons were preached by Mr. Eng- 
lish of Great Yarmouth, town mis- 
sionary. In the afternoon, the chil- 
dren recited several pieces. On 
Monday evening, a public meeting 
was held, presided over by Mr. 
Humble of Norwich. After Mr. Eng- 
lish (who had to leave early) had 
addressed the meeting, the secretary 
was called upon to read the report, 
which was satisfactory. On Thurs- 
day evening there was a repetition of 
the Sunday afternoon service; all 
services were greatly enlivened by 
the children singing hymns, especially 
selected for the occasion ; collections 
at all services towards the school 
fund amounted to £4 19s. dd. 

WATERY STREET, SHEFSIELD 
CIRCUIT. 

The anniversary sermons of our mis- 
sions were preached on Sabbath 
November 9th, morning and evening 
by the Rev. J. Lord our General Se- 
cretary, and in the afternoon, he gave 



an address to the scholars, teachers, 
and parents. On the evening of the 
Monday following, November 18th ; 
the public missionary meeting was 
held in the chapel; the chair was 
taken by Mr. J. Hallat. He referred 
to the first missionary meeting held 
in Leeds, to the benefits of missions, 
and the blessings of the gospel 
to the working men, and to its 
influence on the laws of this 
country. ' He compared the present 
with the state of things one hundred 
years ago ; he urged the importance 
of taking an interest in our Home 
Mission work. 

Mr. J. Hardy spoke on the suc- 
cess of the gospel, and the power of 
the Holy Ghost in the word preached. 

Mr. L. Joell remarked on the 
benefits of the gospel, our mission- 
ary labours, and the need for its 
support. 

Mr. W. Wilkinson, on the necesssity 
of our mission cause as a help to 
our weaker circuits, and the need of 
all our churches to do a greater work 
in our mission efforts, though we are 
but a small family. 

Mr. J. Doughty, on the importance 
of increased interest in our mission 
cause and its prosperity. The relation 
as churches to our mission cause, the 
need of the plain simple gospel as 
the power of God unto salvation. It 
is the duty of every member to be in- 
stant in season and out of season in 
speaking about Jesus as the Saviour 
of men. 

Rev. J. Lord explained the object 
of our missions ; showed how this 
object was attained, referred to weak 
churches helped, new churches 
brought into existence, and many old 
churches comforted and strengthened ; 
the need of increased efforts for its 
support, and the importance of our 
magazine as a means of information 
in reference to our mission work. 

This anniversary has been the best 
we have ever had, and the results 
are the most encouraging. The col- 
lections were £6 Is. W. J. 



ATTERCLIPFE. 

Dear Brother, — ^At the request of the 
friends at Guisbro', we let them keep 
Brother Lewis another week, so he 
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oommenoed his labours here on the 
15th Jane, preaohincr twice on the 
Sabbath, and also three nights in 
the week for fonr weeks. To many of 
US he was well known ; we have been 
highly pleased with his discourses, 
and Uie congregations both on the 
Sabbath and on the week-nights have 
been as good or even better than we 
expected, considering the time of the 
year. He has not laboured in vain ; 
many have been brought out of the 
prison-house of sin to enjoy the liberty 
of God's people. His manner of des- 
cribing the foolishness of serving the 
devil, and fighting against God, will 
not soon be forgotten. We think we 
never knew him preach more fidthf ully 
than he has done this time ; bat we 
are not satisfied, we want more con- 
versions. May the Lord keep those 
who have been brought in, and may 
more be saved, is the prayer of your 
sincere brother in Christ. 

A. Knowles, Secretary. 

The Holy Soripturei of Old and New 
Testaments Translated from the 
Original Languages, By Robert 
Young, LL.D. Young and Co., 
Edinburgh. 
We have very ^eat pleasure in re- 
commending this new translation of 
the Bible to the notice of all stu- 
dents of Scripture. Such a literal 
translation of the original Hebrew 
will be found exceedingly valuable 
to all persons, but especially to a 
Yerj large class of local preachers 
and others whose knowledge of He- 
brew is too limited for them to be 
able, without assistance, to gather the 
true meaning of the original languages 
in which Scripture was written, which 
this new translation by Mr. Young 
so beautifully and truthfully places 
before us. There are few men more 
capable of accomplishing what Mr. 
Robert Young has undertaken, and 
which, so far as the work has gone, 
has been done so perfectly. We wish 
the work the utmost success, and 



trust the learned gentleman will re- 
ceive the highest and most liberal 
patronage which such a great and 
valuable undertaking deserves. 

The Little Oleaner. Houlston and 
Sons, Paternoster Buildings, lion- 
don. 
Yeab after year rolls away, and this 
little magazine for our young people 
has reached its twentieth volume, 
and still the Little Gleaner continues 
to gather up the scattered ears of 
spiritual corn to enrich its pages and 
keep up the monthly interest of its 
readers. Its very extensive sale 
speaks well for its value, and we 
heartily wish it the continued success 
it so richly deserves. 

Methodist Temperance Magazine. 

Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row, 

London. 
In these days, when Good Templarism 
and other temperance societies are 
unitedly employing their best efforts 
to stem the torrent of crime and stop 
as far as possible the fearful drinking 
customs of this and other countries, 
we are pleased to learn how this work 
is supported by all classes of society. 
It certainly recommends itself, by its 
very interesting and instructive arti- 
cles, taken from every-day life. The 
editors have great cause to thank 
God and take courage for the great 
success of their labours during the 
few years the work has been pub- 
lished. 

The Local Preachers' Magazine. P. 

Parker, 8, Exeter Hall, London. 
This old and valued friend and 
monthly visitor for 1873 is quite 
equal in interest to any that have 
gone before it. We cannot too highly 
recommend this littie work to all 
parties of Christians, especially as 
the profits are devoted to the relief 
of our poorer local preachers, who, in 
old age, might otherwise be depen- 
dent on other less pleasant means for 
their bread, when unable to labour 
in their usual occupations. 
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